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41ST Congress, ) SENATE. ( Bepobt 

2d Session. J \ No. 234. 



IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 



June 25, 1870. — Ordered to be printed, and that 2,000 extra copies of the report and 
accompanying testimony be printed for the use of the Senate. 



Mr. How ABB, irom the select committee appointed to investigate the 
memorial of Davis Hatch, sabmitted the following 

REPORT: 

On the 8th of June the Senate passed the following order : 

Besolvedf That the memorial of Davis Hatch and the accompanying papers be referred 
to a select committee of seven senators to investigate and report thereon, with jjbwer 
to examine witnesses and to send for persons and papers. 

The petition of Mr. Hatch dated at the island of St. Thomas May 13, 
1870, sets forth that he is a citizen of Conn^ticut ; that in a paper at- 
tached to it and of the same date, he represents a grievance arising out of 
the cruel treatment to which he had been subjected by Baez, president 
of the Dominican Kepublic, designedly and with set purpose, by order- 
ing a sentence of death to be passed upon him and permanently injuring 
his health, &c., for which he claims damages in the sum of fifty thou- 
sand dollars from that government, which sum he believes to be justly 
due him for what he has suffered in person, character, and influence in 
being deprived of his liberty six months and twenty days ; and he asks 
the intervention of the government of the United States to aid him in 
obtaining that amount of damages for such his alleged wrongs. He 
also claims the further sum of $8,547 12, for spoliation of his property 
by the army of Baez in that republic. 

To this petition he attaches a detailed statement of the wrongs he 
alleges to have been committed upon him by the government and army 
of Baez. He says that in 1862 he became the agent of a New York 
association organized for the purpose of obtaining a concession of the 
salt mines of Neyba, in the province of Azua, in that republic ; that he 
reached the city of San Domingo on the 10th of January, 1862, while 
the island was in the quiet possession of the government of Spain ; that 
in February, 1864, the captain general handed him the grants for which 
he had asked ; that an insurrection broke out and that on the 11th of 
July, 1865, the Spanish government abandoned the country ; that after 
an interregnum of five months a government was organized under the 
presidency of Baez ; that the latter on the 20th of December hearing 
that an insurrection had broken out against his government at Puerta 
Plata refused to reconfirm to Hatch tiie concessions he had obtained 
and changed his friendly course toward Mr. Hatch, and, as the latter 
believes, for the purpose of extorting from him a sum of money for 
such reconfirmation 5 that on the 3d of February, 1866, President Baez 
caused a decree to be passed annulling these grants, the original con- 
sideration of which was a royalty on the salt exported jfrom the mines 5 
that on the 29th of May, 1866, Baez was deposed and left the country 
. on the 9th of June ; that General Jos^ M. Cabral succeeded to the presi- 
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d^ncy, and that CabraPs government gave him (Hatch) grants in said 
salt mines sabstantially the same as those issued by the Spanish govern- 
ment, with other privileges ; that Mr. Hatch as such agent immediately 
took possession of said salt mines and established bis residence at 
Barahona ; that in November, 1867, an insurrection broke out against 
Oabral, and lasted until February, 1868, when Cabral capitulated ; that 
the memorialist remained neutral, showing no preference for either 
party, and was respected and protected by both ; that by reason of the 
disturbed state of the country the salt mines were not worked ; that on 
the 6th of May, 1869, the military forces of Baez abandoned Barahona, 
twelve days after which it was taken possession of by an organized 
force of three hundred men of OabraPs party ; that on the 14th of 
August following it was retaken by Baez's party, under General Garcia ; 
that Garcia and his staff came to Hatch's house, and were there hos- 
pitably entertained j that Garcia soon left the house, and that, in his 
absence, fifty of his men plundered the house of its most valuable con- 
tents ; that this outrage was repeated on the 17th of August, as a pun- 
ishment for which Garcia caused one of his men to be shot ; that on 
the 28th of August Garcia caused him (Hatch) to be removed and taken 
to the port of Azua, where he was arraigned before the military com- 
mander and required to give a statement respecting his intercourse with 
the party of Cabral while they occupied Barahona ; that he was then 
removed to San DomingoOity, and afterward retransferred to Azua ; 
that on the 28th of September, thirty days after his arrest, he was pre- 
sented with a so-called " act of accusation," which was' the first he 
knew of what he was accused ; that he was brought to trial before a 
court-martial on the 1st of October ; that the court refused to allow 
him time to prepare his defense, to send for witnesses, or ibr important 

Sapers not then in his possession } that he had no counsel, but only a 
iendly citizen, to aid him in his defense ; that on the tiial he made no 
defense except to protest against the proceedings, and did not even 
question any of the witnesses called against him : that four of the wit- 
nesses were in irons when they gave their evidence ; that this evidence 
was taken in his absence, and that before the trial one of these witnesses 
was executed for crime ; that at two o'clock the next morning the court 
pronounced sentence of death against the memorialist 5 that the follow- 
ing night the governor of the province sent a messenger to President 
Baez, with a i)etition for his pardon ; that on the 4th of October Presi- 
dent Baez, without having seen the proceedings on the trial, commuted 
the sentence to banishment, " without any proviso or reservation,^ not- 
withstanding which the memorialist was held a prisoner until the 15th 
of March, 1870, when he was released upon the peremptory demand of 
the United States commercial agent (Mr. Perry) and Kear- Admiral 
Poor ; that the memorialist embarked m a government vessel at Azua 
on the 15th of March, arrived at San Domingo on the 17th, and was 
immediately ordered to leave the country. He alleges that he was to 
have been banished at once, but that Baez's government kept him in 
confinement for six weeks, while waiting to have a copy of the proceed- 
ings on his trial made out to be sent to the United States: that he ex- 
pected to embark and leave the country as early as the 17tn of the pre- 
vious November, and that he believes that his disappointment in this 
was in consequence of the arrival in San Domingo, on the 12th of No- 
vember, of our new commercial agent, Mr. Perry ; that he wrote four 
letters to Perry, asking him to interfere in his behalf, but received no 
letter nor message in answer. 
The memorial and the narrative of Mr. Hatch have been printed for 
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the use of the Senate. The charges against him, contained in the 
record of the proceedings transmitted to the Secretary of State, and to 
be found in the printed testimony hereto attached^ (p. 76,) are of a 
serious nature. 

THE TRIAL OF >IE. HATCH BY COUET-MABTIAL IN SAN DOMDCaO. 

He is accused of the crime of incitement, and the prosecuting officer, 
specifies in clear terms four grounds of accusation, as follows : 

Ist. That he had knowingly seconded the enterprises of the enemies of the republic 
and lent himself to protect, in his quality as a stranger, the operations of a thievlnji^^ 
-vvarlike, sanguinary, and devastating faction. 2d. For having spontaneously, and of 
his own will, converted his own house into a lodgment known by the chief leaders of 
said faction, cultivating with them the most friendly relations. 3d. For having au- 
thorized said chiefs and rebels to transform his own house into a known arsenal, 
wherein were manufactured and sent from ammunitions of war, destined to hostilize 
the le^timate government. 4th. For having most efficaciously aided the insurgents, 
provi£ng them aU the necessaries, and negotiating their drafts, which he paid in order 
to give them means for their wants. In consequence thereof, said Davis Hatch is ac- 
cused of having committed the crime of enticement, with no extenuating circum- 
stances, said crime being provided for and qualified according to the fifty-ninth article 
of the military penal code, in its fourth incise, and by the eighty-sixth article of the 
common penal code in force. 

We cannot assume to pronounce the proceedings against Mr. Hatch 
to be insufficient. It must be recognized as the right of every inde- 
pendent nation to adopt such forms of proceeding, both in criminal and 
civil matters, as its government may see fit, although such proceedings 
may not be in accordance with our own notions. The independence of 
nations requires this recognition of their right to manage their own in- 
ternal affairs in the manner agreeable to themselves. And it cannot be 
denied, that where a foreigner takes up his domicil in a country he is sub- 
ject to its laws,|ind cannot deny its authority to arraign and punish him 
for offenses against the laws. It is true, that should such government 
refuse justice to the foreigner, or discriminate against him in such manner 
as to subject him expressly and designedly to wrong and injury, the gov- 
ernment to wliich he belongs would have a right to complain and to de- 
mand reparation. But in the case of Mr. Hatch we have not been able 
to see, in the voluminous testimony taken by the committee, any evi- 
dence of a departure from the legal forms prescribed by the laws of the 
republic. Indeed, he does not, in his papers, allege any irregularity or 
departure from the forms prescribed by law for his trial, nor has any 
such been pointed out to the committee. He was charged with enter- 
taining Cabral and his party of revolutionists, giving them aid and 
comfort, at a time when Baez was firmly seated in power, and his gov- 
ernment beyond a doubt the de facto government of the republic, and 
doing this at a time when the town of Barahona, occupied by Oabral, 
had been declared in a state of siege by Baez. He is also charged with 
*^ offering his house as a lodgment, and a store and arsenal to the ene- 
mies of the constituted government.'' It should not be overlooked that 
in his own narrative Mr. Hatch states that on the 3d of September he 
was ordered before the military commander at Azua, to give his own 
" declaration of his intercourse with the party of General Oabral while 
they occupied Barahona, which he gave frankly, as appears on the 
record of his trial herewith presented.'' From the record he refers 
to (Testimony, p. 67,) it appears that he traded with and entertained 
CabraFs party while they were in possession of Barahona j the follow- 
ing extract will show to what extent — ^it is his own statement : 

Asked : There is a witness who declares that when the commander of arms, or the 



IV DAVIS HATCH. 

rebel adminiBtrator, desired to make a payment, the order was delivered to an indi- 
yidnal, and it was paid by you ; what can yon answer to this f — Answered : That what 
has been asked him is false ; that he had never honored such orders, nor received any 
kind of drafts from the faction ; and that the truth is, that sometimes individuals with 
whom he carried on the mahogany business would present themselves with a promis- 
sory note, which they had received from the insurgents, and as a matter purely com- 
mercial, and in order to favor his customers in mahogany, he did accept said notes at a 
discount. 

Asked : In what sense did the chiefs of the insurgents issue their notes ?— Answered : 
That said notes expressed the object taken from the individual, as well as the sum of 
its value and its inversion among the troops. 

Asked : Did you recognize as legitimate the government of the authorities that issued 
said notes f — ^Answered : That he nad accepted those chiefs not as government but as 
authorities, and that under this consideration he had no difficulty in trading, particu- 
larly with his mahogany customers ; that as he had seen six revolutions and equal 
changes of government in four years, more or less, and the present one being for more 
than three months, occupying in quiet possession a great extent of territory as that 
from Petit Frou to San Juan, receiving constantly means from abroad as weU as via 
San Juan, and not receiving any news from or about the government, he believed it to 
be a settled question, and for that reason considered those chiefs as authorities, as he 
had before stated. 

Asked : What kind of money did the notes you negotiated express ? — Answered : That 
they were issued for hard money. 

Asked : Against which treasury were they drawn ? — Answered : Against none ; that 
they were smiple promissory notes. 

Asked : As a stranger, and observing such conduct, did you not consider you would 
compromise yours'eli with the government? — ^Answered: That as he had acted in 
a similar manner during the revolution tlmt brought about the fall of Cabral, he 
never thought he could incur in any trouble whatever in the present one, when his pos- 
terior negotiations with Generals Thomas Septilveda, alias Lane, and Antonio Cuello, 
alias Bias, were accepted by General Valentine Hamirez Baez himself. 

In this manner the proceedings were suspended, in order to be continued afterward, 
if necessary, and after his declaration was read to him he expressed himself satisfied, 
and would sign it, nothwithstanding the absence of his consul, it being a necessary 
requisite to declare a settlement, according to the treaty existing between the Domini- 
can government and the American nation, to which he belongs, reserving the rights 
that said treaty might concede him. 

It is clear from his own statements that he had been trafficking with 
the enemy at Barahona. Subsequently, on the 16th of September, after 
his removal to the city of San Domingo, he was again questioned before a 
military officer at his own request, and in the i)resence of the American 
commercial agent, as the same record (p. 69) shows ; and on this occa- 
sion he admitted that he had invited Cabral's partisans to his own house 
in Barahona. This invitation was surely anything but evidence of his 
neutrality. But we will let him speak for himself. The record (p. 69) 
contains the following : 

Asked : What motives compeUed you to manifest an open partiality in favor of a 
faction that wars against the principles of the only legitimate government in this re- 
public, and which is recognized by your government and other powers ? — Answered : 
That he had ever been neutral with the different governments without politically tak- 
ing part in any, but as in Barahona there was no safer and larger house than his own, 
it was the reason why Generals Pryol, Curiel, and Valverde selected it, through his in- 
vitaUony at the arrival of the steamer Telegrafo at Barahona, and that General Cabral, 
when he visited the town, used to stop there also. 

Mr. HatQh, in his petition, complains that he was not allowed time to 
prepare his defense, &c. The proceedings seem to have been rapid, but 
not more so than many military trials that might be cited. Dispatch^ 
and often precipitation, characterize such trials. It pertains to their 
nature, and under the circumstances of the country at that time the 
rapidity of the proceedings ought not to surprise us. Their peremptory 
character, however, would seem to find some palliation in the fact that 
when, on the 27th of September, he was waited upon in his cell by twa 
officials and notified to select some one to defend him, he somewhat 
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curtly replied that he '^ woald think about it." The foUowiug is the dia- 
logue between him and those officials, as stated in the record : 

Asked : His name and snmame, age, profession, and military rank, number of his 
company, battalion, and regiment. — Answered : That he was named Davis Hatch, of 
£fty-six years of age, married, a merchant by trade, an agent of a societ;^ in the IJDited 
States, the place of his birth, and actaally in the public prison of this city. 

In conseqaence thereof, the prosecnting attorney declared to the prisoner that he was 
to be tried by the council of war, advisinff him, at the same time, to select any one to 
defend him. — ^Answered : That he would think about it. 

This being brought to a close on the same date, hour and month, and year aforesaid, 
it was also read to the prisoner, and signed with us, the prosecuting attorney and sec- 
retary, who certifies : 

DAVIS HATCH. 
EVARISTO AYBAR. 
RAFAEL GARRIDO SOSA, 

Seoretmry, 

It is not difficult to conceive that such an abrupt reply to officials, 
whose duty it was to notify him of his approaching trial, in order that 
he might prepare for it, would have created in their minds a prejudice 
against him. It was indeed in the nature of a defiance. Instead of 
telling them he was not ready for his trial, that he wished to summon 
witnesses, and to send to the city for important papers necessary to his 
defense, (as he says in his petition was the case,) he tells the officers he 
** will think about it." He certainly did not then make known to them 
his want of preparation, and it may perhaps be correctly said that they 
left him imder the impression that he was then as ready for his trial as 
he wished to be. 

On the trial, as admitted by Mr. Hatch, he " did not question any of 
the witnesses introduced against him, nor make any defense except the 
reading of the paper,'' drawn up by his friend and adviser, Mr. Miranda. 
From this it appears the witnesses were actually brought into court, 
and he had an opportunity to question them. Why was this important 
privilege waived by him?" He must either have supposed that no real 
danger impended over him, and that if convicted he would be pardoned, 
as Minister Delmonte had already promised Mr. Smith, our commercial 
agent, (see Smith's testimony, page 153,) or that the United States gov- 
ernment would interfere and prevent any injury being done him. At 
any rate it se^ms certain that he anticipated no personal danger from 
the trial. He complains that four of the witnesses against him were in 
prison in irons when they gave their evidence, one of whom, he says, 
was sentenced to death before the trial. But we do not see how the fact 
of their being in prison and in irons should have influenced them to tes- 
tify falsely ; and the fact that they were thus examined in secret, and in 
his absence, is a very strong reason why he should have cross-examined 
them in court in reference to the depositions which they had thus given. 

The summing up of Mr. Aybar, the government counsel in the case, 
seems to be omitted in the record. The address of Mr. Miranda, acting 
for Mr. Hatch, was elaborate and extended. Mr. Hatch was found 
guilty by the unanimous vote of the eight judges. The sentence of the 
same judges, as shown by the record, (p. 83,) formally reciting the accusa- 
tion and the laws of the republic under which it is brought, was then 
pronounced upon him. It is as follows: 

For all these reasons the council war, in the name of the Dominican Republic, and 
in strict compliance with the above-mentioned articles, condemn the said Davis Hatch, 
of fifty-six years of age, married, a native of the United States of North America, mer- 
chant, and a resident of Barahona, to suffer the pain of death. (See p. 84.) 

This was early in the morning of the 2d of October. That he was in 
no apprehension of danger is sufficiently apparent from his own state- 
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ment. He says he ^^ did not apprehend anything more was contemplated 
by the prosecution than to find some pretext to send him ont of the 
country until the evening before the trial, when three persons of respect- 
ability, in the confidence of the government, told him he would be sen- 
tenced to death, but to have no fear, for they could assure him that he 
would be immediately pardoned ; and one of the three * • said he 
had seen a letter from the President to the governor to that effect.'^ 
Again he says that " on the night following the trial (that is, the night 
of the 2d) a messenger was dispatched to the capital by the governor 
with a petition to the President for pardon. The messenger arrived in 
the capital on the 4th day of October, and the sentence was commuted 
to hanishm^ent on the same day, the 4th, without even seeing the proceedings 
on the trialj and without any proviso or reservation.'' 

In order to show something of the evidence against Mr. Hatch, we 
cite the substance of the depositions of four witnesses, to wit : Elia» 
Bamirez, Francisco Ferrera, Santiago Talavera, and Guillermo De la 
Paz. 

Talavera swears as follows : 

Asked : What information can you give us of the conduct observed by Mr. Davi» 
Hatch during the permanence of the faction in the town of Barahona? — ^Answered: 
That aU he can say respecting the question made him is, that all the resources brought 
to the faction from abroad were deposited in Mr. Hatch's house, and that, moreover, he 
had seen several times that, from the ammunitions of war which were deposited in 
another house by the faction, powder and lead were taken to Mr. Hatch's, and there 
manufactured into cartridges. He moreover stated that when the commandant of arms> 
and the administrator had to make a payment, they drew a bill in favor of the creditor,, 
which was paid by the aforesaid Hatch, and that is all he knows and caxL declare ou 
the oath he had given. And after having read him his declaration, he said he was sat- 
isfied, and signed with us, the commandant of arms and the secretary, who certifies. 

SANTUGO TALAVERA. 

JOSfc MAJRIA RODRIGUEZ. 

GALO MONZON, Secretary, 

Ferrera testifies as follows : 

Asked : His name and surname, age, civil standing, profession, and place of residence^ 
the number of the battalion, company, and regiment, and if he were in any way a rela> 
tive to Mr. Davis Hatch. — ^Answered : That his name was Francisco Ferrera ; oi sixteen 
years of age ; a single man ; a farmer by trade ; domiciliated in Barahona, and a resi- 
dent of a place called Juan Estevan ; that he belonged to no corps, npr was he in any 
way related to the aforesaid Hatch. 

Asked : What knowledge have you of the conduct observed by Mr. Davis Hatch dur- 
ing the permanence of the faction in the town of Barahona ? — ^Answered : That while 
the rebels occupied Barahona, he observed that the goods and floor brought them from 
abroad were deposited in the house of Mr. Davis Hatch, and from where clothing was 
taken out to be divided among the troops, as was also flour, in order to make bread, he 
not knowing the cause of such proceedings. 

Asked : Do you know whether Mr. Davis Hatch's home served also as a deposit of 
arms or ammunitions of war to the insurgents ? — ^Answered : That the armament was 
kept in a different house ; and that from there quantities of powder and lead were taken 
to the house of Mr. Davis Hatch, where they were manufactured into cartridges. That 
was aU he knew and could say on the oath he had taken. 

And after having read him his declaration, he said he was satisfied, not signing it,, 
for not knowing how to write, we doing it iu his stead, the commandant of arms and 
the secretary, who certifies. 

JOSfe MARIA RODRIGUEZ. 
GALO MONZON, Secretary, 

Eamirez testifies as follows : 

Asked : His name and surname, age, civil standing, profession, domicil, military de- 
gree, number of battalion, dbmpany, and regiment, and if he was in any way according 
to law related to Mr. Davis Hatch t^Answered : That he is named Elias Ramirez, of 
thirty-ei^t years of age, a single man, a breeder of cattle by trade, domiciliated in the 
town of Barahona ; that he is not a military man, and that he is in no way connected 
with the gentleman alluded to in the question just made him. 

Asked : What knowledge have you of the conduct observed by Mr. Davis Hatch 
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dnring the permanence of the insitrgents iu the town of Banhona t — ^Answered : That 
all he Knows is that Mr. Hatch's house was the place where General Cahral made it a 
custom to lodge at, and that he knows, moreover, that from there the insurgent txoopa 
were provided with goods. 

Asked : Do yon know which was tlie deposit of arms and ammunitions of war of the 
Insurgents f — ^Ai^swered : That one day when he was conveyed a prisoner to a place 
called Rincon, saw a convoy with ammunitions of war leaving the house of Agnstin 
Cambier, with direction to the same place where he was taken as a prisoner, and. that 
after he arrived there he heard say that cartridges were manufactured at the house of 
Mr. Davis Hatch. That that was all he knew and could say on the oath he had 
given. 

And after this declaration was read him, he expressed his satisfaction, signing with 
us the commander of arms and the secretary, who certifies. 

ELIAS RAMIREZ. 

JOSE MARIA RODRIGUEZ, 

GALO MONZON, Secretary. 

De la Paz swears as follows : 

Answered : That his name was Guillermo de la Paz ; niucteen years of age ; a single 
man ; and hy trade a farmer ; domiciled in Barahoiui. and a resident in the place called 
Caballero ; soldier of the Cachon company. 

Asked : What do you know of the conduct observed by Mr. Davis Hatch during the 
permanence of the rebels in Barahona ? — Answered : That all he knows respecting the 
question made him is, that all the goods brought from abroad for the insurgents, such 
as flour, rice, hats, and dry goods, were all deposited in the house of Mr. Davis Hatch, 
and from there taken as they were needed. 

Asked: Where did the insurgents deposit their arms and ammunitions of wart — 
Answered : That the muskets and lead were kept in the house of Mr. August in Cambier , 
and that the powder, brought in barrels, was at the house of Mr. Davis Hatch, after 
having been brought from the place where were to be found the muskets and lead, 
which operation was done in order to manufacture cartridges, as it was customary to 
see the ammunition already prepared taken from the house of the above-mentioned 
Hatch. • That all he had declared was nothing but the truth iu accordance with the 
oath taken. 

And after this declaration was read to him he stated that he was satisfied, and as he 
could not sign it, for being unable to write, we did so for him, the commandant of 
arms and the secretary, who certifies. 

JOSi: MARIA RODRIGUEZ. 
GALO MONZON, Secretary. 

A fifth witness by the name of Sinforoso Batista was examined and 
testifies as follows : 

Asked : His name and surname, age, civil standing, profession and domicile, and if 
he was in any way connected by law with Mr. Davis Hatch T — ^Answered : His name 
was Sinforoso Batista ; thirty-four years of age ; a single man ; a merchant by trade ; 
dcMuiciled in Barahona ; and that ne was in no way connected with Mr. Davis Hatch. 
Asked : What do you know respecting the conduct observed by Mr. Davis Hatch dur- 
ing the stay of the rebels in the town of Barahona ?— Answered : That when the rebels 
arrived at said place, several rebel chiefis lods|ed themselves in the house of Mr. Hatch, 
and that when they received ammunitions oi war, such as goods and provisions, these 
were deposited in the said house, though the powder and lead were deposited in 
another house and from there brought to that of Mr. Davis Hatch, in order that they 
might be- manufactured into cartridges. That that was aU he knew and could say on 
the oath he had taken. 

And after ih\% declaration was read him, he expressed himself satisfied, signing with 
us, the general commander of arras and secretary, who certifies. 

SINFOROSO BATISTA. 

JOSfe MARIA RODRIGUEZ. 

GALO MONZON, Secretary. 

A sixth witness, named William Home, was examined on the 29th 
of December, 1868, respecting the condact of Hatch several months be- 
fore his arrest He testified as follows : 

Asked : If he knew or presumed the motives of your arrest ? — Answered : No ; that 
he can only state a few of the answers given hy him in the declaration taken at Azua. 

Asked : Explain to us the reason why you were questioned at Azua on the 3d of the 
present month. — Answered : That he could state nothing more than what he had already 
said in his former declaration. ' 

Asked : What motives compelled you to manifest an open partiality in favor of a fac- 
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tion that wars againsfc the principles of the only legitimate government in this repnb- 
Uo, and which is recognizea by your government and other xM)werB T — Answered : That 
he had ever been neutral with the different governments^ without politically taking 
part in.any, but as in Barahona there was no safer and larger house than his own, it 
was the reason why Generals Pryol, Cnriel, and Valverde selected it, through his invi- 
tation, at the arrival of the steamer Telegrafo at Barahona, and that Qeneral Cabral, 
when he visited the town, used to stop there also. 

Asked. How . can you say that you are impartial, when you see by your declarations 
that you shielded with your name and with the immunity of a stranger, the property 
of the faction, converting at the same time, your house into an arsenal, where cart- 
ridges were manufactured in order to hostilize the legitimately constituted govem- 
^ ment, and making it at the same time the headquarters of the rebel chiefe f — ^Answered. 
That in reality cartridges were manufactured in a shed situated in the yard of his 
house, though without his consent. 

Asked. Wnether the rebel chiefs ever drew on him for the merchandise and provi- 
sions found in his house ? — ^Answered. No ; that the administrator in the town, who 
they had appointed, was the one who received the promissory notes and used to take 
the goods from his house. 

Asked. Is your permanence in Barahona due to an accident, or was it the effect of 
the insistence on your part in obtaining it from our government through the respect- 
able mediation of your consul T — ^Answer. No ; that was only his pending business in 
that town, and his responsibility with a company compelled him to be there in order 
to work the salt mines. 

Asked. Whether the notes he negotiated were in hard money and against which 
treasury they were drawn t — ^Answered. That they were drawn against no treasury 
whatever ; that they were bought by him for hadf their value more or less, and paid in 
merchandise, and that he received said notes with the hope of their being some day 
guaranteed to him, as happened in the case with General Tom^ Septilveda, alias Lane. 

Askpd : Whether General Tom^ Septilveda, or any other officer of the regenerating 
revolution of the year 1867, ever drew on him, or asked merchandise in order to sus- 
tain themselves? — ^Answered: Never; that whenever he gave them anything it was 
without notes. 

Asked : If he had more to state? — Answered: No ; that what he had already stated 
to-day and in his former declaration was all he could say. Thus ended these proceed- 
ings. 

Asked : Have you anything further to declare respecting the subject on which you 
are interrogated T — ^Answered : Nothing further. 

And, as we requested him to sign with us this declaration, he answered that he 
ignored the art of writing. Signed : 

THE GOVERNOR. 

It is a true copy according to the original, and which I certify. 

The Secretary, 

M. M. GAUTIER. 

To this direct and concurrent testimony of the five witnesses to the 
fact of his complicity with CabraFs party, it is vain to oppose the un- 
sworn denial of Mr. Hatch. Had their statements been false in any 
material respect, it seems incredible that Mr. Hatch should, while on 
trial for his life, have remained completely silent — not even putting a 
question to any of the witnesses. And it is unreasonable, in the ab- 
sence of counter-proofs and of all cross-examination, to insist that the 
court ought to have disregarded the testimony of the witnesses. The 
record discloses no promise of pardon or other advantage to be derived 
by them for giving their testimony, nor does Mr. Hatch allege that they 
were suborned, or even in any way influenced, by rewards or promise 
of favor. It was for the court to consider and weigh the testimony be- 
fore them 5 and although the mode of taking and presenting it was dif- 
ferent from that observed in our own and in English courts-martial, yet 
it was in accordance with the laws of the country where Mr. Hatch had 
seen fit to take up his residence, and to which, by the laws of nations, 
he was subject. 

Kor ought we to overlook the probabilities of the case while consider- 
ing the question of his complicity with the Cabral party. He states 
himself that after Baez had, in 1866, sought to extort from him a sum 
of money for the ratification of his grants by threatening to annul them, 
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and ^^ he finall^^ caused a decree to be passed (by the senate) on the 3d day 
of February, 1866, annuling said grants,'' against which act Mr. Hatch 
says he protested. On the succession of Oabral to the presidency in 
June of that year, as Mr. Hatch tells us, "his government, being aware 
of the great injustice which had been done him (Hatch) by the govern- 
ment of Baez, gave him grants in the said salt mines substantially the 
same as those issued by the Spanish government, toith other privileges^ 
and he proceeded immediately to said salt mines with a competent min- 
ing engineer, made a careful examiuation of the mines, and surveyed 
the route for a contemplated railroad from the mines to the port of 
Barahona, and in order to protect the interests of the association while 
waiting the organization of a company to work the mines, took up his 
residence in the town of Barahona, and to become familiar with the 
country and the people, and at their earnest request, engaged in mer- 
cantile business.'' 

It thus appears that Gabral had granted him not only the same salt 
mines, but also other privileges which he does not see fit to specify, but 
which were, doubtless, of value to him ; and that Oabral did this with- 
out any pecuniary compensation, but to remedy the " great injustice'^ 
done Hatch by Baez. It is perfectly natural that these voluntary favors 
from Oabral should have made Hatch the firm friend of Oabral and his 
party ; and it is no stretch of the i)robabilities of the case to take it for 
granted that Hatch greatly preferred Oabral and his party to Baez and 
his party, and that he should have given the former not only his confi- 
dence, but aid and comfort, while in the occupation of Barahona. We 
do hot say that these grants from Oabral to him were in evidence before 
the court ; all we mean to say is that they naturally tended to make 
Mr. Hatch a friend of Oabral and an enemy to Baez, and predisposed 
him to commit the very offenses with which he was charged. We can- 
not, therefore, by any means pronounce the trial and the finding of the 
court unjustified by the facts and circumstances of the case, but are 
compelled to conclude, much to our regret, that, by his own imprudence, 
Mr. Hatch had been induced to depart from the line of i^ltrict neutrality, 
which his duty, as a citizen of the United States, required him to pur- 
sue. And in the presence of such facts as are before us, we cannot as- 
sume to censure his accusation and trial as a wanton and unprovoked 
act of injustice, which is the character he gives them, especially as he 
does not in his memorial anywhere allege that the witnesses swore 
falsely against him. It is true, he states that he was not allowed time 
to summon witnesses in his own behalf, but it nowhere appears that he 
stated on oath or otherwise who or where his witnesses were, or what 
were the facts and circumstances to which they could depose. If he 
had felt sure of being able to produce any exculpatory witnesses, it 
seems exceedingly strange that he should not have informed the court 
through his friend Miranda who and where they were, and what they 
could swear to. In such an exigency, in which his life was threatened, 
the first impulse of an innocent man would have been to tell his judges 
not that the witnesses against him were examined while "in irons," but 
what were the proofs of his own innocence. And yet Mr. Hatch at this 
perilous moment was silent as to any such witnesses. His friend and 
adviser, Miranda, only notified the court that Mr. Hatch had " some 
documents, to be found in his trunk in the capital, which were neces- 
sary for him," without, however, informing the court of the nature and 
character of these documents. (Printed testimony, p. 78.) 
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liCB. hatch's detention. 

We come now to consider Mr. Hatch's complaint that, after he was 
sentenced to death, and after this sentence was, as he says, commuted 
to banishment from the country, he was detained by the government of 
San Domingo. This detention is imputed in part to the government of 
the Dominican Eepublic, and in part to the interference of agents of the 
United States, on the island, connected with the negotiation of the 
treaty of annexation now before the Senate; and we are obliged to con- 
sider this question in a two-fold aspect, as affecting both that govern- 
ment and those agents. 

It is much to be regretted that no copy of this pardon or commutation 
is attainable at Washington City. Mr. Smith, the United States com- 
mercial agent at San Domingo, during all Mr. Hatch's difficulties there, 
was in the city of San Domingo at the time of Mr. Hatch's trial, convic- 
tion, and sentence. He testified before the committee that very soon 
after the sentence he saw the pardon or commutation as published in 
the official gazette, but it does not appear that he sent a copy home to 
his government. Mr. Perry, his successor, who relieved Mr. Smith on 
the 16th of November, 1869, seems to have been equally neglectful in 
transmitting a copy to the State Department. The committee called 
upon the ^cretary of State to cause search to be made for it, but 
received for answer that no such document was to be found in the depart- 
ment. The following is the reply : 

Department of State, 

WasMngtonf June 18, 1870. 

Sib : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17th instant, 
in which you request me to transmit to you a copy of the " pardon of Davis Hatch," 
and to inform you, in reply, that no such document has been received at this department. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

J. C. B. DAVIS, 

Acting Secretary, 
Hon. J. AL Howard, 

Z7. S, Senate. 

So that we are left somewhat in the dark as to its actual contents. 
Mr. Hatch in his narrative says : 

The night following a messenger was dispatched to the capital by the governor 
with a petition to the President for pardon. The messenger arrived in the capital on 
the 4th day of October, and the sentence was commuted to banishment on the sam^ 
day, the 4th, without even seeing the proceedings on the trial, and without any pro- 
viso or reservation. Notwithstanding which, the undersigned (Hat«h) was still held a 
priscmer until the 15th day of March, 1870. 

Mr. Smith (printed testimony, page 154) states that it was " entirely 
an unconditional pardon, any further than that he was to receive his pass- 
ports and leave the country J^ He asserts that he saw the pardon "in tiie 
official bulletin,'' and that " he understood he was pardoned, would re- 
ceive his passports and leave the country, because Delmonte, the min- 
ister of justice," informed him he was at " liberty at Azua, I suppose, as 
free as you are walking about there now. I inferred from what Del- 
monte said that it was an unconditional pardon." 

But this is not very satisfactory proof of the contents of the insiaru- 
ment. The original or an authenticated copy would be far more so } for 
the gravamen of the charge against the Dominican government is ttiat 
they violated the terms of the pardon granted to Mr. Hatch. It is a 
serious charge and ought to be sustained if true by the most indubitable 
evidence. 

In the absence of the document itself we cite the letter of the Do- 
minican minister of foreign affairs of the 19th of February last, to show 
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its cont^its and also the motives which influenced the Dominican gov- 
ernment to detain Mr. Hatch. 

Department of State for Foreign Affairs, 

San Domingo, February 19, 1870. 

Mr. Consul : In virtue of the evidence produced, pending the trial of Mr. DaviB 
Hatch, he was condemned to death, when President fiaez appealed to*the honorable 
l>ody of senators, asking them, by means of a special message, for their co-operation to 
save the life of tnat inmvidual, and for no other motive than that of his being a citi- 
zen of North America. 

According to our institution the gi'oce of life, which is accorded to one condemned to 
death, does not prevent, by any means, his being consigned to perpetual imprisonment ; 
bat the president directs that his passports may be given him as soon as circumstances 
win permit, so that he may enjoy fuU liberty in any place wherein his acts will be in- 
offensive to ns. 

The repeated and urgent solicitations which you have made in favor of the said 
Hatch, nnited with the desire which my government has to please that of Washington, 
would have persuaded us to concede his passports at once, had it not been for the irre- 
concilable enmity with which he attacks the government in all of its acts through the 
newspapers and their agents, inventing calumnies to divert the public mind against 
annexation to the United States, which desire has been manifested so loudly and pub- 
licly by the people. 

I desire that you will be good enough to assure his excellency, the Secretary of State, 
in Washington, that the prolonged sojourn of Mr. Hatch here has been only to prevent 
b.is hostile action in New York, assuring him, at the same time, that if this reason wiU 
not satisfy him, and that should he insist on his (Hatch) bein^ permitted to go, the 
government, which has had no other aim than that of preventmg falsehood and the 
misleading of public opinion in the United States, will be very glad to satisfy his 
wishes. 

I avail myself of this occasion to reiterate to you the sentiments of my most distin- 
gui^ed consideration. 

M. M. GAUTIER, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. Hatch had been condemned to death. He is said to have been 
pardoned. If paj'doned absolutely and unconditionally, he ought to 
have been set at liberty at once and absolutely, and his further deten- 
tion would have been a personal wrong to him. If conditionally, he 
was not entitled to his liberty until the conditimi was fulfilled. If the 
pardon contained a direction that he should leave the country when his 
passports should be delivered to him, then he was restrained until that 
event should happen, and was not entitii^ to his liberty until that time. 
The statement of Mr. Smith imports ihat Mr Hatch " was to receive his 
passports and leave the country." (See pp. 153-154.) This would seem 
to imply a present duty to issue the passports so that he might leave 
the country. But this is not consistent with Minister Gautier's state- 
ment of the rights of a condemned person in San Domingo. He says 
explicitly that the ^' grace of life^ to a person condemned to death, that 
is, the sparing his life instead of taking it away, *' does not by any 
means prevent his being consigned to perpetual imprisonment ;" that is, 
as we suppose, in English phrase, the sentence of death may be com- 
muted to imprisonment. But, he says, "the President directs that his 
passports may be given him as soon as circumstances will permit, so 
that he may enjoy full liberty in any place where his acts will be inof- 
fensive to us.'' If Minister Gautier's statement of the law of the re- 
public be correct, then Mr. Hatch had no right to his passports until the 
government saw fit to grant them, and had therefore no just ground of 
complaint if they were not immediately granted. We see no reason to 
dispute the correctness of Mr. Gautier's exposition of the Dominican 
law, nor his competency to declare it. It seems further, from this dis- 
patch to Mr. Perry, that the Dominican government had omitted to 
yield to the solicitations of our own agents in San Domingo for the lib- 
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eration of Hatch on account of the violent hostility evinced by that 
person toward the Dominican government through newspaper articles 
published in the United States containing calumnious reports intended 
to prevent annexation to the United States. The evidence in the case 
shows that Mr. Hatch was a correspondent of newspapers printed in 
New York City; that his articles were of a vituperative character against 
Baez, and calculated to irritate him, Mr. Smith's testimouy seems con- 
clusive upon this point. He was undoubtedly an enemy of Baez, and 
had in his correspondence expressed his dislike and distrust. This can- 
not be denied; the whole case shows it. ^Pp. 151, 125, 126, 127.) 

We have shown enough already to estaolish Mr. Hatch's bitter hos- 
tility to the government of Baez. He entertained an old grudge against 
him. and his party, and to gratify it he seemed to be willing to resort to 
almost any means to prevent the success of the plan of annexation. 
Living as we do, in a country where the freedom of the press is a funda- 
mental principle of the government, it perhaps seems to us a novelty, 
and b«cu;gusu>mewjiat,t^«^oompla:^^^ to detain a man in 

confinement for fear of the influence of his tongiie or pen ; but this great 
salutary principle has not been in use in any but governments of Eng- 
lish origin. Other nations have ever restrained the freedom of the 
press, especially where it has appeared to conflict with the interests or 
policy of the government. Mr. Hatch, we say again, had voluntarily 
flxed his abode in the republic, and subjected himself to its laws. He 
could not, therefore, complain of wrong done him if he found himself 
detained according to those laws for intermeddling to prevent the con- 
summation of a great national measure, which not only that republic, 
but the United States, his own government, was seeking to bring about. 
We cannot, of course, approve the principle of restraining him of his 
liberty on account of his publications or intended publications; but we 
are compelled to admit, that if such a power of detention is warrant- 
able in any case it was justly applied to Mr. Hatch. His pen was used 
and intended to be used to defame the character of the government 
where he resided, its officers and agents, and to thwart and defeat a 
measure of the government of the United States, to which he owed 
allegiance ; and we do not, therefore, think the government of the re- 
public chargeable with wrong-doing, in our sense of the term, in pre- 
venting him from gratifying his private pique, and operating against a 
great measure favored by the Executive of the United States. 

We cannot look upon it as very creditable in an American citizen in 
a foreign land to undertake to obstruct the action of his own, or of the 
government where he resides. But, if Mr. Perry is to be believed, Mr. 
Hatch's opposition sprang jfrom the low motive of revenge toward Pres- 
ident Baez and Messrs. Fabens and Gazneau. He swears as follows : 

Q. You say that you understood that he was opposed to Baez ? — ^A. Yes ; but he is 
opposed to Ba«z only since Baez has imprisoned him and persecuted him the way he 
has. He is now bitterly opposed to him. He told me in San Domingo City, aft^r he 
was released, that he was not opposed to annexation, and was strongly in favor of it, 
inasmuch as his interests lay entirely in that way ; but he had been so persecuted by 
these parties that it had made him bitter against them, and for revenge he would take 
these steps. 

By the Chabrmax : 
Q. What parties? — A. Baez and his party, and Cazneau and Fabens, and their friends. 

By Mr. Williams : 

Q. You understood, then, that Fabens and Cazneau. and Baez were on one side, and 
Hatch on the other ; that they had quarreled ? — A. Yes. 

Q. They represented to you that he was opposed to annexation, and would interfere 
to prevent annexation f — A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. And therefore they thought it not advisable to have him released ?— A. Yes, sir. 
Q.- He represented to yon that he was in favor of annexation, but said hs would op- 
pose them for revenge 1 — A. Yes ; on account of the manner in which he had been treated, (P. 

22.) 

We need not comment upon the little credit a man is entitled to 
Tvhose actions and declarations are prompted by mere revenge. And 
yet Mr. Hatch is so characterized by Mr. Perry, who has, since his re- 
turn home especially, espoused his cause, and quotes him as authority 
for his own assaults upon the treaty, upon Fabens and Gazneau. He in- 
timates in his memorial that he was detained in confinement by the in- 
terference of Mr.'Perry, our commercial agent, against him, and says he 
wrote Mr. Perry, after his arrival in San Domingo, four letters, request- 
ing him to renew the demand that had be^n made by Mr. Smith for his 
liberation, but that he received from Mr. Perry no letter nor any mes- 
sage in reply, and did not know that the latter had done anything to 
obtain his release until the day before he was released. On the other hand, 
Mr. Perry, in his testimony, {pp. 20 and 21,) swears positively that he did 
not interfere, directly or indirectly, to have Hatch detained longer, but 
that, although he did not reply to Hatch's letters, he sent him two or 
three messages that he would do all in his power to obtain his release, 
which messages, he says. Hatch afterward admitted were received. 
Hatch is thus flatly contradicted by Perry, but we have no reason what- 
ever to suppose that Hatch's charge against Perry is founded in truth. 

MB. perry's accusations AGAINST GENERAL BABCOCK AND IVIESSRS. 

FABENS AND CAZNEAXJ. 

But the case now assumes another aspect. From some motive, which 
may be easily imagined, but which is not distinctly disclosed by Mr. 
Perry, he seeks to fix upon General Babcock, who went to San Domingo 
under instructions to negotiate the treaty, upon Mr. Fabens and Mr. 
Gazneau, American citizens, residing in their private capacity at San 
Domingo, the fault of interfering and advising Mr. Perry to abstain 
from all efforts to procure the release of Mr. Hatch ; and this alleged 
interference by those three gentlemen is now the subject of serious com- 
plaint in the Senate, in reference not only to Mr. Hatch's alleged griev- 
ances, but in reference to the means and instruments by which the pend- 
ing treaty was procured. The substance of the comiDlaint appears to be 
this : That Hatch was kept in confinement by the procurement of Bab- 
cock, Fabens, and Gazneau, for fear he might come home and publish 
such information as might defeat the treaty. And it is to this charge 
that we now give our attention. 

While tte resolution under which this committee is acting was pend- 
ing before the Senate, and on the 7th of June, Mr. Perry writes a long 
dispatch to the Secretary of State, in which he says: 

I sailed on the steamer Tybee on the 3d day of November, 1869, for San DomingOj^ 
and met on the voyage Mr. Fabens, who was full of his accounts of the rascality of 
a Mr. Hatch, and ei^ressed a wish I should not release him on my arrival at San 
Domingo, as he was an enemy to Baez aud annexation, and also to himself and Gaz- 
neau ; and that he (Fabens) and his friend Gazneau, as he represented, a man of ereat 
wealth and influence in San Domingo and at Washington, would indorse me : that I 
had a ^eat opportunity for making a rapid fortune, &c. On my arrival at San Do- 
mingo I called upon President Baez and Gazneau, and others ; all appeared glad to see 
me. I relieved Mr. Smith on the 16th day of November, 1869, who gave me a brief his- 
tory of affairs : first, that ^Vrr""" wflifj mTming thn whole things that is , the Dominican 
government, and represetreed a large portion of the public lanosbf the Island for par- 
ties in New York Gity ; that he was a very bitter confederate during the war j was. 
trom Texas ; and now, apjiarently, a strong Grant man ; and that he represented that 
he was a special agent of the United States, and in direct correspondence with Presi- 
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dent Grant. This Mr. Cazneau told me himselt^ and that I was very fortunate to be 
sent to San Domingo at this time ; he could insure me a fine plantation, and opportimi- 
ties to handle money for men in Kew York City whom he knew, and would introduce 
me to them. 

In his testimony before the committee he says that Caznean and Fabens 
were opposed to the release of Hatch, (page 22.) The following is an 
extract of his statement: 

Q. Tou say that certain persons influenced you not to intercede for the release of Bfr. 
Hatch because he would oppose annexation. On what ground did they say ho would 
oppose annexation f — ^A. Because he was opposed to Baez and these men, Cazneau and 
Fabens, and their friends, who were working for annexation. 

Q. Did you understand from these representations that he sympathized with Cabral, 
or was with Cabral as against Baez f Was that the allegation which was made againBt 
him f — A. No, sir ; I never understood that he sided more with Cabral than he dia with 
Baez. There has been almost constant war in the island. Sometimes one party is in 
power and sometimes another. 

Q. You say you understood that he was opposed to Baez ? — A. Yes ; but he is op- 

S»Bed to Baez only since Baez has imprisoned him and persecuted him the way he has. 
e is now bitterly opposed to him. He told me in San Domingo City, affcer he was 
released, that he was not opposed to annexation, and was strongly in favor of it, inas- 
much as his interests lay entirely in that way ; but he had been so persecuted by these 
parties that it had made him bitter against them, and for revenge would take these 
steps. 

. Q. What parties? — ^A. Baez and his party, and Cazneau and Fabens, and their 
friends. 

Q. You understood, then, that Fabens and Cazneau and Baez were on one side, and 
Hatch on the other ; that they had quarreled ? — A. Yes. 

Q. They represented to you that he was opposed to annexation, and would interfere 
to prevent annexation ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And therefore they thought it not advisable to have him released ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. He represented to you that he was in favor of annexation, but said he would op- 
pose them for revenge ? — A. Yes, on account of the manner in which he had been 
treated. 

Q. When you applied for Mr. Hatch's release, what reason did Baez and his friends 
assign for not releasing him f — ^A, The confinement of Hatch was entirely through the 
influence of Cazneau. 

In his dispatch of the 7th of June, he again says : 

I told Babcock one day in my office, in San Domingo, that I thoui^ht there was foul 
play somewhere, and told him I did not like the action or propositions of Cazneau, 
Fabens, Baez, and others, avd that I thou&:ht I was the wrong man in San Domingo at 
that time, and also asked if he, Babcock^ had known these men long, and wliy it was 
they did not want Hatch released f Babcock told me I must ^^jl;^ Mitf^Tfit t o releas e 
hi m I th at h ewo "^^ wyyl^ajyaiitflt tbr Jf?iiy^r^^^^^^^ flihrTiTTi^nFi' nu enemyllrCTSneStu, 
T^benS, imdr-BSez.' I will state here that I do not blame him for being so, as he had 
been most foully dealt with by these men, and I was of his opinion bewre I ever saw 
him, (Hatch.) I formed my opinion from facts in his case and other cases in San Do<- 
mingo. Both his friends and enemies condemn the way he has been treated. 

Here is a distinct charge against Mr. Fabens and General Babcock of 
having advised Mr. Perry, the former on board the steamer " Tybee," 
while on her trip to San Domingo, and the latter while at the city of San 
Domingo, nnder instructions from the President of the United States, 
charged with the negotiation of the treaty of annexation, not to procure 
the release of Hatch. Is this charge true ? If true, we do not see how 
such advice can in any way militate against the treaty itself, unless it 
shall be proved that Mr. Hatch had, in fact, in his possession reliable 
facts going to show that one or the other party had been grossly over- 
reached and defrauded in the concoction of the treaty, or that our own 
negotiator, Mr. Perry, himself, (for he was charged by our government 
with the duty of signing the treaty,) was imposed upon by grossly false 
representations as to the subject-matter of the treaty, or acted in igno- 
rance of material facts^ and greatly to the prejudice of his government. 

Mr. Hatch was set at liberty on the 17th of March last. His libera- 
ation was procured, not by Mr. Perry, although the latter had been in- 
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stnieted on the 12tli of January, 1870, to use bis good offices to procure 
his release. He had failed to procure his release, which failure had ne- 
cessitated the peremptory demand to that effect, dated March 14, 1870, 
(printed testimony, page 101,) which could not possibly have reached 
San Domingo before the 20th, at least three days after the release. 
This release seems to have been procured by Admiral Poor, as stated in 
his letter to the Secretary of the Navy, of March 12, in which the ad- 
miral says : 

During this interview the subject of the imprisonment of Mr. Hatch, an American 
citizen, was introduced. The explanation tor thecgiitiaa^d incarceration of Mr. Hatch 
W8W h^9 ^^nnf^^\" " with parties a nd presses in the UniteSTStfttes hostile tolSair©©- 
TTl^^rlg^J'aTlH that lift WftyHjiTgYfiyf j^prinnu ence the re ujioixjmblic opinion that would be 
Tf^ry^fltrimPTitnl tn tll^ intere sts or g3S£-'gglgIgg6''with reeard to annexatidtiv T^ld 
hiHfTthought his clemeliojr" 'aiill lifompt acquies<5ehce to tne request of ^^e Secretary 
of State for the release of the said Hatch would exercise a greater influence to his ad- 
vantage than anything that Hatch or hi» friends could do with the aid of the press to 
the contrary. The President consented to order Mr. Hatch's release and to deliver him 
into my custody. I will send him north by the first opportunity which offers, after he 
is placed in my hands. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

On the 20th of March the admiral seudi^ another dispatch, in which 
he says: (page 129.) 

The Mr. Hatch referred to in my communication (No. 31) of the l^h instant was de- 
livered into my custody by orders of President Baez just in time to be furnished with a 
passage in the Yantlc to Havana, and irom thence he will be sent to New York. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

It is apparent from this that when the government of Baez had been 
appealed to by an agent whom it respected, it at once complied with our 
request. Indeed, so little does Mr. Perry seem to have had to do with 
this release, that Admiral Poor does not*" even name him in his dis- 
patches on the subject. 

K General Babcock had in any way interfered to prevent Hatch's release, 
it is a little remarkable that we find no evidence of this in the of&cial 
correspondence of Admiral Poor or the Dominican government. Had 
such been the case, it must be presumed that the Dominican government 
would have set up that excuse and would have informed our government 
of the fact; and yet we find no such intimation against General Bab- 
cock, except in Mr. Hatch's letter to him, (Babcock,) dated at Azua, 
March 15, 1870, two days before his release. (See pages 122-126, &c.) 
But this letter is so manifestly written under the influence of wild sur- 
mises and in such a rancorous spirit that we do not think it entitled to 
any weight as evidence. He bases his accusation upon a letter he had 
received from a "friend in San Domingo,'' (without giving his name,) in 
which letter the writer says he has it "from undoubted authority that 
General Babcock took on with him the so-called proof of his (Hatch's) 
complicity in the revolution against the government, to lay them before 
the President and State Department in order to forestall and prejudice 
his (Hatch's) case, and to prevent any interposition by our government 
in his (Hatch's) behalf, and this before his (Hatch's) trial." Mr. Hatch 
adds that "the source whence this report came was reliable." General 
Babcock denies all this on his oath, and the Secretary of State says that 
he brought back with him no such proofs. Mr. Hatch in this letter 
charges General Babcock with being " one of the commissioners who in- 
vestigated and approved the conduct of Baez towards him," (Hatch.) 
This is too ridiculous for further notice, and we only cite it to show how 
little reliance is to be placed upon the statefments of Hatch. 

Since his release Hatch has been at full liberty to furnish to the 
President and Senate, and to the public if he chose, all information in 
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his i)ossessioii respecting the treaty ; bat so far as tbe committee are 
informed he has entirely omitted to do so. He has in the meantime 
drawn'up and presented his memorial and petition, complaining of the 
private wrongs done him and forwarded them to the Senate. He has 
remained at St. Thomas, omitting to return to the United States. And 
now are we to believe, after three months silence on his part, that he 
had in his x)ossession facts of such transcendant importance as to re- 
qnire the rejection of the treaty for fraud, concealment, or circumven- 
tion? 

If the charge we are speaking of be untrue, then the accuser occu- 
pies no enviable position before the public. He holds the attitude of a 
representative of the government charged with the duty of protecting 
an American citizen abroad and in trouble, gratuitously charging another 
agent of the government with enticing him to neglect that duty. The 
circumstances of the case do not favor the charge. Why should Gen- 
eral Babcock have given such advice ! What motive had he to pre- 
vent the release of Hatch ? We cannot see any reason why General 
Babcock should have taken it upon himself to act counter to the 
instnictions which Perry had received from the department. General 
Babcock had visited San Domingo in the summer of 1869, reaching there 
about the 25th of July. Until then, he knew nothing about Mr. Hatch 
or his affairs. On the 22d of August, according to his sworn statement 
before the committee, he had an interview with President Baez, when 
Mr. Smith, our commercial agent, was present. The following is Gen- 
eral Babcock's statement of what transpired on that occasion, (printed 
testimony, p. 37 :) 

Q. Did you interfere in any way in that conversation? — A. No, sir; I simply listened 
to what they said. After Mr. Smith went out, President Baez told me that Mr. Hatch 
had been arrested, and was then at Azua, on his way to San Domingo City, to be tried, 
and asked me about it, and I said : " Mr. President, you must be certain that you are 
right in the question of law, if you try Mr. Hatch for any such thing ; if you have the 
proof positive that he has been attempting to overthrow your government, I do not 
suppose our government will in any way interfere in the case ; but you must be 
very certain that your evidence is entirely correct." That is all the opinion or 
instruction I ever gave to him about it. Once or twice during the conversation he re- 
ferred to Mr. Hatch, and to the part that Mr. Smith in the interest of Mr. Hatch, had 
taken, and I invariably answered in that way, that if he had any charges against Mr. 
Hatch, he must make them out in writing, and send them to the State Department in 
Washington ; that I had no authotity to treat on any such case whatever. President 
Baez and his cabinet told me that Mr. Smith, the commercial agent there, was not a 
friend of those people, not a friend of their republic ; that he was in the interest of 
Oabral, and they believed — though they did not give me any proof— that he was in 
communication, and that his office was used as a means of communication with the 
Cabral force that was trying to be raised against the republic. 

This certainly does not look like an interference on his part to prevent 
the release of Hatch. Quite the contrary. It is a wise and prudent 
suggestion to President Baez to be cautious how he dealt with an Amer- 
ican citizen. 

But the committee distinctly called the attention of General Babcock 
to the passage in Mr. Perry's letter of June 7, containing this charge, 
and General Babcock distinctly and emphatically denied it. (See testi- 
mony, p. 112.) We have no reason whatever to believe that General 
Babcock ever at any time gave Mr. Perry such advice. 

As to the same charge brought against Mr. Fabens by Mr. Perry, Mr. 
Fabens, who is at present the minister of the Dominican Eepublic ac- 
credited to our government, waited upon the committee and expressed 
himself willing to make a full statement concerning this matter. His 
attention, too, was distinctly called to the charge contained in Mr. 
Perry's letter of June 7, in which he is accused of giving Perry the same 
advice. He distinctly denied it, (see printed testimony, p. 168,) and we 
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are compelled again to declare our opinion that Mr. Perry is totally mis- 
taken in the accusation he brings. Mr. Fabens is, and has been for sev- 
eral years past, an intimate personal acquaintance of Mr. Cazneau, of 
San Domingo, and resided near him on the island, has converse d 'vi'ith 
him about the case of Hatch, and now affirms before the comuiittee that 
he never heard Mr. Cazneau intimate that Hatch ought to be detained 
a prisoner for that or any other reason, (see printed testimony, p. 168.) 

It has not been proved even that Mr. Cazneau, who was not an official 
of our government, though an American citizen, and one of the persons 
on whom Mr. Hatch as well as Mr. Perry seeks to throw the blame of 
detaining Hatch, ever made any attempt to that end. Mr. Smith, the 
ex-commercial agent, stated before the committee that when Hatch was 
brought to San Domingo City for trial, he (Smith) called upon Mr. Del- 
monte, the minister of justice, and made representations in favor of the 
prisoner, entreating him not send him to Azua, but to permit him to re- 
main in his (Smith's) house ; the minister replied that the process must 
go on 5 that Hatch must be sent to Azua for trial; and added, " I pledge 
yon my word and honor, in the most confidential manner, that not a hair 
of his head shall be touched ; don't speak of it ; but remember you have 
it from me that he is not to be hurt. But he will have to go throuerh 
with all the process." Mr. Smith adds, "I went to the prison and said 
to Hatch, ^ You must makeup your mind to go back again; don't be 
frightened ; you won't be hurt ; I am satisfied of that ; I know all about 
it."' (Printed testimony, p. 153.) After this emphatic assurance from 
our commercial agent, Mr. Hatch must have felt quite secure in respect 
to the trial ; and it is not strange that when called upon by the officials 
at Azua, and notified to prepare for it, he should manifest his indifierence 
by replying that he "would think about it." 

There is not only no proof of Mr. Cazneau's interference against Hatch, 
but direct proof that he had been of the same opinion as Smith on the 
subject, and that the confinement of Hatch was bad policy at the time. 
In a letter to General Babcock, dated San Domingo, September 22, 
1869, he says : 

Mr. Hatch, -who is now under trial at Azua for the part he had in the Cohralcaco 
raids on the border, is the only other white American who has ever been on trial beforo 
a Dominican coui-t for a serious offense, and the worst that will happen to Mr. Hatch 
win be a few weeks' detention. He will be pardoned, though some who have foUowed 
his lead will suffer long imprisonment, if not death. This affair is producing some 
serious inconveniences to this government. 

From this time down to the 17th of March, 1870, Mr. Hatch was re- 
strained of his liberty at Azua. The treaty was negotiated and signed 
at San Domingo City the last days of November, and in the light of 
attendant events and the known facts of the case, it seems to be a very 
far-fetched presumption, that had he been at large and completely unre- 
strained, he could, by the use of any facts within his knowledge, have 
delayed or prejudiced the plan of annexation. 

To all this should be added the fact that Mr. Hatch himself, in the 
papers laid before the committee, repeatedly declares himself favorable 
to the annexation of the republic to the United States. In his memo- 
rial presented to the Senate he carefully repels the suspicion which he 
thioks was entertained against him by President Baez of being opposed 
to annexation. It is noticeable that this memorial is dated at the island 
of St. Thomas, May 13, 1870, nearly six months after the signing of the 
treaty, and when it is probable he had become acquainted with its con- 
tents, to some extent at least. And yet he says : • 

The TindeTsigned having been an earnest advocate of annexation, and had remained 
in the conntry partly to encourage it among the people, as many of his letters extant 

S. Bep. 234 ^2* 
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wDl bear -witncHH, and which waft too well known in the community not to hwre 
reached the ears of President Baez, it is evident there were other motives; and these 
will appear in the documents and papers which will bo presented herewith. 

What " other motives" he alludes to, have not yet appeared. On the 
other hand, the real motives for his detention were clearly and officisdly 
annonnced in the dispatch of Mr. Gautier, of the 19th of February las^ 
already cited, so that this pretense of "other motives" seems to fall to 
the ground. 

Now, let us go back a step and learn what was the condition of this 
Hatch afEair in November, 1869, when Mr. Perry and Mr. Fabens took 
passage for San Domingo on the Tybee. The honorable Secretary of 
State appeared before the committee and stated as follows : 

The first intimation I had of any trouble in which Mr. Hatch was involved was in a 
dispatch received some time last September, I think, £rom Mr. Smith, who was then 
the commercial agent of the United States at San Domingo. His dispatch has been 
communicated to the Senate, and printed. He referred to it as the case of an American 
citizen who had been imprisoned, and whose case, I think he had communicated to 
President Baez ; that he had been some length of time without any information from Mr. 
Hatc]i ; and there were some parts of the letter which, in commnnieating it first to the 
Senate I did not think it worth while to transmit, because I did not think they bore upon 
the case. I think there were two dispatches which came about the same time. The 
correspondence following, the Senate has received and has had printed. I do not know 
that I can add anything to it. There was nothing up to that time that I have not 
communicated. By referring to the printed document, (Senate Executive Document 
No. 54, forty-first Congress, second session,) I can tell you the dates. 

Mr. Smith's first dispatch is dated 4th September, 1869, at San Domingo City. His 
next dispatch is dated September 9, 1869. I think both those dispatehes were to- 
ceived here at the same time ; in the latter of which he says : 

*^ I cannot communicate anything further until I see Mr. Hatch, and am acquainted 
with the accusations on which he has been arrested." 

The next dispatch from Mr. Smith was dated at San Domingo City, October 8, 1869. 
In this dispatch Mr. Smith stated tliatMr. Hatch had been brought to trial by a court- 
martial, and condemned to be shot ; that ^* the sentence wus immediately forwarded 
by express to the President, who referred it to the ^senatus eonsultum,' and that body 
decided to pardon Mr. Hatch ; and an order &om the government to that effect was 
sent to Azua, and I understand he is at liberty and will receive his passport." 

We supposed that that terminated the case of Mr. Hatch, and that he was then at 
liberty. On the receipt of that dispatch, by the next steamer, on the 15th of Novem- 
ber, a dispatch was sent to Mr. Smith, signed by Mr. Davis, the Assistant Secretary of 
State, stating that " the department hopes that the representations which have been 
made to the Dominican government respecting Mr. Davis Hatch have been successful.*' 

It was supposed that &at ended the case. 

Mr. Smith's dispatch of the 8th of October, announcing that Hatch 
had been released, was received by the Secretary of State at Washing- 
ton before Mr. Perry and Mr. Fabens sailed from New York City for 
San Domingo, and the department supposed the affair was ended. But" 
Mr. Perry swears (p. 21) that while he and Mr. Fabens were on the 
Tybee, on the way to San Domingo, the latter told him that he hoped 
he, Mr. Perry, "would not intercede in that man's behalf; that he would 
be a barrier to annexation, and also a great enemy to him and Mr. 
Cazneau. From this it would appear that Mr. Perry was notified by 
Fabens of the non-release of Hatch while on the voyage; yet, on the 
16th of November, the moment he had arrived at San Domingo, he 
writes to the Secretary of State as follows: 

Mr. Hatch, the American citizen -who has been imprisoned at Azua, I understand, 
has been pardoned on condition that he leaves the country. « 

This pardon was granted by the senate on the 4th or 5th of the pre- 
ceding October, and the fact notified to the Secretary of State by Mr. 
Smith. Mr. Perry now would have us believe that, on the way to San 
Doniingo, Fabens, a resident of the republic, and an intelligent, influ- 
ential man, had informed him that Hatch was not, in fact, released. 
Perry, in his first dispatch home, says nothing about the information he 
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thus acquired from Fabens. If Fabeiis told him so, it may be asked, 
with some emphasis, why Perry did not so inform the department in 
his first dispatch home. The omission would seem to imply that Mr. 
Fabens is truthful when he declares that he " never told Perry any such 
thing,'' though the fact was that Hatch was not yet set at liberjy, but 
detained for reasons of state, as set forth in Minister Gautier's dispatch 
of the 19th of February. It may be added that Mr. Fabens then had 
but little acquaintance with Hatcb, and felt friendly to him. This ap- 
pears from his statement before the committee, (printed testimony, p. 
168,) and is nowhere disproved. He says : 

Q. Did you have any conversation -with Mr. Perry about Mr. Hatch ? — ^A. I do not 
recollect mentioning the name of Mr. Hatch on that voya^. 

Q. Do you recollect what your conversations with Mr. Perry were about Hatch? — 
A. I do not distinctly — I cann<ft caU them up. 

Q. So you only say that, although you do not recoUect what your conversations were 
about biin, this statement is not correct? — A. Yes, sir; I am sr*tisfiod that this state- 
ment is not correct. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Please give your reasons for that belief in your own mind, if you have any ? — ^A. My 
reasons are, as I have stated, that 1 had no grounds for believing that Mr. Hatch was 
detained at that time, and I had no such feelings toward Mr. Hatch ; I did not suppose 
that he could influence the question of annexation, or was disposed to do so, unfavor- 
ably. 

ByMr. SCHUKz: 

Q. Do you say that you had no knowledge of Mr. Hatch being detained? — ^A. At that 
time I understood, not that he had been pardoned, but that his sentence of death had 
been commuted to banishment ; that is the information that I had received. 

Q. Had you any knowledge of the imprisonment and trial of Mr. Hatch? — ^A. I hoard 
of it ; I was in the States at the time ; I was in New York. 

Q. Were you in San Domingo in July and August, 1869 ? — A. I was, in July and a 
portion of August, I think. 

Q. Did you then hear anything about Mr. Hatch? — A. I heard that he was airested. 

Q. What were your relations with Mr. Hatch at the time? — ^A. My relations were 
friendly enongh ; my acquaintance with Mr. Hatch and his associate was a friendly 
one always. 

Mr. Fabens in his statement before the committee uses the following 
language, denying this imputation of advising Perry not to procure the 
release of Hatch in the most distinct terms, and giving his reasons for 
his denial. (See printed testimony, p. 168 :) 

Q. I find this statement made by Mr. Perry in a letter to the Secretary of State of 
the United States, dated Juno 7, 1870, to which 1 wish to call your attention: "I 
sailed on the steamer Tybee on the 3d day of November, 1869, for San Domingo, 
and met on the voyage Mr. Fabens, who was full of his account-s cf the rascality ot a 
Mr. Hatch, and expressed a wish I should not release him on my arrival at San Do- 
mingo, as he was an enemy to Baez and annexation, and also to himself and Cazneau; 
and that he (Fabens) and his friend Cazneau, as he represented, a man of great wealth 
and influence in San Domingo and at Washington, would indorse me j that I had a 
great opportunity of making a rapid fortune," &c. State to the committee what you 
may think proper to say on the subject of that allegation in Mr. Periy's letter. — ^A. 
There is no truth in it at all. I cannot, of course, recollect all the conversations that 
may have occurred on the ship going down; but I am satisfied that there was no con- 
versation of that nature, nothing of that character in regard to Hatch, as at that time 
I was convinced that Mr. Hatch was at liberty. Neither did I ever understand that 
Mr. Hatch was opposed to annexation, or would under any circumstance do anything 
to retard it. 

Again he says, (p. 174,) in reference to Mr. Hatch's confinement : 

Q. Di^ you at any time or in any way exert yourself for the continued confinement 
of Mr. Hatch? — ^A. No, sir; never; 1 should have been glad to see Mr. Hatch released 
at any time. 

We are forced to say we think Mr. Perry's conduct evinces that his 
charge against Mr. Fabens, of giving such advice, was an afterthought^ 
arising probably from personal dislike of that gentleman, and a willing- 
ness to impair his influence. Mr. Fabens was a friend to Mr. Cazneau,. 
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with whom Mr. PeiTy had a misunderstanding dnring his stay in San 
Domingo. Mr. Oazneau's letter to him of the 6th of May, 1870, to be 
found in the testimony taken by the committee, (p. 91,) is evidence of 
the state of feeling between them. That the charges he brings against 
Gtoneml Babcock, as to the detention of Mr. Hatch, was also an after- 
thought, is shown by the fact that he makes no mention of it to the Sec- 
retary of State, either in official communication, or otherwise. (See 
Secretary of State's evidence, p. 98 :) 

Q. Have you any evidence or knowledge that General Babcock did, iu any way, 
interfere to prevent the release of Mr. Hatch? — A. I have no knowledge whatever, and 
no belief that he did. Nothing has come to me except the mmor, as I hear it from the 
debates of the Senate, that he so interfered. 

Q. Did Mr. Perry,- in his correspondence with you, ever pretend that General Bab- 
cock had thus int'Crfered to prevent the release of Mr. Hatch T — A. I do not recollect 
any complaint of that kind from Mr. Perry. 

And up to the letter dated June 7th, and submitted June 11th, after the 
investigation had commenced, Mr. Perry never mentions, in any official 
or nnofficial paper produced, General Babcock in connection with the 
detention or release of Mr. Hatch. And the committee are constrained 
to avow that the evidence before them doe3 not present the character 
of Mr. Perry in a favorable light. He seems to be wanting in thie 
quality of self-control, and to be subject to the impulses of strong pas- 
sions. While at San Domingo the style of his correspondence with the 
minister of foreign affairs was so abrupt and domineering that the min- 
ister felt obliged to rebuke him. We refer to the letters of Mr. Gautier, 
of the 8th and 9th of March, 1870. (Printed testimony, pp. 85, 86.) 

In his letter to Mr. Gautier of March 8 (p. 85) he says : " My gov- 
ernment desires his release at onceP This was not warranted by his 
instructions. He had been told merely to use his " good offices,'' while 
he intimates that our government had already instnicted him to demand 
Hatch's release. 

In his note to Mr. Gautier of the next day (the 9th) he makes the 
peremptory demand in the following insolent note : 

Commercial Agency op the United States, 

San Domingo, March 9, 1870. 

Sir : Referring to your couvorsation of this morning, in which you snggested post- 
poning an answer to my communication of the 8th, in demanding the immediate release 
of Hr. Hatch, I would now beg to state that an immediate and positive answer is im- 
perative, in view of the momentarily expected arrival of the Tybee. I shall look for 
your answer this p. m. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

RAYMOND H. PERRY, 

United States Commercial Agent. 
M. M. Gautier, 

Secretary of SifttCj San Domingo, 

To this unauthorized and impertinent note Mr. Gautier replied on the 
same day in the following dignified answer : 

San Domingo, March 9, 1870. 

Deak Sir : I have read with astonishment the contents of your communication of 
this day, which serve to increase the painful apprehension that your note had caused 
me, and for which answer you fixed a time. It is not granted me at this moment to 
enter into inconvenient controversy, on account of the important question -.j>endiHg 
between the United States and the Dominican Republic, but I will say that my gov- 
ernment, iu all its acts, has provided and proceeded through its own ideas and guided 
by the best principles of equity and justice, having in view the peace of the society 
it is called to protect. 

This answer is given to you, and I again refer you to my communication of Febru- 
ary 19. I did then refer the question to the cabinet at Washington, in conformity 
with the instructions received from my government, about the solution of Mr. HatohV 
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business. Before taking a different reeolntion I mnst snbmit your note of the 8th to 
my goYemment, which Ihave not been able to do as yet, on account of the importance of 
our local business, and I have no doubt that I will be able to give you an answer to 
the resolution very soon. 

I renew the sentiments, &c., &c., 

M. M. GAUTIER. 
Raymond H. Perry, Esq., 

United States Commercial Agent. 

Having promised to be responsible for a fine imposed upon aa 
American seaman by the judgment of a Dominican court, and being 
called upon in court by the claimant, in presence of the judge, to re- 
deem his engagement, he struck the claimant in the face and ordered 
Mm to be silent. For this conduct of the American minister Mr. Oau- 
tier requested our government to recall him. (See the letter of Mr. 
Gautier, p. 119 of printed testimony.) His own account of the leading 
incidents of his life shows him to be bold to rashness and fond oi 
scenes of violence. (See pp. 253-255 of the printed testimony.) His 
military record shows that he was tried by court-martial while in the 
army, on charges of peculation, found guilty, and sentenced to be dis- 
honorably dismissed the service. (Printed testimony, p. 250.) An 
honorable member of the House of Eepresentatives, who has known 
him long and well, gives him a character that reflects no credit upon 
him. (Printed testimony, pp. 176, 177.) And lastly, he avers, both in 
his letter of June 7 to the Secretary of State and in his sworn answers 
before the committee, that he misinformed his government in his official 
dispatches touching affairs in San Domingo, as to which he was bound 
in honor as well as law to '^^ tell the trnth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth,'' for the information of his government. The rebuke ad- 
ministered to him by the Secretary of State, in his answer to the letter 
of June 7, we think well merited. (See printed testimony, p. 264.) It 
is severe, but not undeserved, for an American minister who, complain- 
ing as Mr. Perry does, that he has not been met by his government with 
that " spirit of frankness" which he claims to have shown to it, admits 
in the same breath that in his official dispatches he has furnished false 
information and suppressed the true, places himself in an attitude to 
forfeit all confidence. 

We cannot, therefore, allow his asseverations any weight against the 
probabilities of the case and the calm and emphatic denials of General 
Babcock and Mr: Fabens, but prefer rather to think that he has allowed 
himself to be misled by his private resentments and by the suspicions 
engendered in his mind by them, coupled with the rumors propagated 
by Mr. Hatch and his friends against the integrity of Messrs. Fabens 
and Gazneau. 

The assertion of Mr. Perry made in his letter of June 7, (printed tes- 
timony, pp. 102-107,) and in his sworn statements respecting two 
treaties — one for the " Dominican people in order to deceive them, and 
one for the United States in order to keep them quiet'' — ^is manifestly an 
exaggeration. General Sackett, in his testimony, fully explains this. 
(Printed testimony, pp. 51, 52.) 

At a moment when, to all appearances, the treaty was likely to be a 
failure, Mr. Gazneau, while walking in the street, in company with Gen- 
erals Sackett and Babcock, suggested the getting up of a secret treaty. 
This suggestion was at once repelled by those gentlemen, and nothing 
more came of it. Such an imposture would have been soon exposed, 
and would have been, to a moral certainty, the defeat of the whole plan 
m the United States Senate. Baez had sagacity enough to see this, 
and so had Gazneau, Fabens, and all other persons of the slightest re- 
flection. Yet Mr. Perry would have us believe that Gazneau proposed 
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it. But the charge is disproved by the direct testimony of Gteneral 
Bahcock, General Sackett, and General Ingalls, who were all present in 
San Domingo, participating in the whole of the negotiation. Not one 
of these gentlemen ever heard of such a proposal. (See printed testi- 
mony, p. 110.) 

If Mr. Hatch was, as he declares in his memorial from St. Thomas^ 
above referred to, sincerely in favor of the annexation of San Domingo, 
the outcry he has made must have been aimed not at the treaty, no 
clause of which he' criticises, but at the mete instruments — the persons 
who framed the treaty. A mere private person, he thus assumes to 
censure the action of both governments for employing persons disagree- 
able to him in the conduct of their public affairs ; it is not worth while 
to comment upon such an assumption. 

The committee have come to the conclusion, which they announce 
withpleasure, that, althoughithasbeenopenlyasserted in the Senate that 
General Babcock was guilty of misconduct, they are satisfied that the 
charge is totally unfounded, and that he conducted himself throughout 
with perfect honesty and sincerity. They look in vain for any evidence 
worthy of a moment's consideration of any sinister object on his part, 
or any misstatement or prevarication. His whole conduct has been 
marked by honor, truth, and fidelity; and the evidence leaves him 
without a stain. And we should be untrue to our own convictions did 
we not apply to Generals Ingalls and Sackett, who a<?companied him 
and aided in the negotiation, the like commendation. 

And we take equal pleasure in expressing our conviction, after weigh- 
ing all the facts and circumstances within our knowledge, that in its 
negbtiation and preparation the treaty is free from any fraud or unfair- 
ness, and that the agents employed by the respective governments have 
all acted with becoming frankness and sincerity. It is not permissible 
in us to express in this public manner our opinions of the merits of the 
treaty, or the course which the Senate should adopt in regard to it ; but 
as the agents engaged in its initiation have been charged with corrupt 
motives and improper conduct, we deem it appropriate to say we deem 
the assertion entirely unfounded. 

Mr. Hatch claims the interposition of the United States in his behalf 
to induce the Dominican government to pay him damages for his trial 
and condemnation; for his detention in confinement after the commuta- 
tion of his sentence ; for the degradation to which he w^s thus subjected ; 
and, also, for the seizure and use of his personal effects at Barahona by 
the Baez troops, under General Garcia, on the reoccupation of the place 
by that general in August, 1869. And he fixes the amount of his claim 
for those alleged injuries at $50,000. As to the trial of Mr. Hatch, and 
his detention after the commutation of his sentence, we have already 
expressed our views. We do not conceive it to be the duty of our gov- 
ernment to interpose in his behalf in respect to that transaction. We 
know of no principle of the law of nations that justifies our government 
in demanding reparation. Had he been wantonly seized and subjected 
to a mere mock-trial and condemned without a hearing, and without 
testimony ; in short, had he been treated with manifest wantonness, 
tyranny, and cruelty, we could not hesitate to recommend a demand for 
satisfaction I but the facts do not show that such was the character of 
the proceedings, but they were, on the contrary, in accordance with the 
laws of the republic. The committee, therefore, see no ground for this 
branch of his claim. 

2Jow, as to his claim for damages arising from the alleged seizure and 
confiscation of his property, we remark, in the first place, that it 
would have been more appropriate if Mr. Hatch had addressed himself 
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to the Secretary of State in ord^r that the latter might have opened ne- 
^tiations with the Dominican goTemment on the subject of this claim. 
The Secretary of State is the proper agent by whom our foreign rela- 
tions are managed, and Mr. Hatch should have reflected that courtesy 
to the Dominican government required that it should be fully notified 
of the nature of this claim in the usual forms of diplomatic intercourse. 
In this way the claim might have been fully investigated, the truth of 
the whole matter ascertained, and, if the claim was well founded, repar- 
ation voluntarily made by the Don^inican government. As it is, Mr. 
Hatch appeals to the legislative branch of our government and asks it 
to interfere for him, " to take his case into consideration, and to inter- 
cede to obtain the amount of damages aforesaid " from the Dominican 
government. Did Mr. Hatch, under the advice of friends, thus pass by 
the Secretary of State and bring his claim before Congress for the pur- 
pose of availing himself of the publicity thus afforded to assail the treaty 
and the agents engaged in procuring it — a subject, the whole merits 
or demerits of which were properly and by the rules of the Senate to be 
discussed in secret session f Did his " revenge" and animosity against 
those agents carry him so far as to appeal to Congress for the very pur- 
pose of enabling him publicly to assail indirectly the executive branch 
of the government, to whom the matter of his claim against Mr. Hatch 
properly belonged ? That his petition has been the occasion of such an 
assault is evident. Congress, as such, has no power to notify the Domin- 
icsm government ; and if it act at all must act ex parte^ unless the lat- 
ter government shall see fit voluntarily to appear before us and answer 
the claim; in other words, Mr. Hatch seeks to obtain against Baez's 
government without notice a legislative decree that that government 
pay him his damages. 

This surely is an unusual proceeding. It asks us to prejudge the 
whole case against that government without hearing what it has to say 
in reply, and to demand of it reparation at the risk of war should that 
government refuse. It ignores the right of San Domingo to show cause 
to the contrary, and makes the government of the United States assume 
an air of dictatorship toward that power utterly derogatory to its inde- 
pendence and dignity, and utterly inconsistent with our own policy and 
character. THe committee cannot too strongly condemn such a pro- 
ceeding, one so plainly at war with every principle of the law of nations, 
the rights of nations, and the peace of the world. Especially is such a 
course objectionable toward so feeble a power as San Domingo, more 
deserving of our liberal kindness than our dictation. 

So much for the forum which Mr. Hatch has selected. 

To prove the loss of the property, however, he presents no other proof 
but his own statement, to which he has omitted to make oath. If he 
had suffered much damages we do not imagine it to ha;ve been impos- 
sible for him to procure some sort of testimony in the shape of deposi- 
tions of witnesses or other documentary proof, such as a protest made at 
or near the time by himself or some friend tending to establish the fact. 
But we have no such proof, and we are not aware, from anything before 
the committee, that he ever drew up any documentary statement until 
the 13th of May, 1870, the date of his petition to Congress. In this 
paper he states "his case as follows : 

Nothiog was known of the situation of affairs in other parts of the country during all 
this time, and not until the 14th of August, when General Garcia, with about three 
hundred men of the government army, took possession of the town without opposition. 
Bfe come immediately to my house with all his staff. I received them courteously, and 
efttotained them with such as I had. After being in the house about an hour General 
Qajsa&leib, with the chief officers of his staff, to take a look around the town ; and as 
soon as they were weU out of sight, some fifty or more of the troops rushed into the 
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hoase aud made a ccncral pilla<ce of overytbing they took a fancy to, without amy 
attempt to resti-aiu tnem being made by the officers present. My clerk ran immedi- 
ately to call General Garcia. Ho came in great haste, caught several men in the yard 
making olf Avith their plunder; took it from them and threatened them with severe 
punishiucnt if anything of the kind shonld bo again attempted ; and also severely- 
reprimanded the oiUcer whose duty it wa« to see that a guard was placed over the 
house. He then came to me and expressed his regrets for what had happened, and 
promised to guard against a repetition of the outrage, remarking at the same time that 
they were the worst set of men he had ever had to do with, and that some of his offi- 
cers were as bad as the men. On returning from Rincon with his army, on the 17th, 
General Garcia, with his mounted officers, passed directly through the town to recon- 
uoiter, and immediately after a large body of the troops broke open my house, which 
was closed and locked, and carried off the little merchandise recovered on the 14th, a 
considerable portion of my clothing, wax, gum, and other articles. General Garcia 
returned soon afterward, and, hearing what had occurred, came immediately to a 
neighbor's house, to which I had been obliged to remove, having lost all my cooking 
apparatus, crockery, cutlery, &c., and again apologized for the robbery, and promised 
every satisfaction in his power, and that he should make a thorough investigation into 
the affair. On the following morning the troops were formed in the square, and after 
a little time the man was pointed out who led the gang the afternoon previous, and 
was shot five minutes after the discovery. General Garcia came to me after the execu- 
tion, and said he hoped the exemplary punishment he had made to enforce discipline 
in his army would satisfy me that he was not one to tolerate such conduct in men 
under his command. I replied that I had never thought otherwise of him, and there- 
fore felt perfectly secure when I heard he was coming in command of the army ; but 
that I thought some of the officers of his staff more to blame than the men, and was 
persuaded they knew of the arrangement to plunder my house before their entry on the 
l4th, consented to it, and participated in it, which was evident fh>m the fact that several 
of them had on articles taken from my store and wardrobe. It is not surprising that 
ignorant men, forced into the service by a press-gang — without conscription or enroll- 
ment ; without the semblance of discipline or military order ; without pay or regular 
rations ; half-starved and half-naked — should avail of every opportunity to help tnem- 
selves to whatever they needed, regardless who their victim was, or of its consequences 
to their government ; but a government that tolerates such things in a general or other 
commissioned officer is doubly and trebly responsible. 

Even admitting this to be a correct statement of the mode of the 
spoliation, it is manifest that it was nothing but the ordinary ravages of 
war. Had Mr. Hatch been a firm and active friend of Baez, as he was 
not, we are by no means prepared to say that under the circumstances 
the goverament of Baez was by any principle of public law responsible 
for this alleged spoliation 5 for we cannot admit the principle that a 
government is justly answerable for all the damages don§ to its citizens 
or subjects resulting from the operations of its armies in the field. The 
ordinary duty of a government to protect its citizens or subjects is 
limited by the principles of public law to the enactment and enforce- 
ment of statutes requisite to maintain peace and order among them, 
such as the establishment of courts of justice and other protective and 
remedial agencies. But to hold the government responsible for all 
damages that may occur to individuals in the necessary use of military 
means to repel an invasion or subdue an insurrection would be to 
demand of it what would be in very many cases utterly unreasonable 
and impracticable. 

We do not find in recognize^ treaties of the law^ of nations and 01 
war such a principle. In such cases it must be expected that indi- 
viduals will, to some extent at least, be sufferers in the common calamity. 
But we must not lose sight of the fact that Mr. Hatch was not a friend 
of Baez or his government, and that he had connived with the enemy 
during Cabral's occupation of the place. This was fully proved upon 
his trial, and this was the gTound of his condemnation. In addition to 
the proofs we have cited above, used upon his trial, we are compelled to 
refer to the further fact that while at Barahona, and during CabraPs 
occupation, he furnished to the craft called the Telegraph a bill of 
health; this bill of health being the only document found on board at 
the time she entered the jwrt of Tortola, she was considered to be a 
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pirate, and in the employ of Gabral; and she bad no right to enter the 
port of Barahona because that was not a port of entry. 

We refer to the official report of Commander Queeu to the Navy 
Department, dated St. Christopher, September 11, 1869, and to the tes- 
timony of General Babcock, on the subject, (printed testimony, p. 41:) 

Commander Queen went with the Tuscarora to TortoUi. I have hero his original 
report to the Navy Department, and I wiU caU attention to portions of it. It begins 
with a letter dat«d St. Christopner, September 11, 1869. I will read only a portion : 

^' The policy of the government of the island in relation to the Telegrafo has been ex- 
tremely vacillating, caused, no doubt, in a great measure by the persons interested in 
the vessel, many of which are at present hero, having accompanied Governor Pine from 
Antigua. The governor himself has developed in council that the sale of the vessel was 
a sham. The officer effecting the sale has been dismissed, and the money paid into the 
colonial treasury, as the commission on the sale has been returned. The only paper 
w^hich the vessel was enabled to exhibit at Tortola was a bill of health furnished by 
one Hatch, an American, at Barahona, a Dominican port, not a port of entry.'' 

On September 20 he transmits the various papers that had been furnished to him in 
reference to this vessel, and the last one, numbered 26, is : 

^'I hereby certify that the steamer Telegrafo, (or Eesiauraeion,) arrived in the port or 
harbor of Tortola on the 12th July last past under Dominican colors, produced at the 
cnstom-honse a clearance and biU of health from the port of Barahona, San Domingo ; 
and no other documents to prove her nationalitv or ownership were exhibited. 

"ISAAC FAREINGTON, 

" Comptroller Ctisloms. 

" Tortola, 6ih August, 1869. 

"I horebv certify that Isaac Farringtoii, esq., is comptroller of customs. 

" JOSEPH G. GORDON, 

*^ Provost MaraJuil." 

And it may be added further, according to the testimony of ex-Com- 
mercial Agent Smith, (printed testimony, p. 155,) that Mr. Hatch had 
been engaged in other ilUcit traffic at Barahona. The Danish vessel 
Botto was consigned from St. Thomas to Mr. Hatch, at Barahona, and 
was nndonbtedly engaged in illicit traffic, in which Hatch connived. She 
was seized, condemned, and sold by the Dominican government. (See 
printed testimony, p. 155.) 

That a person so situated should make reclamation against the gov- 
ernment he was thus offending would seem to be sin^ar; and from 
what is before us we cannot presume that Mr. Hatch had, or has now, 
any ground for a claim of indemnification. If he was demnified at all — 
a fact which it is not necessary to deny — it was his misfortune, growing 
out of his own fault ; and without assuming to say that he can establish 
no just claim against the government of the republic, we are constrained 
to say that we are not able to see its justice, and that at any rate his 
application to Congress in this behalf is premature and irregular. We 
cannot but regard this unusual course as an attempt by Mr. Hatch, in 
making his alleged grievances public, to prevent a fair consideration of 
the treaty of annexation ; to arouse unfounded prejudices against it, and 
finally to defeat it. His course evinces a want of that candor and cir- 
cumspection which should characterize every American citizen abroad 
in matters in which his government and country are concerned. Loud 
and passionate clamors against individuals, blind surmises and personal 
pique that warp the judgment and induce a forgetfulness of matters of 
fiact, are not the means proper to be exercised to influence our judg- 
ments in matters of such grave importance. 

The committee therefore recommend that Mr. Hatch's petition be in- 
definitely postponed. 

JAMES W. NYE. 

J. M. HOWARD. 

GEO. H. WILLIAMS. 

WILLARD WARNER. 



VIEWS OF THE MINORITY. 



Mr. SCHUBZ submitted the following as the views of the minority : 

The undersigned regret to be obliged to declare their dissent from the 
report of the majority of this committee in every important point of fact 
as well as of reasoning. 

We submit the following statement of the case of Mr. Davis Hatch as 
strictly in accordance with the evidence before the committee. Mr. 
Davis Hatch is universally acknowledged to be a gentleman of the highest 
character and respectability. The testimony of all the witnesses, with- 
otit exception, agrees in this respect. Mr. Fabens himself, the diplomatic 
representative of the Dominican government, sent here to promote and 
protect its interests, admits that Mr. Hatch's private character is with- 
out reproach. The inost prominent citizens of Norwalk, Conn., the 
home of Mr. Hatch, having heard of an assault made upon his character 
fn the Senate, hasten voluntarily to express their high appreciation of 
him as a citizen and a gentleman. (Published testimony, p. 179.) 

MB. HATCH'S TROUBLE WITH THE DOIvnNieAJir GOVERNMENT. 

While Mr. Hatch was engaged in mercantile business at Barahona, 
in the Ih)minican Eepublie, that town was invaded by an armed force of 
the Oabral party, insurgents against the government of President Baez, 
and it remained in their possession for a period of about three months. 
It then fell into the hands of the troops of Baez, and Mr. Hatch was 
arrested immediately afterward on the alleged ground that he had aided 
the Cabral party. This happened in the month of August, 1869. 

He was taken to the city of San Domingo to pass through an examina- 
tion. Had he been tried there, the trial would have taken place before 
SI civil tribunal and under the eyes of the consul of the United Sts^es. 
But he was carried to Azua, a hundred miles from San Domingo City, into 
a province then under martial law, where he was brought before a mili- 
tary court. 

^e proceedings of that military court, with a full account of the 
charges preferred, the testimony taken, the arguments made, as well as 
the finding and sentence of the court, form part of the evidence accom- 
panying this report. The majority of this committee have much to say 
in favor of those proceedings, their regularity and justice. Without 
going into a lengthy argument, the undersigned content themselves with 
Simply inviting senators who desire to form for themselves an impartial 
opinion in the case, to read the official record of that trial ; we are con- 
fident they will come to the conclusion that the whole proceeding was a 
barbarous farce — a transparent act of persecution. 

The circumstance that Mr. Delmonte, the Dominican minister of jus- 
tice, assured Mr. Smith, then commercial agent of the United States at 
San Domingo, before and during the trial, that Mr. Hatch would finally 
not be harmed, and the same assurance given to Mr. Hatch, render it 
pjnobable that the Dominican government itself had no great faith in the 
justice of its own action. 
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Before going farther iii this narrative, we may inquire into the prob- 
able motiyes which led to these acts of chicanery and persecution. 
- The testimony shows that in former years Mr. Hatch h^^ incurred the 
displeasure of two very powerful individuals on the island. We must 
look back to the year 1866. In that year the people of the Dominican 
Eepublic had formed a constitutional government^ with a Congress regu- 
larly elected by the people, and other institutions of a liberal character. 
General Gabral was made president. Baez was in exile. 

During that time Mr. Hatch wrote a number of letters, which were 
published in American newspapers, severely reflecting upon General 
Baez. 

Mr. Hatch also prevented, by the information he furnished, the con- 
\ flrmation by the Senate of the IJnited States of Mr. William L. Gazneau, 
I who had been nominated by President Johnson for the office of minister 
Iresident of the United States to San Domingo. General Baez and Mr. 
ICazneau were great friends. 

In 1868 the constitutional government was overthrown in a revolu- 
tionary way by the friends and partizans of General Baez, and one of 
'\ General Baez's first acts, after his accession, to power inj.868, was the 
/ \ arrest of Mr. Hatch on the al leged ground that Mr. ETatchTBadco-operated 
\ with the opposit^'TTaatyl How absolutely groundless this charge was 
I then appears from a letter addressed to President Baez by his own 
J brother, Generale Valentine Eamirez Baez, governor of the province in 
j which Mr. Hatch resided, and by the testimony of Mr. Somers Smith, 
our commercial agent, both of which form part of this report. 

It ought to be noted here that Mr. Hateh was the agent and represen- 
tative of a company of Americans who had acquired the grant of a valu- 
able salt mine ; that Baez had repeatedly tried to have that grant an- 
nulled, and that the ownership of that salt mine appears to be in doubt 
even now, inasmuch as on one of the official lists of grants furnished by 
Mr. Gautier, secretary of state of the Dominican Eepublic, that grant 
appears as annulled, while on another it figures as valid. It is clear 
from the evidence that efforts were made to divest Mr. Hateh and his 
company of that possession. 

When Mr. Hatch had thus been arrested in 1868, Mr. Smith, our com- 
mercial agent, used his good offices for him, and Mr. Hateh was released 
on condition that he remain quiet. Mr. Hatch then resumed his business 
pursuits at Barahona. These occurrences are calculated to throw light 
on the treatment Mr. Hatch received in 1869. 

Let us now return from this digression to the events which form the 
subject of this inquiry. We left Mr. Hatch in the hands of the military 
court at Azua. Mr. Hatch was sentenced to be shot. Immediately after- 
ward he was pardoned on condition that he leave the country. This 
pardon was decreed by the Dominican senate, and published in the official 
gazette on the 4th of October, 1869. It was a full pardon, with no other 
condition but the one mentioned. The original pardon was not in evi- 
dence before the committee, but the testimony of Mr. Smith, our com- 
mercial agent, is conclusive on that point. 

But Mr. Hatch was not released in accordance with that pardon. He 
was kept in prison at Azua until the middle of March, 1870. 

WHY WAS MR. HATCH KEPT IN PRISON f 

As to the reasons which induced the Dominican government to keep 
Mr. Hatch in prison for several months after he had been pardoned, the 
Dominican government itself has furnished clear and conclusive testi- 
mony. 
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^hile Mr. Hatch was held for trial, negotiations began between the 
government of the Dominican Republic and the government of the 
United States for the annexation of the Dominican Republic to the 
United States. General Babcock arrived as the agent of the govern- 
ment of the United States in San Domingo in July, 1869, remaining there 
several weeks, when a preliminary protocol was drafted and signed, and 
again in November, 1869, when the anuexation treaty was concluded. 

In spite of the urgent and repeated solicitations of our commercial 
agents, Mr. Smith, and subsequently Mr. Perry, Mr. Hatch was kept in 
prison, and the reasons which the Dominican government itself assigned 
for his continued incarceration, appear in an official note addressed by 
M. M. Gautier, Dominican secretary of state, to our commercial agent, 
dated February 19, 1870. Mr. Gautier says : 

The repeated and urgent solicitations wliicli you have made in favor of the said 
Hatch, united with the desire which my government has to please that of Washington, 
would have pursuaded us to concede his passports at once, had it not been for the ir- > 
reconcilable enmity with which he attacks the government in all of its acts through s 
the newspapers and their agents, inventing calumnies to divert the public mind against t (f^*"**^ 
annexation to the United States^ which desire has been manifested so loudly and publicly f 
by the people. " 1 

I desire that you will be good enough to assure his excellency the Secretary of State 
in Washington, that the prolonged sojourn of Mr. Hatch here has been only to prevent 
his hostile action in New York, assuring him at the same time that if this reason will 
not satisfy him, and that should he insist on his (Hatch) being permitted to go, the gov- xV^ 
emment, which has had no other aim than that of preventing falsehood and the mis- 
leading of public opinion in the United States, will be very glad to satisfy his wishes. 
(P. 101.) 

It must be noted here that not a particle of evidence has been pro- 
duced before the committee showing that Mr. Hatch had attacked the 
Dominican government in the newspapers after Baez's accession to 
I)ower. All those articles were written while General Cabral was Presi- 
dent. General Babcock speaks in his testimony of a Havana corre- 
spondence which was sent to the New York World after the liberation of 
Mr. Hatch, and which General Babcock considers inspired by Mr. Hatch 
on account of certain expressions occurring therein ; but the letter came 
evidently rom the regular correspondent of the World, and was writ- 
ten months after the date of Mr. Gautier's note. 

But Mr. Gautier's testimony does not stand alone. In a dispatch ad- 
dressed by Admiral Poor to the Navy Department, March 12, 1870, we 
find an account of an interview the admiral had with President Baez. 
He says : " During this interview the subject of the imprisonment of 
Mr. Hatch, an American citizen, was introduced. The explanation for 
the continued incarceration of Mr. Hatch was his connection with par- 
ties and presses hostile to San Domingo, and that he tvould exert an in- 
fluence there upon public opinion that would be very detrimental to the 
interests of San Domingo with regard to annexation." (P. 128.) This is 
the testimony of President Baez himself. 

It is evident, therefore, beyond all possibility of doubt or cavil, that 
the avowed reason why the Dominican government kept Mr. Hatch, an 
American citizen, in prison, was the apprehension that if set at liberty 
he might exert an influence injurious to the scheme of annexing the 
Dominican Eepublic to the United States. 

AVHO SHARED THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THIS OUTRAGE WITH THE 

DOMINICAN GOVERNMENT ? 

Among the documents accompanying this report (p. 136) we find a 
letter addressed by Mr. William L. Gazneau to General Babcock, on 
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Febraary 19, 1870, of wbicli we shall have occasiou to say more hereafter. 
In that letter, after having denounced Mr. Perry for his efforts to pro- 
cure Mr. Hatch'8 release, and given an account of a conversation be- 
tween President Baez, Mr. Perry and himself, Mr. Cazneau says : 

This has not satisfied Major Perry, and he renews his demand for the instant release 
of Mr. Hatch; on the ground that his government had repeatedly instracted him to 
insist upon it. President Baez said to him, in my presence, that Hatch was indulging 
in threats against this government, and would 6ortainly make use of his liberty to join 
the »!r^jj}^f^a. of^annexation ; that Hatch, though closely watched, was not rigorously 
imprisoned ; that a iW weeks' restraint would not be so inconvenient to him aa his 
slanderous statements might hecoijue to the success of General Grant^s policy in the 
Antilles; and that Hatch, being a convicted criminal, whose final pardon had not yet 
been delivered to him, the Dominican executive had the right to^ consult the exigen- 
cies of the situation in detaining him for a time ; but that a full explanation of these 
facts should bo sent to President Grant, together with a statement that the United States 
commercial agent had exerted himself to have the pardon completed. Baez repeated 
these })oints to me, and Perry then turned upon me with the accusation that I am moro 
Dominican than American, and that for personal reasons I was opposing the liberation 
of an innocent man, while I was obtaining pardons for murderers, meaning the poor 
American sailor whom the Dominican authorities commended to our sympathy. I 
replied, this was not true, and that I thought President Baez had the right and ought to 
do everything in hispotcer to serve and protect negotiations in which our President was 
so deeply interested. 

Major Perry's want of discretion and self-control was annoying ; but it has not, and 
will not he suffered to check the proper shaping-out of the great business iu hand, that 
is now in the high tide of success. 

From this it is evident that Mr. Gazuean^ himself an American citi- 
zen, did not only approve of Mr. Hatch's being kept in prison because 
he might injure the annexation scheme, but encouraged President Baez 
in this course, by declaring to Baez himself, that he ought to do so. 
To Mr. Gazneau's character and his confidential relations with General 
Babcock, we shall refer. 

It is also alleged by Mr. Perry, the commercial agent of the United 
Stetes, who was sent to San Domingo in November, 1870, to relieve Mr. 
Smith, recalled, that General Babcock expressed his opinion and used 
his influence in the same direction. Mr. Perry swears that previous to 
his departure for San Domingo in October last, in the course of a con- 
versation at the Executive Maiision, Gejieral Babcock ^' told him of the 
circumstances of Mr. Hatch's case, and said that he (Perry) should not 
interfere in Hatch's behalf, on the ground that Hatch would work 
against annexation and was an enemy to Gazneau and his friends." (P. 24.) 

Mr. Perry testifies further that, when he and General Babcock were 
together at San Domingo in ^November, 1870, " the day before the Al- 
bany left," he asked General Babcock " why it was that he could not get 
the release of Mr. Hatch ; that he (Perry) had been promised that release 
several times, but that the Dominican government kept putting him off 
and that he did not like it ; that General Babcock replied, he (Perry) had 
better not apply for Mr. Hatch's release, at any rate not until he (Bab- 
cock) had left the island, and that General Babcock gave the same rea- 
son he had given before, tha^/ Hfl,t^,]i -^piTid.^wnpi^^g^inflf the treaty and 
jjad-Tm^-enemy. tojljat^ and friends.) ^25.) 

" Mr. Perry further testifies that on Decoration Day, the 30th of May 
last, he met General Babcock here in Washington, and that in the course 
of the conversation Babcock said : " It was a great pity that he (Perry) 
had had that man Hatch released; that it was a great mistake, and the 
President was very much displeased about it." (P. 25.) 

Mr. Perry finally states that Mr. Gazneau and General Babcock, had 
informed him that Gazneau and Fabens had large interests on the island, 
and that Babcock and Ingalls had interests with them. (P. 104.) 

These allegations having been denied by General Babcock, and the 
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testimony of Mr. Perry being represented by the majority of this com- 
nuttee as un^rorthy of belief, the undersigned desire to state their own 
opinion as to Mr. Perry's character, and the value of the testimony he 
produces, an opinion based upon the facts which appear in tlie evidence. 

MR. RAYMOND H. PEEBY. 

Mr. Perry is still a young man, a member of a highly respected family 
iu Bhode Island, and a relative of the illustrious commodore. When he 
was appointed commercial agent to Ban Domingo he had already a 
checkered career behind him. At the commencement of the late civil war 
lie JQ^ied a three-months' regiment as a private, and afterward a Bhode 
Island battery as a lieutenant. He went through the peninsular cam- 
paign, acquired the reputation of a brave and eiUcient soldier, and was 
recommended for a commission in the regular army. Owing to a quick and 
impulsive temperament he involved himself in difficulties. He shot an 
officer who threatened his life in tlie discharge of his duty ; was tried by 
court-martial for this act, and immediately acquitted. He bad trouble 
with bis immediate superior, resigned, and entered a ISew York regi- 
ment as a captain. We find bim in charge of recruits on Biker's Island, 
New York, who, refasing to:go on board the steamer which is to carry 
them off, rise in mutiny ; they attack Inm with clubs and axes,, but he 
subdues them, wounding many with pistol and sword. He is sent to 
ISew Orleans to take qharge of a cavalry battalion, and serves through 
the Bed Biver campaign. When on detached' duty in New Orleans we 
find him involved in one of those innumerable horse and mule caries 
which occupied our courts-martial during the war, found guilty, sen- 
tenced to be dismissed, but restored to active duty, serving in the Mo- 
bile campaign, and honorably discharged after the close of the war. 

But he does not return to the peacefg.1 pursuits of civil life. Offlie 
goes to Mexico to serve in the ranks of the republicans against Maxi- 
milian. Then we find him in 1866 and 1867 with General Sheridan on 
special duty in Louisiana and Texas, part of the time as chief of police 
at Galveston, finally resigning that position and returning to the North. 

We recognize in him one of those restless, adventurous spirits who 
are the characteristic growth of a new country ; a man delighting in a 
life of activity, excitement, and danger, made for military service in the 
field, for the frontier, and for the most arduous of police duties ; a man 
of a hot and impulsive temper, prone to use force in a difficidty, impa- 
tient of the regular discipline of social life, brave, intrepid, and daring, 
of generous impulses, abhorring foul play. 

We have no doubt the worst that can be said about Mr. Perry has 
been hunted up and can be found in the evidence accompanying this 
re]K)rt, while, on the other hand, men who knew him long and well, as 
for instance General Clark, General Sheridan, and other officers under 
whom he served, testify warmly to his excellent qualities. 

General Clark's testimony having been quoted by the majority of 
this committee as unfavorable to his repute, we deem it proper to give 
here the most material points of it : 

Hon, WnxiAM T. Clark sworn and examined. 

By Mr. Howard: 

Question. Are you a member of the House of Representatives ? — Answer. Yes, sir ; 
from Texas. 
Q; Are you acquainted with Raymond H. Perry ? — ^A. I am. 
Q. Where did you know him ? — ^A. I knew him first in Galveston, Texas. 
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Q. In ivhat capacity t — ^A. He was there when I first met him, I think npon the stafi 
of General Sheridan, then in command of the military district of Texas. 

Q. Where did yon know him again f — ^A. I knew him afterward in Galyeston, Texas, 
where he was acting as chief of police of that city. 

Q. Where next f — ^A. I next saw him some time in September last, when he came 
here with letters from General Sheridan, requesting some appointment under the gov- 
ernment. The letter of General Sheridan indorsed him in the most emphatic manner 
as a very useful and energetic officer in any position to which he might be appointed. 

Q. What can you say in regard to his general character for honesty and honor, truth 
and veracity t — ^A*. M^jor Perry's reputation in the army was of this character : he is 
one of the boldest and bravest scouts ever employed in our service. All reports which 
he brought in of any engagement in which he might have been concerned, or any infor- 
mation which he was required to procure from the enemy, or on any account on which 
he sent, was always considered by his commanding officers as entirely reliable. It was 
this peculiarity, as I may say, that endeared him to his commanding officers, and 
finally secured him the place of chief of police of Galveston. When he was appointed 
chief of police, General Griffin tele^aphed to General Sheridan asking for an officer to 
occupy that position. He immediately recommended Mtgor Perry. General Griffin 
made this remark in my presence : ^^ We will have somebody here now who will kill 
five or six of these fellows, and then they will behave themselves." In other words, I 
cannot describe the major's character better than to say he is made up of the most 
combustible materials in a fisht ; but I cannot commend his discretion or his judgment 
on occasions where sueh qualities are "required. 

Q. Has he been in the habit of acting as a spy or detective ? — ^A. I think that is 
where his forte lies more than anything else, and that may have caused to grow up in 
him a sort of suspicious temperament which will lead him to go further than the facts 
would justify in the case of an investigation which he was ciuled upon to make. 

Q. What is he ordinarily as to color in his statement of firsts — ^inclined to suspicion 
and exagj^eration f — A. I am inclined to think that the m^jor would overstate in a 
ease that interested him personally. He might be inclined to overstate some little 
matter in which he yiay have been cnjB^aged. That is the only thing about him that 
I can speak of. I never have heard his character for truth and veracity disputed. At 
the same time his habits of life from youth up, his peculiarities, would lead the ma^or, 
in my estimation, in making up his judgment or miUcingup his report of a transaction, 
to carry his personal feelings further than the facts would really justify. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Mr. Clark, have you had much personal connection with Mr. Perry, much per- 
sonal intercourse with him f — ^A. I know the migor very well. I know his history ; 
know his family ; know where he was bom and brought up. 

Q. Do yon think there is anything malicious in his character that would induce him 
to persecute a person without reason? — ^A. I should be sorry to believe that the msgor 
would ever persecute anybody. I do believe, however, that his temperament would 
bi^ him. 

Q. Do you think him capable of downright lying for the purpose of getting any- 
body into trouble?— A. I do not believe that. From my knowledge of him I do not 
believe he would do that. 

By Mr. ViCKERS : 

Q. Is he sternly and rigidly efficient in the discharge of his duty? — A- No doubt at 
that. Perhaps too much so on occasions. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Do you think he is an incorruptible man, or that he can be bought V— A. I do 
not like to answer that question. I do not know whether I am prepared to answer or 
not. I never have known anything of him that would lead me to believe that he 
could be bought for any sum of money. 

Q. Have you ever heard anything of him which would induce yon to believe that 
he could be bought with money? — ^A. Never a word. 

It is proper, also, to refer to documentary evidence, showing in what 
estimation Mr. Perry was held by the officers nnderVhom he served: 

Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

New Orleans, August 31, 1864. 

Captain ; I take pleasure in bearing testimony to the invariably good conduct; both 
in camp and field, which you have shown since you have been in my command. 
I have always found you prompt and energetic in the discharge of whatever duties 
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have heen aaiigned yoa, as also gentlemanly and oonrteons in your pertonal bear- 
ing. 

I have the honor to be, very reei>ectfally, yonr obedient servant, 

N. P. BANES, 
Major GcneraJf Cktmnuimdiug. 
Captain Raymond H. Perrt, 

Third Rhode Inland Cavalry. 



A tme copy : 



O. F. AVEBY, 
Captain and Judge Advoeaie. 



Office Chief of Ahtilleby, 
Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

Neto Orleans, August 30, 1864. 

Sir : Beports having been circulated in Bhode Island, by evil-disposed persons, with 
a view of injuring your character as a gentleman and impairing the confidence of the 
executive of State, it affords me pleasure to bear testimony to your invaluable and 
highly creditable service during the Bed Biver campaign, both in yonr regiment and 
on my staff. I have also met you from time to time in this city, and I have yet to 
know of anything to your discredit as a gentleman and officer. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient, 

BICHABD ABNOLD, 
Brigadier General U. S. Volunteers, 
Captain Baymond H. Perry, 

Third Rhode Island Cavalry. 



A true copy : 



O. F. AVEBY, 

Captain and Judge Advocate. 



Headquarters Fifi-h Military District, 

New Orleans, La., August 7, 1867. 

General : I take great pleasure in introducing Mr. Baymond H. Perry, the bearer 
•f this letter. He has been employed by me as a special oi&cer for some time. I have 
the highest esteem for his sobriety, honesty, and zeal, and am only willing to part 
with him from the belief that he may obtain a more advantageous situation. His serv- 
ices are almost indispensable to me, but I have advised him to accept the offer from 
GalYeston. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. H. SHEBIDAN, 
Major General United States Army. 
Brevet Major General Charles Griffin, 

Commanding District of Texas, Galveston, Texas. 



State of Bhode Island Executive Department, 

Providence, February 11, 1868. 

My Dear General : Please allow me to present to you my friend, Major Baymond 
H. Perry, who was an efficient and gallant officer during the late war, and has sinca 
done excellent service in the fifth military district, under General Sheridan, to whom 
he is well known. He is the son of Hon. James D. W. Perry, of this State, one of my 
oldest and best friends. 
Any kindness shown him will be remembered. 
Yours, very truly, 

A. E. BUBNSIDE. 

General U. S. Grant, 

Commanding Armies United States. 



Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 

Chicago, Illinois, October 7, 1869. 

Sir: The bear3r, Major Baymond H. Perry, late of the volunteer army of the United 
States, desires tie appointment of ITnited States marshal for the western district of 

S. Eep. 234 3* 
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T«za8. Ib «afie of an exiatiog Tacaney io said poAtiioD, I oordially lieooinmeiid Mm for 
the place. 

Major Perry served with credit dnring tbe war, and dnriiif^ the years 1865, 1866^ 
and 1867 was with me in the Sonth. For some time he was chief of [)olice at GalTe»- 
touy Texas, haying been appointed by the lute General Charles GriflSn. He is an act- 
ive, energetic, and fearless man, and one that can be relied apon to do hU dut^. 
I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 

Lieutenant GeMtolL 
His Excellency the President of the United States, 

WoBkingionj D, C, 

In October, 1869, Mr. Perry ap])lie(l for the appointment as United 
States marshal for the western district of Texas, a position for which 
his qualities admirably titted him ; bat that place being filled, he was 
by one of those absurd freaks of chance, characteristic of our system 
of civil service, appointed commercial agent at Sau Domingo, a place 
with which diplomatic functions are connected, and which required just 
Hie opposite of the qualities he possessed. 

He was conscious of this and expressed himself in that sense. But 
he was appointed and went on a mission full of perplexities to him. 
He went, as he says, ^'with everything involved in mystery.'' He 
relieved Mr. Smith, who, as he fouud reason to believe, ha<l been re- 
moved because he was obnoxious to Baez, Cazneau, and their friends. 
General Babcock gave him letters of iutroduction to ^iu^(la7"^Bn ai^^ 
Mr. FabenSj at St. Domingo, whom, as Mr. Perry testifies. General 
BabnOC^fecom mended to his confidence as his friends. General Bab- 
cock denies this, but we shall show from General Babcock's own letters 
that Mr. Perry's statement is essentially correct. 

On the steamer carrying him to San Domingo Mr. Perry meets Mr. 
Fabens, a speculator, who has large i)ecuniary interests on San Domingo, 
and takes a most lively interest in the annexation scheme. His conver- 
sations with Mr. Fabens produce a curious suspicion in his niind. 

A few days after Mr. Perry's landing on the island Mr. Fabens tells 
him that General Babcock will arrive at a certain time, and Mr. Perry 
finds that Mr. Fabens is better inft)rmed than he is himself. General 
Babcock, accompanied by Generals Ingalls and Sackett, does arrive, and, 
before landing, desires at once to have Mr. Fabens brought on board the 
steamer. From General Babcock's hands Mr. Perry receives his instruc- 
tions concerning the treaty to be made. He is also directed by the State 
Department to govern himself by the advice and instructions he will 
receive from General Babcock. He finds General Babcock in contiden- 
fial relations with Fabens and Cazneau, and these two gentlemen are 
present in President Baez's room when the treaty is negotiated, taking 
part in the, proceedings. He is startled by a jnoposition put forth by 
Mr. Cazneau to make two different treaties, one secret and one for the 
public. (See General Sackett's testimony, p. 51.) 

The Hatch case comes up repeatedly,' but Mr. Perry, asking for Mr. 
Hatch's release, can obtain neither satisfaction from Baez nor aid from 
Babcock. 

The treaty concluded. General Babcock leaves. At first Mr. Perry, 
althpugh noticing things calculated to awaken suspicion, contents him- 
self with the idea that, in following the advice of Cazneau and friends, 
he is acting in the spirit of his instructions. He ccmsents to do all that 
seems calculated to further the annexation scheme. Although he per- 
ceives that the vote of the Dominican people in favor of annexation is 
controlled by force and intimidation, he goes even so far as to permit 
Baez and Cai^neau to dictate his dispatches concerning that subject. 
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Bat presently Mr. Perry's suspicions of foul play grow stronger. He 
resolves to tell his government the truth. He communicates his appre- 
hensions to the Secretary of State and to General Babcock, at first in 
onofiicial letters, and with timid reticence, so as not to injure any person 
connected with our government; but then, more and more strongly 
alarmed, he emphatically cautions the Secretary of State against the / 
men who, in his opinion, endeavor to turn thejinnex9r.tijMUl£thfiJ3omin- / /^ 
lean Eepublic into a specuKtioh'for their private aidvantage. Beex-i 
presses TBrtmpg;^^^^^ to the State DeparTtnent, that 

commissioners be sent to inquire into the state of affairs on the island, j 
He receives two letters from Generals Babcock and liigalls, almost /, 
identical in their terms, advising him to put nothing t)ersonal in his / 
official correspondence, and to " write encouraging.^ (P. 195.) He is in- / 
farmed by members of the Dominican senate that an attempt is being 
made to defraud the United States by a large grant of public land to 
Mr. Cazneau, in contravention of the sixth article of the treaty. Eager 
to protect his government, and unacquainted with, or forgetful of, the 
usual ways of diplomatic intercourse, he addresses a note directly to 
the Dominican senate, protesting against such proceedings, and involves 
himself in an angry correspondence with the Dominican secretary of 
State. It is worthy of note that Mr. Fish, in a dispat(jh to Mr. Perry, 
while disapproving of his having addressed the senate directly, still 
approves of his elibrt to prevent the grant. In this way Mr. Perry, as 
Mr. Cazneau, the chief speculator, says in his letter of May 6th, '' brings 
on a premature disclosure of facts that, for the public interest, should 
have been held strictly confidential for the present.'' (P. 91.) 

The same Mr, Cazneau boasts in a letter to Mr. Perry that "no Amer- 
ican has been more intimately acquainted with the Samana and annex- 
ation negotiations from their inception to their close'' than he, (Cazneau,) 
and gives Mr. Perry to understand that he knows more of the policy of 
our government than its official representative. I 

Mr. Perry finds this man in continual correspondence with the Execu- I 
tive Mansion at Washington. He finds that by this very fact Mr. Caz- | 
neau wields a mysterious influence over President Baez, and that he 
uses that influence to obtain pardons for other criminals, but to keep 
Mr. Hatch in prison, after having been pardoned, in spite of his urgent 
official demands for his release. Thus he finds another jnetended re[)re- 
sentative of the United States more powerful than he is in his official 
character. In reply to one of his demands for the release of Mr. Hatch, 
made in the name of the government of the United States, Mr. Gautier, 
the Dominican secretary of state, asks to have the case once more re- 
ferred to Washington, as if there another opinion were entertained 
about the case; and, finally, the release of Mr. Hatch is obtained only 
in response to a peremptory demand, supported by a rear-admiral of the 
United States. 

Thus Mr. Perry finds himself suiTounded by influences mysterious and 
apparently more powerful than his official authority; and with such 
doubts, misgivings ,and perplexities weighing upon his mind, he comes 
on leave to Washington. He is in favor of annexation, but oi)posed to 
corrupt jobs; he finds reason to believe that those in authority are in the 
dark as to many things they ought to know, and he resolves " to make 
a clean breast of it." 

This is,*in our opinion, the character and this the state of mind of the 
man as appealing from the evidence ; and in tliis light his own testimony 
should be viewed. While involving himself in some apparent contra- 
dictions on points of minor importance, when under the confusing pres- 
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sore of a sharp and rapid cross-examination, yet his testimony is entirely 
consistent on the main questions and in most of its statement power- 
fully supported by undeniable circumstantial evidence. Nobody can 
read his testimony without coming to the conclusion that he meant 
to do his duty; that his very mistakes sprung from a desire to 
serve his government in the annexation policy; and that it is diffi- 
cult to imagine any personal interest which could have induced him, by a 
hostile attitude, to offend and to make enemies of those whose influential 
position could so materially affect for the better or for the worse his indi- 
vidual fortunes. We believe, therefore, that his testimony is entitled to 
far more credit than the majority of this comhiittee accord to it. 

But it is by no means from the testimony of Mr. Perry alone, nor even 
mainly from Mr. Perry's testimony, that we have drawn those conclusions 
which we are going to lay before the Senate. We rely principally upon 
the docuraentury evidence and the testimony of General Babcock. 

GENERAL OBVILLE E. BABCOCK. 

General B*abcock went to San Domingo as the confidential agent of the 
government, in July, 1869, accredited to President Baez by a formal let- 
ter from the President of the United States. While at San Domingo he 
was informed that an American citizen, Mr. Davis Hatch, had been ar> 
rested on suspicion of having done something to aid the Gabral party. 
General Babcock's attention was called to the case in the presence of 
President Baez by Mr. Smith, then commercial agent of the United 
States, who took a warm interest in Mr. Hateh. As to the manner in 
which General Babcock at first disposed of the case, we will give his own 
testimony : 

After Mr. Smith went out, President Baez told uie that Mr. Hatch had beeu arrested, 
and was then at Azaa, on his way to San Domingo City, to be tried, and asked me 
about it, and I said : '' Mr. President, you must be certain that you are right in the 
question of law, if you try Mr. Hatch for any such thing ; if you have the proof posi- 
tive that he has been attempting to overthrow your government, I do not suppose our 
government will in any way interfere in the case ; but you must be very certain that 
your evidence is entirely correct." That is all the opinion or instruction I ever gave 
to him about it. Once or twice during the conversation he referred to Mr. Hatch, and 
to the part that Mr. Smith, in the interest of Mr. Hatch, had taken^ and I invariably 
answered in that way, that if he had anv charges against Mr. Hatch he must make 
them out in writing and send them to the State Department in Washington ; that I 
had no authority to treat on any such case Avhatever. (P. 37.) 

He did not inquire into the circumstances of the case himself, leav- 
ing that entirely to the discretion of the Dominican authorities. Mr. 
Smith spoke to him again about the arrest of Mr. Hatch. General Bab- 
cock testifies : " I know he (Consul Smith) asked me to interfere, or some- 
thiug of the kind, and I told him that the President (Baez) had in- 
formed me that Mr. Hatch had been assisting the Oabral party, and 
those charges had been preferred against him, and I told him he must 
forward all the charges to Washington in order to have any action of 
our government.'' (P. 38.) 

But General Babcock did not wait for a formal statement of the 
charges to make up his mind that Mr. Hatch was guilty. He himself 
testifies that, when asked, a very short time afterwanl, to send a vessel 
to the place where Mr. Hatch was held captive, he said in reply, " that 
Mr. Hatch had been interfering with the rebellion in that co,untry, and 
that I should have nothing to do with the case." (P. 142.) Thus we 
find that a mere unsupported statement made by the Dominican au- 
thorities, the very party complained of, was sufficient to convince 
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Greneral Babcock of the guilt of an American citizen in prison and not 
yet tried. 

General Babcock subseqaently saw a report addressed by Commander 
Queen, of the United States ship Tuscarora, to the Navy Department, 
ill which mention was made of Mr. Hatch. Commander Queen had 
been sent in pursuit of the Telegrafo, a little steamer commanded 
by Luperon, one of GabraPs partisans, operating against President 
Baez. The vessel was then suspected of having resorted to piratical 
practices, but afterward acquitted of that charge by a Britisli prize 
<5ourt. That steamer was spld at Tortola. Commander Queen reports 
the event to the Navy Department, and in that report, dated Septem- 
ber 11, occurs the following sentence : "The only paper which the ves- 
sel was enabled to exhibit at Tortola was a bill of health furnished by 
one Hatch, an American, at Barahona, a Dominican port, not a port of 
entry." 

General Babcock saw this report at V^ashington after his return from 
San Domingo, and this occasional information, without any further in- 
quiry, was considered by General Babcock sufficient proof that Mr. 
Hatch was " guilty.'' He had, in fact, pronounced him guilty before that 
on the mere statement of Dominican officials, but now his conviction V 
was firm. We notice in General Babcock a s tran ge deteriqination to in-/* 
gist upon M r. Hatch'sii.fipuilt!i..from the vel?^^ beginning, and lie pro-v 
nonnces Bltnr ^ ^ gUT ity^on every possible occasion where any influence 
favorable to Mr. Hatch might have been exercised. He advises Mr. 
Perry of Mr. Hatch's guilt when Mr. Perry was about to leave for San 
Domingo, and he testifies as follows concerning his conversations with 
the President on that point : 

Q. Had you yourself mentioned Mr. Hatch to the President ? — ^A. I had. 
Q. Had you stated to the President that Mr. Hatch ought not to be released f — ^A. I 
had given my opinion to the President that Mr. Hatch was guilty. (P. 118.) 

And again : 

Q. You did say that you had expressed to the President your opinion that Mr. Hatch 
was guilty T — A. I did ; that he was guilty of what he was accused by those people. 

Q. What led you to believe that Hatch was guilty f — A. The only thing that led m% 
to believe it positively was the report of Captain Queen. The other matter was not 
in the form of proof. 

It turns out, however, that the bill-of-health story, which to General 
Babcock was positive proof of a preconceived conviction, and the only 
proof, did not figure among the charges brought by the Dominican 
authorities against Mr. Hatch at all. 

In November, 18G9, General Babcock appeared again in San Domingo, 
in order to conclude the treaty of annexation. He was clothed with 
extraordinary powers. » Not only was the commercial agent? directed to 
be governed by General Babcock's advice and instructions with regard 
to the pending negotiations, but General Babcock w as also empowered 
tojlij» i)oae of tho - Sar v i!i ! iadj j'.4rflJ;Iie. Jxuij&d^ato ^ i 

the protection of the Dominican Eepublic a gain stToreigtrlhterference. J 
We refer to the orders he issued to naval oificers, page 104. 

The case of Mr. Hatch came again to his notice. Mr. Hatch had in the 
meantime been tried, sentenced to be shot, and pardoned on condition 
that he leave the island. But when General Babcock arrived, he had 
been over six weeks in prison after the publication of his pardon. Mr. 
Perry, whose arrival had preceded that of General Babcock a few days, 
had at once applied for tiie release of Mr. Hatch, and President Baez 
promised it to him, but the promise rrmained unfulfilled. 

The testimony given by General Babcock as to the manner in which 
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the Hatch case then came to his notice is sach as to sbtfg ^vasion an d 
p revaricati on on its very face. We call the attention oT^hfe Heusvte 
to* It: 

By Mr. Schubz : 

Q. When you arrived at San Domingo Ci'y the second time, Mr. Hatch's sentence 
had already been commnted to banishment^ Jiad it not f — A. I do not know. I neyer 
saw the record. I only know what may have been said in general conversation. 

Q. Did you not have any conversation then with anybody at San Domingo City about 
Mr. Hatch f— A. I may have spoken with Mr. Perry two or three times. I remember 
that one day Mr. Perry showed me a letter purporting to come from Mr. Hatch, and for 
all I know it did come from him. • 

Q. Were you aware at that time that Mr. Hatch had passed throngh his trial ; that 
he had been sentenced to deathj and that the sentence had been commuted to banish- 
ment f — ^A. Only from general report. 1 had no record. Nothing had been furnished 
to me. I nnderstood that to be the case, however. 

Q. Did yon know that he was still" held in prison f — A. I understood that he was 
still in prison ; that the pardon had not yet been given to him. 

Q. Did you take any steps, or did you inquire at any government office, aboiTt the 
condition or situation in which Mr. Hatch then was ? — A. I did not. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Was there anything in your instructions that directed you to inquire as to th© 
matter f — ^A. Nothing whatever on the subject in my instnictions. 

By Mr. Williams : 

Q. I understand you to say that you believed all the time that he had taken part in 
the rebellion, and tliat the government of San Domingo had a right to punish him for 
that crime ; that you were under that impression from the evidence you had, and acted 
upon that impression f — ^A. Yes, sir; and that I had no right myself to interfere in any 
^ay. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Where you aw^are at the time when you were at San Domingo City, on the second 
occasion, that Mr. Hatch was then, after his sentence had been commuted to banish- 
ment, illegally detained there T— A. I was not aware of any such thing; that is, I did 
not know what his sentence was, and did not know that he was illegally detained. I 
only knew that it was reported — I could not even say who told me — ^that he had been 
tried; that he had been sentenced t^ be bung or shot, I do not remember which; and 
that the sentence had been commuted to banishment, and that he was going to be sent 
away from the island. 

Q. Did you never have any conversation with Mr. Perry on that subject ? — A. I do not 
know how many times exactly, but tw(» or three times during my stay there the subject 
of Mr. Hatch came up, and lalways gave him the answer that I myself would have 
nothing to do with it ; that I believed Mr. Hatch was guilty of joining the rebellion, 
and I was not going to have anything to do with the case. ' 

Q. Did not Mr. Perry at that time give you information about the situation in which 
Mr. Hatch then was ? — ^A. He showed me a letter that came from Mr. Hatch, as he said, 
in which Mr. Hatch stated tJiat he was being confined at Azua, but it did not state that 
he was confined in prison. The impression that it conveyed was that he was under 
duress. 

Q. The point of my question is this, whether Mr. Perry did or did not at the time . 
inform yon that Mr. Hatch, after having his sentence commuted to banishment from 
the island, was still kept in prison at that time ? — A. Mr. Perry gave me, if any informa- 
tion at all, nothing more than common report. He gave me no record. He showed 
me no record, or any evidence whatever, to show that Hatch had been even tried, nor 
that he had had any sentence passed on him, nor that he was in any way confined. 

Q. Did he not give you information to that effect? — A. I am not aware that he gave 
me any positive information about that. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Did you want to see a regular written official record before you would interfere 
in behalf of an American citizen ?— A. I did not ask for any matter at all. 

Q. Why do you dilate on his not showing you a record so much ? — ^A. I do not dilate 
on it. 

Q. You have already several times repeated that ho showed you no record T — ^A. I am 
not aware that I have said so but once. 

By Mr. Schurz : 
Q. If the information Mr. Perry gave you on that point wjis not of wuch a character, 
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wfaAt were your conversations touohiag Mr. Hatch abont at all f — ^A. The converiatioiis 
in reference to Mr. Hatch, in reference to his having be en connected with this rebe llioo t 

Q. Nu, in reference to the situation he wiis then iitrtns sentence lia^lH^ Been com- 
mnted to banishment and he still being illegally detained there. — A. I do not know 
that I was ever informed by Mr. Perry that that was the case. Mr. Perry may have 
said so, bot I know I heard that in common conversation. I had, however^ no evidence 
whatever that that was the case. 

Q. If yon do nut remember that, do yon remember at all what the conversation touch- 
ing Mr. Hatch was about f — A. It was the question of his being in confinement on the 
island, having been tried, as common report went, and having been sentenced to be 
exeeute<i, and that punishment having been commuted to banishment, that he was still 
in confinement there; but I do not Know what the nature of the commutation was, 
^whether he was to be banished at a certain time, or anything abont it. 

That General Babcock, who, in reply to the first question, pretended 
to have known nothing definite about Mr. Hatch's situation, knew all, 
is clear from the fact adinitted by him that he saw a letter from Mr. 
Hatch lo Mr. Perry, and that letter contained Mr. Hatch's whole story, 
as wfe know from other parts of the evidence. 

So far, then, according to General Babcock's own showing, independ- 
ently of Mr. Perry's testimony, the case stands thus : 

General Babcock, an officer of the United States, invested with ex- 
traordinary authority, is sent to San Domingo to conclude a treaty of 
annexation. He is empowered to extend to the government of the Do- 
minican Republic the protection of our government while that treaty is 
waiting for its final consummation; in fact, that protection is made visi- 
ble and effective by the presence of war vessels of the United States, 
whose guns are at the command of General Babcock. The relations he 
thus establishes with the Dominican government are of such a character 
as to render the refusal on their part of any legitimate demand coming 
from him almost impossible as a matter of courtesy, and entirely impossi- 
ble as a matter of interest. Thatofiicer finds an American citizen there 
who, after having been tried and pardoned, is still held in prison by the 
same government which lives under the protection of American guns, and 
whose territory it is proposed to pass un^er the American tiag. And 
under such circumstances that officer declares that ^^he will have noth 
ing to do" with the American citizen so held in prison. He declines to 
speak a word for the American citizen thus outraged, and goes even so 
far in his neglect of the interests of his unfortunate countryman as to 
omit all inquiry concerning the reasons for which he is held captive, 
while a few minutes' investigation would have convinced him that the 
only thing which he considered proof of that captive's guilt did not ex- 
ist on record, and that the trial, sentence, and continued incarceration 
jrfter pardon were a barbarous outrage from beginning to end. 

This conduct, which appears from General Babcock's own testimony, \ 
is so fl^^tTi^^rdipyjyi ^ ""frtf^ld j^f 1 jkp., ro iitterlY ^n: A merican, so unnatural, | t^"' 
that we are compelled to inquire into^Ke influences and circumstances / 
whicn may explain it. / 

General Babcock states that he had reasons to believe that Hatch 
w(mld be released any day, since President Baez had promised it to Mr. 
Pen^, whereupon he took no further intiH^st in the matter. 

It is significant that when General Babcock was first examined by the 
oommittee, he did not remember at all this circumstance, which he after- 
ward repeatedly urged in his defense. It was evidently an afterthought. 
Moreover, General Babcock was there fifteen days. General Baez had 
promised Mr. Perry the release of Mr. Hatch before General Babcocli^s 
arrival at San Domingo. During the fifteen days the promise was not 
fulfilled, and it was this very circumstance which led to the two or three can- 
tersation» on tJie Satok case, which General Babcock admits, and in the 
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coarse of which he always ^^ declared that he would have nothing to do 
with the matter.'' 

There was no external obstacle in the way of the instant release of 
Mr. Hatch. The distance from San Dommgo to Azua being only one 
hundred miles, one night's ride by steamer from the one point to the 
other, as the testimony shows. That President Baez was willfally vio- 
lating his promise was therefore evident to all, and General Babcock's 
excuse falls to the ground. 

It is also said in extenuation, that General Babcock did actually con- 
sider Mr. Hatch guilty, and -that the instructions he had received from 
the President and the Secretary of State did not contemplate his inter- 
ference in behalf of individuals. Flimsy as these excuses must appear 
at first sight, General Babcock's own conduct proves that these things 
cannot have prevented him from lending his aid to Mr. Hatch. While 
declining to intercede for this American citizen, whom he himself admits 
to be a gentleman of most respectable character and standing, he did in- 
tercede for a sailor, a late confederate soldier, who, while in a Dominican 
port, had murdered a fellow-seaman, and of whose guilt there was con- 
fessedly no doubt. He went even so far as to draw up a petition for 
that criminal with his own hand, (p. 113,) and it is not pretended that his 
instructions from the President or the Secretary of State had any refer- 
ence to the case of that assassin. 

It is, indeed, asserted that a suggestion firom the Dominican chief jus- 
tice, through Mr. Cazneau, induced General Babcock to aid the mur- 
derer; but it is difficult to understand how his feelings of honor as an 
American officer, and even as the representative of the President of the 
United States, could have failed to speak louder than the voice of a 
Dominican official when the rights and liberty of an American citizen 
were at stake, charged with no infamous crime. 

Besides, General Babcock had shown in other things a strong disposi- 
tion to construe his instructions and powers very liberally. He took an 
active interest in the pursuit of the steamer Telegrapt'o, while his in- 
structions were entirely silent on that subject. But more than that. He 
signed the preliminary protocol of a treaty, in which he introduced himself 
in the official capacity of an " aide-de-camp to the President of the United 
States, and his special agent," and in the first article of which he explicitly 
pledges the President of the United States " privately, to use all his influ- 
ence, in order that the idea of annexing the Dominican Eepublic to the 
United States may acquire such a degree of popularity among members of 
Congress as will be necessary for its accomplishment ; and to make no com- 
munication to that body until he shall be certain that it will be approved 
by a majority," (p. 188.) 

That an *' aide de-camp and special agent" should pledge the President 
of the United States to such a proceeding, is a thing so utterly unpre- 
cedented in the history of this republic, that it cannot, even by the most 
hazardous stretch of fancy, be imagined to have been foreseen in 
the confidential verbal directions given to General Babcock, while his 
written instructions empowered him only to gather information, and not 
to enter into any agreement at all. 

It appears, therefore, utterly preposterous to assume that an officer 
capable of going so far beyond his instructions as to seriously compro- 
mise the name of the President, should have been prevented by any 
feeling of delicacy as to his instructions from interceding in behalf of an 
American citizen of high character, held in duress after having been 
pardoned. 

We must, therefore, look for the key to his conduct elsewhere. 
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OAZNEAU AND FAB3N8. 

We find General Babcock in very friendly relations with Mr. William 
L. Gaznean, an American citizen living at San Domingo. When Gen- 
eral Babcock was there the first time, Mr. Gazneau interpreted for him, 
and since then, the two carried on a continual correspondence. Who is 
Mr. Gazneau? Mr. Smith, onr late commercial agent at San Domingo, 
and Mr. Perry testify that his reputation in San Domingo is bad. He 
came to San Domingo from Eagle Pass in Texas, was in sympathy with 
the rebellion during the civil war, and it is reported that he induced 
by false representations a number of Americans to come to San Do- 
mingo and to settle upon lands owned by him, most of whom miserably 
perished. According to General Babcock's testimony, Mr. Hamilton 
Fish, the Secretary of State, also had an unfavorable opinion of him, 
for General Babcock admits that, when he was about to start for San 
Dninin^ft JV^^^ Fis h cautyne ^d_higL3tga>ifi,^!^ i^r. Gazneau. 
" TI16 flhty testimony before th^ committee favorable to Mr. Gazneau is 
that of Mr. Fabens. Mr. Fabens himself, as the evidence shows, is an 
American citizen, a speculator without any regular business, and largely 
interested with Mr. Gazneau in grants and concessions on San Domingo, y^ 
One of these grants alone coimjjfiae8|, piji.e:fiQh^^^ lands ^/^ 

"'' '' " JCfiOOllZ*. Aside from this, Mr. Fabens appears m 1868 as an 




of our government sent to inquire into the financial condition 
of San Domingo, and after a sojourn of two or three days at the cap- 
ital of that republic, he came back reporting the whole public deb^ 
of that government to be a little over six hundred thousand dollars ; 
then we find him as a private diplomatist working for the annexation 
scheme; then as the agent of Spofiford, Tileston & Go., in Kew York, 
who have a steamship concession from the Dominican government, and 
are the agents of the Hartmout loan; then as a ''friend" of President 
Baez at the negotiation of the annexation treaty ; then as the minister 
lecddent of the Dominican Republic near the government of the United 
States ; and, finally, as a witness before onr committee. He was not 
sworn, and gave his testimony with the reservation that he be permitted 
to hold back " state secrets." 

This gentleman testifies that Mr. Cazneau is a loyal man, that he was 
in very friendly relations with some of the leaders of the rebellion, and 
thought the South had been aggrieved, but a good Union man for all 
that; moreover, that Mr. Gazneau is a most honorable and respectable 
inan, who carries on speculations from " strictly patriotic " motives. 
The undersigned have no doubt that, should occasion offer, Mr. Gaz- 
neau would say the same thing of Mr. Fabens. 

GENERAL BABCOCK AND CAZNEAU. 

Mr. Perry testifies that General Babcock told him to stand by Gazneau 
and Fabens, and that lie had interests wi th them. ( P. 104. ) General Bab- 
cock denies this. He says that Mr. Fish, Secretary of State, had spoken 
to him unfavorably about Mr. Gazneau, and that he, Babcock, mentioned 
this to Perry, without, however, cautioning him against Gazneau. He 
told him on the contrary, he had never seen anything improper in Gaz- 
neau, (Babcock's testimony, page 147.) Upon this matter General Bab- 
cock's letters throw clearer light than his testimony. We have a letter 
from General Babcock to Mr. Perry, dated, Executive Mansion, October 
28, 1869, (page 202,) in which General Babcock says : ** I send you, also, 
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a letter to my friend Oeneral W. L. Gazneaa, whom you will be pleased 
to know." 

More significant is another letter from General Babcock to Mr. Gaz- 
neau, dateil March JO, 1870, in which the general expresses his regret 
at a difficalty between Cazneaa and Perry, and says : ^^ General Gaz- 
neaa told me in a letter that he regretted that he had had a difficalty 
with you. * • • You will remember what I told you when I gave 
you a letter of introduction to him, and I have yet to know personally 
of any act of bad faith on his part. • * * You will remember that I 
had to write through General Gazneau when Smith was consul.^ 

What Mr. Perry thinks he remembers, may be gathered from his tes- 
timony ; but the letter itself reveals two significant facts. There had, 
indeed, been a conversation about Gazueau when Babcock gave Perry a 
letter of introduction ; but is it possible to form from the context of 
this letter any other conclusion than that Babcock had spoken most 
favorably of Gazneau t The other fact is, that while Smith was com- 
mercial agent, General Babcock carried on his correspondence, not 
through the officer of the United States, but through Gazneau. Gan 
any stronger mark of confidential relations be given f And the words 
" you will remember " signify, without doubt, that General Babcock had 
designated Mr. Gazneau to Mr. Perry as his confidential friend. It is 
evident from these circumstances, that on this point, Mr. Perry's and 
not General Babcock's testimony, is substantially correct. 

What is the attitude of General Babcock's 'confidential friend and 
correspondent at San Domingo, Mr. Gazneau, with relation to Mr. Hatch? 
We have already quoted Gazneau's letter to Babcock in which he de- 
nounces Perry for his unseasonable efforts in behalf of Mr. Hatch, and 
relates how he, Gazneau, in the presence of Baez, has declared it to be 
not only the right, but the duty of President Baez to detain Hatch so 
as to prevent injury to the annexation scheme. And this he writes to 
General Babcock, not in the tone of apology, but of reflection on Perry. 

We have already seen that General Bal^ock, when asked to interfere 
in favor of Mr. Hatch, and whenever the conversation with other officers 
turned upon the subject, confesses to have had but one answer : '* I wiD 
have nothing to do with it. Mr. Hatch is guilty.'' 

The following is part of Mr. Smith's testimony. (P. 165.) It refers to 
Babcock's first visit to San Domingo : 

Question. Do you know whether General Babcock carried any dispatch fh>m theBae* 
gOTomment in relation to Mr. Hatch f— Answer. I heard so. 

Q. From whom did you hear it f — ^A. Frum Captain Qaeen. 

Q. What did Captain Queen tell you ? — A. The Tuscarora and the Tyhee sailed th» 
same afternoon. They left the harbor together, and three weeks afterward Captain 
Queen returned. The first words he said to me on meeting me were, " You need nol^ 
give yourself any more trouble about that man, for Gener^ Babcock has carried the 
proof of his guilt in black and white." 

Q. Whom did he mean, Hatch ?— A. Mr. Hatch. I said to him " How do you know it t" 
Said he, " We were outside the port and General Babcock signified his wish to commu- 
nicate to me," and Captain Queen told me, in the presence of my son,>that he got that 
information from General Babcock. 

General Babcock denies having carried any papers to Washington. 
But that does not disprove Mr. Smith's statement, which shows the im- 
pression produced upon Captain Queen's mind by his conversation with 
General Babcock. 

Mr. Perry testifies as follows, (p. 24:) 

Q. And you had heard of Mr. Hatch's case before you went out, or on your way out. — A, 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Which was it, before you went out, or on your way out, that you heard of hli 
case ? — A. General Babcock first spoke of his cuae at the ExecutiTe Mansion, before I 
started from here. 
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Q. What did be say to yon abont bis case T — ^A. He told me the cireumstancci of bis 
eaee, and that be would rather I Bboold uot intercede in bis behalf; and be also told me 
"the same thing in San Domingo. 

Q, What reason did Babcockgivo for you not interceding? — A. He argned the same 
'Chat Baez and his party did, that Hatch would work against annexation^ and that he 
^was an enemy to Cazneau and hU friends. 

Q. That was before you gAt to San Domingo? — A. That was before I sailed on the 
steamer. 

General Babcock denies baying advised Perry, before his departure, 
not to intercede for Mr. Hatcb ; but he admits having told him tliat he 
considered Mr. Hatch guilty, and that he did not wish to have anything 
to do with it, (p. 42.) It will hardly be denied that the expresaions 
admitted by Geueral Babcock very closely resemble an advice. They 
were evidently calculated rather to discourage than to stimulate Mr. 
Perry's desire to do something for his imprisoned fellow-citizen. 

Mr. Perry again testifies as to what occurred at San Domingo : 

Q. While you were there did you have interviews or conversations with Qeneral 
Bal>cock in relation to Mr. Hatch's case after you had informed yourself about it t — 
A. Yes, sir ; 1 asked General Babcock, the day before the Albany lefr, wljy it was that 
I could not get the release of Mr. Hatch ; that I had been promised his release a great 
many times, but they kept putting rae o% time after time, and I did not like it. He 
told me I had better uot apx^ly for his release ; at any rate uot to -do so until after he 
had left the island. 

Q. What reason did he give f — ^A. He gave the same reason he had given before, that 
Hatch would work against the treaty, and was an enemy to that party. 

General Babcock denies this also ; but there is a series of documents 
throwing some light upon what happened during General Babcock's 
secoud visit at San Domingo. 

On January 27, 1870, Mr. Hatch addressed a letter to Captain Bunce, 
commanding the United States Steamer Nantasket, then at Azua, ask- 
ing for the captain's interference. In the reply of Captain Buuce, Feb- 
TU'dry 1, occurs the following passage : 

Sir : I am in !receipt of your letter of the 27th ultimo, and at once called upon the 
attorney general for dn explanation of your case; 

He informs me that you were found guilty of conspiracies against the government, 
and that your case had been considered by the representatives of the State Department 
of the United States ; that I can ascertain from the commercial agent, Mr. Perry, at 
San Domingo, aU particulars, and the action taken by him and the fjuited States com- 
missioners in the affair during their last visit to the island. 

From this letter it appears that, according to the statement of the 
Dominican attorney general, Delmonte, Mr. Hatch's case had been con- 
sidered by the representatives of the State Department of the United 
States, and reference is made to the action of the United States commis- 
sioners during their last visit to the island. Who were " the United States 
commissioners?" There could be no others but General Babcock and 
party. What "action" had they taken with regard to Mr. Hatch! Mr. 
Perry is referred to, and he testifies that General Babcock advised him 
not to interfere for Hatch. 

The statement of Mr. Delmonte indicates clearly that in Dominican 
government circles the impression was current that " the United States 
commissioners " did not mean to have Mr. Hatch released. In fact, only 
a short time after the date of Captain Bunce's letter, Mr. Gautier, Do- 
minican secretary of state, in reply to a demand of Mr. Perry for the 
release of Mr. Hatch, wrote that Mr. Hatch was kept in prisi)n for the 
reason of his liberation being considered injurious to the annexation' 
business ; and then Mr. Gautier requested Mr. Perry to refer the matter 
once more to the government at Washington, as if he had reason to ex- 
pect from there a decision different from Mr. Perry's demand. 

The matter was indeed referred to Washington by Mr. Gazneau, in a 
letter addressed to General Babcock. That letter bears even date with 
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Mr. Gantier'A note to Perry, February 19. There was concert between 
the two, for Mr. Caznean, in a postscript, says: "I have seen the letter 
Gantier is addressing our commercial agent on the Hatch affair, and it 
seems to me just and explicit Perry had refused to squander two 
months in referring the Hatch affair back to Washington, but Cazneau 
turned to Babcock. * 

We have already quoted from that remarkable letter, but we have not 
yet expressed our opinion about it. It was the same letter in which Mr. 
Gazneau related how he, in Baez's presence, had declared that it was not 
only the Dominican President's right but his duty to keep an American 
citizen in prison, if that citizen might exercise an influence injurious to 
the annexation scheme. 

Considering that Gazneau himself is an American citizen, we do not 
hesitate to designate the sentiment he declared and the influence he 
used there to keep a fellow-countryman in prison for such reasons as 
simply infamous and detestable. But Mr. Gazneau had thought it safe 
to lay those things before Gener<al Babcock. 

General Babcock communicated that letter to the President, and, ac- 
cording to General Babcock's own testimony, the President directed him 
at once to discontinue his correspondence with Gazneau. General Bab- 
cock, indeed, did not reply to Gazneau. But, referring to Gazneau's 
letter, he wrote a letter to Mr. Perry. Did he condemn Mr. Gazneau's 
atrocious sentiments? Did he express his approval of Perry's firm de- 
mand for the release of Hatch ! We have already quoted that letter 
from General Babcock to Perry also. It is the same in which he ex- 
pressed his regret at the differences that sprang up between Gazneau 
and Perry, tries to smother them over, and says : '* You will remember 
what I told you, when I gave you the letter of introduction, (to Gazneau,) 
and I have yet to know personally of any act of bad faith on his part. 
* * You will remember that I had to write through Mr. Gazneau 
when Smith was consul." * * (P. 108.) General Babcock was 
evidently not struck by Gazneau's infamous conduct with regard to Mr. 
Hatch as an act of ;bad faith. Even after all this he points him out to 
Perry as his confidential friend. 

Equally significant is the conversation which took place between 
General Babcock and Mr. Perry on the 30th of May last. 

Mr. Perry testifies as follows : 

Q. After your return to Washington, did you have any conversation with General 
Babcock about the release of Mr. Hatch ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When and where was that ? — A. It was the morning of the floral feathering ai 
Arlington, on Decoration Day. I met General Babcock on that morning at 10 o'clock, 
or a little after 10. We were speaking about one matter or another, about San Do- 
mingo, and he said that it was a great pity that I had had that man Hatcii released. 
I told him that I had direct orders from the State Department to secure his release. 
Then he said I could not help it, having received those orders ; but it was a mistake, 
and that the President was very much displeased about it. 

When General Babcock was the first time before the committee, he 
made about this point the following statement : 

I asked him if he had a positive order for the release of Mr. Hatch, and he said that 
he had. I told him that the reason I asked him was that there had been a question 
whether the Secretary of State had demanded the release of Mr. Hatch without the order 
of the President, and I wanted to know whether there had been a positive order sent 
4own for the release of Mr. Hatch ; I mean that that was my object in asking. I told 
him that the demand went- without the knowledge of the President, which I believe is 
a fact. As to expressing any regi'et that Mr. Hatch was released, I did not do it. 

But when General Babcock was examined the second time, he testi- 
fied as follows: 

Q. What did you do with that letter — Cazneau^st — A. I told the President of the 
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receipt of the letter. It was received here in March. I think the Secretary of State 
was there at the time, and he informed me that an order had gone for the release of 
the man, and I paid no farther attention to it, because the tlung was ended. 

By Mr. Schorz : 

Q. The Secretary of State told you that t — A. I think it was some one connected with 
the State Department ; I belieye the Secretaiy. 

By Mr. Howakd : . 

Q. Do you know when Hatch was actually released f — A. I do not know myself. 
This letter arrived abont the first of March. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. You say that you were in the office of the President with the letter, and the 8eo- 
' retary of State was there T — ^A. I say I think that was the way it came up. 

Q. And you were informed there, in the presence of the President, that the order for 
the release of Mr. Hatch had gone? — A. I do not know that I was talking with the 
President. I do not remember exactly about it, but I know that was the first informa- 
tion I had ; in speaking of it I received the information that an order had gone for the 
release of Mr. Hatch. 

Q. You testified before, that on the 30th of May, you told Mr. Perr^ that the Presi- 
dent had expressed his surprise at the order having gone f — ^A. Yes, sir. I do not say 
that I said this to the President, nor that the information was given to the President, 
that an order had gone for Hatch's release. 

These two statements are glaringly inconsistent with each other. 
The latter proves conclusively that General Babcock's account of his 
coDversation with Mr. Perry on May 30 cannot have been correct. 

If the Secretary of State some time iu March stated, in the presence 
of the President and General Babcock, that an order had gone for the 
release of Mr. Hateh, then it is impossible that General Babcock, on the 
30th of May, should have asked Mr. Perry whether such an order had 
gone — and that too for the reason that the President, in whose presence 
the Secretary of State had said that he had sent the order, expressed 
his surprise at such an order having been sent so long after that time, 
that General Babcock should, on the 30th of May, ask a question to 
ascertain the fact. It is not imaginable that the Secretary of State 
should, ia the presence of the President, have con;Lmunicated informa- 
tion of that character to General Babcock without communicating it also 
to the President. 

Greneral Babcock's account of his conversation with IVfr. Perry on the 
30th of May is therefore utterly incredible. It has in every respect the 
appearance of a subterfuge, resorted to in the face of an embarrassing 
question. 

We have already called attention to General Babcock's own admission, 
that when he spoke to the President on the Hatch case he always reit- 
erated that Mr. Hatch was " guilty .'' It is evident that he tried to con- 
/vey impressions to the President's mind unfavorable to Mr. Hatch. 

But the President having been informed in March of the sending 
the order for the immediate release of Mr. Hatch, and having at the 
same time directed General Babcock to discontinue his correspondence 
with Gazneau, we are forced to the conclusion that the President did 
not, at a subsequent period, express surprise and displeasure at the 
order having gone ; that the displeasure wad General Babcock's own ; 
and that he used the President's name only with that unbecoming free- 
dom with which he had previously used it in the protocol preliminary 
to the treaty. Neither can we from General Babcock's own admission 
avoid the conclusion that all the influence he used with regard to the 
Hatch case was invariably directed against the incarcerated man, while 
the circumstantial evidence leaves but little room for doubt as to the 
correctness of Mr. Perry's statements on this subject. 
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The following points we consider clearly established by the evid«Eie« 
before us : 

1. Mr. Davis Hatch, an American citizen of irreproachable character, 
was arrested by the Dominican anthorities on the chiurge of haviog 
aided a party of revolutionists. He was tried by a military commission 
and sentenced to be shot. The record of the trial shows that the whole 
proceeding was a barbarous farce. 

2. Mr. Hatch was pardoned on condition that he leave the country by 
a decree of the Dominican senate, officially published October 4, 1869. 

3. Mr. Hatch was, in spite of that decree, kept in prison until the 
middle of March, 1870. 

4. President Baez and his secretary of state Gantier, the latter in an 
official note addressed to the representative of the United States, stated 
as the reason for Mr. Hatch's continued incarceration after the decree, 
of pardon, that it was feared he would injure the annexation scheme if 
set free. 

5. The two commercial agents of the United States, Mr. Smith and Mr. 
Perry, used every means in their power to procure the release of Mr. 
Hatch. 

6. General Babcock, sent to San Domingo as the special agent of this 
government, and having authority to give direction to the war vessels 
of the United States in Dominican waters for the i)rotection of the IJaez 
government against foreign interference, not ouly declined to speak a 
single word in favor of tlie release of Mr. Hatch, but also discouraged 
others from doing so. Whatever influence he exerted was against Mr. 
Hatch's release. 

The circumstantial evidence points much further, but we desire to ex- 
press no opinions about General Babcock except such as are based upon 
his own testimony and letters. We cannot retrain, however, from des- 
ignating his confidential relations with Mr. Cazueau as most suspicious. 

We ought to a<ld that General Babcock states that he understood Mr. 
Hatch to be in favor of annexation. This ap[)ears to be so from Mr. 
Hatch's own letters, although dt is doubtful whether General Babcock 
knew it until very recently. If this was understood at San Domingo 
also, the only e^jplanation suggesting itself of the efforts madft by Caz- 
neau, Baez, and friends, to detain Mr. Hatch in prison, is that Mr. Hatch 
might, if at lil)erty, have interfered with "jobs" in connection with the 
treaty. 

The resolution of the Senate limiting this investigation to the case of 
Mr. Hatch, the undersigned refrained from pushing it beycmd its legiti- 
mate scope, except when following up questions i)ut by other members 
of the committee. 

As to the matter of transactions of a corrupt nature connected with 
the annc'xation scheme the committee acquiiid only incidental informa- 
tion. The evidence shows that a grant of land was offered by President 
Baez to General Babcock in the presence of a number of persons in 
consideration of the '* great kindness" shown him by General Babcock 
by the pursuit of the Telegrafo and the removal of Consul Smith, and 
that General Babcock declined, saying "it would ruin the treaty." 
(P. 49.) Mr. Perry testifies that he was informed by Cazneau, as well as 
Babcock, that Cazueau and Fabeus had great interests on t!ie island, and 
that General Babcock and General Ingalls had interests with them, 
which is denied by Babcock and Ingalls. This is all the evidence 0!i 
that point, and the investigation, beinjr instituted for the i)urpose of 
inquiring into the case of Mr. Hatch, (id not go further. 

Tl. ( 1 is no evidence outside of Mr. Hatch's own statements showing 
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the amount of the damage and losses he suffered by President Baez's 
troops^ and in consequence of his long imprisonment. It is indeed 
stated that his family, during his incarceration at Azaa, were compelled 
to sell their homestead at Norwalk, Connecticut, at a heavy sacrifice. 
In consideration of the treatment he received at the hands of the Domin- 
ican government we believe, however, that Mr. Hatch is entitled to 
liberal compensation. 

We cannot close this report without declaring our most emphatic dis- 
sent from the position taken by the majority, that the imprisonment of 
an American citizen abroad or at home, on the ground that he might ex- 
ercise an influence this or that way with regard to a question of public 
interest, can be justified or excused under any circumstances. We re- 
ject it as a doctrine utterly repugnant to free institutions and unprece- 
dented in the history of this republic. 

We desire also to designate the insinuations contained in the majorit^^ 
report, that this investigation was instituted for the purposes of assail- 
ing the executive branch of the government, as uncalled for and frivo- 
lous. We should be sorry to think that the Executive would construe 
as an attack a fair investigation into the conduct of its agents. 

O. SCHUEZ. 

O. S. FERRY. 

GEORGE ViOKERS. 

Joint Resolution introduced by Mr. 8churz, to accompany the vieics of the 

minority. 

JOINT RESOLUTION relative to the complaints of Davis Hatch against the Domini- 
can Republic. 

Wliereas Davis Hatch, an American citizen, was unjustly imprisoned 
by the government of the Dominican Republic for a considerable period 
of time, and, in consequence of such imprisonment, was subjected to 
great inconvenience, -suffering, and pecuniary loss; and whereas the 
treatment Davis Hatch received, as this government is oflBcially in- 
formed by Mr. M. M. Gautier, secretary .of state of the Dominican Repub- 
lic, was owing to the apprehension entertained by the Dominican f^ov- 
eniment that Davis Hatch, it* set at liberty, would exercise an injurious 
influence with regard to the treaty annexing the Dominican Republic 
to the United States; and whereas this constitutes a gross outrage on 
Mr. Hatch and an indignity to this republic : Therefore, 

Be it resolvedj That the President be requested to demand of the gov- 
ernment of the Dominican Republic full reparation for the sufferings 
and losses of Davis Hatch as atbresaid. 



TESTIMONY. 



Message of the Preaident of the United States^ communicatiHg, in compliance toith a resolution 
of the Senate of Fekruary 21, 1870, correspondence relating to the imprisonment of Mr, Davis 
Hatch by the Dominican government. 

To the Senate of the United States : 

In answer to the resolution of the Senate of the 2l8t instant, directing^ the Secretary of 
State to furnish the Senate with copies of fill correspondence relating to. the imprisonment of 
Mr. Dayis Hatch hy the Dominican government, I transmit a report of the Secretary of 
State upon the subject. 

U. S. GRANT. 

Washington, February 24, 1870. 



Washington, February 24, 1870. 

The Secretary of State has received a resolution of the Senate, of the Slst instant, direct- 
ing bim to furnish the Senate with copies of alt correspondence relating to the imprisonment 
of Mr. Davis Hatch by the Dominican government, and has the honor to lay before the 
President the papers upon the subject mentioned in the subjoined list. 

HAMILTON FISH. 

The President. 



List of accompanying papers. 

Mr. Smith to Mr. Pish, September 4, 1869. 

Mr. Smith to Mr. Fish, September 9, 1869. 

Mr. Smith to Mr. Fish, October 8, J 869. 

Mr. Davis to Mr. Smith, November 15, 1869. 

Mr. Perry to Mr. Fish, November 16, 1869. 

Mr. Ferry to Mr. Fish, December 31, 1869. 

Mr. Hatch to Mr. Ferry, December 30, 1869. 

Mr. Hatch to Mr. Fish, December 30, 1869. 

Mr. Fish to Mir. Ferry, January 3, 1870. 

Mr. Ferry to Mr. Fish, January II, 1870. 

Mr. Hatch to Mr. Ferry, December 21, 1869. 

Mr. Fish to Mr. Ferry, January 12, 1870. 

Mr. Fish to Mr. Perry, January 12, 18T0. 

Mr. Ferry to Mr." Fish, February 2, 1870. 

Mr. Fish to Mr. Ferry, February 2, 1870. 

Mr. Perry to Mr. Fish, February 8, 1870. 

Mr, Perry to Mr. Gautier, February 5, 1870, 

Mr. Gautier to Mr. Perry, February 8, 1870. 

A commnnication from Mr. Felix M. Delmonte, February 8, 1870. 



ilfr. Smith to Mr. Fish, 

San Domingo City, September 4, 1865^ 

Sir : I consider it my duty to brin^ to the knowledge of the department the critical situ- 
ation of Mr. Davis Hatch, a citizen ot the United States, who, it is reported, is under arrest 
at Barahona. 

Mr. Hatch came to this country as the agent of a company consisting of Mr. Augustas 
ScheU, and other men of standing in the city of New York, for the purpose of working the 
salt mountain of ** Neyba'' and making a railroad to Barahona to facilitate the shipment of 
the salt Mr. Hatch obtained the concession from the Spanish government, which was con- 
firmed by the Cabral administration. When Mr. Baez returned tojpower he senr for Mr. 
Hatch, as there had previously existed an unfriendly feeling. Mr. Hatch was brought by 
force on board a mab-of-war to this capital, but on my representation the difficulty be- 
tween himself and the President was arranged amicably, and Mr. Hatch was allowed to re- 
turn to Bari^ona> Some time since Barahona was taken by the revolutionary party, and 
they held it some months ; it was retaken some three weeks ago, and it was rumored thftt 
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Mr. Hatch had heen arrested. I called at once on President Baez, who confirmed the 
rumor, and said, that charges had been preferred arainst him, and at my request I was prom 
. mised a copy of said charges as soon as received by the government. Some two weeks 
having elapsed without my hearing further I called, on the 29th of Aognst, again on the 
President, and he informed me that he had given orders to send up Mr. Hatch to this city ; 

but as he has not yet arrived, I feel great anxiety as to his actual position. 

• •» #» #• • • • 

Mr. Hatch is a highly respectable gentleman, and as I have not heard from him for over 
four months, notwithstanding that Barahona is within twelve hours* sail of this city, I deem 
it my imperative duty to report the affair for the consideration of my government 



Mr. Smith to Mr, Fish. 

San Domingo, September 9, 1809. 

Sir: In my dispatch No.* 93 I have the honor to inform yon of the arrest of Mr. Davis 
Hatch at Barahona. I have since received a letter from Mr. Hatch, dated Azua, September 
3, apprising me that he left Barahona by order or the government, on the 2dth August, un- 
der a general order for the evacuation of the town, and arrived at Azua by sea on the 29th, 
and on landing was taken in charge by three dragoons, and escorted, through a drenching 
rain, to the town, some three miles from the landing, and was pli^ced in the comandancia, 
where he remained throughout the night in his wet clothes. On the following day, he re- 

? nested to have an interview with the commanding general, Ramirez, a half-brother of the 
resident, as he was sure he could satisfy him of his being innocent of any complicity in the 
affairs of the government ; he received a message from the general that he only wanted to 
take some declarations, which would be done shortly, after which, he, Mr. Hatch, could re- 
turn on board the vessel and proceed to this city. 

Up to the time of writing me, on the 3d, Mr. Hatch had not heard anything further from 
General Kamirez ; and being fearful that, from what was taking place, he might be thrown 
in prison on his arrival here, he begged me to take some steps to guard against such an out- 
rage. On reception of the letter I immediately visited the President, and conversed the mat- 
ter over. He informed me that a process had been instituted against Mr. Hatch at Azua, 
and that as soon as the proceedings were completed I should be furnished with a copy of the 
same, and that Mr. Hatch would be brought here; and that if the charges were not of a 
serious nature, he would not be deprived ot his liberty. 

I cannot communicate anything further until I see Mr. Hatch, and am acquainted with the 
accusations on which he has been arrested. 



Mr, Smith to Mr. Fish. 

San Domingo City, October 8, 1869. 

Sir : In mv dispatch No. 94 I informed the department of the arrest of Mr. Davis Hatch, 
a citizen of the United States, at Barahona, and that he had been taken to Azua for trial, on 
charges of aiding the revolutionary party. On the 12th ultimo Mr. Hatch was brought to 
this city in the schooner of war Alta Gracia, and although sick at the time was locked up 
in prison and incommunicated for forty-eight hours. I was present at his examination by 
the authorities, and in his answers to the interrogatories he denied having ever in any way 
interfered in the revolutionary struggle at present going on in tliis republic. On the 18th 
ultimo he was again placed on board the Alta Gracia and conveyed to Azua, where he was 
tried by a court-martial, and on the 2d instant he was condemned to be shot. The sentence 
was immediately forwarded, by express, to the President, who referred it to the "senatus 
consultum," and that body decided to pardon Mr. Hatch; and an order from the government 
to that effect was sent to Azua, and I understand he is at liberty and will receive his pass- 
port. 

Mr. Hatch informed me while here that, on the reoccupation of Barahona by the govern- 
ment troops, his store was twice pillaged < and when he was compelled to leave he abandoned 
a valuable cargo of wood, prepared ior shipment ; likewise other properties and effects. I 
am promised by the government a copy of the proceedings, and until I exailiine the testi- 
mony I cannot give an opinion. Mr. Hatch assured me that his accusers were men of the 
very lowest order, and not entitled to the least credit. As soon as I am furnished with a full 
report of the trial I shall forward it to the department. 

Mr. Hatch was certainly placed in a very embariissing position at Barahona, as the place 
was occupied first by one party and then by the ot^er. The Cabralistas were in possession 
near three months, and, as the residence of Mr. Hatch was the only decent house in the town, 
the leaders of both belligerent parties occupied it at their pleasure, with or without license. 
Under such peculiar and compulsory circumstances, great allowance should have been made, 
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and I consider the death sentence a most crael and barbarous stretch of power; it evinced a 
determination to punish Mr. Hatch to the last extremity, and, if possible, to break him down 
pbysicsllj and mentally. When it is considered that Mr. Hatch is fifxy-seren years old, 
and also his respectability in the United States, a member of Dr. Tyng's church, (St. 
Greorge's,) and, I belieye, formerly a vestryman, his sufferings have been enough to impair 
both body and mind of most men. 



Mr. Davis to Mr, Smith. 

Washington, November 15, 1869. 

Sir: Tour dispatch No. 93, dated the 4th of September last, has been received. The 
department hopes that the representations which have been made to tbe Dominican govern* 
itent respecting Mr. Davis Hatch have been successful. 



Mk, Perry to Mr, Fish. 

San DoMfNGO Gitt, November 16, 1869. 
Sm: ##*#•••♦ 

Mr. Hatch, the American citizen who has been imprisoned at Azua, I understand has been 
pardoned on condition he leaves the country. 



Mr. Ferry to Mr. Fisk. 

Washington, December 31, 1869. 

Sir : I have the honor to inclose an application for the intervention of our government in 
behalf of Mr. Davis Hatch, a citizen of the town in which I reside. Though I know nothing 
of the particular transactions in which Mr. Hatch is involved, I am sure, from my knowledge 
of the man, that he is not a conspirator on any side. He is simply a man of business, 
attending to trade. I hope something may be done for him, and respectfully request speedy 
action. 



Mr. Hatch to Mr. Ferry, 

South Norwalk, Conn., December 30, 1869. 

Sir : Inclosed with this you will please find a paper asking of the honorable Secretary a 
demand for the release of my father, who is now under arrest in the island of San Domingo. 
By putting this matter before the proper persons or authorities, you will put us under many 
obligations. Of the circumstances attending his arrest, sentence, and pardon, we have no 
particulars from him, for he is not allowed to write. We have not heard from him for eight 
months. 

Mr. Smith, the ex-consul of San Domingo, is now in the States and has with him an 
account of the case, and he said that he should lay it before the government, but we have 
heard nothing of it yet. If we can find him and get the papers we will send them to you. 

Hopin? that we may meet with success, I remain yours, truly, 

^ ^ -^ STEPHEN S. HATCH. 



Mr. Hatch to Mr. Fish, 



Norwalk, Ccnn., December 30, 1869. 

Mr* Davis Hatch, a resident of Norwalk, Connecticut, being imprisoned and kept in close 
tonfinement on the island of San Domingo, by order of Baea, President of the republic, 
and being so held, as we believe, without just cause or provocation, we would respectfully 
ask that the government of the United States make a demand for hiA unconditional release. 
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Mr. Hatch was arrested in Anpnst last, in the district of Asna, and was sentenced bj a 
ooart martial to be executed, but for some reason Baez changed the sentence, and be has been 
kMMt in close confinement. 

The reason for arresting him was that he assisted Cabral. At the time of the arrest, Asoa 
had been in the possession of Cabral for three months, and Mr. Hatch's business beiB|r iu 
that district he could not do otherwise than remain neutral, as he had done while Baea held 
the place. 

Tours, respectfully, 

STEPHEN S. HATCH. 



iSr, Fish to Mr. Ferry: 

Washikotoh, Jmmmary 3, 1870. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 31 st ultimo, with 
two inclosures relatins^ to Mr. Davis Hatch, who was imprisoned by order of the government 
of San DomingQ, and to inform you iu reply that Mr. J. Somers Smith, United States com- 
mercial agent at San Domingo, reported to this department on the 8th of October last that 
Mr. Hatch has been tried by court-martial at Azua and was condemned to be shot. The 
sentence was immediately forwarded by express to |he president, who referred it to the 
senatus consul tum, and that body decided to pardon Mr. Hatch, and an order from the gov- 
ernment to that effect was sent to Azua, and he understood that Mr. Hatch was at liberty 
and would receive his passport. No further information has been received from Mr. Smith. 
Mr. Perry, the successor of Mr. Smith as commercial agent, states that "Mr. Hatch, the 
American citizen who has been imprisoned at Azua," had ** been pardoned on condition he 
leaves the country." It is presumed that Mr. Hatch has been released and may be en route 
for the United States. 



Mr, Ferry to Mr. Fish, 

Washington, January 11, 1870. 

Sir : I have the honor to inclose a letter from Mr. Davis Hatch, received this morning, 
and dated Azua, San Domingo, December 21, 1869, from which it appears that, at the said 
date he was still in confinement. I am aware that the present consular agent is not friendly 
to Mr. Hatch, being misled, as I believe, by false representations of others^ but he certainly 
ought to attend somewhat more promptly to the ri^ts of an American citizen, now admit- 
tedly held a prisoner without law. 

I would be obliged to you for a copy of the record for which Mr. Davis Hatch asked, and 
for an efficient order for Lis release. 



Mr, Hatch to Mr, Ferry, 

AZVA, December 2\ J 18G9, 

Sir : Since writing you on the 16th inst. I learn, to my very great regret, that there was 
ao steamer called at San Domingo on the 9th to take the mail to St. Thomas to meet the 
Brazilian steamer appointed to leave there on the 13th. I presume the mail has been sent 
to St Thomas by a sailing vessel, but as there is no steamer from there except on the 13th, 
my letter to you of the 6th must wait.until then or take its chance from there by sailing 
vessel. I regret this the more as there seems to be now no hope of my release until an order 
comes from the government at Washington. Our commercial agent has not replied to either 
of my letters, and I know nothing of him. He has been in the country now forty days. 
His conduct is unaccountable, and to me it seems unpardonable. 

I forgot in my last to request to ask of the State Department the record of my trial, from 
this government. I see this was done in many cases in 1866, between the British govern- 
ment and ours, and never refused. 

I cannot comprehend the motive, still less the justice, in holding me here, now nearly 
three months since they were graciously pleased to commute my sentence to banishment. 
My sufferings are almost beyond endurance. Again, begging you to intercede for me, and 
to demand my immediate release, if no order has already been already given. 
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Mr. Fish to Mr, Ferry, 

WASraNOTON, January 12, 1870. 

Sift: I have the honor to acknowled^ the receipt of your letter of the llth instant, i^* 
closing a letter from Mr. Davis Hatch, stating^ that he is still imprisoned at Azua, and to 
inform yon that an instruction has heen sent to-day to the United States commercial agent 
at San Domingo City to use his efforts to procure his release, and to extend to him such 
other good offices as he may be able to exert in his behalf. No record of the case has been 
received at thi8 department respecting the imprisonment of Mr. Hatch, but the commercial 
agent has been instructed to obtain A copy of it, and to transmit it to the department by the 
first opportunity. 



Jlfr. Fi»h to Mr. Perry, 

Washington, January 12, 1870. 

Sir : Bepreaentations having been made to the department that Mr. Davis Hatch, an 
American citizen, who had been imprisoned and condemned to be shot by the Dominican 
authorities, but who was afterward pardoned on condition that he would leave the country, 
is still in prison at Azua, you are instructed to use your efforts to procure his release, and 
to extend to him such other good offices as you can exert in his behalf. You will please 
obtain a copy of the process against him and forward it to this department by the first 
opportunity. 



Mr, Ferry to Mr, FUh, 

WASfflNGTON, February 2, 1870. 

Sir : I have the honor to request a duplicate of the last order issued from the State Depart- 
ment for the release of Mr. Davis Hatcn, a citizen of Connecticut, now imprisoned at San 
Domingo. I wish to send a special messenger to San Domingo with this duplicate, a course 
which I believe to be necessary to secure the release of Mr. Hatch. 



Mr. Fish to Mr. Ferry, 

Washington, F^ruary 2, 1870. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date, and in com- 
pliance with your request I transmit herewith a certified copy of the instructions to Mr. 
Raymond H. Perry, United States commercial agent at San Domingo, dated January 12, 
1870, respecting the imprisonment of Mr. Davis Hatch. 



Mr, Perry to Mr. Fish, 

San Domingo City, FAruary 8, 1870. 

Sir : Your communications of January 7, October 28, December 11, January 15, and 
January 12, arrived by the Tybee on the 5th of this month. She leaves for New York 
to-morrow at 7 a. m. The communications relating to Davis Hatch, now confined at Azna, 
have been attended to. . I wrote M. M. Qautier, the secretary of state, and he replied in a 
very uiwatlsfactory manner ; a copy of both communications I inclose to you. He also sent 
a copy of the process against Hatch, but it arrived too late this evening for me to send a 
tnmslation by this mail. I have requested the release of Mr. Hatch several times sin«B my 
arrival, and the government promised to comply with my request, but they have kept their 
WOTd no better in this matter than in many others. 



Mr, Perry to Mr, Gautier, 

San Domingo City, February 5, 1870. 

Sir : I have several times verbally rec^uested the release of Mr. Hatch, the American 
citizen now confined at Azua. I have this day received a communication from the Depart- 
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ment of State at Washiogpton, (a copy of which I inclose to jon,) in regard to this matter, 
and it reqneetA me to use my efforts to obtain his release. I am also ordered to send to 
Washing^ton by the first opportunity a copy of the process against him. Will you furnish 
me with it 7 1 mast reply to the communication i have receiyed by the steamer Tybee. 
Will you please inform me at once what your intentions are in regard to Mr. Davis Hatch ? 



[Trsnalatioii.] 
Mr, Gamtier to Mr, Ferry, 

San Domingo, February 8, 1870. 

Sir : I have received your communication of the 5th instant, in answer to which I inclose 
the process concerning the cause of Mr. Davis Hatch. At the same time I must inform yon 
that the government will occupy itself about the solicitade which you have shown in regard 
to the said Mr. Hatch ; said solicitude has not been resolved of ere this on account of the 
reasons which we have explained to you in different times. 

I take this opportunity to renew the sentiments of my most distinguished consideration. 



A communication from Mr, Felix M. Delmonte, 

*• »•■♦#»»•## 

It is said that the salt mine in the commune of Neyba belongs to a North American citizen, 
aiid that he was robbed of his rightful property by the caprice of President Baez ; but any 
one who has been in San Domingo knows perfectly well the history of that salt mine, and 
knows the Cerrero family, who are its principal owners, by authentic titles and royal grants 
more than a century old. The salt pits, according to the Spanish laws, belong, as do the 
mines^ to the Crown ; but the government of Spain at that time offered the salt mountain of 
Neyba at public sale, and gave a deed to the representatives of the Cerrero family, as the 
highest bidders at the sale, giving its royal title-deed, which original document is still pre* 
served, notwithstanding the length of time which has elapsed since it was given. Since 
then, neither could the Spanish government dispose of the salt mine, nor could the succeed- 
ing governments of the country, as moral beings, responsible for the acts of their predeces- 
sors ; thus it was, that during twenty-two years of Haytien domination, and notwithstanding 
the law of July 8, 1824, which stripped the citizens of a great portion of their property, and 
notwithstanding the lawe of that state, the family in question retained the exclusive owner > 
ship of the salt mountain which is now supposed to belong to a North American citizen. 

Thus passed years and governments ; but in spite of the indisputable ownership and the 
immemorial possession, in spite of that saCred law of continuity, the government of Cabral 
awarded said mine to Mr. Davis Hatch, as a privilege granted to its discoverer^ a gross subter- 
fuge, whereby it was sought to cover up a scandalous spoliation, since the salt mine had been 
discovered at the time of the conquest of the island, and the inhabitants had worked it with 
the permission of its owners, and since the sovereign, to whom it belonged as a prerogative 
of tne Crown, had sold it forever and unconditionally many years before Mr. Hatch could 
have come into the world, much less to Neiba, to see the mountain whose wealth he claimed 
to have discovered. 

The opposition jouma1» should give fair play ; they must understand that the Dominican 
Bepublic obeys the laws which govern enlightened countries ; that it is no longer in those 
primitive times when the first occupant acquired a valid title by long possession, or when 
property was acquired simply by force. They must know that, poor as is our republic, and 
little known as she has hitherto been, she is acquainted with the eternal principles which 
support and give life to states. 

In view of the above, the grant made by Cabral to Mr. Hatch couldnot remain valid, as 
well because the sale or grant of the property of another is void in law as because the asser- 
tion that Hatch had discovered a mine worked by the ptiblic for the space of three centuries and 
a half besides being false, was ridiculous. 

President Baez, respecting the property of the Cerrero family, nevertheless offered the 
railway grant from Neyba to Barahona, placing at the disposal of the company the lahds 
belonging to him, through which the railway had to pass ; while the owners of the salt 
mine are disposed to enter into private arrangements with the builders of the road. 

This is the history of this so-called spoliation ; but what is very evident is that Mr. 
Hatch, full of rancor on account of what had happened, availed himself of certain persons 
in order to obtain permission from the government to remain in those places agitated by 
the Haytien faction, and this permission having been obtained, he repaid the kindness of 
the government by the most criminal conduct. He converted his house into an inn, which 
was the depot and arsenal of the faction ; there bullets were cast and cartridges manu- 
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factnred ; lie sbielded with his name the property of the enemy ; he (iraye, as a rerolution- 
ary authority, hills of health to vessels which were smuggling in articles of commerce and 
munitions of war; and he furnished supplies to those who were carryinjjf on hostilities 
against oar troops. Having been taken in the act, and brought to trial in due form of law, 
be viras condemned to be executed, but pardoned by the executive power, which did not 
assume the responsibility of immediately restoring him his liberty, but which will be even 
more generous toward him, when the circumstances shall no longer exist under which he 
can do mischief. The report* of the trial sent to Washington will demonstrate the truth 
of this statement. 



Message of the President of the United States eonimunieating, in eomplianee with a resolu' 
tion of the Senate of April 26, 1870, copies of certain dispatches of J. Somers Smith, esq., 
lute commercial agent of the United States at San Domingo, to the State Department, in re- 
■ lotion to the imprisonment of Davis Hatch, by the Dominican government. 

To the Senate of the United States : 

In answer to the resolution of the Senate of the 26th ultimo, I transmit a report from the 
Secretary of State, and the papers by which it was accompanied. 

U. S. GRANT. 
Washington, May 6, 1870. 



Washington, May 6, 1870. 

The Secretary of State, to whom was referred the resolution of the Senate of the 26th ultimo, 
requesting the President, *' if not incompatible with the public interests, to transmit to the Sen- 
ate full and entire copies of the following dispatches of J. Somers Smith, esq., late commercial 
agent of the United States at San Domingo, to the State Department, portions of which 
dispatches were transmitted to the Senate on the 24th day of February, 1870, in compliance 
with a resolution of the Senate of February 21, 1870, namely: dispatch dated San Domin- 
go City, September 4, 1869; dispatch dated San* Domingo City, September 9, 1869; dis- 
patch dated San Domingo City, October 8, 1869," has the honor to lay before the President , 
the papers mentioned in the resolution. 

HAMILTON FISH. 

The President. 



Mr. Smith to Mr. Fish. 

No. 93.] San Domingo City, 

September 4, 1869. 

Sir: I consider it my duty to bring to the knowledge of the department the critical situ- 
ation of Mr. Davis Hatch, a citizen of the United States, who, it is reported, is under arrest 
at Barahona. 

Mr. Hatch came to this country as the agent of a company consisting of Mr. Augustus 
Schell, and other men of standing in the city of New York, for the purpose of working the 
salt mountain of Neyba, and making a railroad to Barahona, to facilitate the shipment of the 
salt. Mr. Hatch obtained the concession from the Spanish government, which was con- 
firmed by the Cabral administration. When Mr. Baez returned to power he sent for Mr. 
Hatch, as there had previously existed an unfriendly feeling. Mr. Hatch was brought by 
force on board a man of-war to this capital ; but, on my representation, the difficulty 
between himself and the President was arranged amicably, and Mr. Hatch was allowed to 
return to Barahona. Some time since, Barahona was taken by the revolutionary party, 
and they held it some months ; it was retaken some three weeks ago, and it was rumored 
that Mr, Hatch had been arrested. I called at once on President Baez, who confirmed the 
rumor, and said that charges had been preferred against him, and, at my request, I was 
promised a copy of said charges as soon as received by the government 

Some two weeks having elapsed without my hearing further I called, on the 29th August, 
again on the President,, and he informed me that he had given orders to send up Mr. Hatch 
Xo this city ; but as he has not yet arrived, I feel great anxiety as to his actual position. 

On the 31st ultimo theUnitea States ship Tuscarora arrived from Key West, when Com- 
mander. Queen called on me. I handed him a memorandum regarding Mr. Hatch, and ex- 
pressed my desire that he would proceed to Barahona, see Mr. Hatch, and learn the particulars 

* Tbiit report baa not yet been received. 
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of his case. The oommander informed me that, notwithsUndioji^ bis willingiiesa to comply 
with my request, he was powerless to act in the matter, as his instructions placed the ship 
at the disposal of General Babcock. On my comnmnicating with General Sabcock, he did 
not seem disposed to co-operate, appearing not to regard the case in as serioos a light as I 
do. from my knowledge of the Dominican character. 

It is unfortunate for Mr. Hatch that since Greneral Babcock has been m this coantry he 
has been in close companionship with Mr. Cazneau, who is an enemy of Mr. Hatch ; as he, 
Mr. Hatch, furnished the information which caused the rejection of Cazneau by the Senate, 
some thrjBe years ac^o, when his name was sent in for a position in this country. 

The captain and officers of the Tuscarora were introduced to the President by General 
Babcock. I was not invited to accompany them, which appeared to me as a want of cour- 
tesy on the part of the general. 

Mr. Hatch is a highly respectable gentleman, and as I have not heard from himibr over 
fouv months, notwithstanding that Barahona is within twelve hours* sail of this city, I deem 
it my imperative duty to report the affair for the consideration of my government. 

P. S. — Commander Queen reported to the undersigned the death of William Smith Hud- 
dell, acting assistant paymaster of the Tuscarora, on the passage from Key West to this port. 
Mr. Hudd^ was a nephew of the undersigned. 



Mr. Smith to Mr. FM. 

No. 94.] San Domingo, 

September 9, 1869. 

Sir : In my dispatch No. 93 I had the honor to inform you of the arrest of Mr. Davis 
' Hatch at Barahona. I have since received a letter from Mr. Hatch, dated Azua, September 
3, apprising me that he left Barahona, by order of the government, on the 28th August, under 
a general order for the evacuation of the town, and arrived at Azua, by sea, on the 29th, and 
on landing was taken in charge by three dragoons, and escorted, through a drenching rain, 
to the town, some three miles from the landing, and placed in the commandancia, where he 
remained throughout the night in his wet clothes. 

On the following day he requested to have an interview with the commanding general-? 
Bamirez, a half-brother of the President's, as he was sure he could satisfy him of his being 
innocent of any complicity in the affairs of the government. He received a message from 
the general that he only wanted to take some declarations, which would be done shortly, 
after which he, Mr. Hatch, could return on board the vessel and proceed to this city. 

Up to the time of writing me, on the 3d, Mr. Hatch had not heard anything further 
from General Ramirez, and being fearful that, from what was taking place, he might be 
thrown in prison on his arrival here^ he begged me to take some steps to guard against such 
an outrage. 

On reception of the letter, I immediately visited the President and conversed the matter 
over ; he informed me that a process had been instituted against Mr. Hatch at Azua, and 
that as soon as the proceedings were completed I should be furnished with a copy of the 
same, and that Mr. Hatch would be brought here ; and that, if the charges were not of at 
serious nature, he would not be deprived of his liberty. 

I cannot communicate anything further until I see Mr. Hatch, and am acquainted with 
the accusations on which he has been arrested. 

I have been informed, on reliable authority^ that General Salcedo returned to Azua on the 
3d instant, with the remnant of the column with which he marched for San Juan, having 
lost many men, particularly by desertion ; almost all the troops from the north side availed 
themselves of the confusion of the retreat and ran away. A vessel was dispatched for Azua 
last nigbt with arms and provisions. The government have not published anything since 
the account of tJie battle a fortnight ago, Cabral is reported in strong force and well sup- 
phed. * 



Mr, Smith to Mr. Fish, 

No. 96.] San Domingo City. October 8, 1869. 

Sir : In my dispatch No. 94 I informed the department of the arrest of Mr. Davis Hatch, 
a citizen of the United States, at Barahona, and that he had been taken to Azua for trial, on 
charges of aiding the revolutionary party. On the 12th ultimo Mr. Hatch was brought to 
this city in the schooner of war Alta Gracia, and, although sick at tjie time, was locked up 
in prison, and incommunieated for forty -eight hours. I was present at his examination by 
the authorities, and in his answers to the interrogatories he denied having ever in any way 
interfered in the revolutionary struggle at present going on in this republic. On the 18th 
ultimo he was again placed on board the Alta Gracia and conveyed to Azua, where he has 
been tried by a court-martial, and on the 2d instant he was condemned to be shot ; the 



^ 
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sentence was immediatelj forwarded by express to the President, who referred it to 
the senstos consultmn, and that body decided to pardon Mr. Hatch, and an order from the 
government to that effect was sent to Asna, ana I understand he is at liberty and will 
receiyehis passport. 

Mr. Hatch informed me while here that, on the reoccnpation of Barahona by the g^ovem- 
ment troops, his store was twice pillaged, and when he was compelled to leave he abandoned 
a yaluable cargo of wood, prepared for shipment ; likewise* other properties and effects. 

I am promised by the government a copy of the proceedings, and until I examine the 
testimony I cannot give an opinion. Mr. Hatch assnred me that his accosers were men of 
the very lowest order, and not entitled to the least credit ; as soon as I am furnished with a 
full report of the trial, I shall forward it to the department. 

Mr. Hatch was certainly placed in a very embarrassing position at Barahona, as the place 
was occupied first by one party and then by the other ; the Cabralistas were in possession 
near three months, and as the residence of Mr. Hatch was the only decent house in the town, 
the leaders of both belligerent parties occapied It at their pleasure, with or without license. 
Under such peculiar and compulsory circumstances, great allowances should have been made, 
and I consider the death sentence a most cruel and barbarous stretch of power; it evinced a 
determination to punish Mr. Hatch to the last extremity, and, if possible, to break him down 
physically and mentally. . When it is considered that Mr. Hatch is fiffcv-seven years old, and 
also his respectability in the United States, a member of Dr. Tyng's church, (St. George's, ) 
and, I believe, formerly a vestryman, his sufferings have been enough to impair both body 
and mind of most men. 

On the return of the Tuscarora from Tortola, Captain Queen told me tlutt there was no 
necessity in my taking any steps to assist Mr. Hatch, as General Babcock had carried to 
President Grant, in black and white, proofs of his guilt. I replied to Captain Queen that I 
disregarded all ex pai^U statements; and should investigate the affair when the testimony was 
submitted. I cannot but express my reprobation at the interference of certain Americans in 
using their influence to place in jeopardy the life of a fellow-countryman ; national feelings 
alone would induce most men to stand by him, and if they could not assist or extricate him 
from a grave dilemma, to at least abstain, both in word and deed, firom participating with 
his enemies, or contributing in any way whatever to prejudge his case. Had Captain Queen 
been untrammeled on his arrival in the Tuscarora, I would have called with him formally 
on the President, and I am confident that on our joint representation the process against 
Mr. Hatch would have been discontinued, and he would only have been requested to leave 
the country. Thus the ignominy which has been cast on him would have been avoided; 
bat the Tuscarora was under the orders of General Babcock. 



Additional papers in tks case of Davis Haick^ an American cUizen imprisoned hy the Dominican 

government at Azua^ San Domingo* 

Letter from J. Somers Smith to Hon, 0. S. Ferry » 

TOMKINSVILLE, Staten ISLAND, March 11, 1870. 

I am informed by Mr. S. C. Southmayd, brother-in-law of Mr. Davis Hatch, that you 
wish to communicate with me in reference to the affairs of Mr. Hatch, which I notice you 
have brought before the Senate. From the letters I have recently received from Mr. Hatch 
I conclude he has fully acquainted you with his case. Should you, however, think it 
necessary I can send you his correspondence with me, from the last of August to the month 
of November, which gives the entire detail of the unjust and outrageous treatment and per- 
secution he has experienced from Mr. Baez's government In my correspondence with the 
Department of State I fully informed Mr. Fish of all the particulars relating to the arrest, 
trial, and sentence of Mr. Hatch, and I respectfully suggest that my dispatches for the 
months of September and October should be called for by the committee. I wrote several 
dispatches on the subject and animadverted severely on the conduct of Mr. Baez, and a 
clique of American speculators, who had predetermined to sacrifice Mr. Hatch, actuated by 
personal malice, and a desire to get rid of Mr. Hatch, who they feared might defeat the 

S'gantic speculations they are all concerned in. On my visit to Washington in December 
St I called the attention of Mr. Davis, the Assistant Secretary of State, to the matter, and^ 
as Admiral Porter was personally acquainted with Mr. Hatch in San Domingo, I called on 
hun, thinking his influence important, and at his request I wrote out a brief statement of the 
case, and left the letters addressed to me by Mr. Hatch, which were in the hands of the 
admiral for a month, when, at my request, they were returned. When the sentence of Mr. 
Hatch was commuted to banishment I immeqiateiy called on Mr. Felix Delmonte, minis- 
ter of justice, and a leading member of Baea*8 cabinet, and inquired when Mr. Hatch would 
be set at liberty. He replied that Mr. Hatch was doubtless released at once, on the receipt 
of the sentence being commuted ; but it did not suit Mr. Baea and his American friends I 
that Mr. Hatch should be at liberty pending the negotiations on which their speculations i 
depended, and he has, consequently, been detained. My last letter from Mr. Hatch is 
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dated Febroary 4. He was still in prison, being foar months after his sentence was com- 
mnted to banishment. 

The case of Mr. Hatch is a very mye one, and calls loudly for the interference of our 
(i^overnment ; otherwise the rights and lives of American citizens will hereafter be left to the 
mercy of anj petty tyrant who happens to be at the head of an irresponsible goyernment. 
I shall be happy to give yon idl the information in my power on the subject. 
I am, sir, with high respect, your obedient servant, 

JNO. BOMERS SMITH. 



Letter of Jokn Somer* Smithy United States consular agent at San Domingo, to Hon. 0, S. 

Ferry. 

TOMPKINSYILLE, Staten ISLAND, March 19, 1870. 

Dear Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the reception of yoar letter of 13th ; the 
printed papers (report of Secretary Fish in case of Mr. Hatch) only reached me this morn- 
ing, and I hasten to reply. I transmit herewith Mr. Hatches correspondence. Mr. Hatch 
proceeded to San Domingo some five years ago, as agent for a company of New York, for 
the purpose of working the salt miles at Neyba ; he obtained a concesssion from the Span- 
ish government^ being at that time in possession of the country ; shortly after the Spaniards 
left, and Mr. Baez coming into power declined to ratify the Spanish grants ; after four 
months* occupation Baez was expelled, and soon after General Cabral was elected president 
by the popular' vote of the country ; his government was acknowledged by the United 
States, and a treaty was concluded between the two countries. General CabraFs govern- 
ment renewed and confirmed the grants for the salt mines conceded bv Spain to Hatch. 
After some eighteen months a revolution broke out in favor of Baez, and the Cabral govern- 
ment was overthrown. In the spring of 1869 Barahona (where Mr. Hatch resided) was 
taken by the forces of Greneral Cabral, and remained in their possession until the last of 
August, when they retired and the Baez troops returned to the town. Mr. Hatch was then 
at once arrested. The letters from September 3 to November 7 give a history of his entire 
case. On examining the correspondence submitted to the Senate I observe that important 
I)ortions of my dispatches, that contained what I believed to be the private motives that led to 
the persecution oi Mr. Hatch, have been omitted. Mr. Delmonte's specious statement is 
entirely erroneous; the grants were made originally by the Spanish authorities, and not by 
Cabral ; the latter renewed them, and I think there was a clause to indemnify the owners 
of the property, the amount to be determined by the government. As to Mr. Hatch's 
house being an inn, it is false, as the generals on both sides occupied it, nolens volens, 
at their own pleasure. As the subject is fully explained in Hatches correspondence, I hope 
this statement will be sufficient, in conclusion, I can only say that the treatment of Mr. 
Hatch has been atrocious. I am entirely convinced of his entire innocence of any com- 
plicity against the Baez government, and I have no objection to the publication of this 
entire correspondence. 

I am, dear sir. with great respect, your obedient servant, 

JOHN SOMERS SMITH. 



Davis Hatch to J. Somers Smith. 

AzuA, September 3, 1869. 

My Dear Mr. Smith : I left Barahona on the 28th ultimo, by order of the government, 
under a general order of the evacuation of the town, and arrived here on the 29th. The 
morning after our arrival here I was told that an Italian and myself were to remain on 
board with our effects, and probably proce'ed to San Domingo in the same vessel, Alta Gracia. 
All the others were landed with their effects. Just after dark the same day a peremptory 
order came from town to send me there immediately. I went on shore at once, as I stood, 
and found three dragoons to take charge of me. Up to this time I hud had no intimation 
that I was under arrest, or that any charges had been preferred against me. Soon after we 
started it commenced raining, and when I reached town I was completely drenched. I was 
taken to the commandancia, where I remained through the night in my wet clothes. A 
friend hearing of my arrival sent me a hammock and sheet, or I should have been obliged 
to lay on the floor or sit in a chair all night. At nine o'clock the next morning a friend 
called upon me and offered his services. I told him that I did not know what I had been 
arrested for; that I should like to have an interview with General Valentine, (one of Baez's 
officers, ) when I was sure I could satisfy him that I was entirely innocent of any complicity 
in the affairs of the government. He went at once to General Valentine, and soon returned 
with a message that he only wanted to take some declarations, which would be done shortly, 
after which I could return on board and proceed to the capital, and that he wouH call and 
see me. Up to this time I have heard nothing further, nor received the promised visit, from 
General Valentine. On the afternoon of my arrival, Monday, a friend went to General 
Valentine and asked permission for me to go to his house to dine and sleep, which was 
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granted, and here I have remained, without a change of clothing or anj intimation of what 
is to be done with me, I shall decline to make anj formal declarations here, believing it to 
be contrary to treaty stipulations between the two governments, except in the presence of 
my consul ; but I shall not hesitate to give a full explanafion of my proceedings with both 
parties. 

I am fearful, from what has taken place here, that I may be thrown into prison on my 
arrival in the city, and the chief object of this communication now is to beg oi you to take 
some step at once to guard against such an outrage. « • * « 

And now I will endeavor to give you a brief account of what has passed at Barahonaand 
that section since I wrote you in April. About that time I heard through the commandant 
that Cabral's party had taken Neyba ag^in, and were preparing to take Bincon and Bara- 
hona. The small force which the government had kept together up to that time dwindled 
down to some fifteen or twenty men, by some going 'over to the enemy and others to their 
homes. Finally, in the early part of May, the commandant, on learning that Rincon and all 
the small towns in that vicinity were occupied by the enemy with a large force, withdrew 
with some twelve or fifteen men that remained firm in their adhesion to the government to 
the opposite side of the river toward Azua, leaving the town at the mercy of any half-dozen 
villains who felt inclined to plunder it. Most of the inhabitants had fled to the mountains 
for safety. For two or three weeks I slept in my house entirely alone. Finally, on the Idth 
of May, between tivo and three hundred of the Cabral party entered and took possession of 
the town without opposition, and in the most perfect order. After two or three days all the 
families returned to town, and those subject to military duty presented themselves and 
offered their services to the new commandant. All the towns down the coast adhered with- 
out opposition to the new order of things, and all who had been in the service of the gov- 
ernment presented themselves and offered their services. From that time to the 14 th of Au- 
gust, three months lacking four days, the Cabral party remained in undisputed possession 
of all that section of the country, and nothing was known of any propositions being made 
by the government to regain possession. The revolutionary party had acquired the confi- 
dence of the people, even of tne best friends of the government, and having all the neces- 
sary means of carrying on war, all looked upon the fall of the government as a matter of 
certainty, and within a very brief period. With my experience here of the past four years, 
having witnessed six successful revolutions and changes in the head of the government in 
that time, I was reluctantly forced to take that view of the situation. As I had done when 
the revolution broke out there in November, 1867, against CabraPs government, of which 
you have knowledge by a letter from General Valentine to the President, I looked to them 
as the only authority over the place ; and being commanded by gentlemanly and able men, 
for the most part, I treated them courteously. Any other course would have exjjosed 
me to insult, and, perhaps, something more, on the part of the men. Indeed, gratitude 
for their protection, if nothing else, would induce such a course. 

This ptrobability of the success of the revolution was further insured on the arrival of a 
steamer in their service on the 29th of June, six weeks after the occupation of the place, 
bringing a surplus of arms and ammunition ; and on the same day a schooner from St. 
Thomas, with coal, clothing, and provisions ; and a few days later a vessel from Jacmel, 
with further supplies of arms and clothing, and likewise a ct^nsiderable amount of Haytien 
money. The steamer also brought Valverde, Pujol, Cnnil, Marcus Aden, and some five or 
six other generals,. an<] some troops. Pujol, Valverde, and Cunil, whom I had known as 
fiiends and gentleman, I invited to my house, which I occupied alone ; was a very large 
one, and the only house unoccupied where they could go. After a day or two Adon, and 
the other generals from the steamer, felt that they had as good a right there as the others, 
and without asking permission from me or any one else, took up their abode there. I protest- 
ed to Valverde, who seemed to take the lead, and told him I would notpermit it ; that Adon, 
although I had known him before, he was no friend of mine, and I could not have Kim in 
my house ; the others were strangers to me, and I would not be incommoded by them. 
Valverde attempted to arrange quarters for them elsewhere, and some of the younger men 
left: but seeing that he would have to quarrel with Adon and others to get them out, said 
they would take the entire expense of the house upon themselves, provisions, cook, servants 
and all. As I could do nothing more without an open rupture, which would have been a 
most imprudent and injudicious act under the circumstances, I was forced to acquiesce. 
Finally, while I was out one morning, they brought some powder and lead there from their 
storehouse, and commenced molding balls and making cartridges. I protested against it, 
and told them I would not permit it from any one under any circumstances ; that, aside from 
any objections to it for other reasons, I would not expose my life and property to such work 
by a heedless set of men. They stopped the work, and a quarrel ensued, between Valverde 
and Adon, but the former yielded to the latter, and they recommenced the work in the shed 
in the back part of the yard. Adon said he was chief in command of the military force, 
and he would do as he pleased; that they had possession and were supporting the es- 
tablishment, and had a right to it on that account as well as his right as cmef in command. 
In consequence of my continued remonstrances, which kept up continued altercations 
with Adon and Valverde and others, Adon stopped the work, quit the house, and next day 
started off with aU the troops brought in the steamer, and some others, for San Juan. As 
the most of the men looked to Adon as their leader, and seemed to feel great confidence in 
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him, his leavingf was the occasion for a regular stampede, and it was with great difficnlty 
that a sufficient force oonld he kept together to maintain order. From Rineon, Adon sent 
animals and took away all the jpowder, lead, clothing, and provisions. Yalverde, Pujol 
and others, seeine the place was nkely to be abandoned entirely, left for San Juan. I was, 
therefore, indirectly, the cause of the abandonment of the place. * ^ * As I 
said before, my interests induced me to hope for the success of Mr. Baez in holding on to 
the goyemment, and if I could have done anything to aid it, I would cheerfully hare placed 
all that I possessed there at his disposal. But when the revolution had gained such a foot- 
hold, with the experience I had had in the country, it would have been madness and folly 
in me to have thrown obstacles in their way, or to have been uncivil and discourteous to the 
heads of it. In addition to what I had witneessed of its strength and progress, on the arrival of 
the steamer they reported that they had sunk the Capotilla and Alta Gracia, and at the same 
time it was reported that Hani, Maniel, and San Cristoval had pronounced in favor of the 
revolution, and the city besie^d. Cabral came down from San Juan a few days after the 
arrival of the steamer, and said that many towns in La Vega had pronounced in his favor. 
Hearing nothing whatever from the other side, and seeing no signs of any effort to regain 
what was actually in possession of Cabral, I could not but believe enougn of what I saw 
and heard that the prooabilities were in favor of the revolution. 

The conferences between Cabral, Luperon, and other generals were held in secret, and I 
knew nothing of what passed between 4;hem, except what I inferred from subsequent move- 
ments and events. Luperon remained on board the steamer all the time, except two short 
visits to Cabral, who was in Barahona two nights and one day. When Cabral left on the 
6th of July, he told Pujol that he should be in Azua by the 15th. I think I have said 
enough to convince you that my course has not only been impartial, but prudent and con- 
siderate. If there had been any possible way for me to have left at the time the government 
abandoned Barahona, about the first of May, I should have done so, for fear of being 
charged with a preference for one party or the other. 

Soon after the arrival of General Garcia, (an officer of Baez, ) on the 14th ultimo, at the 
head of two hundred and fifty or three hundred government troops, he came to my house 
with his officers, followed by some forty or fifty men, and he asked me what there was in 
the house belonging to the Caios. I pointed out to him some trifling articles they had left 
there, including one and one«quarter barrel flour and two trunks. He left shortly afterward 
with his officers, except two or three called captains. As soon as he was out of hearing, 
they broke into the store adjoining the hall, and Immediately a large gang of forty or fifty 
rushed in and carried off nearly every article of merchandise from the store, some 900 or 
1 ,000 pounds of wax ; and then rushed to other apartments, ransacking and taking every- 
thing that could be of service to them — all my kitchen apparatus, all my knives, forks, 
spoons, crockery, &c. ; and then made a rush into my chamoer and commenced upon my 
wardrobe and other articles there. My clerk ran for General Garcia as soon as the pillage 
commenced, and he arrived just in time to save most of my clothing, and recovered a few 
articles of merchandise of the least value that the villains had not had time to make off 
with. 

He reprimanded the officers for permitting such an outrage, and threatened to shoot any 
one that removed an article from the house ; cleared the house of the men, and placed a guard 
over it. After order was restored, I took him one side and told him that from my previous 
knowledge of his character and standing, I had not anticipated such outrages from men 
under his command. He said he regretted it very much, and woula take steps to recover 
what he could, and prevent any further pillage. A few articles of merchandise and a little 
wax were recovered during the day. He left with his whole force the next day for Rincon, 
after sending nearly every person in town on board the vessels in the harbor, or to the en- 
campment the other side of the river, including my clerk and cook. As I had nothing left 
in the house to eat, and not thinking it prudent to stop there alone under the circumstances, 
I went to the house of a neighbor on the opposite side of the square, where I removed some 
of the raost valuable of my clothes. »*«*** 

On parting with General Garcia, he expressed many regrets at what occurred, and said 
he would wifte to General Valentine that, so far as he could hear from inquiry there, I had 
pursued an impartial course. You are at liberty to communicate anything contained herein 
to the government. 

Hoping to meet you shortly, and find you in your usual healthy and with kind regards to 
Mr. Bead and Eugene, I remain, most sincerely and truly, yours, 

DAVIS HATCH. 

In regard to the vessel ordered from St. Thomas, which I hear has been condemned, I 
will merely say now, that order was given when ft seemed almost certain the government 
would be forced to yield, of the position of which, in other parts of the country, they would 
have later advices, and could judge better. I had the permission, voluntarily, from Cabral. 
If the government had triumphed, and the vessel was sent on the voyage, they could only 
order her off, as I understand the law, when no blockade had been inland to my knowledge, 
and when there was no force to support it if inland. If they had found her in port she 
would have been a lawful prize ; but I think not liable to capture, taken at sea. Immedi- 
ately after Pujol, Zatrenda, and the others left Barahona, I gave orders to the pilot to go out, 



DAVIS HATCH. 13 

if he saw way Tessel approaehinr ; and If for me, to order her back to St. Thomas. I ordered 
a Teasel in April, of which I had heard nothing, and was orer-anxioiis to ^t the property here 
off mj hands. I gave po^itiye orders to admit nothing except what was for me. 



Letter ofDavi$ Hatch to J. Somtra Smith. 

AZUA, September 9, 1869. 

I wrote by the Como, on the 3d instant, giving yon a fiill account of what had transpired 
up to that time, including the proceedings of the goremment against me. On the afternoon 
otthat day I was summoned to the commandancia, where certain questions were put to me 
eoncering my intercourse with the faction in Barahona. As I was anxious to know what 
the charges were, and to have the opportunity of giTing a full explanation, I answered all 
the questions in full, although I believe it to be contrary to treaty stipqlations. Before 
signing the declarations I required that reservation to be added, which was done. I was 
not intormed who had ffiven evidence against me, but I learned from a friend that they were 
those low characters who had him arrested in Barahona, and imprisoned here in irons. It 
is easy to understand why thev would endeavor to make out a case — not from anything per- 
sonal agunst me, but to gain nivor with the government, with the hope of effecting their own 
release. The principal one was immediately set at liberty. The cnarges are nothing more 
than that of aiding the faction, the whole extent of which I explained to you. Until CabraPs 
party occupied the town, on the 18th May, I never received or sent any communication to 
them, or knew anything of their movements, except what was told me voluntarily by the 
goveroment authorities before they left. Obedience and protection are reciprocal terms. 
As the government was forced by circumstances to abandon the place^ and it was subse- 
quently occupied by the faction, I was compelled to look to them for protection, and was in 
duty bound to yield obedience to their manaates, or expose myself to insult or persecution. 
All took this view of the situation, and acted accordingly. In small towns like Barahona 
anything required of you by either party and refused is taken by force, and you are looked 
upon as an enemy afterward. Such has been my experience. Every one rendered what- 
ever serrice was asked of them. I cannot but regard the whole proceedings asainst me as 
an attempt to make out a case to offset, or in some degree justi^ or palliate, the burglary 
and robbery of my house, and perhaps by some of the very parties concerned in it. There were 
lespectable parties here from Barahona, who would have given fair and truthful evidence, 
if called upon. Was it fair and just, therefore, to take the evidence or the lowest class, who 
were in durance vile 7 The day after my arrival in town I sent, by a friend, to General 
Yalentine Ramirez that I should like to have au' interview with him, when I could explain 
everything to his satisfaction. He sent word that he only wanted to take some declarations, 
which would be done soon, after which I could return on board ; and in the mean time he 
would call upon me. I have now been here ten days, and have not seen him yet. It would 
not be proper for me to call upon him under the circumstances. 

There seems to have been a desire to subject me to all the indignities and inconveniences 
possible, and the whole proceedings are irregular and inconsistent. I was arested at niglit, • 
after being in the harbor more than twenty-four hours ; brought here in the rain ; kept in 
prison twenty hours without a chaog^e of clothing ; set at liberty without being notified why 
I had been arrested ; three days afterward my declarations were taken, and again set at 
liberty, and remained until now without hearing anything more. If there was no foundation 
for a criminal charge, why was I arrested and imprisoned 7 And that there was no founda- 
tion for a criminal charge is evident from the fact of my being set at liberty before my ex- 
amination was made. 

Being obliged to remain in my wet clothes the night I was brought here gave me a severe 
cold, which settled upon my chest, and finally produced a violent fever on the 6th, which 
returned with more violence yesterday. I feel better this morning, and hope the worst has 



One of the officers of the Alta Gracia called upon me yesterday and told me the Capotillo 
was expected to*day ; and that after her arrival they were to go to San Domingo. I have 
beard, indirectly, that I could go up in her. My baggage and other effects are still on 
board of her. 

Again begging your intercession in my behalf, to avoid any further indignities after my 
Arrival at San Domingo, I remain, most sincerely, yours, 

DAVIS HATCH. 



Davis Ratdk to J, Somera Smith. 

AzvA, S(^temb€r 29, 1869. 

Mr Dear Mr. Siviith : Notwithstanding the assurance given you to the contrary from 
80 hij^h a source, I was cast into a little filthy cell on my arrival here, from which all light 
»nd air was excluded, except what passed through the crevices between the boards. I sent 
for General Valentine the next day, who came and listened patiently for two hours to my 
explanations of the charges against mo, and of my whole course in Barahona. I thought 
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he seemed convinced of mj innocence of anj act against the government. On parting, I 
begged him to consider the state of my health, mj condition in life, and the positive services 
I hi^ rendered the government, of which he was aware, and allow me to go to the house of 
Mr. Marchona. He consented, and said he would send Mr. Marchona to accompany me, a 
little later. He did not come, however, and two days passed without my seeing any one. 
Mr. Marchona came the third day, and said that Genenil Valentine, on referring again to 
his instructions from the minister of war, found they were positive that I should remain in 
prison until the trial was concluded. I sent for General Valentine the sixth day, and 
requested another interview. He came, and showed me the letter referred to ; said he regretted 
that it was out of his power to let me out of prison, but would do all in his power to relieve 
me ; that I might occupy the adjoining room alone, which was twice the size, with a win- 
dow in it which might be opened during the day. The change was made at once, some- 
what to my relief. My trial is now going on ; what the result may be I cannot predict 
All I can do is to declare my innocence. I know nothing of the laws and customs in such 
cases. 

I have not had the means or opportunity of writing you before.' I have been disappointed 
in not hearing from you, presunung you -must have heard of my condition here. If there 
is anything in their laws to justify the proceedings instituted against me, I am ignorant of 
them. Plead for me at once. 
Yours, most sincerely, 

DAVIS HATCH. 



Letter of Davis Hatch to J, Somers Smith, 

AZUA, October 13, 1869. 

I wrote you a few lines yesterday bv the Como. This morning I was told by a confidant 
of General Valentine that I could not leave the Alta Gracia to-night, as the papers connected 
with my trial had not yet all been copied, and I could not go until they were ready, as they 
must accompany me. I cannot view this statement in any other light than a determination, 
too often before manifested since my arrest, to aggravate my case as much as possible. I 
should do wrong, however, not to except Gener^ valentine from this general charge. 

I send with this three sheets containing a fall account of my trial, to which I shall add, as 
opportunity offers, some comments. I have been quite well the last few days, but to-day 
am quite upset again, partly, perhaps, from my disappointment in not being allowed to 
embark to-night, as I was given to understand would be the case, in the Alta Gracia. I 
hoped to have been with you in time to express mj views upon the subject of the satisfaction 
and compensation to which I am justly entitled for the cruel persecutions and exposure of 
life, false imprisonment, and the unjust and degrading sentence passed upon me by a mock 
tribunal, in time to make an appeal to our government for the steamer of the 20th, but that 
is now quite improbable. I have also a claim for property robbed by the government troops 
under General Garcia, and for property abandoned by his ordering me away without furnish- 
ing the time and opportunity to remove it. My strength fails, and I can write no more. 
Most sincerely and truly, your friend, 

DAVIS HATCH- 

P. S. — Still having time, and feeling a little better, I open this to add that at the com- 
mencement of my interview with General Valentine, the morning after the trial, I said : 
* * General, if I cannot convince you of my entire innocence of any act or deed, now or at 
any previous time, against the present government, I neither ask nor expect any favor nor 
consideration from you." Although there was no formal admission of my innocence, I was 
persuaded he really felt so in his heart, and his interesting himself so warmly immediately 
after in obtaining pardon may be taken as proof that such was the case. It would seem as 
though there could be scarcely any limit to the compensation that may be justly and properly 
demanded for such wanton cruelties before the trial, and such a degrading sentence under 
which I remained six days, subject to the clemency of one man, without the least proof 
being presented. The sentence has gone forth to the world and its refutation will travel 
slow and not #**#■*# 

D. H. 

AzUA, October 11, 1869. 

My Dear Mr. Smith : Your note of the .5th instant was handed me at noon of the 7th, 
soon after the oicio of the government was read to me commuting my sentence to banish- 
ment, tind then in the streets in several parts of the town, by order of Gfeneral Ramirez, was 
read to me at the same time, ordering me to remain m prison until an opportunity offered to 
embark for the city. I asked through a friend permission to^ to the house of Mr. Marchena 
until an opportunity offered, but the reply was that he had no discretion in the matter. 

You say my note of the 30th ultimo was handed you on the evening of the 4th instant, 
simultaneously with the sentence of the court-martial. To insure its prompt delivery I had 
it sent under cover of a letter of Mr. Marchena to Mr. Hicardt, certified, with the request to 
Mr.Ricardt that he deliver it immediately; the certified envelope with its receipt was 
received here by the return conco, on the 4th at noon, some hours before you received the 
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letter. This significttnt fact is of no conseqaence now, except as forming^ a part of the 
histoiy of my most extraordinary trial here, which I now proceed to detail. 

I aniyed here on the morning of the 20th ultimOt and was immediately locked up in a 
little dnogeon, ten by fifteen feet, without any floor, and from which all light and air was 
excluded, except what passed throngh the creyices between the boards. Two criminals with 
irons upon their feet were in the same apartment Through the kind consideration of 
General Karairez, who came to see me on the sixth day, I was permitted to occupy the 
adjoimng room, twice the size, with a stone floor, used as a depository of arms, &c., in which 
there was a window, which I was allowed to open during the day. 

At seyen o'clock on the evening of the 28tn« nine days after my arrival here, I was offi- 
cially presented with a copy of the charges against me by the fiscal, or goyemment prosecutor, 
which was the first I knew of what I had been accused, except what I was left to infer from 
the questions put to me here on the 30th. I was told by a friend, not officially, that my 
trial would taxe place the next morning. I sent immediately for my counsel and directed 
him to petition the court for time to send to you for important documents and letters and to 
summon witnesses in my defense. The petition was peremptorily denied. At ten o'clock 
in the morning of the Ist instant I was taken from prison and escorted through the streets 
by twenty armed men to a private dwelling, temporarily fitted up as^a court-house for the 
occasion. The whole process was then reiM, and I for the first time* learned who the wit- 
nesses were, who had been examined in secret by the prosecutor, and what they had testi- 
fied. I protested against the trial proceeding then, as I had not had time to summon witnesses 
or prepare my defense ; that only forty •eight hours had elapsed since I was presented with 
the act of accusation, and until now knew not who the witnesses were against me or what 
they had testified ; and iteither had my counsel had time to prepare my defense ; that the 
government had taken all the time they wished, nine days, to prepare their charges against 
me, and that I was entitled to at least an equal time to prepare to refute them, if this was 
what it pretended to be, a court of justice. Time was peremptorily refused and the trial 
ordered. 

8ix witnesses had been examined in secret by the government prosecutor, and their evi- 
dence taken, and it formed part of the process upon which I had oeen arraigned. Four of 
the six were in prison, with irons upon their ankles, and gave their evidence in that condi- 
tion in prison, or in the same building. Two of the four were arrested with arms in their 
hands in the service of the rebels in Barahona; the third was arrested as a spy, also in Bar- 
abona, tied and embarked, and placed in prison with irons on his arrival here. All of them 
were brought here three weeks before me, and were subject to the penalty of death if put 
upon trial . They were, however, set at liberty a few days after giving their declarations. 
Comment is unnecessary. The fourth was arrested for piracy, also in Barahona, for assist 
ing the steamer Telegraph in removing the schooner Casualidad from this port. The day 
after he gave his testimony he was sentenced to death by the same court-martial ; and though 
a petition was sent to the president for his pardon, in which the governor of the province 
joined, it was refused, and he was executed the day after the decision was received. The 
other iwo were greater criminals, from the fact that they were men of more intelligence and 
responsibility, and in different positions. One voluntarily furnished all the bread for the 
revolutionary army, and the other, although holding a commission as alcalde from the gov- 
ernment, furnished all the beef, and both volunteered their services to the officers of the rev- 
olutionary army in every way they could be useful. But they are at liberty here, although 
the government knew their criminality, as it was a matter of public notoriety, I must here 
stop to make a correction. The alcalde was called in by my counsel, without consulting 
me. He was the greatest of all the criminals, from the fact of his holding a commission 
from the government, well aware of his great crime, and the consequences, if the govern- 
ment should proceed against him. He^ too, perjured himself to criminate me, and ignored 
all knowledge of facts with which he was perfectly familiar, which would exculpate me. A' 
son of his, about nineteen years old, a high-minded and worthy young man, of more than 
the ordinary intelligence of those of his age and opportunities, in whom I had taken a great 
interest, and latterly treated as a companion, was a clerk in my house many months, inclu- 
ding all the time the revolutionary party were in possession oi the town. He was familiar 
with all that passed in my house from day to day, as I was in the habit of consulting with 
him upon the liberties taken by Valverde in assuming the whole charge of the establishment, 
and my protesting against the operations of General Marcus Adou in the yard, and that the 
result of my remonstrances against these liberties and intrusions was the abandonment of 
the place by all but forty or fifty men of the revolutionary army, including all the generals, 
except the one appointed commaruiante de armas of the district. While those people occu- 
pied my house he took his meals and slept at his father's house, and uo one^can believe, as 
General Ramirez frankly admitted to me, that he did not tell his father what passed in my 
house. I asked for time to call him as a witness, and also my cook, who was equally 
familiar with all that passed in my house each day. They could have him here in twenty- 
four hours, but even this favor was denied. 

The sixth witness called and e^mined in secret by the prosecutor was Sinferio Batista, 
instead of the alcalde. He had been equally zealous in the revolutionary cause, entertain- 
ing daily five or six of the general and other officers at his own expense, and volunteering 
his services in every way needed. He, with Santiago Talivera, the one who furnished the 
bread, and the representative man of the town, met the officers of the steamer Telegraph on 
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the wharf and f^re them information of the situation of the rebel caose, whUe I was in my 
house and saw no one antil after the daj of her arrival ; he, too, beinn^ well aware of bia 

Sreat crime and its serious consequences if put npon trial, and like the others, seeing^ the 
isposition of the goyemment toward me, peijnred himself to criminate me, well knowing 
my entire innocence. Why these three, the ^eatest of all the criminals, according^ to the 
rulinff of the government in similar cases, are still at liberfcy, I am left to conjecture, nor 
does it become me to inquire. For mvself, I do not consider them guilty under the circnm-> 
stances ; the government abandoned the town two or three weeks before it was occupied by 
the revolutionary party. They came with a large force, in perfect order, and maintained 
order while there, treating all alike. Looking to them for protection, they were in duty 
bound to yield obedience to their mandates ; any other course would expose them to perse- 
cution, if nothing worse. 

Proceeding with my trial, after the process had been read and my petition for a postpone* 
ment refused, the prosecutor opened the case with an argument (if it could be called such) 
of more than two hours in length, the chief points of which were my anUeedentSy as he 
called them ; that is, the private correspondence between the brother of President Baes 
while they were both out of office and out of the country, and in which he was the aggreS'^ 
sor and I was the aggrieved party. This matter, as you will remember, was wranged be- 
tween the President and myself by your intervention, and would, therefore, have been ruled 
out of order in any respectable court to produce it now. Your correspondence with the min-> 
ister of foreign alBairs, which followed the arrangement, formed part of the process, and on 
these points the chief part of his time was occupied. He charged me with having broken 
my pledge, given through you, not to take any part in the political affairs of the country, 
and yet not a particle of evidence had been produced to prove it. The witnesses examined in 
secret might, of course, have been questioned by the prosecutor upon that point, but it would * 
seem they could not go so far in their servility as to declare that I had ever done anything 
in opposition to the government, while I had always been so conspicuous in its service. 

Tne letter of General Ramirez to the President, which belonged to that correspondence, 
and which was handed to you with so much satisfaction by the President, as it proved the 
interest I had taken in his government, would, if it had been produced with the other let- 
ters, have refuted the charge, but it was not there. I complained of this unfairness to Gen- 
eral Ramirez after the trial. He said it being a private letter it could not bo used in court. 
I replied that the President having handed it to you to copy, it had then become a public 
document, and that if I had been aware of the letter's proving part of the process against 
me, and time had been allowed, I should have produced a copy of the letter with your cer- 
tificate and the seal of the United States. His next chief point was the scandalous negotia- 
tion of the notes of the. rebels, of which I took four, representing some (45 or $50 
from the poor people, who held' them at a quarter or a third of their nominal value, out 
of consideration for them, and not to favor the revolution. He had but little to say upon the 
occupation of my house and the proceedings theref as I had fraukly admitted all that in my 
declaration. After he had concluded, my counsel read the defense he had prepared, and 
which was all that could have been expected in the short time allowed him ; and then I read 
a short defense I had prepared the momiug before the trial, explaining my course in Bara* 
bona before and during toe occupation by the Cabral party. I also made a speech of half 
an hour's length upon the unfairness and injustice of the whole proceedings, declaring my 
entire innocence of any act or deed against the government, which I could easily have 
proved if opportunity had been allowed me by the court, and to which I was entitled by 
common consent in all tribunals in civilized countries. I saw, however, from the commence- 
• ment that my sentence had been agreed upon beforehand, and no defense that I could make 
would avail anything. Since the time of the inquisition, history records no trial so entirely 
in keeping with the trials before those iniamous courts, differing only in that the trial was 
held in open court. The whole proceedings were as far from the spirit of justice as deadly 
poison is from the spirit of life. A fair illustration would be : a stone was tied around my 
neck, I thrown into water, and told to save myself. The debased and depraved were exam- 
ined secretly in prison, and if they were not told in advance that their lives would be saved 
if they criminated me, such may, with propriety, be presumed was the fact. 

Those of them, the first examined, were set at liberty, and yet all the evidence of the seven 
criminals who testified against me amounted to little of anything more than I admitted in 
my declarations, only that I was free from all responsibility under the circumstances. One 
other fact shows but too plainly the disposition of the court : that while the prosecutor had a 
table and chair within the railing, my counsel was kept outside with the crowd, although I 
asked that he be allowed to sit by me, as it was especially necessary in my case — a stranger, 
knowing nothing of the law and customs — that he should be where I could confer with him. 
The prosecutor, apparently of pure African descent, is gifted with an extraordinary fluency 
of speech, though much given to repetition ; violent and rude in his manners ; of a very 
malicious and revengeful disposition, and an insolent tongue— just the kind of man to be 
effective with the low and ignorant, such as the six men forming what was ridiculously called 
the court. f 

The trial was closed at ten o'clock at night, having lasted twelve hours. I was then re- 
manded back to prison to await the result of the deliberation of the court. At twelve I 
was again escorted to the court-house and then informed that the decision of the court was 
that I was culpable on the charges preferred, when I was again returned to prison to await 
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the decieion upon tbe sentenee. At four o'clock in the morning I wan sammonecl a^ain, 
iffhen the solemn farce of sentpnce of death, bv the nnaniftioas decision of the conrt, was 
read to me, at the conclnsion of which the prosecntor demanded that the sentence be put in 
execution without delay. Notwithstanding: the grave and serious character of the sentence, 
it was a great relief to me to part with such an adsembliige and such scenes the last time. 
I was told by one who was present during the four hours of deliberation upon the sentence 
that a majority of the court seemed to be in favor of an acquital, but were overawed by the 
prosecutor, who was acting under instructions from the government, as was too evident ; 
and such is the. terror felt by every one in opposing its will, they did not dare give expression 
to their convictions. 

At ten o'clock a. m. of the same day, the 2d, I sent a message to General Ramirez, acting 
governor of the province, with the special request for an interview. He was confined to his 
bed, but graciously allowed me to visit him, in company with the commandante, without a 
guard. I protested against the whole proceedings, and against the execution of the sen- 
tence; that all the evidence tending to criminate me was presumptive — nothing positive; 
that even admitting, for the sake of argument, that I had consented to the occupation of my 
house by the Cabral party, that could not be considered a crime under the circumstances; 
and it was evident that the govemno:ent did not so consider it, from the fact that notice had 
been taken of the voluntary and more important services rendered by those of its citizens 
who bad been called to testify against me, and still at liberty. Without admitting fully all 
that I said, he promised to do all in his power to obtain a pardon, and dictated the letter ask- 
ing it. Ho likewise gave me to understand, without making any positive promise, that I 
might rely upon its beiiig granted. 



Letter of Davis Hatch to J. Somers Smith, 

AZUA, October 2!i, 1869. 

I wrot6 you last on the 18th instant. I am still without any communication from you. 
It would be a great satisfaction to me, if only to hear that my letters had been received. 
Twenty-four days have elapsed since my sentence, and eighteen since the receipt of the of- 
ficial notice of its commutation ; and I am still held a prisoner, without knowing why, or 
the probable time of my release. I have had no communication with General Ramirez, the 
acting governor, since the 2d instant, before reported to you, and my self-respect forbids my . 
seeking one, even were I sure by so doing I could obtain my release, for reasons hereinafter 
stated. He visits the comandancia almost daily, without looking into my room, which 
shows a disposition to avoid any further communication with me. A few days after I was 
notified of tlie commutation of the sentence, hearing from one and another that I was to 
embark for the capital by the first opportunity, I sent a request to the acting governor to be 
allowed to go on board, the Pomeria and remain until an opportunity offered, giving as a 
reason for tbe request, that want of air and exercise were retarding my convalescence. He 
replied very shortly, manifesting some degree of anger, that he had done all he could for me. 

Different versions are given of the cause of my detention, by different individuals, all of 
whom are frequent visitors at hea^l quarters. One reports the absurd story that the papers 
connected with ray trial are not yet all copied, and that I cannot leave until they are ready 
to be sent with me ; another tells me that no orders have yet been received from the govern- 
ment to send me to the capital ; a third tells me, with some degree of significance, that I 
am perhaps detained fearing I might take some steps to obtain redress. To this last I merely 
replied that my consul was in possession of all the facts, and if he thought proper would 
represent my case to my government without any instructions from me. 1 place little 
credence in any of these reports. As you know my whole course in San Domingo, and 
all my relations with the government of Mr. Baez, you cannot be at a loss to know the cause 
of my detention here, so entirely in keeping with all the proceedings against me. When 
you shall have seen a copy of the record of my trial, you will be better able to judge 
whether I have had just cause of complaint or otherwise. I have been several days without 
fever, but my strength returns slowly. Such confinement, and under such aggravating cir- 
enmstances, to one always accustomed to an a *tive life is exceedingly trying and irksome. 

Hoping to hear from you by the Como, due to-day, and with kind regards to Eugene, I 
remidn, sincerely and truly, your friend, 

DAVIS HATCH. 



Letter from Davis Hatch to J. Somers Smith, 

AzuA, November 1, 1869. 

I wrote you last by Como, 25th ultimo. I am still without a line from you. Como of to- 
day not yet arrived. I know as little as ever of the cause of my continued incarceration, or 

S. Eep. 234 2 
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of the probable time of release. Pleaee address a note to the minister of foreign affairs and 
■ask bim to let you see all the papers relating to mytrial and sentence, that yon may make 
a report of them to year government, as is customary in ail countries where a stranger has 
been tried. 

Though not considered obligatory on the part of the government to exhibit the record ef 
•such trials, the withdrawing of them would, nevertheless, be> regarded as a consciousness of 
their weakness in support of the judgment that may have been given. I have never known 
an instance where the courtesy was refused. Time enough has elapsed since the trial (one 
month tO'day) for the government to be in possession of the papers, where, according to the 
practice here, they rightfally belong. I do not think they have yet been forwarded, but 
there can be no valid reason why they should not have been. I am desirous that you should 
see them and take notes of them before I am sent out of the country. Even though the gov- 
ernment should have proved my criminality in certain decrees of theirs, (which I do not, of 
course, admit,) the question still remains, has any governmentTthe right to enact an ex post 
Jacto criminal law, which is an ev&sion of the restraints of international law as applied to 
foreigners ? / 

I have already given you the particulars of the trial allowing me but forty-eight hours, 
after hearing whereof I was accused, to prepare my defense, and that I was not permitted 
to know who the witnesses were who had testified against me until the trial commenced. 
My applications for postponement were refused. The government had employed, according 
to their judgment, as fiscal or prosecutor, the ablest lawyer in the republic, while there was 
no lawyer in the district for my defense. 

Please send the inclosed to Mr. « 

Very truly and sincerely, your friend, 

DAVIS HATCH. 



Letter of Davis Hatch to J. Somers Smith. 

AZUA, November!, 1869. 

I wrote you last on the 4th in answer to yours of 28th ultimo. I hear from the captain 
of a sloop that the Tybee was in sight going in on Sunday ; hope to have a letter from you 
by Como, due this day, with news by her. 

The two government vessels are still down the coast, and I don't hear that they are ex- 
pected here at present. The sloop leaves for the city on Saturday, but I don't think I shall 
be allowed to embark on her, from the treatment hitherto received. It is too evident they 
intend to keep me here until the last possible moment. I have obtained from three of the 
principal witnesses in my trial, including the alcalde, a certificate, of which I inclose a trans- 
lation. They would rather not have signed their names to any such paper, for reasons well 
understood, but the alcalde said : *' There is nothing here but what we all know to be true, 
and we need not be afraid of tbe truth." 

This completely refutes the labored argument of the fiscal that I had broken my pledge to 
the government, given through you, not to take any part in the political afiairs of the 
country. For what took place while the Cabral party occupied tbe town I cannot be held 
responsible. If the government considered me responsible for what they did on my prem- 
ises, why have they left their own citizens free, who rendered direct voluntary services to 
them, far more important than anything done on my premises 7 

This confinement and suspense, and the disgraceful and distressing scenes I am obliged 
to witness daily in this building, (tbe comandancia, ) are trying beyond anything you can 
conceive. 

Kind regards to Eugene. 
Sincerely, your friend, 

DAVIS HATCH. 

[Translation.] 

AzUA, November 7, 1869. 

^ At the solicitation of Mr. Davis Hatch I have pleasure in certifyipg that I have known 
him intimately during his residence in Barahoua ; that he has never takeu any part in polit- 
ical questions, nor been mixed up in any way in the political affairs of the country. He 
has always been on good terms with all the authorities, and throdgh them has rendered great 
service to the present government. ^ 

He has likewise always been on good terms with all the people of Barahona, and of the 
towns above and below Barahona; and in consequence of his friendship with all, and the 
respect all entertained for him, nearly all the people of Barahona were in the habit of taking 
their effects to his house ; and as many as could slept there when any disturbance was ap- 
prehended, and there was no military force or authority in town to maintain order ; and 
neither he nor any one in his houne were ever molested until the arrival of the troops under 
command of General Garcia, on the i4th August. 

When the revolutionary party took possession of the town, some of the chief officers went 
to his house, according to a custom for several years past, when the town has been occupied 
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by new antfaoritieg, until they could make pennanent anrangementa elsewhere. This baa 
been in conseqaence. of the extraordinary size of the honse, and of its central position. 

General Garcia likewise occupied it with all his staff when he took possession of the town 
on the J 4th August. 

FERNANDO FELIZ, Alcalde, 
ELIA8 RANNUS. 
SINFERIO BATISTA. 



Washington, June 9, 1870. 
Raymond H. Perry sworn and examined : 

By the Chairikan : 

Question. What is your official position ? — Answer. I am at present commercial agent of 
the United States at San Domingo. 
Q. When did you assume the duties of the office ? — A. On the 16th of November, 1869. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. When were you commissioned as commercial a^ent at San Domingo T — A. The last of 
October, 1 869 ; I do not remember the exact date. 

Q. And when did yon arrive there ? — A. About the 12th of November ; and I relieved Mr. 
Smith, my predecessor, on the 1 6th. 

Q. If any other Americans accompanied you to San Domingo, state who they were.— A. 
Mr. Prime, now the resident manager of the National Bank of San Domingo, and Mr. Fabens 
were on the steamer. 

Q. Did you receive a formal commission from the President of the United States ?~-A. 
My commission as commercial ageut was from the State Department, signed by Hamilton 
Fish. I am not a full consul ; full consuls receive commissions from the President, com* 
mercial agents from the Secretary of State. 

Q. Yi>u received a paper giving you authority to act ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What other function did your commission bestow upon you except that of commercial 
agent? — A. None. 

(j. Did it authorize you to form a treaty 7 — A. No, sir ; that was a separate commission, 
which was brought out on the Albany by General Babcock. 

Q. What was the date of that? — A. I have it here, (presenting a paper;) this is my 
oiiginal commission from the President, dated November 6, 1869 : 

•* Ulysses S. Grant, President op the United States op America, 

" To all to whom these presents may come^ greeting : 

''Know ye that, reposing special trust and confidence in the integrity, prudence, and abili- 
ties of Raymond H. Perry, commercial agemt of the United States at the city of Domingo, 
in the Dominican Republic, I have invested him with full and all manner of power and au- 
thority, for and in tne name of the United States, to meet and confer with any person or 
persons duly authorized by the government of the Dominican Republic, being invested with 
like power and authority, and with him or them to agree, treat, consult, and negotiate of and 
concerning the cession of the dominions and sovereignty of the Dominican Republic to the 
United States, and also of and concerning a lease to the United States of the portion of 
such domains contiguous to the Bay of Samana, including the said bay, and all matters and 
subjects connected therewith ; and to conclude and sign a treaty or treaties, convention or 
conventions, touching the premises, transmitting the same to the President of the United 
States for his ratification, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate thereof. 

" In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal, and caused the seal of the 
United States to be affixed. 

'*Done in the city of Washington, the sixth day of November, in the year of our Lord 
1869, and of the independence of the United States of America the ninety fourth. 

[L. 8.] "U.S.GRANT. 

*'By the President: 

** Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State,^' 

Q. Where were you wlien-you received this document ?— A. At San Domingo City. 

Q. At what time did you receive it ? — A. On or about the 18th of November, 1869. ^ 

Q Did any other person, so far as you know, hold a similar authority from the President 
of the United States in regard to the formation* of a treaty f — A. No, sir. 

Q Did you, while there, hear of any other person having any official authority from the 
President of the United States to negotiate respecting that treaty ? — A No, sir. 

Q. Do you believe there was any such person there ? — A. Not officially ; not with a com- 
miHsion. 

Q. So that, so far as you know or have reason to believe, you can say, I suppose, that 
yon were the sole person authorized officially, by formal document^ to negotiate respecting 
the formation of that treaty ? — ^A. Yes. sir 



20 DAVIS HATCH. 

Q. Did joQ there become aeatudoted with » man bj the name of Hatdi ?— A. Tee, sir. 

Q. Wbere was he when yon became aoqaamted with him, and who, In^rodaoed yon to 
him or him to yonf — A. It was after his release that I l>eeame acquainted with him; I had 
dem ended his release. 

Q. What condition was he in when yon first knew of his being there 7 — A. He was in 
confinement at Azua. 

Q. Did yon understand for what he was there in confinement ? — A. I understood that he 
had been assisting Cabral in different ways, and also Baez. 

Q. Did yon understand that he was charged with the offense of having assisted Cabral's 
party ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you understand that he had been tried on charges before a court-martial 7 — ^A. 
Tes, sir. 

Q. Go on and state all you know about that trial. — A^ If I am to go into the question of 
San Domingo I shall have to go into a broad scope, and I would rather that you should put 
to me questions and ask me to answer them specifically. 

Q. Did you understand what was the result of the trial 7 — A. He was sentenced to death, 
and thesenteoce was commuted to banishment from the island, in October, 1869. 

Q. Commuted by the President of the lepublic, Baez 7 — A. Yes, sir. When I first went 
to 8an Domingo, there were three or four Dominicans who had taken protection in the com- 
mercial agency, men who had deserted from Baez*s army, and one of them was guilty of 
murder. I got rid of those men on my arrival. I did not think it was proper to give such 
men protection ; I thought it was weakening the authorities there by protecting such men. 
I stated so to the government there, and also to the State Department at Washington. 

By Mr. ScHURZ: 

Q. Were they Dominicans 7 —A. Yes, sir; and when I turned those meh over to Presi- 
dent Baez, he promised me that he would release Hatch at once ; that he would have him 
sent up immediately from Azna. I called upon him several times about it, but they kept 
delaying it and postponing it, and he was detained six or seven months after they bad 
promised to release him. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. While you were there, of course von had some conversation from timf to time respect- 
ing the imprisonment of Hatch, and the causes of his imprisonment, and the nature of his 
trial. State to the committee whether you heard any complaint made by him, or by his 
friends, that the proceedings on his trial were contrary to the course of the law which pre- 
vailed on the island. — A. Yes, sir; I did understand so. 

Q. State what was the irregularity or defect in the proceedings which was complained of. — 
A. I understood from his friends, and also from himself, that he was alLwed no time to pro- 
cure witnesses, and that the men who were brought against him as witnesses were men who 
had been confiiied in prison, and after their evidence was given they were released. 

Q. My inquiry relates particularly to the fori^alities of the trial : whether in the trial there 
was any departure from the usual forms of law observed in that republic T — A. I did not hear 
that there was. 

Mr. ScHUR*i&. Allow me to ask here whether the witness is acquainted with the usual forms 
of trial observed in San Domingo. 

Mr. Howard. My question is not whether he understood what the forms were, but whether 
he heard any complaint that there was any departure from the forms ; but I have no objec- 
tion to his answering the question of General Schurz. 

The Witness. My opinion of the forms of trial, and also in relation to military matters 
and everything else there, is not a very exalted one. Everything is done entirely under the 
influence of the President. Even the senate is handled completely by his will. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. I will read to you two sentences from the statement of Mr. Hatch, contained in his 
petition, in order to call your attention to the matters there stated: '* On the 16th of Novem- 
ber the undersigned was informed (unofficially, but by a person in the confidence of the 
governor, and coming directly from him) that he was to embark the next day in the govern- 
ment schooner Capotilla,.but returned again in the evening and informed him l^at orders had 
i*nst been received to hold him in prison until further orders. The undersigned firmly be- 
ieves that the reason for this change was in consequence of the anival in San Domingo, 
on the 12th day of November, of the new commercial agent, Mr. R. H. Perry." Have you 
any recollection of the events of the period referred to in this statement 7 — A. No, sir. 

Q. State to the committee whether you at any time, directly or indirectly, inrerfered with 
the authorities at San Domingo to have Mr. Hatch longer detained 7 — A. I did everything! 
could from the moment I arrived in San Domingo to have him released. 

Q. Answer my question distinctly ; did you interfere, directly or indirectly, to have him 
detained longer 7— A. No, sir. 

Q. Again he says : "The undersigned wrote four letters to Mr. Per)y, after hearing of 
his arrival— the last one dated on the 6th of December— informing him of what his predeces- 
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sor had done in bU case, and what the n^orerament had promUed in regard to hit release, 
and reqae^tod him to renew the demand ; bat no letter or meua^ was ever received from 
him, nor did the nndersig^ned Icnow that he had done anything^ to obtain his release until the 
daj before he was released.*' Have you any remarks to make about that 7 — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you ever receive letters from Mr. Hatch requesting you to interfere to obtain hit 
release 7 — A. Yes, sir, I received seyeral. 

Q. Did you reply to them ? — A. I did not. 

By Mr. WiLUAMS : 

Q. Why did you not reply 7 — A. From the time I received ray commission in Washington 
I had been influenced afl^mst that man by all parties who had been concerned with this an- 
nexation movement and concerned with the island, and had been advised by all those par- 
ties not to intercede for his release. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Name the parties. — ^A. I understood here in Washington, when I first started for San 
Domingo, that Mr. Smith had been relieved because he was not the right man in San Do- 
mingo at thin time to bring about this annexation movement ; that he was opposed to parties 
there ; and Mr. Fabens also told me on my way down that he hoped I would not intercede 
in this man*s behalf; that he would be a i)arrier to ann exat ion, an d also ajgreat enemy 
lam and Mr. Caznean. ' 

Q. Give the first names of Fabons and Cazneau. — A. Joseph W, Fabens ; William L. 
Oazneau. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. So that you did not reply to Mr. Hatch's letters 7 — A. I did not reply to his letters ; but 
I sent him two or three messages, by parties who were going direct to Azua, that I would 
do all I could to obtain his release. 

Q. When you did interfere to obtain his release, were you acting under instructions from 
the State Department or Toluntarily on your own motion 7 — A. When I first went there, I > 
did it voluntarily on my own motion ; but after getting the order from the State Department ) 
I insisted upon it and demanded it. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. State the date of that order. — A. I have it at my hotel ; it was some time in January, 
1870. 

By Mr. Howard: 

Q. Was it in a dispatch from the Secretary of State 7— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Instructing you to do what 7 — A. At first he told me to use my good offices in Mr. 
Hatch's behalf; did not give me any direct orders. The next official communication I 
got was a direct order to demand his immediate release, which I did do. Tb^y t,pA d to put m e 
off again , saying that he would correspond with the p^ pera of <;^i e North ant ^ inflaence pa r- 
MtffI ftiyti^""' llHltiiVition" This was the excuse Baez and Gautier made ; and then I wrote a 
long communication to Gautier — a copy of which is in the State Department, which thev did 
not answer — saying that their excuses were not sufficient grounds to hold the man. fhey 
gave me no answer, and I called the next morning. They wished to put it off until I could 
write further to Washington about it, which would have taken about two months. I then 
went to my house and wrote another communication demanding his immediate release, naming 
that afternoon for an answer. They did not give me an answer that afternoon, and so I re- 
ferred the matter to Admiral Poor, eoing out to his vessel to see him on the subject. He got 
in his boat immediately, came ashore with me, and demanded Mr. Hatch's release within 
forty-eight hours. 

Q. And he was released 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What became uf him ; do you know 7 — A. He came up from Azua to San Domingo, 
and went on the man-of-war Antic to Havana, and returned on the Spanish steamer on the 
way to St. Thomas ; landed at San Domingo bv permission of Admiral Poor, obtained his 
trunks, papers, books, & c, and then went on his voyage to St. Thomas, where I under- 
stand he now is. 

Q. Have you any reason to suppose he has come to the United. States 7 — A. I do not 
know. He may be in New York at this moment for aught I know. The last I heard of 
him he was in St. Thomas. 

Q. How long a^o was that? — A. It was about three weeks ago. I will give you my 
reasona for not Wishing to correspond with him or any one since I have been in San Do- 
mingo. I have been very cautious about writing letters to any one except the State Depart- 
ment, because I was holding a peculiar position there as plenipotentiary and commercial 
agent at the same time, and I was very cautious about signing any papers or writing an/ 
letters to any one. Those I have written I have very carefully kept copies of. 

Q. But you say you sent him verbal messaffes7~A. I sent him two or three verbal rajes-* 
SM^ that I wouJd intercede in his behalf, and do what I could fi>r him ; and those moMiige^ 
I Caow were deliTeied. I have aaen ^^ Hatoh «ince» 
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Q. Did he say that he reoeiyed the yerbal messaffes 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. About what time did 70a send those yerbal messages T— A. I sent him one shortly 
after my arriyal. 

Q. That was abont what date? — A. He mast haye reoeiyed almost immediately one 
messag^ein a letter from Mr. Smith ; Mr. Smith wrote him that I woald d(rall I could to 
obtain his release ; he must haye receiyed that letter about the 20th of Noyember. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Was Mr. Smith at that time in San Domingo 7— A. Yes, sir ; I relieyed Mr. Smith, and 
he wrote a letter to Mr. Hatch before he left. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. You certainly sent him those messages long before the date of his document from 
whioh I haye read to you, which is May 13, 1870 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long, in the whole, were you resident in the island of San Domingo? — A. 
About seyen months. 

Q. Was Mr. Hatch on the island during all that time 7 — A. Nearly all the time ; he left 
a tew weeks ago ; he was in confinement all the time I was there. 

Q. Did you become well acquainted with the character, the reputation of Mr. Hi^tch 
while you were there? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. State to the committee what was generally said of his character as an honest man. — 
A. He stands among th^ merchants of San Domingo as A No. 1 in regard to honesty in his 
business connections I haye heard all the merchants speak yery well of him. 

Q. Was he a man of property 7 — A. He had means ; he had a store and was engaged in 
the salt mines ; I understand he was agent of the salt mines for parties in New Yoik. 

Q. Do you mean to say^that he owned property there in his own right, or was it owned 
by the association whose agent he was 7 — A. He was the agent for property, and he had 
property in Lis own right. 

Q. Did he own a farm 7 — A. He had a house and owned some land. 

Q. Had he his family there 7 — A. No, sir ; his family are liying in Connecticut. 

Q. Had he no family with him 7 — A. None with him on the island. 

By Mr. Williams : 

Q. You say that certain persons influenced you not to intercede for the release of Mr. 
Hatch because he would oppose annexation. On what ground did they say he would op* 
pose annexation 7— A. Because he was opposed to Baez and these men, Cazneau and Fabens, 
and their friends, who were working for annexation. 

Q. Did you understand from these representations that he sympathized with Cabral, or was 
with Cabral as against Baez? Was that the allegation which was made against him 7 — A. 
No, sir ; I ueyer understood that he sided more with Cabral than he did with Baez. There 
has been almost constant war in the island. Sometimes one j arty is in power and some- 
times another. 

Q. You say you understood that he was opposed to Baez 7— A. Yes ; but he is opposed to 
Baez only since Baez has imprisonsd him and persecuted him the way he has. He is now 
bitterly opposed to him. He told me in San Domingo City, after he was released, that he 
was not opposed to annexation, and was strongly in fayor of it, inasmuch as his interests 
lay entirely in that way ; but he had been so persecuted by these parties that it had made him 
bitter against them, and for reyenge he igirould take these steps. 

By the Chairman: 
Q. What parties 7 — ^A. Baez and his party, and Cazneau and Fabens, and their friends. 

By Mr. Williams : 

Q. You understood, then, that Fabens and Cazneau and Baez were on one side, and Hatch 
on the other ; that they had quarreled 7 — A. Yes. 

Q. They represented to you that he was opposed to annexation, and would interfere to 
preyent annexation ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And therefore they thought it not adyisable to haye him released?— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. He represented to you that he was in fayor of annexation, but said he would oppose 
them for reyenge 7— A. Yes, on account of the manner in which he had been treated. 

By Mr. Vickers : 

Q. When ^ou applied for Mr. Hatch's release, what reason did Baez and his fnends assign 
for not releasing him 1 — A. The confinement of Hatch was entirely through the influence of 
Cazneau. One morning, shortly after I got the first communication from the State Depart- 
ment, asking me to use my good offices in Mr. Hatch's behalf, to do what I could to secare 
his release, I went to President ]3aez's room, and requested the release of Hatch. I met 
Mr. Cazneau in the room ; and when I made this request of Baez, Cazneau opposed it openly. 
At the same time Cazneau was interceding for two Dominicans, who had been guilt}? of 
murder at Samana Bay, and Baez in my presence promised him the release of those two men. 
Then I spoke to Baez, and told him that I thought it was outrageous that an American 
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citizen, like Cazneaa.. comtn||^ from Texas, as he did, should be intercedinjil^ in behalf of those 
Dominicans, and obtaining their release, when I was asking for the release of an American 
citizen, and could not obtain it. 

By Mr. Howaud : 

Q. Is Cazneau from Texas 7 — A. Tes, sir ; from Eagle Pass. 

Q. Was he a confederate ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In the confederate service? — A. I am not very certain about that. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. Was ho a sympathizer with the rebellion? — A. He sympathised very strongly with it. 
That was one ground Hatch used against him when he was sought to be appointed minister 
from the Unit^ States at San Domingo. 

By Mr. ViCKERS : 

Q. What reply did Baez make to that? — A. He admitted to me that it was partly through 
Cazneau's influence, and I asked him why it was that Cazneau had such influence over 
him. He told me that Cazneau was in direct correspondence with the President of the 
XJuited States, and knew of all the plans of our government, and knew the wishes of our 
government. I know myself that Cazneau was in direct commanication with the depart- 
ments here. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Had he anything to do with the making of the treaty ? — A. No, sir ; but I understand 
that it was he and his party that first started the annexation movement. • 

Q. Had he anything to do with making the treaty that you signed ? — A. No, sir ; but he 
was present during all the interviews and all the conversations. 

Q. Did he hold any official position? — A. No official position. 

Q. Did anything come under your observation or knowledge, while there in your official 
capacity, in regard to Hatch giving to some ship, or vessel of some kind, a bill of health 
or some permit to go to sea? — A. I have heard, out not directly, that some such transaction 
did take place ; but that vessel has been captured. 

Q. Was there any such charge made against Hatch by Baez and those people ? — A. I 
think there was. All the charges are in the State Department. 

Q. What was that charge in substance 7 — A. It was assisting a vessel of Cabrars to clear 
from one of the ports on the San Domingo coast. 

By Mr. ScHURZ: 

Q. Did Baez allege that as one of the grounds why Hatch should not bo released ? — A. I 
think he did. I think that is included in- the charges at the department. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. At what time was it claimed that he had assisted that vessel to get out of port 7 — A. 
That was before my arrival there. It was some two or three months before my arrival. 

Q. Did you learn what that vessel did ; what character of vessel it was 7 — A. Yes, sir ; I 
understood that she was there with a party opposed to Baez, and was at San Domingo, and 
two of the Dominican gunboats, two small schooners, went there to capture her. She 
cleafed from the port, and she was afterward captured and taken to St. Thomas, where they 
have had a long law -suit about her ; and she has been cleared and her owners brought a 
claim for $12,000 damages against Baez. 

Q. Was she claimed to be what they called a rebel craft? — A. No, sir; they could not 
bring her under the head of a rebel craft. 

Q. Was that what they claimed ? — A. The Baez party so claimed. 

Q. Did you hear of her firing into ports 7 — A. I heard that she did fire some shots into 
Porta Plata. 

Q. Who was in command of her ? — A. I think Luperon at the time. 

Q. Did he belong to the party of Baez or of Cabral? — A. Of Cabral's party. 

Q. Was it a Dominican port that she fired into ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know anything about an order having been sent from Washington to our men- 
of-war to capture that craft? — A. I heard that there was such an order. 

Q. Do you know of any vessel having brought additional coal to coal a vessel to go after 
her? — A. No, sir. 

Q. By whom was she captured 7 — A. I do not know much about the .particulars of the 
capture. It took place before I arrived. 

Q. Did you ever converse with Hatch about that vessel 7 — A. No, sir ; I did not see Hatch 
more than three-quarters of an hour the first time ; he went right off the same night that he 
arrived ; and I saw him about an hour the next time I met him. 

Q. Did this transaction take place before Mr. Hatch's arrest 7 — A. It muat have taken 
place before his anast. 
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Q. How long was this before 70a got there ? — A. It most have beea fally three months 
before. 

Q. Was the vessel captured before you got there ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And you do not know by whom t — A. I do not. 

Q. When was the matter adjudicated 7 — A. About a month ago. I got the news from St. 
Thomas two weeks before I \eii San Dopsingo. 

Q. The question whether or not she was a rebel craft has been determined since the re- 
lease of Mr. Hatch 7 — ^A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Howard : 
Q. Where was the treaty of annexation prepared 7 — A. It was prepared at Presid en t^aea' a 
headq uarters , and signed in my ofiSce in San Domingo. 

By Mr. Vickers : 

Q. When yon received the directions of the government to demand Hatch's release and 
fou went to Baez, what did you say to him and what was his reply then 7 — A. It was in a 
vtrritteu communication, a copy of which is now in the State Department. 

Q. Did Baez reply in writing ? — A. They replied in writing tliat they wished to defer the 
matter; that they had given their reasons for nut releasing nim, and they still thought he 
would be an injury to the treaty ; '* prejudice the people of the North " was the expression. 

Q. Did you make any second demand in person for his release 7 — A. I sent the letter in 
the afternoon, and called the next morning for an answer. They wished to defer the answer ; 
they wished me to write another communication to the State Department at Washinpton, 
again explainipg the reasons why they kept him in confinement. I told them I conld not 
wait longer, that I must have his immediate release. I went then to my house, wrote a short 
communication demanding his immediate release, and asking an answer that afternoon. The 
answer did not come, and I went to Admiral Poor's vessel. He came on shore with me and 
demanded Mr. Hatch's release. They gave him the same excuse they had given me, saying 
he would write to the press of the North and work against Baez and his party. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. You say that when you first went out to San Domingo Mr. J. W. Fabens went out 
with you ?— A. Ye«, sir. 

Q. And you had heard of Mr. Hatch's case before you went out, or on your way out 7 — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Which was it, before you went out, or on the way out, that yon heard of his case 7 — 
A. General Babcock first spoke of his case at the Executive Mansion, before I started from 
here. 

Q. What did he say to you about his case ? — A. He told me the circumstances of his 
case, and that he would rather I should not intercede in his behalf; and he also told me the 
same thing in San Domingo. 

Q. What reason did Babcock give for you not interceding 7 — A. He argued the same 
that Baez and his party did, that Hatch would work against annexation, and that he was an 
enemy to Cazueau and his /riends. 

Q. That was before you got to San Domingo 7-> A. That was before I sailed on the 
steamer. 

Q. And Fabens was on the same steamer with you 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. On your arrival at San Domiogo did Mr. Smith, your predecessor, communicate to 
you the particulars of Mr. Hatch's case 7 — A. Yes, sir. He told me that he was kept there 
entirely through the influence of Fabens and Cazueau. 

Q. Is Fabens an American citizen 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr, Tickers : 
Q. Where is he now ?— A. I think he is in New York. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Did Mr. Smith request you to continue the intercessions in behalf of Mr. Hatch ?— 
A. He asked me if I would do it. I told him that as soon as I examined into the case I 
might be able to do something for him, but I could not at present because I wanted to 
know the truth of the matter. 

Q. Then you received thpse letters from Mr. Hatch and sent him some messages 7 — A. I 
sent him messages. I did not write to him, because I did not wish to put myself in his 
power, one way or the other. 

Q. How long after your arrival was it before General Babcock arrived 7--A. It was only 
some four or five days. 

^ Q. You have been inquir'^d of as to your powers in negotiating that treaty. Now, I de- 
sire to ask you what were your instructions relative to General Babcock, in connection with 
that treaty 7 — A. To follow his instructions, and consult with him on aQ points. - * 
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B^ Mr. Scwjnz : 

Q. Did you receive those instructions in writing 7 — A. Yes, sir ;. froiii the State. Depart- 
ment. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Have you those instructions with yon 7 — A. No, sir ; I have them at Willard's Hotel. 
I hare a copy with me. 

Q. Will you produce that? — A. Theoe are documents from the State Department, Ac- 
cording to the consular regulations, I have no right to show to anybody the communications 
between the State Department and myself. I can give you a list of the documents, and you 
can call for them from the State Department if you choose. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. State whether the negotiations with respect to this treaty were participated in in any 
way by General Babcock. — A. He was sent on that errand, and he was present at every 
interview with fiaes and his cabinet, as was also General Sackett. 

^y Mr. SCHURZ : 

Q. Who is General Sackett 7 — A. He U from Philadelphia. He is an officer in the army. 
He acted as interpreter. 

Q. Did General Babcock conduct those negotiations ; was he the principal man 7 — A. 
Tes, sir ; he was. He brought out the full orders and full particulars in relation to them, 
and the original directions. 

Q. Did you take any active part in those negotiations at all as to stipulating the details 
of the treaty ? — A. I was present during all the conversations in relation to the treaty ; but 
I had very littlo to say about the treaty itself. 

Q. Tou bad instructions from the State Department to govern yourself according to the 
instructions you should receive from General Babcock 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Ferrt : 

p. While you were there did you have interviews or conversations with General Babcock 
in relation to Mr. Hatch's case after you had informed yourself about it? — A. Yes, sir ; I 
asked General Babcock, the dav before the Albany left, why it was that I could not get the 
release of Mr. Hatch ; that I had been promised his release a great many times, but they 
kept putting me off, time after time, and I did not like it. ,He told me I had better not ap- 
ply for his release ; at any rate not to do so until after he had left the island. 

Q. What reason did he give? — A. He gave the same reason he had given before, that 
Hatch would work aeainst the treaty, and was an enemy to that party. 

Q. After your return to Washington, did you have any conversation with Greneral Bab- 
cock about the release of Mr. Hatch 7— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When and where was that 7 — A. It was the morning of the floral gathering at Arling- 
ton, on Decoration Day. I met General Babcock on that morning at ten o'clock, or a little 
after ten. We were speaking about one matter or another, about Sau Domingo ; and he 
said that it was a great pity that I had had that man Hatch released. I told him that I had 
direct orders from the State Department to secure his release. Then he said I could not 
help it, having received those orders ; but it was a mistake, and that the President was very 
much displeased about it. 

Q. Did he say anything further about it 7— A. Nothing further in relation to Mr. Hatch. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Did you have any reason to suppose the President was displeased with, j-ou 7 — ^A. I 
think there are a great many things in relation to San Domingo that the President knows 
nothing about. I have written a full history of the matter, and i have twenty-four pages now 
in my pocket that I intend sending to tae State Department to-morrow, giving a clean 
straightforward story of the whole thing, from the time I firbt went there till I left, I think 
that is the fairest thing to do. 

Mr. WiLUAMS. That is not an answer to the question. 

The Witness. I was inquired of in relation to San Domingo. 

Mr. WliiUAMS, You were a^ked if you had any reason to suppose the President was 
di«>lea8ed with you in relation to the release of Mr. Hatch. 

The Witness. I answered the question by saying that there were a great many t)iipgs 
about 8^ Domingo that the President did not know anything about, aua so he should not 
be held responsible for them. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Had you been down to Azua yourself 7 — ^A. No, sir. 

Q. Then you did not know the prison in which Mr. Hatch was confined there ,t-^ A. I 
di4.i)ot. 

Bf Mr, Schurz : 

Q. Do yon know of anything having been done to procure the release of Mr. Hatch ex- 
cept by Mr. Smith and yourself?— A. No, sir ; nothing has been done. 
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Q. Was there nothinf^ done to procure his release while the negotiation of the San Domingo 
treaty -was going ouT — ^A. Nothing. 

By Mr. YiCKERS : 

Q. How often did yon converse with General Babcock on the subject of Mr. Hatch par- 
ticularly 7— A. Several times while we were in San Domingo. His confinement was a thing 
that annoyed me. 

Q. Did you speak of it as a grest outrage upon an American citizen 7 — A. I considered 
it so. 

Q. Did you speak to General Babcock on the subject with feeling and with earnestness ?— 
A. Yen, sir. 

Q. Did you express an earnest desire that he should interfere 7 

The Chairman. The witness had better state what he did say. 

The Witness. I told General Babcock that I thought it was an outrageous thing; that 
Mr. Hatch was a mere political prisoner ; that a great many political prisoners who were 
more deeply engaged in the revolution than himself had been pardoned, some of whom were 
then living in tbe country, and some had been bauished ; that he was a mere political 
prisoner, and an American citizen too, and I thought he ought to be releaeed at once. . 

By Mr. SCHURZ : 

Q. What was the status of Mr. Hatch then ; had his sentence then been commuted to 
exile 7 — A. It had been commuted to exile or banishment then. 

Q. So that he was virtually held after his pardon? — A. Yes, sir; his sentence of death 
was commuted to banishment, in October, and he was kept in confinement six months after 
that. 

By Mr. ViCKERS : 

Q. It was during that period, then, that yon made the application for his release 7 — ^A. 
Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Williams : • 

Q. You say that you received instructions from the State Department to demand his im- 
mediate release at a certain time 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long was that after General Babcock had left 7 — A. It was over two months. 

Q. Two months after he had returned to Washington 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How was that order procured 7 by your representations f — A.. Yes, sir. I had written 

^ to the State Department several times stating that Mr. Hatch was kept there through malicious 

I purposes and for financial reasons, as I thought, because parties were trying to get possession 

I of his property. The salt mountains that he held possession of have been given out, since 

' the signing of the treaty, to another party. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. To whom ? — A. I think Judge 0*Sullivan holds the papers. 

Q. What O'Sullivan 7 — A. He is called Judge O'SuUivan. He was here the other day. 

By Mr. Williams : 

Q. Are all your representations on the subject among the papers in the State Depart- 
ment 7 — A. Yes, sir ; and I have copies of them myself. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. You say the salt mountain was granted to or acquired by Judge 0*Sullivan. Do 
you understand that Judge O'Sullivan holds it alone, or with other parties 7 — A. I under- 
stand that he holds it in company with other parties. 

Q. What parties, do you know 7 — ^A. I understand that the brother of the President, Don 
Carlos Baez, is connected with him. 

Q. Are Cazneau and Fabens in any way connected with the salt mountain 7 — A. I think 
not with the salt mountain. 

Q, What position did Judge O'Sullivan occupy in San Domingo, or what were his rela- 
tions with the government of the Dominican Republic 7 — A. He has been there merely as 
an adventurer. He has held no regular official position. 

Q. What were, to your knowledge, his relations with Cazneau and Fabens t— A. They 
have not been on friendly terms at all. ^ 

By Mr. Williams : 

Q. How long has Cazneau been in San Domingo 7 — ^A. Several years ; I think eight or 
ten years. 

Q. Then, when you say he was a confederate, you mean a man who sympathized with 
the confederacy 7 — A. He sympathized with the southern confederacy during the war, and 
spoke openly in San Domingo in favor of ^t. 

Q. As you have heard 7-^A. As I have reliably heard. 
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By Mr. ScHURZ : 

(^. Do yon know what the political procliTities of Fabens were daring the war 7— A. I 

By Mr. Howard: ".***.*^arf«cAj>4^ ^ 

Q. Can yon say anything about the feelings of the masses of the people of San Domingo 
in regard to annexation? — A. I think there is a majority strongly m favor of annexation, 
but we cannot get at the opposition^ for there has never been a regular vote on the island. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. In what way was the vote taken that was taken f — A. It was entirely by force. The 
prisons were full of political prisoners during the election, and so full that Presideat Baez 
wanted Admiral Poor to give him a place at Samana Bay to empty his prisons in, which 
Admiral Poor refused. He told President Baez that he could not make an Island of Po of 
Samana. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Then you have no doubt about the majority of the people being in fdvor of aunexa- 
tioii ? — A. 1 think they are. 

Q What is the ground of that belief on your part ? — A. Because I have heard it spoken 
of very freely by Cabral's party and Btvez's party both. Cabral is in favor of annexation. 

Q. While there, did you miugte with the mass of the people so as to have an opportunity 
of ascertaining their seutiment ou the subject ? — A. Yes, sir. 

My Mr. SciiURZ : 

Q. Where did you mingle with them? — A. At Samana, Porto Plata, and some twenty or 
thirty miles in the country back from San Domingo City. 

Q. Were you further into the country than twenty or thirty miles? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Were you anywhere near the Haytien frontier ? — A. No, sir. There has been a great 
deal of excitement sitice I have been there, and I did not feel like going a great way from 
th( city of sSan ]3omingo. 

By Mr. Ferry : 
Q. Did you ever go to Sibal? — A. No, sir. 

My Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. You say the election was held by force. What measures were adopted by Baez to 
influence the electors?— A. A list or paper was opened in the police headquarters, and men 
came in and signed their names for annexation Any man who protested against it was 
^r*^ np. Thttt is thi^ t-Mth fffj^ Baez told me tUaHf an y umil' ^fotosted aga1ieMt.jtJ^ 
^ould eiiher send him his passports or confine him in prison. A great many men, who are 
really ii) favor of annexation, are opposed to it on account of the manner in which the elec- 
tion was conducted. 

Q. Sending a man his passports means banishment, I suppose ? — A. Yes, sir. There 
were a great many banished while I was there. 

By Mr. ViCKERS: 
Q. Banished from the island do you mean ? — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Howard: 

Q. For voting or talking against annexation? — ^A. Yes, sir. « 

By Mr. Warner : 

Q. Canjrou give the names of any persons who were banished for that reason ? — A. I 
caDDOt give names. I know that all the consuls were called to meet one morning at the 
house of the Italian consul. Three men had taken refuge there who were speaking ag^lnaiL. / 
annexation. The consuls met together to see what had best be done with them, as tfiey had i 
sought refuge in the Italian consulate. Baez sent their passports to them at the consulate, 
and they bad to leave the island the next day on a schooner. Those are three instances 
among a great many. 

Q. What was the position of Cabral himself as to annexation ? — A. Cabral and all his 
purty are in favor of annexation ; but they want to have a hand in the matter. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 
Q. How do vou know, that he is in favor of it ? — A. Because I have conversed with his 
strongest friends in San Domingo City. 

By Mr. WARNER : 

Q. What prominent men of his party ? — A. Men who are of his party do not own up that 
they are of his party. There are three or four members of the senate of San Domingo 1^-day 
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wfao are strons^lj in favor of Cabral. There is a rerj strong feeling throoghoat San Do- 
mingo for bim. 

Q. When yon say that thej are in favor of annexation, do you mean that they are in favor 
of this treaty 7— A. They are in favor of the annexation of the island, bnt not in favor of the 
treaty the way it was conducted. They do not approve of the way it has been condacted. 

By Mr. VlCKBRS : 

Q. What do yon moan by saying that the Cabral party want to have an interest in it, or 
a hand in it 7 — A. Cabral and his officials want to have thcr credit, the reputation of bringing 
the matter about 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Then it is a controversy between the two leaders 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. SCHURZ : 

Q. I understood you to say that so many persecutions tools place that Baez asked Admi- 
ral Poor to accommodate some of his priHoners at Samana Bay f — A. Yes, sir^^ 

Q.' Was that on account of their opposition to the treaty 7 — A. Yes, sir ; most of them 
were political prisoners opposed to the treaty. During the voting there were a great many 
arrested in the city of San Domingo and confined, and there were two or three attempts at 
revolution at night in San Domingo City, Porta Plata, and other points. 

By Mr. Warner: 

Q. If the people were generally in favor of annexation, what was the occasion of using 
force? — A. Because they were allowed to express no opposition to it. There were pjarties 
opposed to it, but they were not allowed to express their opposition, and that embittered 
them and embittered others in favor of it, their friends. 

Q. But if the people were generally in favor of annexation, why should Baez have occa- 
sion to resort to any force or intimidation to control the election 7 — A. He wanted to send 
on here reports that there was no opposition to it. He represented only eleven votes in San 
Domingo City opposed to it, where there might have been several hundred in favor of it 
and some few hundred opposed to it if be had opened the polls regularly ; but he permitted 
no opposition. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Were you there at the time the election was held 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was there any actual force used about the voting places 7 — A. They could not use any 
force there. There were over two hundred soldiers there at the time this was going'on. It 
was right over the police headquarters, and they used soldiers for police. The police force 
are soldiers, and there are always two or three companies there. 

Q. Suppose a voter should have gone to the polls or to the paper you mentioned, and re- 
corded himself as opposed to annexation, was there any danger in his doing it 7 — A. A man 
did do it the first day the polls were opened, and he was sent to Azua by the army. 

Q. Sent off on that account 7 — A. On that account. He was arrested on the spot He 
was the first man that opposed it 

By Mr. Warner : 

Q. How many votes were cast against the treaty ? — ^A. I think fifteen or sixteen in San 
Domingo City. 

Q. In the whole republic 7 — A. I do not remember the exact number. I have the memo- 
randum at my hotel. 

Q. You do not mean to Say that all those who voted against annexation were put in jail 
or banished ? — A. No. It was desirable to have some few votes in opposition to it, and at 
Porto Plata and also at San Domingo City 1 know of parties who were called upon and re- 
quested to sign the paper in opposition. 

By Mr. SCHURZ : 

Q. Do you think that was for the sake of demonstrating that it was a free election 7— A. 
Yes, sir. I know it to be the fact. The people in San Domiugo are just as much opposed 
to these things as we are here in the States, and it made them feel very bitter against it 

By the Chairman : 

Q. At the time of making this treaty, you say you were present at all the conversations. 
Was there anything in those conversations that was not understood by all 7 —A. No, sir ; I 
think everything was perfectly understood between Baez and his cabinet on the one side 
and the government of the United States on the other. 

Q. Did the treaty as made receive the sanction of Baez and his cabinet ?-— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And he was the actual President of the republic 7— A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Howard: 
Q. You signed it on the part of the United States 7— A. Yes, sir. 



DAYIB HATCH. 29 

Bjr the Chairman :« 

Q. At the time yon signed that treaty, did you read it carefully 7 — A. Tcs, sir. 

Q> JW&9.there.4iny thing in it that did not rece ive y otnr sanction? — A. No»jyir; I should 
like to bave seen a more fail statem ent of the ptibiiC'deBt of the island. """^ — 

-^-<ir- Waa IhBiu aiij ! thing lu tim ireflty that a id not suit youT—A. That was a part of the 
treaty ; a part of the papers to be filed with it. 

Q. Was there anything in the treaty that was not fully talked over? — ^A. That was the 
main pniut. 

Q. What was that T— ^A. The public debt of the island. 

Q. What further did you want on that subject? — A. Thprn it n? pffaitp^f|]^^^"*«^*'^n 
what the debt of the isl and is. The DoF"i n'^"^" g^^ftrwma^t th e msel v es do aotlniaHf1t.~~- 

X;. Was there positive evidence to be procured as to the debt of the island?— A. The 
public debt of San Domingo is a mixed question. I have had a talk with Mr. Gibbs, the 
head man of the treasury there, and a good many officials, and they say there is no accu- 
rate account given of the debt of San Domingo. 

Q. Have t&y got it themselves 7 — A. They do not know what it is. 

Q. To your own knowledge, was there as accurate information as you could obtain at 
the time in regard to the debt? — ^A. Tos, sir; I think it was as accurate as could be ob- 
tained at the time. 

Q. Aside from that, was there anything in the treaty that did no| receive your full sanc- 
tion 7<r-A. There was another point : General Babcock knows whether Baez wrote the letter 
to Hartmont — I do not know it ; I never saw the letter — refusing further advances on the 
Hartmont loan. I understood from General Babcock that Baez had written it. 

By Mr. Howard: 

Q. Refusing to receive any further advances on the Hartmont loan? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Did that receive your sanction 7 — A. Yes, if the letter was delivered. 

Q. Was there anything else in the treaty, except the uncertainty as to the public debt, 
that did not receive your sanction as an officer of the government of the United States 7 — 
A No, sir. 

By Mr. SCRURZ : 

Q. I understood you to say that you had received instructions from the State Department )| 
to govern yourself according to the instructions which you might receive from General Bab- J 
cock?— A. Yes, sir. * 

Q. Were you consulted in particular, when the treaty was drawn up and negotiated, as 
the responsible negotiator of the treaty on the part of the Ignited States 7 —A. General Bab- 
cock consulted me on all the points in relation to the treaty. 

Q. Did General Babcock show to you special instructions with regard to the details of the 
treaty 7- A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was the treaty already drawn up before you entered into negotiations 7 — A. The orig- 
inal directions came out with General Babcock, from Washington, and he had authority to 
vary the wording as his iudgment dictated. 

Q. Had you any authority to that effect 7 — ^A. My authority was to follow the directions 
of General Babcock. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Do you mean to say that there was a fvf^^ of a treaty sent from Washington by 
Geueral Babcock 7 — A. General directions. 

Q. Mere instructions how the treaty was to be drawn up, what provisions it should con- 
tun ; or was it a sort of draught oiprcjA or rough sketch of a treaty 7 — A. I think there were 
regular article^* 

Q. Embodied in his instructions 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. SCHURZ : 
Q. A treaty fully drawn out 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Were those instructions substantially carried out in the treaty which you signed 7 — A* 
Tea, sir. 

By Mr. Vickers : 

Q. In your interviews with General Babcock in reference to the treaty, did you speak to 
him about the importance and necessity of obtaining fuller knowledge of the public debt of 
fian Domingo before the treaty should be signed ? — A. I spoke to General Babcock once or 
twice about the public debt of the island, and also asked him if he had obtained the letter 
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from President Baez in relation to tbe Hartmont loan. Thone twp qaestions I asked bim, and 
those are the only two questions I did ask him in relaUon to it. I thoaght those points were 
important. 

BjMr. ScHURZ: 

Q. Had you. before you went to Ssn Dominj^o, had any experience of diplomatic negotia- 
tions 7 — A. None whatever. 

Q. Did you receive here, before ycu left, any instructions with regard to that treaty ? — A. 
No, sir. 

Q. Did you go there with the understanding that you were to be the officer to sign the 
treaty 7 — A. Not when I left here. It was not even spoken of then. 

Q. So you received the first instructions in regard to it through General Babcock7 — A. 
Tes, sir, at San Domingo. 

By Mr. Howard ; 

Q. When you started for San Domingo, had yon been advised by the State Department 
or by the President what was the object of the mission upon which you were sent to 8aa 
Domingo ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. You had not received any such information T — A. I had not. 

By Mr. Ferry. 

Q. Do you know whether Hartmont has a concession for a railroad from Santiago to Sam- 
ana 7 — A. It is reported that he has ; but I understand the time is up and that road has been 
given to another party. The time was up and he lost the road. 

Q. Do you know whether he had a concession for a steamship line 7 — A. Yes, sir, on the 
river running into Samana. His time was up on that also, and that has been given to an- 
other party. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. The charter forfeited 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Tickers : 

Q. What was the situation of Cabral and his forc^ when you left 7 — A. He bad no for- 
midable force. He has neither men nor money. He has no force at aH. Lnperon is at 
Turk's Island. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

tQ. Did President Baez over intimate to you what bis situation would be if the protec- 
tion which the United States had afforded him were withdrawn 7 — A. He told me that he 
and his cabinet would have to leave tbe island, all of them. 
Q. He expected the revolution, thenf — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. By whom was he to be driven out f — A. By tbe citizens there right in the city of San 
Domingo. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Did he tell you so himself 7 — A. Yes, sir; and I know it from all bands there. Even 
parties strongly in favor of annexation are strongly opposed to that man. A very bitter 
feeling has sprung up since the election commenced. The way it was conducted has turned 
som e of his best triends against him. 
r Q. Do you know of any attempts on the part of the Dominican government to make 
I grants, or of private parties to obtain grants, from tbe Dominican government since the 
treaty of annexation was concluded 7 — A. Yeu, sir. Mr. Cazneau made application, on the 
28th of April, for a grant of 200,000 acres, and three of the senators called upon me and 
told me it was before the senate. The brother of the President, Don Cartbs Baez, called 
upon me to ask me if I would oppose it in writing, saying that unless I did oppose it they 
would have to grant itj I called upon Minister Qantier and asked him if such was the fact. 
He told me no ; therSwas no such grant before tbe senate. I had previously called upon 
three of the senators, and they told me that Gautier had called upon them that morning and 
appointed the day and hour to have the gi ant called up and have it approved by the senate. 
I then went directly from them to Gautier's and asked him if such and such was the fact, in 
the presence of Mr. Delmonte, the minister of justice. He denied it. They both denied it. 
After they told me the falsehood they did, I went directly to my house and wrote a commu- 
nication to tbe senate, and also wrote a note to the President inclosing a copy of my com- 
munication to the senate, protesting against it ap a breach of article 6 of the treaty. The 
President did not reply ; but Gautier replied to the note I wrote to the President inclosing a 
copy of my communication t« the senate stating that 1 had nu business to make any protest 
against it, and wanting to know how 1 considered myself accredited in that country, &.c. — 
a pretty sharp note, to which I replied. All those communications are now in the State 
Department. 
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Bj Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Did you mention to General Babcock at any time the fact that you had made these 
representations 7 — A. I have spoken of it since 1 have been here. 

V Q- What did he any to you in reply ? — A. He said it would have been better not to have 
opposed them if it wonld affect the treaty ; he thought those things could be arranged after 
the ti^ty was settled. 

Q|l)oyon know when Judge O^SnlHvan got this Hatch salt-mine grant? — A. It has 
been obtained quietly since. Everything has been done unknown to me there for the last 
month before I left, because I was contesting all these things before the senate, and disap- 
proving of them. There have been a great many attemps to obtain very extensive grants 
th'^re ; one ot a railroad from San Domingo City to Azna, a mile on each side of the road, 
which would take in two hundred miles of the finest land in San Domingo. f| 

Q. Who was in that? — A. A man by the name of Scbumaker, from Baltimore. He repre- 
sents a roan named Mnutiquemeau, who was banished from San Domingo, and also ban- 
ished from France, and has gone to Jamaica. 

By the Chairman ; 

Q. The grants you opposed were not consummated ? — A. They told me they were not, 
bnt I have positive information that they were I saw a man who called on me at Willard's 
Hotel only a few days ago. He was from Baltimore, and came to make inquirfes in relation 
to these parties living there. I drew from him a great deal of information, and he took some 
letters from his pocket. He read me the contents of them ; and, among other things, this 
very man Shoemaker had been writing him, telling him that his concession was granted; 
that he held the papers for it. The concession of these salt mountains to O^Sullivan has also 
been granted within the last few weeks. 

By Mt. Warner : 

Q. How are such grants made ? — A. They are approved before the senate. 

Q. But by whom ate they made in the first place? — A. Parties apply for them before the 
senate, and the senate approve or disapprove. 

Q. Do the senate make the grant ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q- Do they require to be approved by the President afterward?— A. The President has 
really the sole charge of ev'eiy thing. The senate is directly under him. They cannot act 
in anything without consulting him. 

Q. Dues he take the initiative? Does he first make a grant as our President makes a 
treaty, and then submit it to the senate to be confirmed ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are the sessions of the senate open or secret ? — A. Both open and secret ; it depends on 
tbe subject. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. How many members are there of tbe senate? — A. Twelve. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. Are these things transacted in the senate in secret session? — A. Some of them are. 
Q. Is such business as these grants considered in secret session ? — A. Concessions of 
lands are considered in secret session. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Is there any house of representatives ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Everything is done by toe president and the senate of twelve men ? — ^A. Yes, si r; the 
pre sident is th e man ; the senate does not amount to anything. '^ " 

By Mr. ViCKERS : 

Q. Is the senate under the President's influence? — A. Directly. The sena^prs who 
called on me at my house told me that unless I did disapprove of these things they would 
bave to approve them. 

Q. Did they ask you to protest against them ? — A. They asked me to protest against 
tbem. The brother of the Prebident, Don Carlos Baez, was one, and Pedro Gariedar, presi- 
dent of the senate, another. 

^ Q. Did they express any personal apprehensions ? — A. They said it was in direct viola- 
tion of the treaty. They had a copy of the treaty in the senate chamber. 

Q. Were they apprehensive of any injury to themselves if they refused to acquiesce in 
big recommendations to them ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. You have spoken of O'Sullivan obtaining a salt mine. Do you refer to the same salt 
mine that was granted to Hatch ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How did O'Sultivan get the title or claim to that salt mine ? — A. That is the question. 

Q. From Hatch? — A. No, sir; from the Dominican government, through the influence 
ofDon Carlos Baess, brother ot the President. 

Q. Had it been confit^cated to the government?— A. I think so. I tried to make inqui- 
lies in relation to these things, bnt I could get no information with regard to them. 
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Q. Tour sarmiie is that that grant had been confiscated 7 — A. Yes, sir ; it mn&t hare 
been so. 

Q. ConBncated on account of the crime which had been alleged against him 7 — A. 1 8ax>- 
pose so ; it is all supposition on my part. 

Mr. Fbrry. The papers show that it was long before that 

TRe CuAiRMAN. Hr. Hatch states that Baez annulled the grant when he came into 
power. 

Bj Mr. Howard : 

Q. Do yon know how the fact is, whether Baes had annulled it or not 7 — A. That I can- 
not tell, because I aslsed the party who held the papers the direct question, if they held sneh 
grants, and they denied holding them. These things are all kept quiet until the aunexa* 
tion matter is settled. I have also asked Baez direct questions in relation to tblngH con- 
cerning the island, and they told me direct falsehoods, and I have told them that they were 
falsehoods when they told them to me. 

By Mr. Vickers : 

Q. Did you talk so to the President? — A. I would talk so to any president that told me a 
falsehood. 

By Mr. ScHURZ ; 

Q. Do you know of any other persons who are admitted or are supposed to have ob- 
tained grants since, or who tried to obtain grants f — A. There are a great many smail 
grants given out coustanMy, of a few hundred acres or so, but not so extensive as those I 
ave spoken of. 
Q. Since the signing of the treaty 7 — A. Yes, sir ; but those can be annulled. 

By Mr. Ferry ; 

Q. Was the government of Baez issuing any more paper money 7 — A. Not when I left 
there. 

Q. Do you know whether there has been any paper receivable for customs, dues, or any- 
thiug of that kind, issued by the Baez government ? — A. All their paper money is receiv- 
able for customs dues; but they are now demanding twenty-five per centum of the customs 
dues to be paid in specie. 

By Mr. Howard: ' 

Q. You have no means of forming any estimate as to the amount of lands granted since 
the signing of the treaty 7 — A. I cannot tell, because I cannot get the truth from those peo- 
ple. They do not know how to speak it. 

Q. Have you reason to apprehend that it is considerable 7 — ^A. I should think so. 

By Mr. Warner : 

Q. Has not the Republic of San Domingo a written constitution 7 — A. I'es, sir; 
Q. Have you a copy of it ?— A. No, sir. 

By Mr. ViCKERS : 

Q. Have yon ever made an estimate of the amount of the national debt there 7 — A. No, 
sir. That is the question we were just speaking of. No one can get at the truth about it. 

Q. Can you make no conjectural estimate 7 — A. No, sir. Parties in the treasury depart- 
ment there told me that there were a great many old claims which, in all probability, would 
be brought up if anybody was responsible for them, but at present the government has no 
money, and they are lying back. I know that Hartmont, and Spofford and Tiieston are 
rather anxious that we should take that loan at present, as they are anticipating a heavy 
claim afaiiist our government for the steps we have taken setting aside the English loan. 
At least, Hartuiont so expressed himself to me in San Domingo. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. How much has the republic received from what is called the Hartmont loan 7 Have 
you any idea 7— A. J250,00U. 
Q. Is that all 7— A. Yes, sir; £50,000. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. Have you any accurate and reliable information on that point 7 — A. I have the word 
of Qautier and Baez, and Hartmont himself. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Did Hartmont state that to you 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where was he when he so stated ; on the island 7 — A, Yes, sir; in San Domingo. 

By Mr. Williams: 

Q. What is your judgment about the expediency or advantage of annexing San Domingo 
to the United States, from your knowledge of the country, and the condition of things there, 
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leaving ont tbese incideotsl matters 7 — ^A. All these yiolations of the treaty can be orer- 
come, of coarse. 

Q. I am aware of that ; it wonld be a fraud on the g^ovemment of the United States if 
any grants -were made in violation of the treaty, particularly to persons who knew of the 
existence of the treaty. But I am inquiringf in a general point of view, in view of the con- 
dition of the country, its value and advantages, what is your judgment as to the expediency 
of annexing it to the United States 7 — A. The island itself is one of the most oeauti^l 
islands in the world. It has every facility for raising coffee, sugar, and tobacco, and the 
mines are fair, though they are not what they have been represented to be ; I know a great 
many miners have been there exploring the whole country. The gold is too scattering to 
make much out of. When the Spaniards were there and had slaves,, they could make a ^ 
great deal of money working the mines, because they fed the darkies on bananas, and it did SiX^ 
not cost much to clothe them. As to the expediency of annexing the island, if they had had 
[jlj^ir^sqnarejrote. and we know exactly what opposition there was to annexation on the 
island , w©t?ould*!<ell more about it. There is a church party there, the same as there is 
Mexico, which is a very strong party, and there is quite a large portion of that church part^ 
opposed to annexation. The priests lead them in opposition to it, thinking that by the con 
sammation of annexation they will be deprived of a part of their church rights, &.c. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. What is the prevailing religion there ! — A. Catholic. 

Q. Are there any Protestant churches there 7 — A. There is a small church, a negro 
church, in San Domingo City. 

By Mr. Wiluams : 

Q. Assuming that a majority of the people are in favor of it, do you think that countiyi 
would be a valuable acquisition to the United States ?— A. fes, sir ; a very valuable acqui-| 
sition. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. And do you favor the annexation as a measure 7 — A. I am too young a man to decide 
SQcb a question as that. 
Q. I mean, in your own mind 7 — A. There are some ticklish points to be looked at. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. You have been a soldier, have you not 7 — A. Yes, sir ; I have been with Sheridan the 
last four or five years, and during the war I was in the army. 

Q. Suppose there were a party on the island strong enough to raise armed opposition to 
amiexation and to draw a large number of people into an insurrectionary movement, what 
would you think of a war on that island 7 — A. If the island is brought in as a Territory, and 
we have the appointment of the governor, and the custom officers, and the marshals, and 
all the officers, and they are taken from the United States, a revolution cannot be started 
on the island with a lot of wide-awake Yankees from the United States there. 

Q. But, suppose they did start a revolution 7 — A. They could not do it. I will guarantee 
to go down there with one hundred men and do all the fighting on the island. 

Q. Do you remember anything of the history of the Spanish occupation of that island 7 — 
A. Yes, sir. % 

Q. When they lost a great many men f — A. I know, but Spaniards and Americans are 
different men. 

Q. You think the Americans, if they had to do the same business the Spaniards did, would 
find it much easier; that is to say, would they find it much easier to subjugate the people 
there engaged in guerrilla warfare t — ^A. No, sir; I do not think they would, because the 
nature ot the country is such that if we had to hold it by the bayonet, we s hould have to 
lose a great many men, and it would cost us a great amount of money ; it would be impos- ¥ 
rible to whip those fellows into subjection. The only way to do would be to hold all the ' 
public offices by American citizens for a while until they were educated to civilization. 

Q. You say it would be impossible to whip them into subjection ; why 7 — A. Because j <- 
the nature of the country is such that you cannot get after them. 

Q. So you think a guerrilla warfare there might he very formidable 7— A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Yickers: 
Q. Are they a brave people 7 — A. They fight well in the bush, like the Mexicans. 

By Mr. Warner: 

Q. If this government were in possession of the island, do you think there would be any 
organized opposition 7 — A. I do not think there would. Jijsejagj^inted aJMhe officers 
fmgL ^ft fttjLt^^ hftjjyftiilii havQXOutiol-of tha^ialand ; but if you put the offices in th& bsfiSs 
or the men on t'Ee island, there would be trouble constantly. They will not trust each 
other. They are tricky and treacherous. They get tired of being governed by each other, 
and they want somebody to handle them. 

S. Kep. 234 3 
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By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. In jonr opiDion the only way to rule the island would be to rale it by a very strong 
goTemment of fore© T — A. Very strong^. 

By Mr. Warner : 

Q. How much force would it require 7 — A. That depends on the way the thing is handled, 
and who has the handling of it. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Snppose Americans have 7 — A. But I am asked how many men it would take to 
handle them. There is a certain way of handling men and handling people that everybody 
does not understand. These people want to be treated with an even course right along day 
after day, month after mouth, ana year after year — one steady rein on them. 

Q. What did you mean when you said that if officered by Americans you would do all 
the fighting there with a hundred men? — A. Just what I said, with Americans holding all 
the ports, and the offices through all the towns, it would be very easy to control the island. 

By Mr. Schurz: 

Q. By garrisons 7 — A.. You cannot control these people with soldiers in garrison. As 
soon as you commence fighting they can do as much fighting as apy nation on the face of 
the earth, in the woods and mountains. 

By Mr. Vickers : 

Q. You mean under the control of very discreet and prudent men, who would treat them 
with ereat mildness and forbearance, and who understood their character T — A. Yes, sir; and 
then have a sharp si)ecial force of detectives throughout the island, and the very first man 
who made any attempt at revolution, or an outbreak, or anything of that kind, send some 
one after him that would ** lose " him. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Shoot him you mean ? — A. Yes, sir. There are such spirits that have to be ferreted 
out. 

By Mr. Vickers : 

Q. What do you suppose to be the population 7 — A. The exact number cannot be got at. 
It is variously estimated from 80,000 to 160,000 or 170,000. 

By Mr. Warner : 

Q. If the United States were fairly in possession of the island, is there any party there 
that would make anything like an organized opposition to our possession 7 — A. There is a 
partv, but it does not amount tn much, it is so weak. The opposition to annexation is rery 
small. I think there U.a^twx^hirds or three:iuuctha'Tote on the island in favor of annexa- 
tion. 

Q. Are there any leading men, civil or military, who could rally around them any great 
party, or who would be disposed to lead a movement in opposition to our possession of the 
islaud 7 — A. The leading generals there now, Hungria and Camanaro, who control most of 
the soldiers, are strongly in favor of annexation. 

By Mr. Schurz : 
Q. Those are Baez's generals 7— A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr Vickers: 

Q. What is the complexion of the inhabitants 7 — A. On the sea-coast, pretty black ; fur- 
ther back, lighter. 
Q. Keal negroes 7 — A. Yes ; about one-half are pretty black. 

By Mr. Warner : 

|. Q. You said a while ago that Bon Carlos Baez, brother of the President, was, as you thought, 
Vinterested in the salt-mine concession. What evidence have you of that? — A. I know the 
Ipositive fact that he obtained it for O'Sullivan. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. As his agent or as a principal 7 — A. I understand that he i{i concerned with him ; that 
he has an interest in it. 



\ 



By Mr. Warner : 




he was exhibiting the papers to this party since I have been in Washington. 
Q. Did you hear the conversation 7— A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who was the oth^ party 7— A. I would rather not name him, if you will excuse mt. 
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It is a gentleman of high standinji^. I do not want to give more names than I can properly. 
0*Sallirao has been thereon the island, and has the reputation of being there to ** grind his 
ax," and therefore I have no objection to giving his name, but I do not feel like drawing in 
the names of outside parties. 

By Mr. Yickers: ' 

Q. Were the grants you spoke of antedated so as to appear to be dated before the 
treaty 7 « A. I cannot tell you about the date. The grants have been given Hince the sign- 
ing of the treaty. They may be dated back. I understand that a great many of the grants 
that have been given since the signing of the treaty have been dated back so as to hold good 
against the United States. 

By Mr. Warner : 

Q. You say you understand that. How do yon nnderstand it 7 — A. I understood 
from parties in the senate. There is a split in the semUe. Partifs who are not particularly 
fond of the administration of Baez and his cabinet gave me the information and kept me 
posted while there. 

By Mr. ViCKERS : 

Q. How is the senate ^appointed T — A. The President has the appointment of them. 
Q. Can he dischacge one and put in another 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Williams : 

Q. When did you return to the United States from San Domingo 7 — A. I arrived two 
weeks ago Friday. 

Q. Have you been in Washington ever since f — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are you here by order of the State Departmtnt 7 — ^A. I am on leave of absence £or 
sixty days. 

Q. At your own request 7— A. Yes, sir. 

0. E. Babcock sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Qnestion. Where do you reside 7 — Answer. I am stationed in Washington. 

Q. You belong to the army of the United States 7 — A. Yes, sir ; I am in the Corps of 
Eogiueers, United States Army. 

Q. How long have you been stationed here 7 — A. Since the close of the war. I came 
with General Grant when he came here after the close of the war, in 1865. In April of 
that year, after the surrender of Lee^s army, he came here. 

Q. Did you go to San Domingo last fall 7 — A. I went Qrst in July. 

Q. What did you do when you went there 7 — A. I went as a special agent of the govern* 
nieut. My instiiictions were given roe by the State Department, in writing, and I had 
varioas conversations with the President as to the subject matter of my trip, the President 
telling me that a number of parties had reported to him that there was a desire on the part 
of the people of San Domingo to become annexed to the United States. He did not at the 
time name to me the name of any party who had so represented. He said that according to 
the evidence in the State Depai tuiebt there was a diiference of opinion. By some it was 
thought that only a portion of the government officials there were in favor of annexation, 
but that the President of the* republic was not. My instructions were to go to the island 
aiid have a couYersation with President Baez myself; and for that purpose I was furnished 
^tth a passport and the ordinary letter accrediting me to the secretary of state of that gov- 
emmeut, and also a letter introducing me, from President Grant to President Baez. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. A personal letter? — A. No, an official letter; but it was to assure President Baez who 
I was, that he might have direct intercourse with me. 

Q. Did that letter give you any official character 7— A. No. Merely introducing me, and 
telling him that I had served with him, and that I was visiting the island by instructions. 
I forget what the language was; but it is in the official matter published before the Senate. 

Q- Then it was a It* tter of personal introduction t— A. 1 have not got the letter here. I do 
not know the technicality of the point made. 

Q. The point I wanted to make was, whether it was a fetter of credence, or whether it 
was simply Introducing you. — A. It was a letter ot credence, I think. The President in- 



formed me that he understood President Baez spoke Enp^lish, and that I should have no 

In accordance with these instructions, I left New 

^^——.^ -,_^— w^^-^— ^ ^ *™ "**' positive as to the exact day in July — on 

'^steamer lyiy^ M San DomlD^5,' reaching there m about eight days, touching at Turk's 



troable in communicating with him. 
York abont the ITth of Jul v^ I think— but 
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Inland. The tirst paint on the island of Sail Domingo tliat I reached was Porto Platii. I 
Afterward went to Samana, and then to San Domiugo City. On arriving at San. Domingo 
I found that President Baez was ab^ut from the city, was at Azua, about one hundred 
iQlies west of San Domingo City, and on Ocoa Bay. As I went on board. the stei^mw 
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in New York to go on to San Domingo, I found on the wharf Senator Cole and Mr. 
J. W. Fabens, commonly known as Colonel Fabens, Mr. 0*Snllivan, and a gentleman 
bj the name of Hennen. I did not know any of them were going, except that at the 
honse of Spofford and Tilestou (the firm sending the steamer, who had offered to the 
State Department a passage for any one going down) I met Mr. Fabens. He was the 
pnly one I knew who was going on the steamer. I did not know that Senator Cole was 
going until I met him on the wharf. Senator Cole wished to return immediately. My in- 
structions yerbally from the President were, that if I found, on conversation with President 
Baez, that this information was incorrect, that he did not entertain the idea of annexation, 
I might return immediately on the steamer ; but that if I found he did entertain it, I was to 
stay over at least one steamer, or, if necessary, longer, and get as much information as I 
could in reference to the island in all respects, as to its productiveness, its fertility, its size, 
and as to the inclination of the people for annexation. Finding the President at Azua in- 
stead of San Domiogo City, and Senator Cole wishing to see him before returning in the 
steamer, which would leave in four days, we procured the services of the steamer Tybee 
to run to Ocoa Bay, that we might go to see President Baez. Azua is about three miles 
from the landing. We went there and found the President with a portion of his army, 
that he had gone to review, and remained there only that night, returning from Azua on 
board .the steamer the next day, the President remaining there. The Tybee then re- 
turned to New York, and I remained on the island, at San Domingo City and in the 
inter i or, about forty days. In about ten days from the period of my return lo Man 
lingo Clcy, PfesiJeuf Baez returned, and soon after I presented my letter of cre- 
dence, &c., to him, and had a very free conversation with him in reference to the subject 
of annexation, when he told me that he was in favor of annexation, and that his 
cabinet were with him in favor of it, and he was satisfied that a great majority of his peo- 
ple were in favor of annexation. I told him that I had no authority to make any treaty ; 
that I had only come for matters of information ; and I addressed him a memorandum as to 
points that I should like information upon — the population; the distribution of the popula- 
tion ; the indebtedness ; the nature of the indebtedness ; the square miles ; a copy of the 
constitution ; and some other matters of information, which were enumerated in my letter of 
instructions. I procured, before leaving, answers to all of those points, which on my return 
here I placed on file in the department. I told President Baez that I had no authority what- 
ever to make a treaty, nor could I bind President Grant in any respect as to a treaty ; but I 
should be very willing to take back any suggestion or any propo.sition he might have to 
make to the President of the United States ; that I would take it back for his action. I told 
him that while I could not bind our President, I would give him my opinion of whether it 
would meet with the approval of President Grant. We were a number of days in the differ- 
ent discussions of these matters of information. Let me say here that I found that Presi- 
dent Baez could not speak English, so that I saw that we required an interpreter. I could 
not speak French enough to carry on a discussion with him. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Do you speak Spanish ? — A. No, sir. My knowledge of Spanish and French is simply 
this : I can read French very well, and can read Spanish somewhat, and can talk enough 
for traveling purposes to go about the country, as I did in Mexico ; not enough, however, to 
carry on a discussion or conversation of this kind. I told President Baez that President Grant 
had informed me that he understood he spoke English, but that I saw he did not, and we should 
have to have an interpreter. He said to me that we might have either his attorney general, 
Mr. Delmonte, or we might take Mr. Hennen, who went down with us, whp spoke French, 
but did not speak Spanish ; or we might take Mr. Cazneau or Mr. Fabens, or any of those 
gentlemen he knew. He told me that Mr. Fabens had come to this country with his entire 

'approbation in the representations he had made to this government, as to his wish and the 
wish of his government to be annexed. 

Q. Had Mr. Fabens been at Washington before this, making representations on the part 
of Baez ? — A. It seems that he had, but President Grant had not told me that at the time. 
It appears that he was one of the parties who had come here and made such representations. 
I did not tell President Baez why I had made up my mind not to accept Delmonte as an 
interpreter; it was because he did not understand the construction of the English language. 
He can read it very well, but he does not understand it so as to talk very fluently. Only the 
day before, President Baez and myself commenced the conversations on the subject, and 
without my ever consulting GAieral Cazneau in reference to it, we jettliBd.Jip.on him as in- 
terpreter. "^I fi that way I bec yn^ttectn^intedjjvith General Cazneau. The res alt oTttltrwas 
thBt Jf resident iJaez directed Mr. GautieirTlFe secfefafy'ofshite, to reduce to writing a cer- 
tain memorandum, which was to be kept in entire confidence by President Grant, unless 
acted upon. It was to certify simply what he and I agreed on. It was agreed that I might 
show it to President Grant to satisfy him that President Baez was in favor of this ; and that 
if anybody was sent out properly authorized to make a treaty; he would abide by this mem- 
orandum. It was signed simply by Gautier and myself as understanding that, in case some 
person was sent out to make negotiation of a- treaty, if any question of dispute should arise 

* in relation to this memorandum,, each of the documents would have our signature. It was 
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sigaed without any official capacity, bat simply Bigaed, *' Mr. Gautier " and '* O. E. Bab 
cock." 

By Mr. SCHURZ : 

Q. Did yon annex any official title to your signature 7 — A. No, sir, neither of us ; on my 
return I presented that memorandam to the President and to the Secretary of State. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. At what time did yon return? — A. I left there on the 6th day of September, reaching 
New York on the Hth ; the trip is about eight days. Going back to the time of the discussion, 
some time during the month of August, one day a little man-of-war, as they termed it, (it is 
nothing but one of the light-ships at New York, ) forming one of their men-of-war, came in 
with a prize, as they represented it, of the Danish bark, the Bocco, and they reported to me 
that this bark had been captured at Barahona ; that she had been consigned from St. 
Thomas to a gentleman by the name of Hatch, an American, who was living there at Bara- 
hona, and they had ascertained, by information from St. Thomas, that she was going there, 
and they had sent the Calliope, this little vessel, and the Alta Gratia, anotiier vessel, and had 
seized her just as she was entering the port of Barahona. The captain came up with this ves- 
sel; I saw him, but did not converse with him. He was brought, of course, as a prisoner, 
and the vessel was libeled according to their course — I do not know the process — and was 
condemned. The captain of her consulted with a young gentleman by the name of Hennen, 
vrho went down with us, who was a lawyer from New York, and he told me in conversation 
that he thought it was a pretty certain case that the vessel was violating the laws, and was 
properly condemned ; and he said it was very hard on the captain, as the captain had evi- 
oentiy been deceived. In sending him from St. Thomas they had not let him know that Bara- 
hona was not a port of entry, and that, bythe laws of that republic, any vessel entering in that 
way to a place not a port of entry was liable to condemnation. The vessel was sold ; I 
think the sale took place when I was there, but I am not positive about that ; and the gov- 
ernment bought her in and retained her. 

Q. You say this vessel had been consigned to Hatch 7 — A. That is what was represented 
to me, and that was the first information 1 ever received in reference to there being such a 
person as Mr. Hatch. To my knowledge and remembrance now, it was the first informa- 
• tion I ever knew of such a man. They told me that Hatch was a man who had joined the 
Oabral party in opposition to the government, and that this vessel had on board munitions 
of war, and correspondence going to the Cabral party, through the vessel consigned to Mr. 
Hatch. They then told me that they were going down there with a force to drive off the few 
Oabral people that were there. Soon after, on the morning of the 22d of August, I think — 
it was a Suuday morning, and the custom in that country is for the officials to pay their re- 
spects to the President on Sunday morning — we had been discussing the matter I referred to 
as to annexation ; and Mr. J. Somers Smith, United States consul, came in with the other 
consuls to pay respects to the President. Mr. Smith very soon introduced the subject of 
Mr. Hatch, stating that he understood Mr. Hatch had been arrested and that he was on his 
way there in irons, and he wanted a copy of the charges. The President, Baez, turned to 
General William L. Cazneau, interpreter, who was there, and asked him to interpret for me, 
turning from Mr. Smith, and then told him to tell me what he was telling Mr. Smith. The 
substance of what he said was : **Mr. Smith, I allowed Mr. Hatch to come back here ou 
your representations and on your pledge as the representative of the American government 
that he would not oppose the republic ; and what do I find but he is there at Barahona and 
joined with the Cabral party, and this vessel has been consigned to him, and his house has 
been used as an arsenal, and when the troops went down there he fled into the woods, but 
they went and found him in the bushes ;" and other charges of that kind. He told me that 
he was on his way there to be tried. Mr. Smith represented that this man Hatch was a man of 
importance ; that he was a friend of Mr. Schell and other people in New York in reference to 
a salt grant, and that he had been a correspondent of the New York Times, and things like 
that. Very soon the conversation ceased, Mr. Smith and the President exhibiting consider- 
able feeling. 

By Mr. SCHURZ : 

Q. Did you interfere in any way in that conversation 7 — A. No, sir ; I simply listened to 
what they said. After Mr. Smith went out, President Baez told me that Mr. Hatch had 
been arrested, and was then at Azna, on his way to San Domingo City, to be tried, and 
Asked me about it, and I said : '* Mr. President, you must be certain that you are right in 
the question of law, if you try Mr. Hatch for any such thing ; if you have the proof posi- 
tive that he has been attempting to overthrow your government, I do not suppose our 
government will in any way interfere in the case ; but you must be very certain that your 
evidence is entirely correct.'' That is all the opinion or instruction I ever gave to him 
About it. Once or twice during the conversation he referred to Mr. Hatch, and to the part 
^&t Mr. Sil^ith, in the interest of Mr. Hatch, had taken, and I invariably answered in that . 
^Ayi that if he had any charges against Mr. Hatch he must make them out in writing, and 
send ihem to the State Department in Washington ; that I had no authority to treat on any 
such case whatever President Baez and his cabinet told me that Mr. Smith, the commer- 
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cial af^nt there, was not a friend of thoAe people, not a friend of their republic ; that he was 
in the interest of Cabral, and thej believed — thoagh thej did not f:\ye me any proof — that 
he was in commnnication. and that his office was used as a means of commnnicadon with 
the Cabral force that was trying to be raised ag^nst the republic. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. Did you see any indications of that 7 — A. No, sir ; I did not. I did not tell Mr. Smith 
my business on the island. I called on Mr. Smith the second day after I arrived there, but 
of course I did not tell him my instructions or anything^ of the kind. They told me that he 
was unfriendly, and told me that at one time he caiqe into the office bringinfi^ with him the 
Italian consul, Mr. Cambiacco I think was the name, and asked him, at the time Mr. 
Fabens was on his way up here to make this proposition, whether they had sent him to con- • 
sider the snbject of annexation. 

Q. Was that while you were there T — ^A. I heard this was while I was there. 

Q. When Mr. Fabens was on his way to Washing^ton 7 — A. No ; Mr. Fabens was there 
at the time. I say they told me that Mr. Smith came into tha prftaifjant*!^ nna moT-ijinpr^ 
when M r. Fabens w as here, previous io t his, I do not know the date , and brought with hi m 
tllg ItHHtiUUuUBiil, a ud asked him in the p"resence of the TtaTian cons'uTwheiher he nad any one 
n e);uiiatii j g ft>r t he 's aTe of SttUiau a o r the a nne x a tion. President Baez-tekh me thaCft questiuu 
lil^fl thflt he could~n'bt answer to""Mr. SmlTlrnr'thB'l 



'thH"pres'ence of snch a witness, a^orDpean 



wjiowas opposed to him, and he told Eim ihftt l i« had not. Ilu said M i*. Buiil'n tggk"&d^gn- 
tage o f the fact that Mr. Fabens was ott big ^ay homo at IhigiTrme, &nd that he h ad no on e i n 
^~*3tF'B''"* *'''*^nTtiT"^ "They ma^is these euarguH agatUHt Mr.' 8mith, that he was in the 
interest of Cabral, though they did not attack his character, so that I saw they had no kind 
feelings toward him so far as the question of annexation was concerned, and I never told him 
my business in the island at all. I visited Mr. Smith at his room two or three times ; and I 
think once Mr. Smith, spoke to me about the arrest of Mr. Hatch. I know he asked me to 
interfere, or something of the kind, and I told him that the President had informed me that 
Mr. Hatch had been assisting the Cabral party, and those charges had been preferred against 
him, and that I had told him he must forward ail the charges to Washington in order to have 
any action of our government. On the 2d of September the steamer Tiiscarora came in and 
reported to me. I ought to go back and state that before leaving for San Domingo, on the 
12th of Jnly, the Secretary of the Navy sent the following letter to commander E. K. Owen, 
commanding the steamer Seminole : 

"Navy Department, July 10, 1869. 

*' Sir : You will proceed without delay to the bay of Samana, in the island of San Domingo, 
and ascertain if there is a steamer there present named the Telegraph, under the command 
of one Luperon, or officers of his. This vessel has been interfering with American com- 
merce, and sailing on the high seas without legal authority. You are directed to seize her 
and bring her into the port of Baltimore. You will stop at no other American port unless 
compelled to do so by stress of weather. You will be particular to bring with the vessel the 
officers and crew, and all papers found on board. Transfer a sufficient number of the pris- 
oners to your own vessel, to prevent recapture. Keep the captured steamer in sight of you, 
and under your guns, en the way home. 

"Two engineers, in addition to the complement of your vessel, will be ordered, and four 
extra firemen and six coal-heavers, to work the prize home. 

**If you do not find the vessel alluded to in Samana Bay, search for her along the coast 
until you find her. If she has fallen into the hands of the Dominican government, or into 
the hands of a United States or English cruiser, you will touch at the several Dominican 
ports on your way to Key West, where you will proceed to report to Hear- Admiral H. K» 
HoflF for duty in the North Atlantic squadron under his command. 
'* Very respectfully, 

** GEO. M. ROBESON, 

** Secretary of the Navy. 

"Commander E. K. Owen, 

*' Commanding United States Steamer Seminole, Hampton Roads, Virginia, 



** True copy from the records of the Navy Department. 



"June 9, 1870." 



"JNO. W. HOGG, 
. " Acting Chief Clerk, 




I took with me a letter to the commanding officer of the same vessel, supposing I should 
find him at Samana, of which the following is a copy : 

*• Navy Department, July 13, 1869. 

*'Str : You will remain at Samana, or on the coast of San Domingo, while General Bab- 
cock is there, an ^jgiye him the moral support of j your puns . 
I ** General Babc6Ck goes out in Ih^ 'iyoee, witn instructions from the President, which 



DAVIS HATCH. 39 

yoxk will afford him every facility to carry ont. If it is not possible to accompany the prize 
home, in case you capture the Telegraph, you will put a prize crew on board of her, with 
your marines, and send her to Baltimore, as before directed, remaining yourself with General 
Babcock. 

'*In case you fall in with the Nipsic, or any other of our vessels of war, you will 
direct the commander to accompany General Babcock, and proceed yourself to carry out 
your original orders. 

"The Tybee will carry out three hundred tons of coal for you, which you wifl use 
either for your own ship or for the prize. 

"I desire that you should extend every attention and facility to General Babcock while 
in the Axecntion of his present duty. 
'* Very respectfully, 

*»GEO. M.ROBESON, 

** Secretary of the Navy, 
" Commander E. K. Owen, 

** Commamding United States Steamer Seminole, 

'' True copy from the records of the Navy Department. 

"JOHN W.HOGG, 

*' Acting Chief Clerk, 
" June 9, 1870." 

The letter I took ont, expecting to find Commander Owen there with the Seminole. 

Q. What was meant by the expression that General Babcock was to have the *' support of 
your guns ? '' — A. I do not know anything more than simply a compliment that I was ; but 
it says " moral support." Remaining, I do not know how many days, and not finding the 
Seminole at Porto Plata, or Samana, and not hearing of her, and hearing that this vessel, 
the Telegrafo, had gone to the windward, and it beinp^ supposed after a number 6{ days 
that she had gone to Key West — at the time the Danish bark Rocco was captured — they 
told me that they bad information that the Telegrafo was to go out upon the high seas 
again ; that she bad been into the port of Tortola in the British West India Islands, and 
was to be at large again on the high seas. I sent a note to General Porter, of the Presi- 
dent's staff, informing him that the Seminole was not there, and that the rumor was, I did 
not know whence it came, that she had the yellow fever and had gone north ; and there 
ought to be some vessel sent out to hunt up this Telegrafo. 

Q. What was the character of the Telegrafo at the time ? — A. I will show you before I 
get through. She was claimed to be a pirate. She had overhauled a vessel carrying the 
American flag. She went out from Samana to these islands, I do not know which one, under 
an American flag, and then hoisted the Venezuelan flag; appeared before the town of 
Porto Plata with the Venezuelan flag, sent ashore and demanded the surrender of the town. 
The people refused to surrender the town, and fired at her. She fired into the town some shots. 
She then went around to Samana under the Dominican flag, and remained there some days, 
and then went around to Barahona, where she discharged her guns and muuitions of war at 
the port where Mr. Hatch was at the time. On the Ud of September Commander Queen, 
the senior officer on the steamer Nantasket, reported to me, and showed me a telegram, of 
which this is a copy : 

[Telegram.] 

**Navy Department, August 23, J 869. 

"Commander W. W. Queen, Senior Officer U, S, N,, Key West^ Florida: 

'* Direct a vessel to proceed without a moment's delay to San Domingo City, to be placed at 
the disposal of General Babcock while on that coast. If not at San Domingo City, to find 
him. 

** M.SMITH, 
** Acting Secretary of the Navy, 

"True copy from the records of the Navy Department. 

" JNO. W. HOGG, 

''Acting Chief Clerh." 
" June 9, 1870." 

The vessel appeared on the evening of the 2d of September. I think Mr. Smith, our 
commercial agent at San Domingo, being a very elderly man, his son did all the visiting of 
'vesgels ; and young Mr. Smith went off to visit this vessel, and came ashore with one of the 
officers, who inquired at once if I was there, and he came and reported to me. This was 
the first information Mr. Smith had that I had any official capacity on the island. He af- 
teiward told the officer— so it was reported to me — that I was there looking after some pri- 
vate claims. That evening, while at the hotel, Mr. Smith, the son of the commercial agent, 
wanted to know if I did noi think it would be a good plan to send this vessel, the Tuscarora, 
do^n to Barahona, where Mr. Hatch was. I told him that Mr. Hatch had been interfering 
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with the rebellion in that country, and that I should have nothing to do with the case. 
President Baez, however, on tho 22d of Aufj^nst, as I have said, after Mr. Smith left, had told 
me that Mr. Hatch was then at Azua, on his waj to San Doming^o City to be tried. I knew, 
-of course, that it was of no use to send this vessel to Barahona if Mr. Hatch was at Azoa, 
on his way to San Domingo. That would have settled it in my own mind that there was 
no use of sending the vessel to Barahona ; but in addition to that, I did not tell Mr. Smith 
that I was going to send this vessel after the piratical craft, the Telegrafo, because, from 
whatlhey had told me, it was evident that they supposed Mr. Smith was in the interest of 
those people. I do not know whether he was or not ; but if he was, he could easily, as this 
vessel was under sail only, (saving her coal in case she should fall in with anything* to 
chase, ) send a schooner over to St. Thomas and inform the parties where the Telegrafo was 
supposed to be, in Tortola, as quickly as this vessel could go over. 

When Captain Queen came on shore to pay his respects to the President, I went with him. 
I wished to tell him about where this vessel was going, and for that reason I did not invite 
Mr. Smith to go with me. It was not an oversight on my part at all, it was intentional. I 
did not invite him, because I did not wish him present while Captain Queen was with me 
«t the President's house. 

Q. Did Captain Queen's vessel remain there 7 — A. It remained there until the 4th. It 
4irrived on the ^ and remained until the 4th. It remained two or three days. I then 
turned over the copy of the instructions I have presented to the commanding officer of the 
Tuscarora, that were intended for the commanding officer of the Seminole, as that vessel 
had not come to me. I turned them over to him, explaining in a letter the object of those 
instructions, and requesting him to go to Tortola, or wherever he could find that the vessel 
was, and ascertain whether she had been released, and whether she was on the high seas 
«gain, and if she was on the high seas, as our government believed her to be a pirate, I 
thought he was justified under those instructions of the Secretary of the Navy to seize her 
and bring her, as instructed, to Baltimore ; and if he found that she was still there he ought 
to get a pledge from those people that she should not be allowed to go out on the high seas ; 
that if she was in the hands of the British authorities of that colony, he should get an assur- 
ance that she should not go out as a pirate. I have wuth me a copy of that letter. It is as 
follows : 

** San Domingo, W. I., September 4, 1869. 

*' Sir : I have the honor to request that you will proceed to the island of St. Thomas, and 
Tortola, if necessary, and ascertain the exact condition under which the piratical steamer 

f Telegrafo M'as released, if released at all ; under what flag she now sails, and her destina- 

I tion. 

i ** By the letter that I transmitted to you from the Secretary of the Navy to Commander 

Owen, United States Navy, you will see that our own government did regard her as a pirate. It 
is the opinion of the President of the Republic of San Domingo, that the sale of the Telegrafo, 
if sold, was simply in form, that she still jacJ^gn^s to^thflsamepa rtipi^^ nnj^ nhn ti to he 
usedagainsyJ4^^:epublic. Should you, after examinatton, be"«)nvrnceJ that such is the 
''case, yoiTwill inform the government that released her of the promises made to Commander 
Owen, and request them to prevent her going to sea without proper guarantees against her 
appearing as a pirate. If she has been released and you are satisfied that she belongs to 
the same parties, I think you will be justified in seizing her and disposing of her as directed 
by the Secretary of the Navy. 

" You will please communicate (confidentially) to ©ur consul at St. Thomas that it is the 
wish of President Grant that the kindest relations exist between our government and the Re- 
public of San Domingo.*' 

I explained to Captain Queen my mission on the island, so that he would understand 
it ; and that is what I meant in this part of the letter : 

" On securing this information you will please return here and inform this government of 
the destination of the Telegrafo, and such other information concerning her as you may 
think proper. This information can be communicated to President Baez, through General 
W. L. Cazneau. 

** On your cruise after leaving here, after reporting the information requested to President 
Baez, you will please touch at Samana and Porto Plata ; a few hours at each place will be 
sufficient. 

" I have furnished you such information as this government has furnished me regarding the 
steamer Telegrafo, and a letter from an American citizen at Samana, obtained from the 
United States commercial agent here. 

"Will you forward these papers to me at Washington, District of Columbia, retaining 
such copies as you may wish ? 

'* I am, commander, your obedient servant, 

*'0. E. BABCOCK, 
** Secretary to the President and Special Agents 
" Captain W. W. Queen, U. S. N., 

Commanding . United States Steamer Tuscarora." 
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Commander Queen went with the Tascarora to Tortola. I have here his original report 
to the NaTj Department, and I will call attention to portions of it. It beg^ina with a letter 
dated St. Christopher, September 11, 1S69. I will read oulj a portion: 

** The policy of the government of the island in relation to the Telegrafo has been ex- 
tremely vacillating, caused, no doubt, in a great measure by the persons interested in the 
vessel, many of which are at present here, having accompanied Governor Pine from An- 
tigua. The governor himself has developed in council that the sale of the vessel Was a 
sham. The officer effecting the sale has been dismissed, and the money paid into the colo- 
nial treasury, as the commission on the sale has been returned. The only paper which the 
vessel was enabled to exhibit at Tortola was a bill of health furnished by one Hatch, an 
American, at Barahona, a Dominican port, not a port of entry.*' • 

On September 20 he transmits the various papers that had been furnished to him in 
reference to this vessel, and the last one, numbered 26, is : 

*' I hereby certify that the steamer Telegrafo (or Restauracion) arrived in the port or har- 
bor of Tortola on the 12th July last past under Dominican colors, produced at the custom- 
house a clearance and bill of health from the port of Barahona, San Domingo ; and no other 
documents to prove her nationality or ownorsnip were exhibited. 

" Tortola, eth August, 1869. 

"ISAAC FARRINGTON, 

** Comptroller Customs. 

" I hereby certify that Isaac Farrington, esq., is comptroller of customs.^ 

"JOSEPH G. GORDON, 

*' ProvQst Marshal." 

These papers contain account of the cruise of the Tuscarora. I only call attention to the 
papers I have read, as Captain Queen states what these papers were and h^ whom they were 
sigfned. In my instructions to him I mentioned that I left for him a letter from an American 
citizen at Samana. While there they tuld me that the Telegrafo had fired into the town, and 
that they had arreted American citizens there, and taken them on board, and that a gentle- 
man by the name of Horan had made a protest against it. I went around to the commercial 
agency, in San Domingo, and asked the younger Mr. Smith, in the first place, if there was 
such a protest. He told me there was none. I do not mean to insinuate that Mr. Smith 
meant to say there was no such paper, but he meant that it was not in the form of a protest. 
Then I asked him if there was not a letter from Mr. Horan, protesting against the course 
of the Telegrafo. He said there was a letter from Mr. Horan. What I mean to say is, I 
do not wish to insinuate that Mr. Smith intended to deceive me in any way. He only meant 
that this was a letter, and not a protest. He meant that it was not a formal protest. I 
spoke then to his father, and asked him if there, was such a letter. He told me yes, he had 
received a letter of this kind from Mr. Horan, but he regarded it as an entirely unofficial mat- 
ter, and had laid it aside. I asked him if he would let me see it. He told me he would. I 
asked him for the letter after reading it, and this is the letter that was furnished : 

* 

** Harbor of Samana, on board op Schooner Nicolino, 

*'June 14, 1869—4 p. m. 

" Sir : It is my painful duty to inform you that I am on board this vessel for personal 
safety, as my house was fired upon this morning, whether accidentally or not I do not 
know, by the steamer Telegrafo, that flies the Dominican flag, and one of her shot passed 
through it. The said steamer is now anchored some five miles from the town. Her com- 
mandant, General G. Luperon, held me as a prisoner on board some twenty-four hours on 
suspicion of having sold powder to the enemy. He has informed me that if this vessel 
attempts to get under way he will sink her with the guns of the above-mentioned steamer. 

"Now, sir, as you are aware, I am a citizen of the United States, and am living here 
peaceably, attending to my legitimate business, and never mixing with the politics of the 
country in any way whatever. I claim the immediate protection of my government that 
yon represent in this republic. 

"I would also on this occasion beg to inform your honor that there are several other 
Americans here that require protection, and sincerely hoping that through your influence we 
shall receive succor at as early a day as possible, 

*' I subscribe myself, your honor's obedient servant, 

" LEWIS HORAN. 
•'Hon. J. S. Smith, 

** United States Consul, City San Domingo, 

" P. S.-^I would also beg to remind you that my presence in Venezuela is required at as 
ttrly a day as possible, on some matters of the greatest importance, and unless I am released 
to attend to them I shall suffer irreparable loss." 

I asked Mr. Smith if he would give me this letter and he told me he would ; and I asked 
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him to put something on it so that I shonld know that I received it from him, and be put on 
it this : 

''General O. £. Babcock. 

" Dear Sir : I hand jou this letter, addressed to me bj Mr. Lewis Horan, and jou can 
make such use of it as jou see fit. 

••J. SOMERS SMITH, 
** United States Consul San Domingo City. * 
*• September 1. 1869." 

The letter was dated on the 14th of June, and handed to me on the Ist of September. 
The fact that this letter had not been forwarded to the department, and that no attention 
had been paid to it, led me to think that Mr. Smith perhaps had sjmpatliy with the Cabral 
party, as he was accused of. I did not know it, and that is the only thing I saw that would 

fo in the form of any proof; but, after what they told me and on account of this letter, I 
id not intend that Mr. Smith should ^o with me when I presented Captain Queen to Preai- 
dent Baez. Soon after my return to Washing^ton, these papers were brought back, and any 
opinions I ever expressed in reference to Mr. Hatch, to Mr. Perry, or to any other person, 
were based entirely on this evidence. I told Mr. Perry, before he went down there, that 
there was such evidence on file here; that Commander Queen had made such reports, and 
I gave him this as matter of information to guide him — not that I had any desire to oppose 
Mr. Hatch. Whatever he may have said to me, I have no remembrance of Mr. Perry ever 
asking me what he should do in San Domingo, or asking any advice from me on that mat- 
ter; but whatever opinion I gave to him was in that way, that so far as I was concerned I 
should have nothing to do with the case, as I believed, from the evidence of Captain Queen, 
that Mr. Hatch had been joining in the revolution against Baez, and !f he had. and had been 
tried, it was a matter that I had no business to interfere with. T never told him or anybody 
else that I did not wish Mr. Hatch released on account of anything that he would say or 
could do as to annexation, because I understood all this myself, that Mr. Hatch was in favor 
of annexation of the island of San Domingo. I understood him to be a man, too, of ^ood 
address ; and so far as the character of Mr. Hatch is concerned, I have yet to learn of any- 
body attacking his character as a man. The only thing I have ever heard against Mr. 
Hatch is that he joined this opposition, and that he was captured in this business. What I 
heard at the time of the interview I spoke of on Sunday morning, the 226. of August, was 
an explanation to me of the ill feeling between President Baez and Mr. Hatch. Gene ral 
f!fl.znt*i^^^, fiftftf that ttQnvfirs ation. told me th at ther& Jind b ee n a eo i' i e apundence puK isned 
in T Ee New York papers in w hich Mr. HatcFhaS denouncfi il Prpsi^^'^*^ Tiaaf. n.a hAi"g p bas- 
tard^ and other things of that Iti ndL, aitaflrinc hja famj ly. The unfortu nate part of 
fTvajT^'nainoca^ gq Mr ^ Ifi ^ncaii tQ ld _Ime| was tha t jt \vas triiJSr; mat Baez was an 
illegitimate son, and that there had been this personal feeling, and that only by the 
intervention of Mr. Smith, had Mr. Hatch been allowed to go back. That, to the 
best of my belief and memory, was the first time General Caznean ever spoke to 
me about Mr. Hatch, and I do not think General Cazn ftatj ftvar tftik**^ m ttia a. hnn/lrQ/^ 
w m i Jn vvil i h if ff i riiiT lir Mr tifttnh i J-ln n r vnr u sed any inflnftnce to try to get me to ha ve 
Mr. Hatch ret ained. I always totd him I did not wish to have anything to do with the 
Hatch case, because I thought Mr. Hatch guilty, on the evidence furnished by Captain 
Queen. I do not know that I always said that I believed it on that account, but that was 
my conviction ; and before Mr. Perry went away I told him these things. I gave Mr. Perry 
a letter of introduction to Mr. Gautier, the Dominican secretary of state, a letter of introduc- 
tion to Mr. Cazneau, and a letter of introdactiou to Mr. Fabens, I ttiink, but I am not positive. 
I told him that the secretary of state had informed me that he had not very great confidence in 
or did not like Mr. Cazneau ; that he had some such feeling as that taward him. I explained 
that to Mr. Perry, so that, as I said to him, he might not be deceived by my introductions ; 
that so far as I had seen there had been nothing improper in the conduct of these men. I gave 
him this matter of information, and on the same ground I spoke of the case of Mr. Hatch that 
had come up there. On Mr. Perry's return to Washington he came up to the Executive 
Mansion, sent his card to me, and was shown into the room. He told me that he wanted 
to come to me and learn if there was anything he could do in reference to annexation. I 
asked him how matters had been going on in the island. He told me that he was satisfied 
a large majority of the people were in favor of annexation, and told me with regard to va- 
rious little matters that we were talking: about. I asked him if he had a positive order for 
the release of Mr. Hatch, and he said that he harl. I told him that the reason I asked him 
was that there had been a question whether the Secretary of State had demanded the release 
of Mr. Hatch without the order of the President, and I wanted to know whether there had 
been a positive order sent down for the release of Mr. Hatch ; I mean that that was my ob- 
ject in asking. I told him that the demand went without the knowledge of the President, 
which I believe is a fact. As to expressing any regret that Mr. Hatch was released, I did 
not do it. I have felt all along that the detention of Mr. Hatch had been very unfavorable, 
because I believe that if Mr. Hatch had been released in the early part, all he could have 
said could have done no harm as to the treaty of annexation. 



DAVIS HATCH. 43 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Did jou ever receive a grant of any lands on that island ? — ^A. Never of any land or 
property of any kind whatever. 

Q. Was any grant ever tendered to you by Baez or the authorities there 7— A. No, sir. 
The only thing that ever in any -w^y appeared like a grant or an offer, or anything of the 
kind, was before the signing of the treaty. After everything had been settled upon, Presi- 
dent Baez said to my interpreter. General Sackett: '*I do not want to sign these papers until 
to-mbrrbw." The arrangement had been made that we were to go awav on a steamer at 
such a day, and we wanted to get away. Everything had been settled ; there was nothing 
more to be done except the mere signing. He did not give any reason why the treaty should 
not be signed that day. I told General Sackett to ask the reason why he wanted to postpone 
the signing. General Sackett asked him, and he said : **I dfl nnt "^ftnt W sig^ p this i [ ^o w ; I 

want to go' over an d aA^ «nmA fri^nr?" ^" ^^'^ Bflnnto, t^ aftft if thfty yirin nnfc malrft n. nnn^'ftapinti 

of land toGeneral BaBcock at Saman a. " General Sackett laughed at him, and told him that 
w(mid never do ; sncn a ttiing as that would be very improper. The general then turned 
to me and made a translation of what he had said, and I told him I could not listen to such 
a thing for a moment. That ended it, and the treaty was signed that day. He said the 
reason he wanted it not signed that day was that he wished to go over to the senate and 
have the senate make that concession, because the sixth article of the treaty prevented any 
concessions being made after the treaty was signed. That is the only time any such ques- 
tion ever came up in any shape. 

Q. And that is all there is about that story? — A. That is all there is about that story, and 
you need not take my word for it, because General Sackett was present and was my inter- 
prfiter at every interview I had with the oflfidals during the negotiations of the treaty. He 
is in the city, or, if not, can be in a dayo'r two. I should like to have him subpoenaed as a 
witness. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Was any other person with you on that occasion ? — A. Yes, sir ; there was the secre- 
tary of state, Gautier. This was done after the formal talk had broken up. He then ex- 
pressed this wish not to sign tne papers until to-monow, and when pressed to give the reason 
made this explanation. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. This is what Sackett told you ? — A. That is what Greneral Sackett as interpreter told 
me. I did not talk with Baez directly, because I could not communicate with him in 
Spanish. I did not try to carry on any conversation with him. I could understand when 
they were talking in French a great part of the time, so as not to require it to be translated. 

Q. State to the committee whether you ever directly or indirectly interfered in any way 
to prevent the release of Hatch ? — A. Never. I never had any authority in any form or 
shape to investigate or treat about it. I never had a word of instructions in the case. I never 
made any report on the case of Mr. Hatch except that after I saw in a paper that a resolu- 
tion was introduced into the Senate alleging that Mr. Hatch had been detained on account 
of having information that was supposed to be detrimental to the treaty, I then sent for 
these two papers in the Navy Department — I was not certain that they were on file in the 
State Department — and I called the attention of the Secretary of State to those paragraphs 
"which I have read and to the letter of Mr. Horan. 

By Mr. ViCKKRs : 

Q. Did you intercede with President Baez to release Mr. Hatch ? — A. lSl^.,sirJ^did not. 

Q.Did you tell Mr. Smith, the commercial agent, what had passed between yonrseTf and 
President Baez, relative to Mr, Hatch, and did you urge Mr. Smith to see that Mr. Hatch 
had a fair trial as an American citizen ? — A. ^ ^^djiot_ Mr. Smith was present at the inter- 
view that I spoke of with President Baez, aiSraTintFoSuced the subject himself. 

Q. You spoke of having a conversation with President Baez after Mr. Smith left ? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. That is what I alluded to. — A. I do not know that I ever referred to the subject with 
Mr. Smith. I felt that I had no authority in the matter, as I told him then. 

Q. Did not Mr. Smith speak to you several times on the subject of Mr. Hatch's imprison- 
ment?— A. No, sir. I think, as I said, he alluded to it once at his room, and the evening I 
Bpoke of, young Mr. Smith mentioned it to me. 

Q. Did you use your offices in any way to obtain the release of Mr. Hatch ? — A. I did 
not. 

Q. Why did you tell Mr. Smith that the demand for the release of Mr. Hatch was not 

authorized by the President t What was your motive and object ? — A. I never told Mr. 

Smith so. 1 did not bay that I told Mr. Smith so. I told Mr. Perry so here. 

Q. I mean Mr. Perry ? — A. Do I understand you to ask me why I said so to him 1 

Q. Yes ; why did you tell Mr. Perry that the demand for the release of Mr. Hatch was 

^i authorized ty the President ? — A. I asked Mr. Perry whether it was authorized by the 
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President. My only object was to explain to him why I asked him if there was such an 
order. 

Q. Ton stated that you asked Mr. Perry if he had received an order from the President to 
make a demand for the release of Mr. Hatch 7 — A. I asked him if there was a positive order 
that he should make a demand for the release of Mr. Hatch, and he said *' Tes." 

Q. And you tlien stated that yon did not believe that demand came from the President ; 
and now I ask you what your motive and object was in saying that 7 — A. My only motive 
was to explain to him why I had asked that question of him. 

Q. How came you to say that yon did not believe it came from the President 7 — A. Be- 
cause I am satisfied it did not come from him. 

Q. What reason had you for saying so 7— A. From conversation I had had previously 
with the President. 

By Mr. SCHURZ : 

Q. When you arrived at San Domingo City the second time, Mr. Hatch's sentence had 
already been commuted to banishment, had it not 7 — A. I do not know. I never saw the 
record. I only know what may have been said in general conversation. 

Q. Did you not have any conversation then with anybody at San Domingo City about 
Mr. Hatch 7 — A. I may have spoken with Mr. Perry two or three times. I remember that 
one day Mr. Perry showed me a letter purporting to come from Mr. Hatch, and for all I 
know it did come from him. 

Q.* Were you aware at that time that Mr. Hatch had passed through his trial, that he had 
been sentenced to death, and that the sentence had been commuted to banishment 7 — A. 
Only from general report. I had no record. Nothing had been furnished to me. I under- 
stood that to be the case, however. 

Q. Did you know that he was still held in prison 7 — A. I understood that he was still in 
prison ; that the pardon had not yet been given to him. 

Q. Did you take any steps, or did you inquire at any government office about the condi 
tion or situation in which Mr. Hatch then was 7 — A. I did not. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Was there anything in your instructions that directed you to inquire as to the matter 7 — 
A*. Nothing whatever on the subject in m^ instructions. 

By Mr. Williams: 

Q. I understand you to say that you believed all the time that he had taken part in the 
rebellion, and that the government of San Domingo had aright to punish him for that crime; 
that you were under that impression from the evidence you had, and acted upon that im- 
pression 7 — A. Yes, sir ; and that I had no right myself to interfere in any way. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Were yon aware at the time when you were at San Domingo City, on the second occa- 
sion, that Mr. Hatch was then, after his sentence had been commuted to banishment, illegally 
detained there? — A. I was not aware of any such thing ; that is, I did not know what his 
sentence was, and did not know that he was illegally detained. I only knew that it was 
reported — I could not even say who told me — that he had been tried ; that he had been sen- 
tenced to be hung or shot, I do not remember which; and that the sentence had been com- 
muted to banishment, and that he was going to be sent away from the island. 

Q. Did you never have any conversation wilh Mr. Perry on that subject 7 — A. I do not 
know how many times exactly, but two or three times during my stay there the subject of 
Mr. Hatch came up, and I always gave him the answer that I myself would have nothing 
to do with it; that I believed Mr. Hatch was guilty of joining the rebellion, audi was 
not going to have anything to do with the case. 

Q Did not Mr. Perry at that time give you information about the situation in which Mr. 
Hatch then was 7 — A. He showed me a letter that came from Mr. Hatch, as he said, in which 
Mr. Hatch stated that he was being confined at Azua, but it did not state that he was con- 
fined in prison. The impression that it conveyed was that he was under duress. 

Q. The point of my question is this, whether Mr. Perry did or did not at the time inform 
you that Mr. Hatch, after having his sentence commuted to banishment from the island, was 
still kept in prison at that time 7 — A. Mr. Perry gave me, if any information at all, nothing 
more than common report. He gave me no record. He showed me no record, or any evi- 
dence whatever, to show that Hatch had been even tried, nor that he had had any sentence 
passed on him, nor that he was in any way confined. 

Q. Did he not give you information to that effect? — A. I am not aware that he gave me 
any positive information about that. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Did you want to see a regular written official record before you would interfere in be- 
half of an American citizen 7 — A. I did not ask for any matter at all. 

Q. Why do you dilate on his not showing you a record so much 7 — A. I do notdilate on it. 
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Q. Tou have already seyeral times repeated that he showed you no record 7 — A. I am not 
aware that I have said so but once. 

By Mr. SCUURZ : 

Q. If the information Mr. Perry ^ave yon on that point was not of snch a character, what 
were yonr conversations touching Mr. Hatch about at all f — A. The conversations in refer- 
ence to Mr. Hatch, in reference to his having^ been connected with this rebellion f 

Q. No, in reference to the situation he was then in, his sentence having been commuted 
to banishment and he still beio^ illegally detained there. — A. I do not know that I was ever 
informed by Mr. Perry that that was the case. Mr. Perry may have said so, but I know I 
heard that in common conversation. I had, however, no evidence whatever that that was 
the case. 

Q. If you do not remember that, do you remember at all what the conversation touching 
Mr. Hatch was about ? — A. It was the question of his being in confinement on the island, 
having been tried, as common report went, and having been sentenced to bo executed, and 
that punishment having been commuted to banishment, that he was still in confinement 
there; but I do not know what the nature of the commutation was, whether ho was to be 
banished at a certain time, or anything about it. 

Q. Did you never have any conversation about Mr. Hatch at that time with President 
Baez ? — A. No, sir ; I am under the impression that the subject was never mentioned be- 
tween us then. 

Q. Or any other government official there ? — A. If it was ever mentioned. General Sackett 
was my interpreter, and it went through him. 

Q. But you would of course know 7 — A. I do not remember ever having had any conver- 
sation with them about Hatch. 

By Mr. Tickers : 

Q. Did not Mr. Perry urge you to intercede for the release of Mr. Hatch? — A. No, sir; 
he did not. 

Q. Did be not tell you that Mr. Hatch was an American citizen ; was illegally detained, 
and ought to be released?— A. No ; he did not. 

Q. And that you, as an officer of the government, ought to interfere and intercede for his 
release? — A. No, sir; he did not. 

Q. Did he not talk with you on the subject 7 — A. He told me that this man Hatch was 
there; had been tried, »nd was still detained, or something to that efiect; but he never 
asked me to interfere in the case. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. As I understand, you went there for a certain purpose ? — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Did you not have control of all the United States ships of war that were there 7 — A. 
I had control the second time I was there, but the Albany was the only one that was there at 
that time. 

Q. Who commanded the Albany 7 — A. Captain Balch. The Albany was the vessel I went 
down in ; it was the only vessel there until about two or throe days before I came away, 
when the Nantasket came in and reported. 

Q. Who commanded her ? — ^A. Captain Bunco. 

Q. Did you have any talk with Captain Bunco about Hatch t — A. No ; I do not think I 
ever mentioned the subject to him. 

Q. Did Captain Banco to you ? — A. I do not romember. 

Q. Let me refresh your recollection. Did Captain Bunco show you a letter from Mr. 
Hatch 1 — A. No, sir ; I never saw a letter from Mr. Hatch to Captain Bunco. 

Q. And you gave him no information about Mr. Hatch? — A. I do not recollect now that I 
eTer spoke to him about Mr. Hatch. It is possible that I may have done so, but I am' not 
aware that I ever spoke to Captain Bunco about him. 

Q. Do you know whether Captain Bunco wrote*a lettet to Mr. Hatch 7 — A. I do not know 
that he ever did. 

By Mr. ViCKERS : 

Q. Did I understand you to say that Mr. Perry showed you a letter from Mr. Hatch, com- 
plaining that he was in prison 7 — ^A. He did. 
Q. Did you read the letter 7 — A. I did. 

By Mr. SCHURZ : 

Q. Were the two ships of war you mentioned that were there subject to your instructions 
AS to their movements 7 — A. Yes, sir. Tliere was only one there while I was there — ^the one 
I went down in; and the other came into the port just a few days before I came away ; and 
I left the Nantasket there. » 
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By Kr. F£RRY : 

Q. Have jon received a letter from Mr. Hatch ? — A. I received one letter from ICr. 
Hatch. 

Q. How long since 7 — A. It was written from Azua and was received here. I cannot 
l^ve 70a the exact date. He forwarded it here from Havana. It was just after he bad 
been released. 

Q. Did 70a lay that letter before the President f — A. I did not. I told him I had received 
snch a letter. 

Q. Did Mr. Hatch request 70a to la7 that letter before the President, in the letter itself T — 
A. I have not read it over for some time ; I do not know whether he made that request or 
not. 

Q. Have you the letter ? — A. I have. 

Q. Yon will please brings it at the next meeting^ of the committee. — A. I will. 

JUHE U, 1870. 
Delos B. Sackett sworn and examined. 

B7 the Chairman 

Question. What is vour business 7 — Answer. I am Inspector General United States Army, 
with the rank of colonel and the brevet rank of major general. 

Q. Where are 70U stationed 7 — A. In Philadelphia, headquarters Division of the Atlan- 
tic--General Meade*s headquarters. 

Q. How lon|2: have you been there 7 — A. I reported there on the lstda7 of April, 1869. I 
reported the fall before in New York City to General Hancock. When General Meade was 
placed in command, I was removed to Philadelphia. 

Q. How long have you been in the army 7 — A. It will be twenty-five years on the firs t 
day of July next. 

Q. At any time, and, if so, when, did you go to San Domingo 7 — A. We sailed from New 
York on the 10th day of November, and arrived in San Domingo on the morning Of the 
18th of November, J869. 

Q. How did you go ? — A. In the steamship Albany, commanded by Captain Balch. 

Q. Who accompanied you 7 — A. General Babcock and General Ingalls. 

Q. For what purpose did you go there 7 —A. I ascertained, after arriving in New York, 
that I was going as an interpreter for General Babcock. I was told afterward that I bad 
been appointed one of the commissioners, but it was learned that that was illegal, and I was 
simply sent as an interpreter. 

Q. Interpreter for what purpose 7 — A. In the negotiation of the treaty of annexation of 
San Domingo to the United States. 

Q. Did you act in that capacity 7 — A. I did. 

Q. What language did you interpret 7 — A. Both Spanish and French. 

Q. Do you speak and write both languages 7 — A I speak Spanish and write it tolerably 
well, and I speak French quite well. 

Q. You acted in the capacity of interpreter 7 — A. I did. 

Q. Did you attend all the meetings at which any business was transacted in relation to 
this treaty 7 — A. 1 did, every one, from first to last. 

Q. Did you communicate to the parties representing the Dominican government what 
you were directed and instructed to communicate by General Babcock? — A. I did. 

Q. And did you convey to him truthfully what they said? — A. I did as well as I was 
able to do. 

Q. State to the committee the manner of conducting those negotiations. — A. General 
Babcock and General Ingalls and myself came ashore generally about half past eight every 
morning. 

Q. While there were you quartered on the ship? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Lying in the bay ¥— A. Lying off San Domingo City, in the outer harbor. We came 
on shore and went to the consul's office, and remained there a short time, and then went to 
the palace of President Baez. 

Q. Where were the negotiations conducted 7 — A. In the President's private quarters. He 
did not occupy the palace, but occupied a' house belonging to hlmselt, and we went there. 
The office of the secretary of state was in the same building. The palace is on the plaza, 
and the Piesident occupied a house belonging to himself on the next street, I think, and 
we went there. 

Q. Who was our commercial agent there at that time 7 — A. Mr. Raymond H. Perry. 

Q. At what time did the negotiations commence? — A» They com (nenced on the 19th of 
November, JB69. On the afternoon of the day we arrived the party went ashore, and we 
paid our respects to the President, and arranged for a meeting the next morning. 

Q. Then, on the morning of the i9th of November the negotiations commenced ?—^ A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. How long did the negotiations continue? — A. I think the treaty wad signed on the 
29th of November. 

Q- From the time you arrived, how often did yon meet the Dominican authorities for the 
purpose of arranging the treaty 7^A, We met daily. 
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Q. From the 19th to the 29th of November?— A. Yes, sir. I said daily, but there was 
one day we did not meet. One day President Baez was absent, and we did not meet that day. 
I went to see Mr. Gautier that day, bat General Babcouk did not go ashore that day, bat 
remained on board sliip. 

Q. Who was present on the part of the Dominican (rovernment 7— A. The President him- 
self, Mr. Gautier, tbe secretary of state for forei|[:u affairs, and Mr. Delmonte, who held a 
position corresponding to tbal of attorney general in onr government ; and, on one or two 
occasions, the secretary of war, whose name I do not remember, was present. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. Was Mr. Cazaeau present ?— -A. Mr. Cazneau was present several tiraea, not always. 

Q. Mr. Fabons f — A. Mr. Fabens was present. 

Q. All the time ? — A. I think on nearly every occasion. I believe once or twice he was 
absent, but I shall not be positive about that. Mr. Perry was there, I tbink, except oa one or two 
occasions. General Babcock and myself were there. General Ingalls was not there. Gen- 
eral Ingalls was there the day we were presented, and, I think, he came there on one other 
occasion ; I tbink that when Captain Balch came ashore to pay his respects to the Presi- 
dent, General Ingalls accompanied him. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Were the negotiations conducted as a public matter 7— A. Yes, sir; there was nothing 
to conceal. President Baez did not object to Mr. Cuznoau being there, and wo did not. He 
was there as a listener. 

Q. Did Mr. Cazneau or Mr. Fabens have anything to do on the part of the American gov- 
ernment with the treaty 7 — A. Mr. Fabens sometimes would assist me in translating, but 
only occasionally. Sometimes I would ask him to talk when I got pretty tired, but he had 
no connection with the commission at all. He was there, however. I never met him before. 
He appeared to be a gentleman of ability. He spoke the langaage fluently, and was an 
American. 

By Mr. Schxjrz : 

Q. Was Mr. Cazneau or Mr. Fabens acting ostensibly for the Dominican government in 
ihis matter 7 — A. I think Mr. Cazneau was. That was my impression, and I did not know- 
bat that Mr. Fabens was. At any rate I think it very likely they were interested in having 
annexation carried out with success if they could. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Had they anything to do with the negotiations on the part of the American govern- 
ment 7 — A. Thoy had not to my knowledge. 

By Mr. Howard: 
Q. They did not assume to act as agents of the United States 7 — A. No, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. How long did you remain after the treaty was concluded? — A. We left there on the 
4th day of December for Samana. 

Q. Did General Babcock or yourself, or any one there representing the government of the 
TJoited States, have anything to do with any other matters except this treaty ? — A. No, sir ; 
none of us. I saw General Babcock's instructions ; I read them very carefully going down 
on the ship. There was no other matter mentioned but the treaty. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. What was the date when you first saw his instructions ; can you give it 7 — A. I cannot 
give it exactly. It may have been the first or second day out from New York, on board 
ship. 

Q. Then you saw the instructions on the 11 th or 12th of November while at sea 7 — A. 
Yes, sir : when I left Philadelphia I did not know where I was going. 

Q. What instructions were these to which you now refer 7 — ^A. General Babcock's in- 
structions from the department. 

Q. Do you know how Mr. Perry came by his instructions 7 — A. I do not, except that I 
know that General Babcock carried instructions for Mr. Perry. 

Q. Can you state at about what date General Babcock delivered those instructions to Mr. 
Perry 7 — A. I think he must have given them to him on the afternoon of the 18th or the 
morning of the 19th of November; I am not positive which. 

Q. What makes you fix that date 7 — A. Because that is the date we arrived there and 
went on shore and found Mr. Perry there. We went ashore at four o'clock in the afternoon 
of the 18th of November the first time. 

Q. Possibly you might fix the date with more certainty by referring to any conversation 
yon may liave had with Mr. Perry respecting the time at which he received his instruc- 
tions. — A. I do not remember that. I am quite positive that it was either on the Idth or 
the 19th that General Babcock handed the instructions he had to Mr. Perry, the consul. 
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Q. I meftn the instructions in reg^ard to the annexation treaty. — A. Those were the only 
instructions I know of— instructions authorizing him to sign the treaty on the part of the 
United States. 

Q. Can you state whether Mr. Perry had received any other instructions on the subjeet 
of annexation previously to his receiving these 7 — A. That I cannot say ; I do not know 
of any. 

Q. Have you any reason to suppose he had 7 — A. I do not think he had ; I do not knowr, 
though. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. You have said that, with the exception of once or twice, Mr. Perry was present at all 
the interviews 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. State whether he was conferred with on the conditions of the treaty. — A. He had the 
treaty before him. After the interviews, daily, we used to return during the afternoon and 
remain some time in Mr. Perry's office ; it was a cool place, and we sat there and discussed 
matters somewhat. The papers were left in Mr. Perry's safe, and he carried the key every 
night ; that is where wo left our papers. 

Q. You mean that after your interviews with the Dominican authorities you returned to 
Mr. Perry's office 7 ~ A. Yes; we always went to Mr. Perry's office in the morning, from 
there to the President's house, and returned to his office and there left our papers. 

Q. Were the conditions of the treaty there discussed 7— A. Yes, sir ; Mr. Perry could have 
read it if he chose ; I am certain General Babcock submitted it to him. 

Q. Were you present at the time the treaty was signed 7 — A. I was. 

By Mr. Warner : 

Q. Where was the treaty signed 7 — A. In Mr. Perry's office or in the court-yard in the 
rear of his office. 

By the Chairman: 

Q. Did he at that time or any other make any objection to any of the conditions of the 
treaty that you beard ?— A. Not in the least, that I heard; quite the reverse. I think he 
was strongly in favor of it. I know that he remarked at the time it was signed that he dis- 
liked to sign it because he had done none of the work, and he thought General Babcock ought 
to have the credit as he had had the labor. 

Q. While you were there, did you hear anything said, and, if so, what, in relation to Mr. 
Hatch 7 — A. Yes, sir; I heard that there was a man named Hatch in confinement on the 
island. It was spoken of there among the party. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Did you hear Mr. Perry say anything about Mr. Hatch's confinement; and. if so, state 
what he said ? — A. I do not remember Mr. Perry speaking about it, and I do not remember now 
who spoke about it. I know the impression was formed that Hatch had been confined and 
tried, and was very lucky in getting off without being shot. But we had nothing to do with 
Mr. Hatch; and I never gave the matter a second thought. He was mentioned occasionally, 
but was not a subject of discussion. We had nothing to do with him any way. 

By the Chairma*n : 

Q. Did you hear General Babcock in any way give any direction, suggestion, or instruc- 
tion about Mr. Hatch 7 — A. Never. 

Q. Where was it said that he was confined 7 — A. Eecently I have heard that it was at 
Azua. I do not know that I even then gave that much thought to the matter as to ask where 
he was confined. I knew it was not in San Domingo City ; I knew it was up the coun- 
try somewhere. 

Q. Did you understand that he was in close confinement 7 — A. I did not even ask that 
muQh. I heard he was in confinement. 

Q. You say you read General Babcock's instructions. Did they apply to anything ex- 
cept the negotiation of this treaty 7 — A. Nothing else whatever. They did not allude to 
Mr. Hatch or any other American in any way, shape, or manner. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Who drew up the articles of the treaty, and wheje were they drawn 7 — A. In the State 
Department, at Washington. 

Q. In what shape were those articles when you first saw them 7 — A. They were in the 
shape of a treaty drawn up after a memorandum that had been sent from San Domingo, I 
believe, and General Babcock's instructions allowed him certain latitude to change those 
articles. 

Q. Was the projet of the treaty drawn up in the handwriting of some clerk in the State 
Department here 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And was it inclosed in the wrapper that contained General Babcock's instructions 7— 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And carried down to San Domingo by whom— by you or Babcock 7 — A. By General 
Babcock. 
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Q. Was the treaty drawn up here, substaatiall j adopted there 7 —A. Yes, sir ; aabttuitiiUy 
adopted. General Babcock's instrocUona mve him certain latitude to change them, of 
conrse, bnt snbstantially as signed the proraions were the same. 

By Mr. Williams : 

Q. State whether, daring those negotiations, before they were eonclnded, there was ^y 
indacement held out by Baez, or anybody on his part, to you or to G^eoeral Babcoclc or any of 
yonr party, to si^ the treaty or enter into this arrangement 7 — A. None whateTer. 

Q. Was anything of the kind mentioned in your hearing 7 — A. There was one thing men- 
tioned which I will state. Jnst as the sixth article — I thimi that is the number of it ; at all 
events, one of the last articles, which, in a few words, stated that there should be no g^nta 
or concessions made after the sig^ng of the treaty — was reached, they objected to it for a long 
time, I do not know bat apert of two days, and General Babcock got very much annoyed 
at it, and said to me, ** There appears to be something wrong here.*' The conversation 
ceased, and' he got up and passed off to a window, and was looking out of the win* 
dow when President Baez turned around to me and said: ^'I will tell you what we 
want; General Babcock was very kind to us last summer; he sent Captainjgueen with jytie 
^^_^_^^^^^^^___ ?fttit'li)Bt-tiiitO place where "she was tie^ up by the* 

fish ; and then &1M Mr. Ijmith had been very obnotlous US us, and we made certain Mp- 
lesentatione to General Babcock, and be investigated them and laid them before the Presi* 
dent, and Mr. 8mith was dismissed and Mr. Perry sent down in his place ; and for these 
tilings, showing great kindness on the part of General Babcock, we should like to make him 
a grant of land in Samana." I told the President in Spanish : ** Mr. President, such a thing 
as that would kill the treaty in a minute." ** Well,*' said he, '* we want to do it as an act 
of kindness, and we cannot do it if this is put in the treaty ; what we want to do is to have 
the treaty signed ; let it go before uur senate to-morrow ; they will grant this land, and 
then we will make the sixth article date two days afterward." I said to him, ** Mr. Presi- 
dent, it would kill the treaty." I turned around to Babcock and said : ** Greneral, do you 
know what they a re after ?^'JHe„.8aid ** No,". Said ]f? " T^t gy waut tu make yuu a-grant 
ftLlagd^jfgamanfLlft nd want t hiia itr^jr^ f^ft^^^ *"^" ^^^y I'^^^iiv" R*ih<*-ofik raised his hands 
andsaig, "IgyTyod ! anything of t^«^^ ^'*^^ wnnM rnin tha ^reA«y y it would not do ! " Bsei 
ssidr^ S uiy Will , we only wanted to do it as an act of kindness." Then he signed the 
treaty immediately, and that was the end of it. 

By Mr. SCHUaz : 

Q. Did that conversation take place in the presence of all the state officials ? — A. Yes. I 
do not remember whether Mr. Perry was present or not. The delay about this article an- 
wyed ns very much, because we did not see. any point to it, and their wanting to leave that 
aitide oat looked as if there was something wrong, and if so, we would not have anything 
to do with it. They stood on tlie matter for a long time, and then Prefudent Baez made this 
explanation to me in Spanish. 

By Mr. Williams : 

Q. Did Baez or any of his counselors at any time during the negotiations make any rep- 
resentations about this Mr. Hatch. Was that subject mentioned?— A. It was never men- 
tioned the whole time, that I know of. If it had been, I should have been the interpreter to 
eommnnicate it, and I am certain it was not mentioned. 

Q. Can you recall any distinct conversation that occurred in your presence between Mr. 
Perry and General Babcock, about Mr. Hatoh ? — A. If any occurred, I never heard it. 

Q. Did you at any time hear General Babcock say to Perry that he ought not to apply for 
the release of Hatch ; that it would interfere with annexation, or anything of that kind 7 ~A. 
I never heard him say a word of that kind, and I think if General Babcock had had any anch 
intention he would have mentioned it to me. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Did he ever mention it to yon 7 — A. He never did. 

Q. Were you and Babcock on intimate terms 7 — A. Perfectly so. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Do you know whether Mr. Perry talked Spanish 7 — A. I do not think he does ; I am 
quite positive he does not. He may talk French, but Spanish I am pretty certain he 
does not. 

Q. Did he talk iu either of those tongues at the time with you 7— A. No, sir. 

By Mr. WiLUAMS : 

Q. I understand you to say that this matter of Mr. Hatch was incidentally mentioned, 
and you gave it no particular attention 7 — A. I remember that it was mentioned somewhere; 
it may have been in conversation. You will understand the impression I had when I state 
that, happening to be in the Senate gallery when the debate on this subject occurred, it 
struck me that (jlencral Babcock was being very much abased, because it was my impres- 
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rf<m that be had interoeded for Hatch, and saved his life, bnt it tamed out that he had nothing 
to do with it. I do not know how I had formed that impression. 

Q. Ton had no distinct impression on the sabjectT — ^A. None. I had heard that there was 
a man named Hatch accused of sending^ arms and siding with Cabral, and that he had been 
sentenced to be shot, and that his sentence was commuted to imprisonment or something* of 
that kind ; but I neyer gave the matter any thought. He was not discussed in my pres- 
ence. 

Bj the Chairman : 

Q. Can you recall a single instance in this whole transaction where there was anything 
but frank, open negotiation 7 — A. I was there myself, and I do not like to boast, but every- 
thinff was square, and might have been heard by the world. Everything was as honest as 
could be on the part of the Dominicans and on the part of the United States. I should say 
for the Dominican authorities that they never mentioned themselves, or what was going to 
become of them in any way, shape, or manner ; and I thought that was a little surprising, 
they being Spaniards. 

Q. You have mentioned the secretary for foreign affairs, Mr. Gautier. Describe him 
somewhat. — A. The impression I formed of Mr. Gautier was that he was a man of fine 
abilities, sound mind, a head and shoulders above every other man on that island, and I 
thonght strictly honest in every respect. He appeared so in all the transactions we had with 
him. As he signed the treaty, he told me that there were fifteen years of his life that he 
had spent for this very purpose of annexation to the United States; that be had visited this 
country fifteen years ago, and from the time he returned he had been working for this thing, 
and most of the time with his neck in a halter. He is a poor man, and be being at the 
head of the government, I thought that spoke well in his favor. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Are there any very wealthy men on that island 7 — A. I think there are some quite 
wealthy. I know I met there one old gentleman who was. 

Q. On what day did you leave San Domingo City for Samana 7 — A. The 4th of Decem- 
ber, 1869. 

Q. Did you return from Samana Bay to San Domingo City 7 — A. No, sir ; we went to 
St. Thomas. 

Q.* Did General Babcock go with you 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you say that you were present at all the interviews General Babcock had with 
President Baez7 — A. Yes, sir; I was. General Babcock was not present with any of 
those gentlemen unless I was with him ; that is, at the interviews, and I do not think he 
saw them at any other time. I am quite certain he did not. 

Q. You say you are quite certain about that f — A. Yes, sir. Mr. Gautier sometimes after 
the conversations used to come to Mr. Perry's office and talk to us all there. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Does he talk English? — A. No, sir. I think he understands English somewhat, but 
he speaks French very well, as well as Spanish. 

By Mr. "Williams : 

Q. Did you have any opportunity to form an opinion as to the popular sentiment in San 
Domingo on the question of annexation 7 — A. I think I had. I used to go around the town 
somewhat and talk to the different people. I conver^ed with several who told me that the 
party in power were not their friends ; they were Cabral men, or rather, as they tuld me, 
Santana men, but they said they were all in favor of annexation. They said they wanted to 
become Yankees, as they called it, but of course they preferred to have their friends at the 
head of affairs, rather than the Baez party. They were not Baez men, but they were in favor 
of annexation, and I did not see one that was not. And the women that I spoke to were 
all that way. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Did you see any of the people outside of San Domingo City 7 — A. No, sir; except at 
Samana. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. You stated that you arrived there on the 18th of November. While yon were there 
did you visit Mr. Cazueau at his house 7 — A. I went to the house twice. Once he was sicic 
in bed and 1 did not see him. We went there the day we anived, or the next day. 

Q. Did you go to Mr. Fabens^s house 7 — A. He lived in a fonda; what corresponds to a 
hotel iu our country. 

Q. Did yuu call on him at his hotel 7 — ^A. Yes, sir. When we first arrived we went 
there. 

Q. Do you know whether General Babcock called on Cazneau or Fabens 7 — A. General 
Babcock called twice with mo ; and I think once Mr. Cazueau took him to see Mrs. Caz- 
neau ; but he was only gone a few minutes. 
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Q. Did yoa remain on shore over nigfat at any time whil^ yon were there 7 — ^A. Not a 
night. 

The Chairman : 

Q. Did General Babcock? — A. Neither General Babcock nor General Ingars. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. At the time General Babeock called on Mrs. Caznean did yon go with him 7 — ^A. I did. 
Q. Yoa say that ordinarily you went ashore in the morning, and remained nntil what 
hour in the day ? — A. Until four or five in the afternoon. 
Q. Every day 7 — ^A. Every day. 

Q. Daring every one of those days were you never separated from General Babcock 
while you were on shore 7 — A. Tes, sir. General Babcock sometimes would go out in the 
town, when I would remain in Mr. Perry's ^ffice. Sometimes I would go with him. Some* 
times he would go by himself. Sometimes he would go with Mr. Fabenn. 

Q. Do you know whether Mr. Caznean ever interpreted between President Baez and 
Genertl Babcock 7 — A I do not think he ever did. He may have put in a word sometimes. 
Q. I do not mean when yoa were present, at the official interviews — A. I am certain 
that General Babcock never saw Baez when I was not present. 

Q. Then you must have been constantly with General Babcock 7 — A. At all those inter- 
views. 

Q. But I am inquiring apart from the interviews. — A. If he had any other interviews 
than these regular interviews I did know it. My impression is that he did not have any 
others. 

Q. I understood you to say that you knew that General Babcock never saw Baez except 
when you were present ? — A. I mean at these regular interviews. 

Q. But were there interviews of courtesy, or any kind of interviews, between General 
Babcoek and President Baez, or General Babcock and Mr. Caznean, or General Babcock and 
Mr. Fabens, during those sixteen days, when you might not have been present 7 — A. I do 
not think there were. 

Q. Do you know anything about it 7 — A. I am pretty positive. 

Q. Were you with General Babcock every moment of the day from 8 o'clock in the morn- 
ing to 4 o'clock in the afternoon 7 — A. I was not 

Q. How do you know that he did not s^e these men 7 — A. He did not see them but at 
tbe^e visits when I was with him. 

Q. Ton do not know whether he saw them or not 7 — A. When he started off saying he 
was going down the street to buy a cross, ho was looking for crosses to buy as presents he 
may nave gone to see President Baez then, and I not know it ; I am positive he did not, 
tbongh. 

Q. Do you know whether oi* not he and these gentlemen, or any of them, met socially or 
in any other way, when you were not present 7 — A. I do not know of their doing so. 

Q At the first interview with President Baez, were Cazneau and Fabens present 7 — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. You said something about this business being done in public. Let me understand 
yon perfectly with regard to that. Do you mean that spectators were allowed to be present, 
anybody that chose to come in 7 — A. These gentlemen were present. I 

Q. Do you mean that anybody who chose to come in, cunld be present at the negotiation 
of the treaty 7 — A. It depended on President Baez ; we did not object to anybody coming 
in. 

Q. I ask, as a matter of fart, was the treaty negotiated in public before the whole commu- 
nity if they chose to come in 7— A. Anybody that President Baez chose to let in, came in. 
One day the vice-president of the republic came and staid awhile, and there were one or 
two others — officials. 

Q. Did anybody of the public, any Dominican official, or American official come in, except 
Fabens and Cazueau f — A. I think not ; I am pretty certain no one else did. 

Q. Did Fabeus and Cazneau talk about the details of the treaty 7 — A. Not there. 

Q. Where did they 7 — A. They might have discussed it at Mr. Perry's office. 

Q. Did you hear them 7 — A. If they discussed it, I did. 

Q. Do you know whether they did or not t — A. I do not remember now. If they did, it 
^as just casual remarks about the treaty. I know on one occasion we had considerable 
difficulty, and it looked as though the treaty was going to be a failure ; that is, that we 
shoald not succeed ; and on our way home from Presid^mt Baez's house Mr. Cazneau sug- 
gested thtt we get up a separate treaty, or what he called a secret treaty, and we all shooed 
at the idea^ and told him that anything that we got up would have to be on the square and 
aboveboard. That is the only suggestion I remember Cazneau making, and that was as 
we were going from President Baez's to Perry's office. 

By Mr. SCRURZ : 

Q> What was the purpose of that; why did he Fuggest it?— A. He was, I suppose, 
anxions that the treaty should be a success, and it looked as though it was going to be a 
failure that day. The conversation had not been very pleasant. 
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Q. For what purpose did he want to fl;et up a secret treaty ; what was his special par- 
pose 7 — A. I do not know. He spoke of a secret treaty that should simply be shown to the 
senate, or something^ of that kind. I did not understand it and did not think it was a good 
suggestion. I objected to it, and General Bahcock did. We said we could not do any- 
thing of that kind ; that anything we did would have to be aboveboard. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. In the negotiation of the treaty with President Baez, dia General Babcock conduct the 
negotiation? — A. Yes, sir, he did. 
Q. Was he the person who had control of the negotiation on the American side ? — A. He 

Q. Did you understand Mr. Perry to be under General Babcock's orders and advice in 
reference to the matter 7 — A. From the instructions, my impression was that the intentioa 
was that Mr. Perry should be present, General Babcock should conduct the proceedings, and 
Mr. Perry should sign them. 

Q. Did you understand from the instructions that Mr. Perry was under General Babcock's 
direction and advice in the negotiation of this treaty? — A. From the instructions, I under- 
stood that General Babcock had the negotiation of the treaty, Mr. Perry to be present, and 
Mr. Perry to sign it. He was authorized by the President to sign the treaty on the part of 
the United States. I believe it was originally the intention that General Babcock should 
sign it, but it was found that an officer of the army could not be a commissioner. 

Q. Did you say that you saw the instructions ? — A. I did. 

Q. Was there an expression like this in them, addressed to Mr. Perry: '* It Is the desire 
of the President that you should confer with General Babcock in every step of these nego- 
tiations and be governed by his advice ?'' — A. I think there was some such expression. Bat 
I cannot be positive now. I believe that was it. I have not thought of the matter particu- 
larly since I was there. 

Q. When did you first hear Hatch spoken about ? — A. I cannot tell that. 

Q. Was it the day you got there f — ^A. I do not think it was. 

Q. Was it on shore or on board ship f — A. I think it must have been on shore. The im- 
pression it made is so faint that I only remember that I heard there was a man in prison of 
that name. The circumstances of his being arrested, or what he was doing, I had heard ; 
but that was all. 

Q. You had heard that ? — A. I heard it there ; I do not know where ; it may have been 
on board ship ; it may have been down there, but it formed so slight an impression on me 
that I never gave it a thought, and when the discussion came up in the Senate the other day 
I was all at sea ; I did not know any more about it than a great many others. 

Q Was the information about Hatch given to you in Spanish, or French, or English ? — 
A. That I cannot tell ; it may have been in English, it may have been in Spanish. I know 
I heard of Hatch, but how I heard of him or where I heard of him I cannot tell now ; but I 
know it was nothing about having him confined, or keeping him in close confinement. I 
heard that there was such a man, an American, who had been arrested for carrying arms, or 
siding with Cabral, and sentenced to be shot, and that his sentence was commuted. He was 
no part of our instructions, and I did not give him » thought. 

Q. General Babcock went down on the Albany with you ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you remember whether he informed vou, as he was going down on the Albany, any- 
thing about Hatch ? — A I do not remember that he did ; he may have done so ; but I can- 
not say now that he did or did not. 

Q. Was the person from whom yon received this information regarding Hatch some one 
of the party, Babcock, Cazneau, Fabens, Baez— some one of that party ? — A. It could not 
have been from Baez, because we never discussed the matter in the presence of Baez. It 
must have been either in the presence of General Babcock, General Ingalls, Cazneau, 
Fabens, Prime, or Mr. Perry. Whether I asked a question or not I cannot tell. 

Q. Somebody must have infonned you ? — A. Some one may have come in, and the conver- 
sation been about Hatch. What it was did not make any great impression on my mind ; 
not enough to remember it. 

Q. Was the impression conveyed to your mind that this ]|lr. Hatch was an American citi- 
zen ? — A. Yes ; 1 knew that he was an American citizen. 

Q. How did you know it ? — A. I heard it. I do not know who told me. It is conver- 
sation that I never expected to hear about afterward, and my mind was not impressed 
with it. 

Q. Was the impression further conveyed to your mind that Mr. Hatch had asked for the 
intervention of officers of the United States government for his release ? — A. I never heard 
that he had asked. 

Q. Then all that you remember to have heard was the mere fact that Mr. Hatch, an Amer- 
ican citizen, was in confinement for partisanship with Cabral, substantially? — A. That is it. 
That is all I did hear, and how I heard it, and when I heard it, I cannot now say. I heard 
that he had been connected with Cabral and was in prison, having been sentenced to be 
shot ; and that he got off in some way, and I never gave it another thought. 
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Q. What American war yessals were at San Dominn^o at the time yon were there T— A. 
The Albany, that we went down in ; and the Nantaeket, Captain Bonce, came in afterward. 

Q. Did yon see Captain Bance while yon were there 7 — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did yon go on board his vessel 1 — A. I did not. 

Q. Did yon hear any conversation in the presence of Captain Bance about Hatch ? — A. I 
did not. 

Q. Where did yon see Capt&in Banco ? — A. I saw him on board the Albany, and I saw 
him on shore at the consalate. I was introdaced to him there. 

Q. Didyoa leave Captain Bance there when you came away? — ^A. Yes, sir. * 

Q. Were the Nantasket and the Albany nnder General Babcock*8 orders while he remuned 
there? — A. I think they were. I think he had power to give them instructions. 

Q. Were there any other American war vessels while yon wore there than the Albany and 
the Nantasket ? — A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Warren : 

Q. From whom did yon receive your orders to report to General Ingalls in New York, be- 
fore you went to San Domingo ? — A. From the War Department. 

Q. What orders did General logalls give you when you reached New York ?~A. He gave 
me an order to report to General Babcock on his arrival in New York. 

Q. Did he state for what duty ? — A. He did not. When I met General Babcock I asked 
him to be kind enough to let me know where I was going, as I should like to let my wife 
know before I left. 

Q. What was his answer?— A. He said '* That is a fact, I have not told you," and then 
he toid me that we were going to San Domingo. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Do yon know at what time Mr. Perry received any instructions in regard to Hatch ? — 
A. I did not hear it. He may have received instructions, but I did not know it. 

By Mr. Vickers : 

Q. Did not Mr. Cazneau, at one of your interviews with Baez, negotiating the treaty, 
propose to have two treaties prepared, one to lay before the people of Dominica and the 
other before the government of the United States ? — A. I stated what there was in that. It 
was not before Baez. 

Q. Did not Baez and Delmonte approve of snch a thing ? — A. No, sir ; not in my presence. 

Q. IHd not Mr. Perry, when you returned from Baea's house one day after you were 
negotiating the treaty, say that he thought you were humiliating the government too much ; 
that you oueht to lay the treaty before them, and if they did not approve it return home? — 
A. I never heard any such remark. 

Q, Do yon remember a remark substantially that?— A. No, sir. I never heard any such 
ittnark. I know that one day Mr. Perry did not go, and I asked him **Are yon not going ?'* 
He remarked, *'I have got to make out these papers for this captain " — a Boston captain 
who was there. He was at work on the papers then. There may have been some other 
time when he did not go. We always started from his office, and if he did not go it was his 
own aifair ; he was always invited to go. 

By Mr. Warner: 

Q. Did General Babcock tell you when you reported to him in New York, or at any time, 
what was to be your duty in connection with the San Domingo affair? — A. Yes; he told 
me he wanted me to speak Spanish as interpreter. Before that the President was in Phila- 
delphia, and I called on him. He was out at the time, and he sent word to by General Van 
VMetthat he wanted t<4see me. I went to Mr. Borie*8 and met the President. He asked 
ne if I spoke Spanish. I told him I did speak Spanish some years aeo very well. Said he, 
" Can you read it f' I told him I thought I could, and could understand it pretty well. 
Then said he, ** Can you be ready to go somewhere in eight or ton days ? " I told him at 
any time I was ordered, of course. The next thing I got a telegram to go to New York to 
Import to General Ingalls for orders, and I met (^ueral Babcock the next morning after I 
reported to General Ingalls. 

By Mr. Vickers : 

Q. Did you hear Cazneau speak of Hatch at any time ? — A. I did not. He may have 
spoken of him in general conversation in the office of Mr. Perry. I do not know who spoke 
of it. It wae a general conversation ambog the different gentlemen, speaking of Hatch. I 
do not know how he was mentioned. I gave it very little thought. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Do you know of any fact inducing you to believe or to suspect that in the concoction 
of the treaty of annexation the negotiators on either side made any false or fraudulent repre- 
wntation in regard to Any portion of the subject-matter of the treaty f — A. No, sir ; I do not. 
I have alwavs thought and have always said that I believed if there was ever an honest 
transaction from one end to the other, that was the transaction ; and I have always said that 
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I tbonfrbt it was a feather in the cap of the Dominican anthorities that they never alluded to 
themselves as to what was g^oiofj^ to become of them, in anj waj, shape, or form. 

'Q. Have you any reason to suspect that President Baez made any false statement to yon, 
or to General Babcock, or to Mr. Perry, or any other of the American agents there, respect- 
ing the subject-matter of the same treaty ? — A. No, sir ; I think he was strictly honest in 
«very respect. I thoufcht so then, and I think so still. 

Q. Did Mr. Perry, who sifted the treaty, express to yon any suspicion that any such 
false representation had been made 7 — ^A. He did not. 

Q. £nther while you were there at San Domingo, or since that time ? — A. No, sir. I met 
Mr. Perry the other day here and he told me he was for the whole treaty and every article 
in it, and was tryiog to induce senators to vote for it. 

Q. Did he express any suspicion seainst the honesty of Mr. Fabens or Mr. Cazneau, in 
regard to the representations which they made with regard to the treaty, or the part which 
they took in its concoction 7 — A. No, sir ; he did not. I never heard Mr. Perry find fault 
or make any suggestions against the treaty in any way or manner, or against any peison 
down there. I thought he was on ftiendly terms with everybody and regarded the treaty as 
I did. 

Q. Did you hear him say that he had any suspicion that the making of the treaty was 
** a put-up job," or anything of that kind ? — A. I did not. 

By Mr. Yickers : 

Q. Did not Cazneau do a very considerable part of the talking while the negotiations for 
the treaty were going on ? — A. He did not ; Mr. Fabens did more talking than Mr. Cazneau. 

Q. Did he do a considerable part of the talking f — A.. He did some. Sometimes I would 
ask Mr. Fabens to interpret. 

Q. What agency had he in the transaction? — A. None at all. He was there, I suppose, 
as a friend of both parties. He was not called there by General Babcock or myself, as far 
as I know. 

Q. Did General Babcock ask him to aid him in the matter 7— A. No, sir. Sometimes, 
after talking awhile, when Baez was about to speak, I would ask Mr. Fabens to interpret, 
and if he did not interpret exactly right, I would correct him as he went along. It is pretty 
hard work to interpret all day. 

By Mr. Warner : 

Q. What impression did you get from your intercourse with the people there as to the 
strength and prospect of permanence of the Baez government on the island ? — A. That is a 
hard question to answer. 

By Mr. Howard: 

Q. As to the solidity of its foundation 7 — A. It is pretty difficult to say. I thought he 
was a pretty firm man, and particularly with the prospect of annexation I thought he would 
have no trouble in holding his place. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. You stated that your recollection with regard to tho conversations which took place 
concerning Mr. Hatch are rather indistinct 7 — A. Yes, sir ; it is something that m^de no im- 
pression on my mind. s^ 

Q. Are your recollections with regard to the general conversations which took place there 
very distinct 7 — A. I think they are. 

^ Q. Then your recollections in regard to those conversations are distinct, with the excep- 
tion of the case of Mr. Hatch 7 — A. I do not say that. I cannot tell where the conversation 
in regard to the case of Hatch took 'place. But I know there was ne\^r anything said as to 
aiding to detain him in confinement or anything of that kind, for if there had been I should 
have remembered that. The conversation was so general that I did not give it a second 
thought, hardly. The conversations, as a general thing, were usually held at the consulate, 
where I noticed particularly ]^hat was said. 

Q. Your recollection of the conversations on that subject is not very distinct 7.—A. It is 
not. I recollect nothing of any importance about it. 

By Mr. Howard: 

Q. I understand you to say that your recollections are ordinarily distinct as to the con- 
versations respecting the treaty f— A. Yes ; that identical matter. That was what I went 
down there for; but the conversations outside, as a general thing, I never gave much atten- 
tion to ; I bad the writing to do, principally. 

By Mr. Warner: 

Q. What did you understand to be the position of Cabral and his party as to annexa- 
tion?— A. His iriends in the island — not those who were with him — but his friends there 
that I spoke to were in favor of annexation. They would tell me that they were not the 
friends of Baez, but they would not say that they were Cabral men. They said that they 
were Santana men, but they were all in favor of annexation, though they would prefer, of 
course, that their man should be at the head of the government rather than Baez. 
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Q. Did 7on hear of anybody opposed to axmezafcion 7— A. I did not ; all I spoke to were 
in faYor of it. 

Bj the Chairman : 

Q. Have you ever bad any business connection or interest in San Domingo 1 — A. I hare 
not now, and never have bad. 

BuFUS Ingalls sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. State your official position.-^Answer. I am assistant quartermaster general, 
and brevet major general United States Army, stationed in New York City. 

Q. Did you go down to San Domingo with General Babcock and General Sackett 1 — ^A. I 
did, on the Albany. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. Did you go there in any official capacity ? — A. I received a letter from the Secretary 
of War ordering me to report to General Babcock, to accompany him and render such assist- 
ance as he might call upon me for. Aside from that, I can hardly say that I went there in 
any official capacity. I was simply instructed to report to him. 

Q. Did your instructions specify anything as to tne kind of assistance you were to ren- 
der? — A. Nothing, except what might be ordered by General Babcock. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Were you present at any, and, if so, how many, of the interviews, at the time of the 
negotiation of the treaty, at the house of President Baez 7 — A. I was not present, and took 
no part in the negotiation of the treaty. I accompanied General Babcock and Gen- 
eral Sapkett to San Domingo. I was knowing to all the transactions ; I read the instruc- 
tions ; I heard all the conversations ; but duiing the official interviews I was not present. 

Q. While there did you see Mr. Perry, and, if so, how frequently 7 — A. I saw him daily. 
We arrived there, I think, on the i8th of November, and went ashore immediately. The 
first time I saw Mr. Perry was on board the Albany. As soon as we came to anchor he 
' came on board, and then we all went on shore and paid our respects to the authorities. 
From that time until we left San Domingo, on the 4tn of December, I saw him daily. I 
spent most of my time from morning until evening in his office. 

Q. Did you hear the subject-matter of this treaty talked over in his office 7 — A. Daily. 

Q. Daring those interviews did you hear Mr. Perry say anything against any of the pro- 
visions of the treaty 7 — A. No, sir. On the contrary, he appeared to enter into it very heartily 
and cheerfully, and spoke of it as a thing which he wished consummated very much, to the 
last moment of our leaving there. 

Q. Have you had any conversation with him since 7 — A. No, sir. 

Q. While there did you hear anything said about this Mr. Hatch 7 — A. I think after our 
arrival in San Domingo I heard the matter spoken of in a casual way by some peqple, but 
by whom I do not now know. They must have been some of our acquaintances, of course, 
hut how the subject CAme up I do not now know. 

• Q. Did you hear Mr. Perry say anything about it 7 — A. I do not recall now fhat I heard 
Mr. Perry express any opinion on the subject. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Did he refer to the confinement of Hatch, so far as vou recollect 7 — A. I do not think 
be did. In the conversations that I heard — and I must have heard nearly everything that 
was said in the city — I do not remember now that Mr. Perry expressed any opinion, or felt 
called upon to say anything. 

By Mr. SCHURZ : 
Q. Are your recollections very distinct on that point 7 — ^A. Pretty distinct. 

By the Chairman : % 

Q. During any of the conversations at the office of Mr. Perry, or anywhere else, while 
there, did you hear of any suggestions about this treaty that were not frankly and openly 
talJLed about 7 — A. I did not. I watched it with a great deal of interest. Although I was 
not present at the interviews, I knew after any conversation, from General Babcock and 
Generid Sackett, what had taken place, and I watched the matter with a great deal of in- 
terest. I knew those people pretty well for the time I was there, and watched them pretty 
carefully. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Are you able to speak Spanish 7 — A. I could speak it formerly pretty well. I under- 
stand it now quite well. 

Q. You understand it when spoken in your presence 7— >A. Quite well, but not so as to say 
ibat I speak it fluently. 
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Q. Did there seem to be any division of sentiment between Baez and his officials as to the 
roprietv of the treaty, that you heard or learned of T— A. No, sir. They acted with a great 
eal of discretion, a great deal of judgment, and with the highest honor, so far as I could 
observe. 

Q. Did you hear, on the part of General Babcock, any suggestions about any secret or 
other treaty than the ooe he went there to make ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did yon see on the voyage, or at any time before it was consummated, a draught of the 
treaty which was sent down to be executed 7— A. I did. I saw it on the voyage down. 

Q. Have you seen the treaty as signed 7-— A. I wad present at the signing of it. 

Q. State whether it is substantially the same.— A. It is snbstantially the same. 

By Mr. Shuaz : 

Q. Do you say that you saw the treaty as signed ?— A. I saw the treaty when signed and 
heard it read over article by article. 

By Mr. Williams: 

Q. Were you and General Babcock on confidential terms during the voyage 7 — A. £0^ 
tirely so. 

Q. Did he communicate to yon his views and intentions and wishes about matters in San 
Domingo 7 — A. As fully as possible. 

Q. Did he ever communicate to you at any time any desire or wish as to what should be 
done with Mr. Hatch 7 — A. Not the slightest. 

Q. Do you remember whether or not he ever mentioned Hatch to yon at any time ? — A. 
It 18 possible, but not in any positive, direct way a( all. He never mentioned it as a matter 
With which h« bad anything to do. 

Q. Whs no interest taken in the affair of Mr. Hatch by your party while you were in San 
Domingo 7 — A. None ; it was a matter of which none of us had any charge. 

Q. How often did you meet Baez while you were there 7— A. Frequently. 

Q. Did you ever bear him say anything about Mr. Hatch 7— A. Not a word. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. How did you meet General Baez 7 Socially, informally ?-^A. On two or three occa- 
sions I did. The first time, on gmng ashore, we went there and paid oar respects officially, 
and afterward, whenever I saw nim, it was entirely unofficially as far as I was coneenied. 

Q. Ton passed in and out there quite frequently 7 — A. I did not go to the palace myself 
ofloi, but I would see him elsewhere, and very frequently those people would come in the 
eenrolate, where the conversations mostly took place. 

Q. Baez himself 7 — A. Baez himself never came here. 

Q. You say you saw President Baez elsewhere 7— A. I saw him in the city. 

Q. Walking on the streets 7^A. Walking. 

Q. When you saw him, were you always in company or did you see him alone? — A. I 
gaaarally saw him passing from the plasa to the palace in the morning. 

Q. Did you have conversations with him on such occasions 7 — A* No,' sir; 1 talked wUfa 
him very ihtle. » 

Q. How often did you see him to converse with him 7 — ^A. Not more than three times, I 
think. 

Q. Were you alone then or in company 7 — A. There were always other persons present. 

Q. Whof— A. General Babcock, General Sackett, Mr. Perry, at the first interview; Cap- 
taiil Balch, of the Albany, I think; was present then, and pof^sibly Mr. Fabens and Mr. 
Oazneau. 

Q. So President Baez is quite accessible 7— A. He seemed to be so. 

By Mr. Ferry: 

Q. You were not present at the official interviews 7 — A. I was not. 

Q. At none of them 7 — A. As a general thing not. 

Q. Were you present at any of them 7— A. No, sir. 

Q. How, then, do you know that Baez and his advisers acted with discretion and 
honor 7 — A. I know it from the representatious of people who reported it. 

Q. What people 7— A. General Babcock, General Sackett, Mr. Cazneau, Mr. Perry. 

Q« You do not know it of your own knowledge? — ^A. I had the same knowleage that 
almost any one would who was in the same place and heard it talked over. 

Q. I think I have seen a document, or a report of yours, in regard to San Domingo. 
Have you not been there before 7 — A. No, sir. I have given some testimony with regard to 
San Domingo to Senator Morton. 

Q. Have you given information in writing with regard to the island? — A. I gave testi- 
mony, which was reduced to 'venting in Senator Morton^s rooms. 

Q. With regard to the resources of the island 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How did you become acquainted with those recources 7 — A. I do not think my testi- 
mony was very full on that point, because I could not give a great deal except from what 
knowledge I had. If you saw the testimony it was rather meager. 
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Q. Did you have any business interests in San Dominfro yourself at any time what- 
eyer ?— A. None. I never was in San Domiugo except at this time I speak of. 

By Mr. SCHURZ : 
Q. Have you now ? — A. I have not now. \ 

By Mr. FeRKY : 
Q. You never had any business connection of any kind with the island ? — A. I never had 
any basiness connection with the island, and have none now. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. Had yon any special facilities for acquirinf; information about the resources of San 
Dominffo 7^A. I wanted to get all the information I could, as in case the island should be 
annexed it would be my duty, probably, to have a f(ood deal to do with it, officially, in the 
way of sending supplies there, and I wished to know what could be obtained in the island, 
and its capacities in di^rent ways. 

Q. From whom did you obtain your information concerning the resources of the 
island ?~A. From all sources ; from conversation and from the departments there. In the 
departments one has access to the records, and nearly all the statistics one wants can be found 
tbere in regard to the population and products of the country. 

Q. So the statements you made, in the testimony you speak of, were based on what you 
found in the records of the departments there ? — A. rartly that and partlv from inaniries I 
made from persons who possessed information. I got it from all sources that I could gather 
it. I do not pretend that I gathered much ; but what I could, I got. 

By Mr. Howakd: 

Q. Tou obtained your information as other inquirers do f-^A. In precisely the same way. 
I got it from the best sources I could. 

By Mr. YlCKERS: 

Q. Did you hear any conversation about two treaties being prepared, one to suit the people 
there, and one for our government? — ^A. That I do not remember. 

By Mr. Warner: 

Q. Bid you have any knowledge, or bear in any way« of General Babcock, or Miybody 
else connected with the treaty, having any business interests in the island ? — ^A« No, sir. On 
the contrary, I am very sure that there was no idea of the sort. I was tbere in sueb a way 
u to have permitted me to have interests if I had chosen, the same as any other citizen ; it 
was a matter that I have spoken of ; but I had no idea of it at ail- 
By Mr. ScHiTRZ : 

Q. Yon say you were there in a way that yott might have had an interest like any other 
citizen, had you ehosen. What do you mean to indicate by that ? Was there any offer made 
W70U 1 — A. No, sir ; I mean that if I had seen fit to buy a plantation ; or anything of that 
sort, there was no impediment. 

By Mr. Warner : 

Q. Was there any conversation between you and General Babcock, or with Mr. Perry, or 
General Sacketfc, ot any other one of your party, ta the effect that you could secure any in- 
to«8t there which would become valuable by reason of the annexation 1 — A. I do not know 
&flt there was anything of that kind spoken of; certainly nothing important, nothing 
definite. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q* So something of that kind might have been spoken. Do you remember anything of 
wttsortf — A. I do not remember of speaking about the matter with Perry, but I remem- 
^ of thinking and talking about it the same as anybody else would, but there was no oc- 
<SBion, no opportunity ; resulted in nothing ; it was just simply speculative conversation. 

By Mr. Howard : 

• Q» Row long did your visit on the island last I — A. From the 18th of Noveml>er to the 
wi of December. 

Q< Then you left the island and came home ? — ^A. We went from there to Samana, and 
thence home. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q- Bid you ever carry on any correspondence with Mr. Perry 7 — A. I think a letter may 
''■▼e passed between us. 

Q- Did you carry on a correspondenee with Mr. Casneau? — A. I do not remember ever 
w have written to Cazneau at all. I did write to Fabens once, I think. I think I wrote 
w Mr. Perry once. 
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Hon. Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State, called and examined. 

Bj the Chairman : 

Question. State, if jon please, all yon know in regard to the case of Davis Hatch, recently 
imprisoned in San Domin^ifo. — Answer. I have had very little time to refresh my memory 
in detail since I received yonr letter inviting me to appear before yon; bat, according to my 
recollection; the first intimation I had of any trouble in which Mr. Hatch was involved was 
in a dispatch received some time last September, I think, from Mr. Smith, who was then the 
commercial agent of the United States at San Domingo. His dispatch has been communicated 
to the Senate, and printed. He referred to it as the case of an American citizen who had 
been imprisoned, and whose case, I think, he had communicated to President Baez ; that be 
had been some length of time without any informatiun from Mr. Hatch ; and there were 
some parts of the letter which, in communicating it first to the Senate, I did not think it 
worth while to transmit, because I did not think they bore upon the case. I think there 
were two dispatches which came about the same time. The correspondence following, the 
Senate has received and has had printed. I do not know that I can a«ld anything to it. 
There was nothing up to that time that I have not communicated. By referring to the 

Jrinted document, (Senate Executive Document No. 54, forty-first Congress, second session, ) 
can tell ^ou the dates. 

Mr. Smith's first dispatch is dated 4th September, 1869, at San Domingo City. His 
next dispatch is dated September 9, 1869. I think both those dispatches were received here 
at the same time ; in the latter of which he says : 

**I cannot communicate anything further until Isee Mr. Hatch, and am acquainted with 
the accusations on which he has been arrested." ' 

The next dispatch from Mr. Smith was dated at San Domingo City October 8, 1869. In 
this dispatch Mr. Smith stated that Mr. Hatch had been brought tu trial by a court-martial, 
and condemned to be shot; that **the sentence was immediately forwarded by express to 
the President, who referred it to the * senatus consuUum/ and that body decided to pardon 
Mr. Hatch ; and an order from the government to that effect was sent to Azua, and I ander- 
stand he is at liberty and will receive his passport." 

We supposed that that terminated the case of Mr. Hatch, and that he was then at liberty. 
On the receipt of that dispatch, by the next steamer, on the i5th of November, a dispatch 
was sent to Mr. Smith, signed hf Mr. Davis, the Assistant Secretary of State, stating that 
*' the department hopes that the representations which have been made to the Dominican 
government respecting Mr. Davis Hatch have been successful." 

It was supposed that that ended the case. 

By Mr. Howard: 

Q. Do you think that dispatch of November 15 was written after the receipt of Mr. 
Smith's dispatch to you, dated October 87— A. I should only infer so from the tenor of it 
now. I have not had time to look up the date of the receipt of the various dispatches from 
Mr. Smith. On the 16th of November Mr. Perry wrote from San Domingo City : 

"Mr. Hatch, the. American citizen who has been imprisoned at Azua, I understand has 
been pardoned, on condition he leaves the country." 

Q. Is that a correct date, ** November 16, 18697 — A. I presume so. 

Q. Does that correspond with the original manuscript letter? — A. I suppose so. I have 
had no opportunity of comparing these dates; but these copies, which were sent to the 
Senate and printed; were transcribed carefully from the originals in the department. 

Then, some time in the latter part of December, or probably the first of January, I re- 
ceived a note from Senator Ferry, calling attention to the fact that Mr. Hatch had not then 
been discharged. It is dated December 31, 1869. It is in the printed document to which I 
have referred. The date of its reception is not noted, but probably it was received on the Ist 
or 2d of January, 1870. It incloses a letter addressed to Senator Ferry, and one addressed 
to myself, from Mr. Stephen S. Hatch, the son of Mr. Davis Hatch. That was answered 
by a note from me to Senator Ferry of the 3d of January, 1870, detailing what the de- 
partment then knew of the case, and stating that *' the sentence was immediately forwarded 
by express to the President, who referred it to the senatus consnltum, and that body decided 
to pardon Mr. Hatch, and an order from the government to that effect was sent to Azua, 
and he understood that Mr. Hatch was at liberty and would receive his passport. No far- 
ther information has been received from Mr. Smith. Mr. Perry, the successor of Mr. Smith 
as commercial agent, states that * Mr. Hatch, the American citizen w ho has been imprisoned 
at Azua,* had * been pardoned on condition he leaves the country.' It is presumed that Mr. 
Hatch has been released and may be en route for the United States. " 

By Mr. Williams : 

Q. I understand that, np to that date, the 3d of January, 1870, the State Department had 
no knowledge that Mr. Hatch was illegally detained in San Domingo 7 — A. None whatever. 
We knew that he had been ; but were informed that he had been tried, condemned, par- 
doned, and offered his liberty on condition of leaving the island, which we suppose had 
been done. 
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On the 11th of Januarj, 1870, a letter from Senator Fenrj to myself incloses *' a letter 
from Mr. Davis Hatch, received this morning, and dated Azaa, San Domingo, December 21, 
18B9, from which it appears that at the said date he was still in confinement." 

The letter proceeds: 

" I am aware that the present consular aii^nt is not friendly to Mr. Hatch, being misled, 
as I believe, by false representations of others, bat he certainly ought to attend somewhat 
more promptly to the rights of an American citizen, now admittedly held a prisoner with- 
out law. 

** I would be obliged to you for a copy of the record for which Mr. Davis Hatch asked, 
and for an efficient order for his release. '* 

The letter inclosed in that from Mr. Hatch to Senator Ferry was dated December 21, 1869, 
and is as follows : 

Mr. Hatch to Mr. Ferry. 

''AZUA, December 21 1 1869. 

"Sir : Since writing you on the 16th instant, I learn, to my great regret, that there was 
no steamer called at San Domingo on the 9th to take the mail to St. Thomas to meet the 
Brazilian steamer appointed to leave there on the 13th. I presume the mail has been 
sent to St. Thomas by a sailing vessel, but as there is no steamer from there except on the 
13th, my letter to you of the 6th must wait until then, or take its chance from there by 
Buliog vessel. I regret this the more, as there seems to be no hope of my release until an 
order comes from the government at Washington. Our commercial agent has not replied 
to either of my letters, and 1 know nothing of him. He has been in the country now forty 
days. His conduct is unaccountable, and to me it seems unpardonable. 

'*! forgot in my last to request to ask of the State Department the record of my trial 
from this government. I see this was done in many cases in 1866, between the British gov- 
eroment and ours, and never refused. 

*'I cannot comprehend thie motive, still less the justice, in holding me here, now nearly 
three months, since they were graciously pleased to commute my sentence to banishment. 
My sufferings are almost beyond endurance. Again begging you to intercede for me, and 
to demand my immediate release, if no order has already been given.*' 

Mr. Ferry. I will state that this is the first letter I received from Mr. Hatch. His pre- 
ceding ones had miscarried. I subsequently received oiher letters of a prior date. 

The Witness. That letter was inclosed to me in Senator Ferry's letter of the 11th of Jan- 
nary, and on the 12th I replied to Senator Ferry, acknowledging the receipt of his letter, and 
stating that I had the honor to inform him "that an instruction has been sent to-day to 
the United States commercial agent at San Domingo City to use his efforts to procure his re- 
lease, and to extend to him such other food offices as he may be able to exert in his behalf. 
No record of the case has been received at this department respecting the imprisonment of 
Mr. Hutch, but the commercial agent has been instructed to obtain a copy of it, and to trans- 
mit it to the department by the first opportunity.'* 

On the same day I addressed a dispatch to Mr. Perry in the following words : 

** Washington, January 12, 1870. 

" Sir : Representations having been made to the department that Mr. Davis Hatch, an 
American citizen, who had been imprisoned and condemned to be shot by the Dominican 
anthorities, but who was afterward pardoned on condition that he would leave the country, 
is still in prison at Azua, you are instructed to use your efforts to procure his releade, and to 
extend to him such other good offices as you can exert in his behalf. You will please obtain 
a copy of the process against him and forward it to this department by the first opportunity.*' 

On the 2d of February, Senator Ferry wrote me, requesting ** a duplicate of the last order 
issued fiom the State Department for the release of Mr. Davis Hatch, a citizen of Connect! < 
cot, now imprisoned at San Domingo. I wish to send a special messenger to San Domingo 
with this duplicate, a course which I believe to be necessary to secure the release of Mr. 
Hatch." 

On the same day I addressed a note to Senator Ferry, transmitting to him *^ a certified copy 
of the instructions to Mr. Raymond H. Perry, United States commercial agent at San Do- 
mingo, dated January 12, 1H70, respecting the imprisonment of Mr. Davis Hatch," which 
I have already read. 

On the 8th of February, Mr. Perry wrote from San Domingo 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. About what time was that received 7 — A. I can hardly tell you that. The steamers 
leave, here, I think, once a month ; they sail from here about the 5th of the month, and from 
there about the 19th ; and the tiip takes from six to eight days. This dispatch, therefore, 
although dated the 8th of February, probably left San Domingo about the 19th, and was re- 
ceived here about the 28th of February. In this Mr. Perry acknowledges the receipt of the 
department's ** communications of January 7, October 28, December 11." There was a 
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paokftge of dispatches sent to New York, which were to have g^one in one trip of the l^bee, 
which, hy some miscarriagfe, iaj over, and they were returned to the department and sent hj 
a subsequent steamer. 

**Toar communications of January 7, October 28, December 11, January 15, and January 
13, arrived by the Tybee on the 5th of this month. She leaves for New York to-morrow at 
7 a. m. The communications relating to Davis Hatch, now confined at Azua, have been 
attended to. I wrote M. M. Gautier, the secretary of state, and he replied in a very unsat- 
isfactory manner; a copy of botli communications I inclose to you. He also sent a copy of 
the process against Hatch, but it arrived too late this eveninj^ for me to send a translation 
by this mail. I have requested the release of Mr. Hatch sisveral times since my arrival, and 
the government promisea to comply with my request, but they have kept their word no bet- 
ter in this matter than in many others." 

Inclosed in that was a copy of Mr. Perry's note to Mr. Gautier, dated San Domingo City, 
February 5, 1870, in these words : 

"Sir: I have several times verbally requested the release of Mr. Hatch, the American 
citizen now confined at Azua. I have this day received a communication from the Depart- 
ment of State at Washington (a copy of which I inclose to you) in regard to this matter, and 
it requests me to use my efforts to obtain his release. I am also ordered to send to Wash- 
ington by the fir^t opportunity a copy of the process against him. Will yon famish me with 
it 7 I must reply to the communication I have received by the steamer Tybee. Will yon 
please inform me at once what your intentions are in regard to Mr. Davis Hatch 1" 

It also inclosed Mr. Gautier's reply to Mr. Perry, dated San Domingo, February 8, 1870, 
in these words : 

"Sir: I have received your communication of the 5th instant, in answer to which I in- 
close the process concerning the cause of Mr. Davis Hatch. At the same time I must inform 
you that the government will occupy itself about the solicitude which you have shown in 
regard to the said Mr. Hatch ; said solicitude has not been resolved of ere this on account of 
the reasons which we have explained to you in different times. 

'*I take this opportunity to renew the sentiments of my most distinguished considera- 
tion." 

Q. That is a translation of the original Spanish, I suppose 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. PleSase explain what is tlie paper headed " Communication from Mr. Felix M. Del- 
monte " at the end of the Senate pnnted Executive Document No. 54. It does not appear to 
be dated. — A. I have the original here in Spanish. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Have you the original Spanish of the dispatch ffom Mr. Gautier to Mr. Perry ? — A. I 
am not sure. I directed the chief clerk to put up all the papers indicated in the letter which 
I received from the committee, but I have not yet had time to look over the bundle of docu- 
ments very carefully. 

By Mr. Ferhy : 

Q. I supposed, on perusal of the paper to which I called your attention, that it was some- 
thing that must have appeared in a newspaper 7 — A. No, it is a paper of Mr. Delmontecom- 
miinicated in that way. The instructions were to translate all of it relating to the loan and 
to the Davis Hatch case. There is a little newspaper buncombe at the beginning of it, I 
believe, about Baez, but all that related to Davis Hatch and to the loan was directed to be 
translated, and was communicated to the Senate, and that is the document referred to. Here 
is the original of it, (producing a paper.) 

By Mr. Schuhz : 

Q. Is this original signed? — A. Yes, sir; the letter transmitting the communication is 
signed ** Felix Ma. Delmonte." 

Q. Is it a newspaper article that he communicates 7 — A. It is a comment on newspaper 
articles. I see from the memorandum of the chief clerk that **Mr. Perry's dispatches 
n umbered fi^ ^l^i ^V*^ ^ «.TO^i|ppn«ftfl to be at the Senate Chamber, having been sent to the 
Comnuttee on Foreign jteKations." We sent the orginals of several papers to Mr. Sumner. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Before proceeding with that matter, I wish to ascertain more clearly something in 
respect to Mr. Gantlet's note to Mr. Perry, dated February 8, 1870. Did the original of 
that note from Mr. Gautier come to you 7 — A. No, sir ; not the original. 

Q. A translation 7 — A. A translation. Whether a copy was sent in the original Spanish 
or a translation made by Mr. Perry, I do not now remember. 

Q. Are you quite sure that a translation was sent by Mr. Perry?— A. I am sure that 
either a copy of the original Spanish or a translation was sent by Mr. Perry. 

(Mr. Perry states that the original of the note referred to, froin M. Gautier to himself. 
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d«ted Febrnarj 8, 1670, wm not sent to the Seeretwrj of Skate of the United States, bat a 
tranelation was sent, which traaalatioB was made by the chief cleric in the Bank of San 
Domingo.) 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. I will now come back, Mr. Fish, to the communication from Mr. Felix Delmonte, 
without date and without siffnatnre, in the printed document. — ^A. The letter communi- 
catiog it is signed bj Mr. Delmonte. What is printed is simply an extract from the paper 
which accompanied his letter. I should like to have Senator Scnurz translate Mr. Delmonte*s 
letter accompanying the communication that is printed, which letter I have here in the orig- 
inal Spanish. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. This letter is addressed, '* Highly respected General." To whom is it addressed 7 — 
A. My impression Is that it was addressed to General Babcock, but it is not apparently 
addressed to any one. 

Mr. Schurz translated the letter as follows : 

** Santo Domingo, February 8, 1870. 

'* Highly RESPECTED General: Haying seen the calumnies spread by several articles 
of the opposition, which our common friend. General Cazneau has toe kindness to show me, 
I have written this article which is pretty long, but truthful. It concerns the truthfulness of 
facts proved by documents. I desire to write it out in a clean hand, but our friend had not 
time to wait for it. I beg you to have the kindness to translate it in order to send it to the 
principal newspapers so that the calumnies can be controverted by the truth. 

" If you consider it too long, I beg you to have the kindness to condense it. 

'* Public opinion here is unanimous, and it will one of these days have expressed the na- 
tional desire. I will ask you to increase your activity in order to promote the general under- 
standing and acceptation of so vital a question. 

" I believe that the President has written to his excellency President Grant, the day on 
which the whole country will have manifested its desire to belong to the Union. 

" I wish you may have a good trip, and give my affectionate regards to the worthy gen- 
erals, Ingalls and Sackett, and accept the expression of my distinguished consideration with 
which I subscribe myself, &c., 

** FELIX MA. DELMONTE." 

By Mr. Ferkt: 

Q. That letter accompanied the paper which is at the end of the printed document? — ^A. 
Yet, sir. 

By Mr. HOWARD : 
Q. Did that letter inclose the document 7— A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 
Q. That is supposed to be addressed to General Babcock f — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Did General Babcock give it to you 7 — A. I think General Babcock'sent it to me. He 
was in the habit of sending to the State Department all papers relating to this matter. I do 
not see on the face of it any indication whence it came ; but from his general communica- 
tions with the department, I infer from the tenor of the letter that it must have conre in that 
way. When the call of the Senate came in February last for information in regard to Davis 
Hatch, I ordered a translation of all that portion of it which related to Davis Hatch or the 
loan, and the translation which you see in the printed document is an extract from that 
article. 

Q. Felix Delmonte is the Dominican minister of justice, I believe 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Part of his communication is printed in Executive Document No. 54, part l.*-A.. The 
translation of all that part of the document which related to the case of Davis Hatch and to 
the loan. The rest was apparently newspaper buncombe. This primed communication. 
Senate Executive Document No. 54, brings down all the correspondence to its date, ^nd 
with the exception of those dispatches which we could not find this afternoon in the depart- 
ment, and the numbers of whicn I have stated to you from Mr. Chew's memorandum as hav- 
ing been already sent to the Senate, I have the subsequent correspondence. The next thing 
we received from Mr. Perry was a telegram 

By Mr. Williams : 

Q. Before proceeding to that, can you state why these particular documents were sent to 
the Senate and others omitted f — A. I cannot speak positively, but I imas^ine that those I 
did not send in answer to this call related more particularly to the negotiation of the treaty. 

Q. Were they specifically called for by anybody? — A. I presume they were called for by Mr. 
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Somner. He called for the correjpondenoe on certain particular points, and we selected, 
therefore, all that related to the qaestions to which he directed onr attention* I have now 

?'one through the printed document. After that the next thing we received was a telegram 
rom Mr. Perry : 

*'SAif Domingo, February 20, 1970. 

"Voting has commenced with much enthusiasm. Returns from the interior and the vote 
in this city yesterday, February 19, was unanimous for annexation. Everything very quiet 
and favorable. 

"RAYMOND H. PERRY.*' 

The next is an unofficial communication from Mr. Perry, addressed to me, dated Febru- 
ary W. I do not suppose the committee want that. 

Mr. ScHURZ. Lpt us have it, if there is no objection. 

The Witness. This letter, which is marked *' unofficial," is dated "San Domingo, Feb- 
ruary 20, 1870, sign^ed by Raymond H. Perry," and addressed to me. In it he says : 

"During my official duties at this place I have come in contact with Mr. .Caznean and 
Mr. Fabeus, who are acting in connection with General Babcock. The former represents 
himself as the special and confidential agent of the government, and makes his boast that be 
is in direct communication with the President of the United States. The letters he receives 
from the Executive Mansion he uses as capital for himself and friends. I found it necessary 
to tell this man in the presence of President Baez and bis cabinet, that he was a trickster and 
a dishonest man ; and I have, since this little affair, upon the 18th of thi.s mouth, occurred, 
been assured by the President and his cabinet that they think I am very near the truth in 
my remarks, and that I have their entire respect and coufi lence. I do not wi^h to trouble 
you with any of my private affairs, but when such men as I have mentioned are in corres- 
pondence with the departments, it is time my government should be informed of their char- 
acter. Referring to my official letters, 
"lam, &c." 

Then there is from Mr. Perry a dispatch of February 8, containing a translation of Mr. 
Gautier's letter in respect to which yon asked for the original. ^ 

The next is Mr. Perry's dispatch of 12th March, as follows : 

" Commercial Agency op the United States op Amfrica, 

''San Domingo CUy, March 12, 1870. 

'* Sir : In farther compliance with your copg^munication of January 12, No. 6, 1 have again 
requested the release of Mr. Davis Hatch, until now confined at Azua. I have been prom- 
ised so many times bis release, that my last communications may appear somewhat sharp or 
abrupt. I inclose a copy of them, written on the 8th and 9th of March, 1870; and the reply 
from M. M. Gautier, secretary of state. The government of San Domingo has given me 
no satisfactory answer, so I referred the matter to Admiral Poor, who is at this purt. He 
demanded his release yesterday, the lltb, and an order from this g^overnment has been for- 
warded to Azua for bis surrender to this consulate, in order that lie may take passage on 
the Spanish steamer, via Havana, for New York, which steamer will probably leave here 
on the 20th of this month. 

" I have written the circumstances connected with the confinement of Mr. Hatch, in mv 
last communication to your department ; they may be traced back several years. I thinK 
it unnecessary for me to repeat them, as this question is settled. Hoping that my action will 
prove satisfactory to the department, 

** I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"RAYMOND H. PERRY, 

" United States CommereitU Agent, 
"Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State, Washington, D, C," 
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By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. What dispatch does he refer to in which he had explained the circumstances of Mr. 
Hatch's case? — A. He says, " in my last communication to your department." This dis- 
patch is No. 10. No. 9 is one of those which are not now in the department, but with the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

[Mr. Perry sjating that he had bis original dispatch-book, containing dispatch No. 9, was 
asked to read it, and did read it as follows : 

" Up to the date of my last communication. No. 8, political matters were as I stated them. 
Since then they have taken a sudden change'; reports of elections and pronunciamientos 
coming in from all parts of the island. An election was held in this city yesterday, the 19th 
of February. Seven hundred votes were taken, and the President, Baez, informs me with 
but one opposing vote. The cause for this sudden change, since my last communication, is 
that President Baez has been very slow and timid. The people have been anxious for the 
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step to be taken. The protection and time allowed to President Baez for this step is pow- 

inp short. H the Unit ed States shi i '^"-^ * - — '^ — '^ — " "-'^ '*" ' 

ibis goveramenj 
"expn 



Everything: at present is working very favorably. Cabral has left the frontier of this gov- 
ernment and every thine is qaiet The United States steamer Swatara, present commander 
W. W. Allen, arrived the 19th from New York. I received copies of teleerams from Havana 
between the Department of State at Washington and American consm Hall. Have not 
heard of or from Admiral Poor since he left Key West for Port an Prince. We think he is 
at the latter place. 

** Please find inclosed lato San Domingo papers, relating to the annexation; inclosed 
commanication relating to Hatoh, and situation of island, from M. M. Gantier."] 

Mr. SCHURZ (to Mr. Fish :) 

Q. Have you that inclosure, the communication from Gantier ? — A. It must be with No 
9. I think, however, the reference in the dispatch which I read is probably to No. 8, which 
I see has reference to something in regard to Mr. Hatoh. Part of No. 8 is printed. 

Q. Will yon please read the whole of that dispatch ? — A. It is as follows : 

" San Domingo City, February 8, 1870. 

**SiR: Your communications of January 7, October 28, December 11, January 15, and 
January 12, arrived by the Tybee on the 5th of this month. She leaves for New York to- 
monow at 7 a. ni. The communications relating to Davis Hatch, now confined at Azua, 
have been attended to. I wrote M. M. Gantier, the secretary of state, and he replied in a 
very unsatisfactory manner ; a copy of both communications I inclose to you. He also 
sent a copy of the process against Hatch, but it arrived too late this evening for me to send 
a translation by this mail. I have requested the release of Mr. Hatch several times since 
my arrival, and the government promised to comply with my request; but they have kept 
their word no better in this matter than in many others. 

*' I do not like to express my own opinion too freely, and would not but from a sense of 
duty. Cazneau and Fabens have used their influence to keep him where he is for certain 
selfish and financial reasons known to themselves, and President Baez is only too willing 
to be influenced by them. These two men are the individuals of whom I have previously 
hinted as being connected with General Babcock in his negotiations for Samaoa Bay, &.c. 
Tbey receive private letters from the Executive Mansion at Washington which they display 
We. President Baez has intimated to Captain Bunco (of the Nautasket) and my8elf that 
be will not have an election taken for annexation until after our government has acted upon 
tbis matter, a nd daily rpmar^y f* »>»^«^ th** UnitfX^ s^fttl^>«^^go¥«H^me ^t has not kept its promisei^ 
|ng(mfl mm of war fctLiheir coast. He seems very timid and lacks ener^ryf '^"' ""^ ' 

'^ write thus plainly 15ecause I~do not think the Dominican government is acting honora- 
bly in this matter, and it is time the department knew how matters stand. I have thought 
what I have now written for some time, but I supposed it was perhaps prejudice. 

"Since the return of the Nantasket from Azua, where she went with President Baez and 
several of his cabinet, I have had an interview with Captain Bunco, and he is of the same 
opinion as myself in regard to matters here, and told me be should express himself thus to 
toe Navy Department 

"I inclose quarterly returns and will forward quarterly accounts by next mail. 
*'I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

** RAYMOND H. PERRY, 
** VniUd States Commercial Agent.^^ 

The next is a dispatch, No. 11, from Mr. Perry, dated March 11^ 1870. It relates entirely 
to commercial matters connected with his oflSice, and has nothing to do with the case of Davis 
Hatch or political matters in San Domingo. 

His dispatch. No. 12, was dated March 12, and is as follows : 

** Commercial Agency of the United States op America, 

''San Domingo CUy, March 12. 1870. 

" Hon. Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State, Washington, D. C. : 

"I sent you a telegram by Spanish steamer, via Havana, informing the department that 
Toting for annexation to the United States had commenced with much enthusiasm. The 
Toting in all parts of the island is unanimous; there remains but one plac^e to be heard from, 
that is Puerto Plata, and President Baez informed me this evening that he had unofficial 
information from that place that the majority for annexation was very strong. 

'*The Severn lies at this port ; the Swatara left for Samana the 9th ; the Nantasket goes 
to Puerto Plata to-morrow, the 13th; the Yantic lies in the river at this city. Admit al 
Poor, on board the Severn, is expected to remain at this port for some time. Everything 
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Yei7 oaiet at present tbrong^bont the country. There was m mmor, a few days sineef thift 
Cabral was assembling some men on the Hajtien border ; bat his attempts are futile 
'* There is a French man-of-war reported at Samana Bay. 
" I am, Bir, very respectfully, your obedient serrant, 

•* RAYMOND H. PEBBY, 
*< United SiaiBS C&mmereiai AgmU" 

Accompanying^ this letter, and on the same sheet with it, was the following, marked 
'* unofficial and private : *' 
"To Hon. Hamilton Fish, Stcrdaryof State, Washington, D, C: 

*'SiR: There is at times much excitement in this city, as the opposition to annexation is 
strong^er here than any part of the island. There was a well-organized plan a few nights 
since to get possession of the arsenal, rob the treasury, and assassinate the rresident, (Baez.) 
Many of the leaders were arrested, and are now confined ; some of them officers ; two are 
generals in the Dominican army. This may be of little importance ; but it was of suffident 
importance for the president and members of his cabinet to request me not to write it to mj 
government. I only know my duty, and that is to keep nothing secret from my govern- 
ment. 

"I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"RAYMOND H. PERRY, 
** United Statee Commercial A feat," 

S^There is also accompanying this same dispatch a note to' Mr. Perry from Mr. Gautier, as 
follows : 

["Copy and trandatirai.] 

'* San Domingo, March 12, 1870. 

'* My DEAii SIR : It is with feelings of satisfaction that I inform you the acts of the voting 
throughout the interior has been received, except Puerto Plata, and they manifest the desire 
to become part of the great republic of the United States. 

"The acts at Puerto Plata will soon be ascertained, and are coming now. The result of 
the votes will be speedily communicated to the United States. 
"I am, with much consideration, 

"M. M. GAUTIER. 
"Raymond Perry, Esq." 

There is also accompanying it a newspaper, (£1 Boetin Oficial,) " with important speeches 
of members of the cabinet, generals," &,q., in Spanish. 

The next dispatch. No. 13, was dated March 12, addressed by Mr. Perry to me, and is as 
follows : 

"Commercial Agency of the United States of America, 

" San Domingo City, March 12, 1810. 

" Sir: Not being in my usual good health, and desiring to take my family to the States, 
I ask for a leave of absence, to bo taken at any time from now and by the tint of June. I 
will leave a thoroughlv responsible gentleman in charg^e of my consular duties. I take a 
great interest and pride in sustaining the reputation ot a good servant to my government, 
and were it not for existing circumstances I would not ask permission to visit the North at 
present. 

" I trust my request will receive a satisfactory reply. 
" I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

" RAYMOND H. PERRY, 
" United Statts Commercial Agent* 
" Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

" Secretary of StaU, IVaskington, D, C." 

No. 14 was dated March 17, and is as follows : 

"Commercial Agency of the United States of America, 

" San Domingo City, March 17, 1870. 

" Sir : The Yantic sails for Havana with returns of the election for annexation, Ac 
Referring to my communications to the department, forwardod per [Steamer Tybee, of 
the 12th instant, numbered 11, 12, and 13, I have now to inform you that Mr. Davis Hatch 
has been delivered to this consulate this day, and sails on the Yantic for Havana this eve- 
ning by order of Admiral Poor. I also inclose a translated copy of the charges preferred 
against Mr. Hatch. 
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** I beg to call the attention of the department to my application for leave of absence, if 
compatible with my duties, in order that I may visit Washiiig^ton. 
** I am, sir, verv respectfallj, your obedient servant, 

•; RAYMOND H. PERRY, 
'* United States Commercial Agent, 
** Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

'* Secretary of State, Washington, D. C." 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Is the inclosure containing the charges against Mr. Hatch there 7 — A. I have that doc- 
ument here. 
The document is as follows : 

[Coat of arms of the Dominican Bepahllc] 

"VALENTIN RAMIREZ BAEZ, GENERAL OP DIVISION AND DELEGATE OF THE GOVERN- 
MENT IN THE PROVINCE OF AZUA, NUMBER 13*24. 

** AzuA, August 30, 1869. 

"Citizen: According to what is learned from the proceedings initiated in conseqaence 
of the occnpation of Barahona by the government troops, relative to the deeds committed in 
said place during the permanence of the rebel party, Mr. Davis Hatch, a foreigner, is found 
culpable of participation with said faction against the legitimate government. In consequence 
thereof his imprisonment has been ordered, and he actually finds himself on board the 
schooner of war Alta Gracia as such. Therefore, without farther delay, you will attend to the 
preparatory proceedings against such gentleman, in order to continue them, and to bring 
to an illustration bis deeds ; and to that effect you will summon the following citizens to de- 
clare, viz : Elias Ramirez, Francisco Ferrera, Santiago Talavera, and all others who might 
declare against said Hatch. God and liberty. 

"V. RAMIREZ BAEZ. 

" Citizen Commander of Arms at Azua. 
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** In the city Compostela de Azua, on the 13th day of August of the year 1869, the twenty- 
sixth of our independence, seventh of the restauration, and second of the regeneration, it 
being 12 m. We, Jos^ Maria Rodriguez, army general and commandant of arms of this 
city, assisted by our secretary, and fully installed in our ofifice, and having at sight the 
official note of the citizen general and delegate of the government in this province, bearing 
date of the 30th of the present months No. 1324, in which it is ordered that legal proceedings 
s&oald be initiated against the foreigner, Davis Hatch, for being culpable of participutiou 
with the faction against the legitimate government in the process formed for the inquiry of 
the deeds which took place in the town of Barahona, in consequence thereof, we initiate 
the present verbal process, and do ordain, by means of summons, the presence of the follow- 
ing citizens : Elias Ramirez, Francisco Ferrera, Santiago 'J alavera, and Guillermo de la 
Paz, that they might be questioned. So it was ordered and signed by the general com- 
mander of arms and his secretary, who certifies. 

'» JOSE MARIA RODRIGUEZ, 
**GALO MONZON, Secretary. 

"On the same date, a man appealed, whose name will be hereafter stated, and afker being 
sworn, was asked for bis name and surname, age, civil standing, profession, and place of 
residence. He answered that his name was Santiago Talavera ; of thirty-six years of age ; 
a bachelor ; a merchant ; a resident of the town of Barahona, and accidentally in this city. 
*' Asked : What information can you give us of the conduct observed by Mr. Davis Hatch 
during the permanence of the faction in the town of Barahona? —Answered: That all he 
can say respecting the question made him is, that all the resources brought to the faction 
from abroad were deposited in Mr. Hatch's house, and that, moreover, he had seen several 
times that, from the ammunitions of war which were deposited in another house by the faction, 
powder and lead were taken to Mr. Hatch's, and there manufactured into cartridges. He 
moreover stated that when the commandant of arms and the administrator had to make 
a payment, they drew a bill in favor of the creditor, which was paid by the aforesaid Hatch, 
and that is all he knows and can declare on the oath he had given. And after having read 
him his declaration, he said he was satisfied, and signed with us, the commandant of arms 
and the secretary, who certifies. 

" SANTIAGO TALAVERA. 

** JOSlS MARIA RODRIGUEZ. 

•* GALO MONZON, Secretary, 
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"Immediately after, we had another man appear, whose name we shall hereafter state, and 
his oath being taken, wasTquestioued in the following manner : 

** Asked: His name and snmame, age, civil standing, profession, and place of residence, 
the number of the battalion, company, and regiment, and if he were in any way a relative 
to Mr. Davis Hatch. — ^Answered : That his name was Francisco Ferrero ; of sixteen years 
of age ; a single man ; a farmer by trade ; domiciliated in Barahona, and a resident of a place 
call3 Juan Estevan ; that he belonged to no corps, nor was he in any way related to the 
aforesaid Hatch. 

" Asked : What knowledge have you of the conduct observed by Mr. Davis Hatch during 
the permanence of the faction in the town of Barahona ? — Answered : That while the rebels 
occupied Barahona, he observed that the goods and flour brought them from abroad were 
deposited in the house of Mr. Davis Hatch, and from where clotbinff was taken out to be di- 
vioed among the troops, as was also flour, in order to make bread, he not knowing the cause 
of such proceedings. 

" Ajsked : Do youjknow whether Mr. Davis Hatch's home served also as a deposit of arms or 
ammunitions of war to the insurgents 7 — Answered : That the armament was kept in a dif- 
ferent house ; and that from there quantities of powder and lead were taken to the house of 
Mr. Davis Hatch, where they were manufactured into cartridges. That was all he knew 
and could say on the oath he had taken. j- 

" And after having read him his declaration, he said he was satisfied, not signing it, for 
not knowing how to write, we doing it in his stead, the commandant of arms and the secre- 
tary, who certifies. 

" JOSfi MAEIA RODRIGUEZ. 
"GALO MONZON, Secretary. 

*Mmmediately after, a man was made to appear, and whose name will be hereafter stated, 
and having been taken on oath was questioned as follows : 

** Asked : His name and surname, age, civil position, profession, and residence, number 
of battalion, company, and regiment. — Answered : That his name was Guillermo de la Paz ; 
nineteen years of age ; a single man ; and by tiade a farmer ; domiciled in Barahona, and 
a resident in the place called Caballero ; soldier of the Cachon company. 

'* Asked : What do you know of the conduct observed by Mr. Davis Hatch during the 
permanence of the rebels in Barahona ? — Answered : That all he knows respecting the 

Suestion made him is, that all the goods brought from abroad for the insurgents, such as 
our, rice, hats, and dry goods, were all deposited in the house of Mr. Davis Hatch, and 
from there taken as they were needed. 

'* Asked: Where did the insurgents deposit their arms and ammunitions of war?— 
Answered : That the muskets and lead were kept in the house of Mr. Agustin Cambier, and 
that the powder, brought in barrels, was at the house of Mr. Davis Hatch, after having 
been brought from the place where were to be found the muskets and lead, which operation 
was done in order to manufacture cartridges, as it was customary to see the ammunitiun 
already prepared taken from the house of the above mentioned Hatch. That all he had de- 
clared was nothing but the truth in accordance with the oath taken. 

**And after this declaration was read to him he stated that he was satisfied, and as he could 
not sign it, for being unable to write, we did so for him, the commandant of arms and the 
secretary, who certifies. 

**JOSfi MARIA RODRIGUEZ. 
** GALO MONZON, Secretary. 

"In the city of Augusta, on the 2d day of the month of September, of the year 1869, 
twenty sixth of the independence, seventh of the restauration, and second of the regenera- 
tion, at 12 m., we, Jos6 Maria Rodriguez, commanding general of arms of this city, assisted 
by our secretary, and fully installed in our office, a man appeared, whose name we shall 
hereafter state, and who, having been taken on oath, was questioned in the following 
manner : 

** Asked : His name and surname, age, civil standing, profession, domicil, military degree, 
number of battalion, company, and regiment, and if he was in any way according to law 
related to Mr. Davis Hatch ? — Answered : That he is named Ellas Ramirez, of thirty-eight 
years of age, a single man, a breeder of cattle by trade, domiciliated in the town of Barahona ; ^ 
that he is not a military man, and that he is in no way connected with the gentleman ' 
alluded to in the question just made him. 

" Asked : What knowledge have you of the conduct observed by Mr. Davis Hatch during 
the permanence of the insurgents in the town of Barahona ? — Answered : That all be knows 
Is that Mr. Hatch's house was the place where General Cabral made it a custom to lodge at, 
and that he knows, moreover, that from there the insurgent troops were provided with 
goods. 

" Asked : Do you know which was the deposit of arms and ammunitions of war of the insur- 
gents ? — Answered: That one day when he was conveyed a prisoner to a place called Rincon, 
saw a convoy with ammunitions of war leaving the house of Agustin Cambier, with direc- 
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tion to tbo same place where he was taken as a prisoner, and that after he arriyed there he 
heard say that cartridges were manufactured at the house of Mr. Davis Hatch. That that 
was all he knew and could say on the oath he had given. 

*' And after this declaration was read him, he expressed his satisfaction, signing with us the 
commander of arms and the secretary, who certines. 

<*£LIAS RAMIREZ. 

"JOSfi MARIA RODRIGUEZ. 

'* GALO MONZON, Secretary. 

" Under same date a man appeared, whose name we shall hereafter state, who, after having 
heen sworn, was questioned in the following manner : 

** Asked : His name and surname, age, civil standing, profession and domicile, and if he 
was in any way connected by law to Mr. Davis Hatch ? — Answered : His name was Sin- 
foroso Batista ; thirty -four years of age ; a single man ; a merchant by trade ; domiciled in 
Barahona ; and that he was in no way connected with Mr. Davis Hatch. 

" Asked : What do you know respecting the conduct observed by Mr. Davis Hatch during 
the stay of the rebels in the town of JBarahonat — Answered : That when the rebels arrived 
at said place, several rebel chiefs lodged themselves in the house of Mr. Hatch, and that 
when they received ammunitions of war, su(^ as goods and provisions, these were deposited 
in the said house, though the powder and iXkd were deposited in another house and from 
there brought to that of Mr. Davis Hatch, in order that they might be manufactured into 
cartridges. That that was all he knew and could say on the oath he had taken. 

** And after this declaration was read him, he expressed himself satisfied, signing with us, 
the general commander of arms and secretary, who certifies. 

" SINFOROSO BATISTA. 

*• JOSfi MARIA RODRIGUEZ. 

" GALO MONZON, Secretary. 

"In the city of Azua, on the 3d day of September, in the year 1869, twenty-sixth of the in- 
dependence, seventh of the restauration, and second of the regeneration, at 12 m., before us, 
Jo86 Maria Rodriguez, general commander of this city, assisted by our secretary and duly 
installed in our office, a man was made to appear, whose name we shall hereafter state, and 
who was questioned as to the following : 

"Asked: His name and surname, age, civil standing, profession, and residence. — An- 
swered : His name is Davis Hatch, of fiftv-six years of age ; married ; a merchant by trade ;, 
domiciliated and a resident in the town of Barahona. 

" Asked : By what motives do you find yourself arrested, or do you presume that you 
sre ?— Answered : That he ignores the motives of his detention, and inasmuch that he had 
not been warned of it. 

" Asked : The motive of your arrest being the partiality shown to, and your connivance 
with, the rebels during their permanence or stay in Barahona, tell us what reasons induced 
yon to lend your aid to the faction ? — Answered : That he has been impartial to both par- 
ties, protecting neither. 

".Asked : How could you have been impartial to both parties, when by several declarations 
received at this office we see that your house of habitation was a place where the faction de- 
posited their merchandise and provisions, as well as were cartridges manufactured for 
the war ? — Answered : That when the steamer Telegrafo arrived, he particularly invited his 
friends, Messrs. Yalverdo, Pujol, and Curiel, to lodge in his house ; out that, after this had 
taken place, the remaining chiefs took possession of his house, doing as they pleased, making 
Qse of its interior apartments as well as of its accessories ; that he could not prevent it 
because, though it was done against his will, yet he had no power to compel them to act 
otherwise ; and that in consequence he protested against them, which protest resulted in a 
disagreement between his three friends and General Marcos Aden, ana from which cause 
the latter abandoned that place ; that after that event all his troops retired, as did also the 
aforementioned Yalverde, Curiel, and Pujol. 

"Asked : There is a witness who declares that when the commander of arms, or the rebel 
administrator, desired to make a payment, the order was delivered to an individual, and it 
was paid by you ; what can you answer to this^ — Answered: That what has been asked 
him is false ; that he had never honored such orders, nor received any kind of drafts from 
the faction ; and that the truth is, that sometimes individuals with whom he carried on the 
mahogany business would present themselves with a promissory note, which they had re- 
ceived from the insurgeats, and as a matter purely commercial, and in order to favor his 
enstomers in mahogany, he did accept said notes at a discount. 

"Asked : In what sense did the chiefs of the insurgents issue their notes 7 — Answered : 
That said notes expressed. the object taken from the individual, as well as the sum of its 
value and its inversion among the troops. 

"Asked : Did you recognize as legitimate the government of the authorities that issued 
I said notes ? — Answered : That he had accepted those chiefs not as government but as an- 
I thorities, and that under this consideration he had no difficulty in trading, particularly with 
bii mahogany customers ; that as he had seen six revolutions and equal changes of gov- 
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ernment in four years, more or less, and the present one beings for more tban three months, 
occupying in qniet possession a fipreat extent of territory as that from Petit Froa to fian 
Juan, receiving constantly means from abroad as well as via San Jiian, and not receiving 
any news from or about the government, he believed it to be a settled question, and for 
that reason considered those chiefs as authorities, as he had before stated 

** Asked : What kind of money did the notes you negotiated express 1 — Answered : That 
they were issued for hard money. 

** Asked : Against which treasury were they drawn 7 — Answered : Against none, that they 
were simple promissory notes. 

"Askea : As a stranger, and observing such conduct, did you not consider you would com- 
promise yourself with the government 7 — Answered : That as he had acted in a similar man- 
ner during the revolution that brought about the fall of Cabral, he never thought he could 
incur in any trouble whatever in the present one, when his posterior negotiations with Gen- 
erals Tomas Sep^lveda alia» Lane, and Antonio Cuello alias Bias, were accepted by €ren- 
eral Valentine Ramirez Baez himself. 

**In this manner the proceedings were suspended, in order to be continued aflerward, if 
necessary, and after his declaration was read to him, he expressed himself satisfied, and 
would sign it, notwithstanding the absence of his consul, it being a necessary requisite to 
declare a settlement, according to the treaty existing between the Dominican government 
and the American nation, to which he belongs, reserving the rights that said treaty might 
concede him. 

•* DAVIS HATCH. 

"JOSfi MARIA RODRIGUEZ. 

"GALO MONZON, Secretary. 

*^ Procedure, 

"Having received all the declarations necessary for the initiation of the present process, 
consisting of eight written pages, we closed this that it might be sent to the citizen general 
and delegate of the government in this province, to attend to the different acts that may 
hereafter take place. Thus it was ordered and signed by the general commandant of arms 
and the secretary, who certifies. ' 

**JOSfi MARIA RODRIGUEZ. 
*'GALO MONZON, Secretary, 

**I, the undersigned, secretary, certify that I have, on this date, delivered to the citizen 
general and delegate of the government in this province the aforesaid process. 

"GALO MONZON, 

^^Sea'etary, 
** AZL A, September 3, 1869. 

" Procedure, 

"Having perused and examined the aforesaid process against Mr. Davis Hatch, per- 
mitted to pass the same to the citizen the minister of war, that he may act in accordance to 

lour 

"VALENTINE RAMIREZ BAEZ. 
"FELIX MARTINEZ, Secretary, 
''Azv A, September 7, 1869, 

"There is a seal, on which is stamped "God, country, and liberty." 

* * No. 1 026. * * Dominican Republic, 

" Secretary op State's Office for War and Navy, 

*' San DomingOy September 14, 1869. 

" Citizen : Annexed you will find a process initiated by the citizen commandant of arms 
of Azua against Mr. Davis Hatch who finds himself arrested in this city, and having been 
remitted with the aforesaid process by General Valentine Ramirez Baez, delegate of the 
government in the province of Azua, with the object that Mr. Davis Hatch, as an American 
citizen, may declare before his consul. So you will proceed, assisted by your secretary, in 
the capacity of instructing judge adinterim^ that his declaration might be taken at 7 o'cIocIk 
in the morning of the Htn of the present month, and advise bis consul of the same before 
declaring, if be desires to be present to the act. After the declaration having been talsen, 

JfOVL will remit it to this office, with the proceedings, so as to act accordingly. God and 
iberty. 

" The Minister of War JOSfi HUNGRIA. 
" Citizen Commander op Arms of San Domingo. 
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'* Having received the aforesaid dispatch from the citizen minister of war, be it fulfilled 
according to the order of said authority, advising the American Consul to that effect so that 
be may be present to the declaration of Mr. Hatch, if he desires it. So it was ordered by 
the citizen commander of arms of this cihr, in his capacity as instructing judge ad interim^ 
before me, the secretary ad hoc who certifies. 

**M. LOVELACE. 

**J. M. GONZALEZ. 

« 

"Immediately, and in accordance to the aforestated order, the American consul was ad 
vised of the same. 

•*M. LOVELACE, 

** Secretary, 

"To-day, the 16th of September, 1869. In virtue of the dispatch from the citizen minis- 
ter of war, dated 14th of the present month, under No. 1026, accompanying the proceedings 
initiated in the province of Azua against Mr. Davis Hatch, a resident of Barabona, express* 
ing the desire of said individual to amplify his declaration given at Azua, and it having been 
ordered that the consul of the United States of America be notified to that effect so that he 
might be present to the act, if he so deems it convenient, we, Juan de Mata Gonzalez, com- 
mander of arms of this capital, and assisted by the present secretary, tbe consul of the 
Uoited States of America having previously been advised to that effect, we compelled a 
man to appear before us in our office, free and without irons, and whose name and qualities 
we shall hereafter express : 

"Asked: His name and surname, age, profession, civil standing, place of birth and resi- 
dence. — Answered : Davis Hatch, of fifty-six years of age, a merchant by trade, and an 
agent of a society in the United States, married, born in the United States, a resident of Bar- 
ahona, and accidentally in this capital. 

"Asked : If he knew or presumed the motives of your arrest ? — Answered : No ; that he 
can only state a few of the answers given by him in the declaration taken at Azua. 

"Asked: Explain to us the reason why you were questioned at Azua on the 3d of the 
present month. — Answered : That he could state nothing more than what he had already 
said in his former declaration. * 

"Asked : What motives compelled you to manifest an open partiality in favor of a faction 
that wars against the principles of the only legitimate government in this republic, and 
which is recognized by your government and other powers? — Answered : That he had ever 
been neutral with the different governments without politically taking part in any, but as in 
Barahona there was no safer and larger house than his own, it was the reason why Gen- 
erals Pujol, Curiel; and Valverde selected it, through his invitation, at the arrival of the 
steamer Telegrafo at Barahona, and that General Cabral, when he visited the town, used to 
stop ttiere also. 

"Asked : How can you say that you are impartial, when we see by your declarations that 
you shielded with your name and with the immunity of a stranger, the property of the fac- 
tion, converting at the ^me time^ your house into an arsenal, wnere cartridges were manu- 
factured in order to hostilize the legitimately constituted government, and making it at the 
same time the headquarters of ihe rebel chiefs? — Answered : That in reality cartridges were 
manufactured in a shed situated in the yard of his house, though without his consent. 

"Asked : Whether the rebel chiefs ever drew on him for the merchandise and provisions 
foondinhis house? — Answered: No; that the administrator in the town, who they had 
sppointed, was the one who received the promissory notes and used to take the goods from 
his house. 

"Asked : Is your permanence in Barahona due to an accident, or was it the effect of the 
insistence on your part in obtaining it from our government through the respectable media- 
tion of your consul ? — Answered : No ; that was only his pending business in that town, and 
his responsibility with a company compelled him to be there in order to work the salt mines. 

" Asked : Whether the notes he negotiated were in hard money and against whicti treasury 
they were drawn ? — Answered : That they were drawn against no treasury whatever ; that 
they were bought by him for half their value more or less, and paid in merchandise, and 
that he received said notes with the hope of their being some day guaranteed to him, as 
happened in the case with General Tom^ Septilveda, alias, Lane. 

'* Asked : Whether General Tom^ Septilveda, or any other officer of the regenerating 
revolution of the year 1867, ever drew on him, or asked merchandise in order to sustain 
themselves ? — ^Answered : Never ; that whenever he gave them anything it was without 
notes. 

"Asked : If he had more to state ? — Answered : No ; that what he had already stated to- 
and in his former declaration was all he could say. Thus ended these proceedings 
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which were si^ed by the United States consnl, present, after thej were read to him bj ns, 
the commander of arms <»d interim^ and the undersigDed secretary ad hoc. 

*' JNO. S0MER8 SMITH, 

'* United States Commercial Agent. 

" J. M. GONZALEZ. 

"DAVIS HATCH. 

" MANUEL LOVELACE, Secretory. 

*' San Domingo, September 14, 1B69. 

'* The declaration of Mr. Davis Hatch being concluded, we ordered it to be annexed to the pro- 
cess and remitted with due formality, to the citizen minister of war. It was so ordered by 
the citizen commander of arms, in his capacity as instructing judge ad inierim, before me, 
the secretary ad hoe, who certifies. 

" J. M. GONZALEZ. 

"M. LOVELACE, Secretary. 

"Immediately, and in due form, was the process remitted to the citizen minister of war. 

* » M. LOVELACE, Secretary. 

'* There is a seal on which is stamped the following words : ' God, country, and liberty. ' 

"DOMINICAN REPUBLIC POLITICAL GOVERNOR'S OFFICE OF THE PROVINCE OP SAN 

DOMINGO. 

"In the city of San Domingo, on the 29th day of December, 1868, the twenty-fifth of the 
independence, sixth of the restauration, and second of the regeneration, before us, Gen- 
eral Damian Baez, civil and military governor of the capital and province ot San Domingo, 
accompanied by the citizen interpreter of this port^ and assisted by the undersigned secretary, 
we made a man appear, and after taking his oath, we questioned him as follows : 

'* Asked: His name and surname, age, civil standing, profession, place of residence, and 
whether he knew to read and write ? — Answered : That his name was William Home, of 
twenty-nine years of age, a single man and a sailor by trade, accidentally in this capital, 
knows how to read, and belongs to the crew of the English brig W. B. Torrett, lately firom 
Barahona. * 

"Asked : What do you know of the powder landed at Barahona, and brought by the Eng- 
lish brig W. B. Torrett? — Answered: That said vessel, when at St. Thomas, to be dis- 
patched for this port, he being the steward, the mate gave him a box, ten feet long, more or 
less, and about fourteen inches deep, and told him to deposit said box in the captain's cabin ; 
and he having asked what it contained, received no answer. That when they arrived to 
this port the vessel was visited by the custom-house officers, who found said box. That 
after the vessel left the port to load at Barahona, he saw the captain land in said place pro- 
visions, in three barrels, and be also saw him take from said box twelve cans of powder, and 
Mr. Davis Hatch six, which they landed, placing them in their pockets and bosoms. That for 
the second time he saw the captain take a straw basket, which he filled with cans of powder, 
which were also landed and taken, as the first eighteen, to the house of Mr. Davis Hatch, in 
Barahona. On the next day, being Sunday, he called the pilot and told him what had 
passed, and he answered him that he had observed nothing. 

** Asked : Who else, besides Mr. Hatch, bad interfered in the powder affair at Barahona 1 — 
Answered : That the only ones he saw interfere in this matter were the captain, Mr. Hatch, 
aad a boy belonging to the crew of the aforesaid English brig W. B. Torrett. 

*^ Asked: Have you anything more to declare respecting what took place at Barahona in 
reference to the powder and Mr. Hatch? — Answered: That after the powder was landed 
and taken to Mr. Hatch's house, he knew no more about it. 

** Asked : Have you anything further to declai-e after the arrival of the English brig W. B. 
Torrett to this port from that of Barahona?— Answered: He has nothing further to declare 
except, that after the pilot had landed the night before, he did not see him till about half-past 
three p. m. next day, and having met him, the first thing he was asked was, whether he 
had already declared, at the captain of the port's office, what he had told him respecting the 
powder landed at Barahona by the captain and Mr. Hatch, and taken to the latter's house ; 
to which he answered in the affirmative. Then the pilot asked him whether he had stated 
in the declaration that he (the pilot) also knew of the landing of said powder; to which he 
also answered in the affirmative ; and that moreover he had declared that he (the pilot) 
knew of the affair, as he had told him of it the day after the landing of the last lot ; that then 
the pilot told him that he ought not to have done so before his declaration had been given, 
as he might be punished for it. . 

* *Asked : What was the cause of your deserting your vessel ? — Answered : Because having 
claimed my salary from the captain, he told me tnat I had gained nothing, and I came on 
shore in search of a person to have my rights claimed. 
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** Asked : Have you anything farther to declare respecting the subject on which you are 
interrogated? — Answered: Nothing further. 

*' And, as we requested him to sign with us this declaration, he answered that he ignored 
the art of writing. Signed : 

"THE GOVERNOR. 

"It is a true copy according to the original, and which I certify. The Secretary, 

"P. M. GAIJTIER. 

"There is a seal on which are stamped the following words : * Qod, country, and liberty.' 



" Copy of the dispatch addressed hy the Minister of Foreign Affairs to the Minister of War and 

Navy: 

"Dominican Republic, 
"Secretary of State's Office for War and Navv, 

''San Domingo, September 20, 1869. 

" Citizen : In compliance with the desires manifested to me by your dispatch of the 14th 
day of the present month. No. 1028, 1 have the honor of inclosing you the copies of the cor- 
respondence held between this ministry and the United States commercial agent, and marked 
witn the letters A, B, C, D, the second and fourth being in the English language, with the 
Bwom translation of the interpreter of this port. From said correspondence you will deduce 
which were Mr. Hatch's motives in going to Barahona, and the particular reservations made 
on him. I avail myself of this opportunity to renovate to you the sentiments of my most dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

« M. M. GAUTIER, 
" Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
"Copied by me, the auxiliaiy officer of the ministry, 

" M. ARREDONDO. 



"[A.— Copy. J 

"No. 257.] Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

" San Domingo, AprU 6, 1868. 

"Mt Dear Sir : It is proved by documents that have been made public through the press 
that Mr. Davis Hatch, who calls himself a citizen of the United States, was complicated in 
an evident manner in the political affairs of the Dominicans, his partiality for the past ad- 
ministration and his hostility to the actual order of things being notorious. Under any 
other circumstances, and as long as it were only a matter of opinion, my government would 
have tolerated and even appeared indifferent to the conduct observed by an individual who 
sajB he belongs to a nation friendly to the republic, but, according to the treacherous plans 
which the Dominican emigrants propagate in the neighboring island Cura9ao, and of which 
the government has sufficient proofs, one of the places selected for their first operations was 
Barahona, where Mr. Hatch actually resided, and from whom they expected deficient per- 
sonal co-operation, and resources of a different kind. Mr. Hatch's antecedents grant the 
right to my government to immediately compel him to move his residence, but you being 
convinced of the spirit of justice that animates that of the United States, and which is to 
be common to its agents, we expect that you, being convinced of the right that assist our 
government, will be so kind as to intimate to Mr. Hatch his abandonment of the town 
of Baiahona, and coming to this city in the shortest possible time. My government, in 
taking this step, is with the laudable object of preventing that any other measure should 
be interpreted as contrary to the desire which it nas of maintaining intact the cordiality ex- 
isting between the Dominican Republic and that ofthe United States, and we hope that you 
will De persuaded of these sentiments. I avail myself of this opportunity in offering to you 
my respects and distinguished consideration. 

"M. M. GAUTIER. 

"To the Consul of the United States of America in this city. 

San Domingo, September 16, 1869. 
" A true copy : 

" The Chief Officer of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

" FEDERICO RAMIREZ." 
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*TB.— Acopy.] 

** United States Commercial Agenct, 

''San Domingo City, June 18, 1863. 

'* Sir : At th« earnest solicitation of Mr. Davis Hatch, I have the honor to request permis- 
sion from yonr goYemment that he may be allowed to return to Barahona. Mr. Hatch has 
pledged to me his word of honor that neither directly nor indirectly will he in any way in- 
terfere or meddle in the political affairs of this country, and as I have his solemn assurance 
to that effect,! sincerely trust that your government will grant the required permission 
without delay, as the commercial interests of Mr. Hatch at Barahona are greatly prejudiced 
by his absence. Please favor me with a reply at your earliest convenience. 

** I have the honor to be, with distinguished consideration and respect, your obedient ser- 
vant, 

" JNO. SOMERS SMITH. 

** UuUed States Commercial Agent, 
'' To the Hon. Minister fou Foreign Relations, 

** San Domingo, 

'* San Domingo, September 16, 1869. 

" It is a true copy. The chief officer of the ministry for foreign affairs. 

FEDERICO RAMIREZ. 

** Traduccion. — B. 

'* Agencia Comercial de los Est ados Unidos, 

*' Santo Domingo, 17 de Junto de 1868. 

** Se!^or : En virtnd de la solicitud del Senor Davis Hatch, tengo el honor de pedir per- 
miso & su gobiemo para que le sea permit! do al dicho senor volver 6, Barahona. El Senor 
Hatch me ha empenado su palabra de honor de que, ni directa ni indirectamente, no inter- 
vendr^, ni se mezclard, en los asuntos politicos de este pais, y como que tengo las seguri- 
dades las mas solemnes as efecto, conno sinceramente en que su gobierno conceder^ sin tar- 
danza el permiso solicitudo puisque la ausencia del Senor Hatch de Barahona perjudica 
grandemente sus intereses comerciales. Agradecer6 & V. una contesta tan prosito le sea 
conveniente. Tengo el honor de ser, con distinguida consideracion y respecto, su atento 
servidor. 

" JNO. SOMERS SMITH, 
** Agente Comercial de los Estados Unidos. 

' Al Hon. MiNiSTRO de las Relacioes Exteriores, (f-c, <k,, dkc, 

** Santo Domingo, 

**San Domingo, September 15, 1869. 

*' I certify this to be a true and faithful translation from the original, written in the English 
language. 

**The interpreter of this post, P. A. M. MONSANTO." 



"[C— Acopy.] 

** No. — . ] ** Ministry op Foreign Relations, 

** San Domingo, June 22, I8d3. 

** My Dear Sir : At due time I have received your communication dated the 17th instant, 
soliciting a permission that Mr. Davis Hatch might return to Barahona, stating at the same 
time that this gentleman had pledged you his word of honor not to meddle either directly 
or indirectly in the political affairs of the country, and that you are sure of the sincerity of 
this promise. In answer to which I will state that the goveroment, impulsed by its spirit of 
conciliation and attending to your interposition in the matter, permits Mr. Hatch to return 
to Barahona ; and that it might be understood, notwithstanding, that it does not renounce 
through this circumstance to the right which the antecedents of Mr. Hatch have caused to 
dictate the measure of compelling him to a change of residence, in case the conduct of this 
gentleman were not in accordance to the one promised you to be observed. The actions 
to be taken then will be of such a character as the reiteration exacts under his pledged word. 

" I have the satisfaction of signing with sentiments of my most distinguished consideration, 
**Your humble servant and friend, 

**M. M. GAUTIER. 

•* To the Commercial Agent op the United States in this City. 

*' Santo Domingo City, September 16, 1869. 
** A faithful copy : 

** The chief officer of the ministry of foreign relations, 

** FEDERICO RAMIREZ. 
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["D.— A copy.] 

*' Commercial Agency of the United States of America, 

*' San Domingo City, June 23, 1868. 

* Sir : I had the honor to acknowledge the reception of your note of yesterday, informing 
me that Mr. Hatch is at liberty to return to Barahona. I duly appreciate the conciliatory 
spirit evinced by the Dominican government in the case of Mr. Davis Hatch, and respect- 
rally tender my thanks and acknowledgments on the occasion. 

** I remain, with distinguished consideration and regard, your obedient servant, 

" JNO. S0MER3 SMITH, 
'* Commercial Agent of the United States. 

"To the Hon. Minister for Foreign Relations, San Domingo, 8fc., ^c, ^c. 

'' San Domingo, IGth September, 1869. 
"It is a faithful copy: 

" The chief officer of the ministry of foreign affairs, 

"FEDEEICO RAMIREZ." 

" fD.— Tradncoion.1 

" Agencia Comercial de LOS EsTADos Unidos de America, 

" Santo Domingo, 33 Junio de 1868.' 
*' Senor : Tengo el honor de acusar resibo de su nota de ayer informandome que el Senor 
Hatch tiene la libertad de volver ^ Barahona. Apreciodebidamente el espiritu conciliador 
demonstrado por el gobiemo dominicano en el case del Senor Davis Hatch por lo que 
ofrezco 4 Y. mi agradecimiento y doy respetuosamente las gracias. Con distinguida consi- 
deracion quedo su atento servidor, 

" JNO. SOMERS SMITH, 
^Agente Comercial de los Estados Unidos. 

" Al Hon. MiNiSTRO de los Relaciones Exteriores, ^c, ^c, ^c, 

" Santo Domingo, 

'' Santo Domingo, 15 de Setiembre de 1669. 

" Certifico ser fiel y verdadera la presente traduccion, y conforme al original escrito en 
idioma ingles. 
" El interprete del puerto. 

»*P. A. M. MONSANTO. 
"Procedure : 

"VALENTIN RAMIREZ BAEZ, 
** Geiural of Division and Delegate of the Government 

** in the Province of Azua.** 



(i 



*' General Headquarters oj^ Azua, September 21, 1869. 

"The anterior proceedings having been returned by the citizen minister of war, aud the 
declaration of Mr. Davis Hatch having been taken before the consul of the United States 
of America, and the other acts of proceedings having been brought to a close, which docu- 
ments are annexed, be said proceedings remitted to the citizen commander of arms of this 
place for further legal purposes. 

"VALENTINE RAMIREZ BAEZ. 

"FELIX MARTINEZ, Secraary,'' 
** Procedure, 

"In compliance with what was ordained by the citizen minister of war and the citizen del- 
egate of the government in this province. I have remitted the proceedings to the citizen 
commander of arms in this place, containing twenty-six useful pages, three white and the 
cover. 

"Headquarters of Azua, date ut supra, 

"FELIX MARTINEZ, Secretary, 



t( 



There is a seal on which are stamped the words * God, country, and liberty. ' " 



" DOMINICAN REPUBLIC— valentine RAMIREZ BAEZ, GENERAL OP DIVISION AND DELE- 
GATE OF THE GOVERNMENT IN/TUE PROVINCE OF AZUA, No. 1424. 

" CiTizitiN : On the 9th of the past month, and previous, the requisites of law, the person 
of Mr. Davis Hatch, as well as the proceedings initiated against him, were remitted by this 



74 DAVIS HATCH. 

• 

delegation to the citizen minister of war for the investigfation of the deeds committed bj said 
gentleman during the permanence of the insurgents in Barahona, with the object of ampli- 
fying his declaration before the consul uf the United States of North America, according to 
tne stipulations in the treaty which exists between the two republics ; and his questioning 
having taken place before said consul, and annexed to the regular proceedings all the copies 
of the notes which took place in this matter between the ministry of foreign affairs of the 
republic and the consul of the United States, there is one more declaration added taken by 
the citizen governor of the capital, in the month of December last, relative to the English 
brig W. B. Tarrett, that went to load at Barahona under the consignment of Mr. Davis 
Hatch. Said proceedings were returned to this delegation by the citizen minister of war, 
with the object of their being remitted to that commander of arms' o'ffice for further legalin- 
vestigation. 

** For this object I inclose it, that you may immediately proceed to take the declaration of 
Mr. John Emanuel Scroggins, who at the present moment, is a prisoner in that command- 
er's office, and who must have a knowledge of the conduct observed by Mr. Davis Hatch, 
when he occupied in Barahona the position of commander of the port ; his declaration must 
serve to confirm the deeds declared oy the other witnesses. After said declaration be taken, 
as well as any other that might produce further proofs, you will remit the proceedings to 
this delegation for what might further take place. I recommend you most particularly to 
be very careful in the way of renewing the proceedings, and of following their course in ac- 
cordance to law. Qod and liberty. 

** VALENTINE EAMIREZ BAEZ. 

** AZUA, September 21, 1869. 

'' Citizen General Commander of Arms at Azua, 

" In the city of Compcstela de Azua, on the 22d day of the month of September of the year 
1869, the twenty-sixth of the independence, seventh of the restauration, and second of the 
regeneration, it being 8 a. m., before us, Jos^ Maria Eodriguez, array general and com- 
mander of arms of this place, assisted by the present secretary in our office, having before us 
the note of the general delegate of the government in this province, dated the 21st of the 
present month, numbered 1424, and in which, among other things, ordains that this office 
may renew the questions in the proceedings initiated against Mr. Davis Hatch, so that Mr. 
John Emanuel Scroggins may render his declaration as commander of the port of Barahona, 
as well as any other person who may have a knowledge of the conduct observed by Mr. 
Davis Hatch during tne time of the insurrection in Barahona, and for the expressed reasons 
and in compliance with the order alluded to, we renew the questions of these proceedings, 
and we order the person of John Emanuel Scroggins may appear before us, so that his dec- 
laration may take place, as well as that of any other person which may be deemed necessary. 
After this takes place, return the proceedings to the general delegate of the government in 
this province for further action. So it was ordered and signed by the general commander 
of arms and secretary, who certifies. 

JOSfi MARIA RODRIGUEZ. 

GALO MONZON, Secretary. 

On the same date we had a man appear, whose name we shall hereafter state, and, after 
his oath being taken, was questioned in the following manner: 

Asked : His name and surname, age, civil standing, profession and domicile. — Answered : 
He was named Juan Manuel Scroggins, of fifty-three years of age, a widower, a sailor by 
trade, domiciliated in the capital otSan Domingo, and a resident of the Romana. 

Asked : What do you know of the conduct observed by Mr. Davis Hatch with the insur- 
gents during their permanence in the town of Barahona, and as well as ef your own in said 
place ? — Answered : That during the time that he was in Barahona he lived always near to 
the sea, and occupied himself by fishing ; that it was very seldom that he came to town ; 
but the few times he did so he could see that Mr. Davis Hatch's house was visited as often 
by the commander of arms, as well as by the rest who accompanied him ; that he also 
observed that General Cabral had lodged in the same house one day he came to the encamp- 
ment. 

Asked : Do you know where the insurgents deposited their provisions, merchandise, and 
ammunitions of war 7 — ^Answered: That what he saw landed from the steamer Telegratb 
were ammunitions, merchandise, and a few straw hats, and, according to what he was told, 
they were immediately taken by a convov to the interior ; that he does not know the use 
they could have made of other articles of said class, for, as he had before stated, he lived 
distant from the town ; that this was all he knew and could declare on the oath he had 
taken. After his declaration having been read him, he stated he was satisfied, signing It, 
with the general commander of arms, and secretary, who certifies. 

JOSfi MARIA RODRIGUEZ. 
JUAN MANUEL SCROGGINS. 
GALO MONZON, Secretary. 
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^^Procedure. 

• 

**Th]8 declaration haying been received, and having^ no others to take, allow these pro- 
eeedings to be remitted to the citizen general delegate for farther action. It was thns or- 
dained and signed by the general commander of arms, and secretary, who certifies, 

" JOSfi MANUAL EODBIGUEZ. 
';GAL0 MONZON, secretary, 

** Procedure. 

*' On this date I have had these proceedings handed to the citizen general delegate of the 
government, it being filled bj the declaration given by the witness, Juan Manual Scrog- 
gins, consisting of thirty-one pages. 

^ *' GALO MONZON, Secretary. 

" AZUA, S^emher 22, 1869. 

^'Procedure, 

"VALENTIN RAMIREZ BAEZ, GENERAL OF DIVISION AND DELEGATE OF THE GOVERNMENT 

IN THE PROVINOE OF AZUA. 

** Having seen and examined the proceedings against Mr. Davis Hatch, a North American 
citizen, I order them to be remitted to the citizen attorney general of war of this province, 
according to what is ordered in the 184th article of the penal military code in force. 

'* FELIX MARTINEZ, Secretary. 

^* General Headquarters of Azua, September 25, 1869. 

^^ Procedure. 



''In compliance to the orders given by the citizen delegate of the government, I 
livered these proceedings to the citizen attorney general of war of this province! 



I have de- 
Date vt 
swpra, 

" FELIX MARTINEZ, 

** Secretary. 



''Received the foregoing proceedings for further action. 

" The Attorney General, 

'*EVARISTO AYBAR. 
"Azua, SepUmber 25, 1869. 

"There is a seal on which are stamped the following words : ' God, country, and liberty. 

'DOMINICAN republic— VALENTINE RAMIREZ BAEZ, GENERAL OF DIVISION AND DELE- 
GATE OF THE GOVERNMENT IN THE PROVINCE OF AZUA. — NO. 1439. 

*' Citizen : In conformity to what is ordered in the article 184, chapter the 2d, 4th treatise 
of the military penal code in force, I remit to you the proceedings initiated from superior 
order, by the citizen commander of arms of this place, against Mr. Davis Hatch, a North 
American citizen, that you may further act according to law. God and liberty. 

*' VALENTINE RAMIREZ BAEZ. 

"Citizen Attorney General of the Council of War. 

"AZUA, September 25, 1869. 

. **GOD, COUNTRY, AND LIBERTY— DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 

" In the city of Compostela de Azua, on the 27th day of September, in the year 1869, twen- 
ty-sixth of the independence, sixth of the restauration, and second of the regeneration, it 
being 12 m., we, Evaristo Ay bar, a colonel of the army and acting as accusing attorney of 
the council of war of the province, assisted by the undersigned, secretary of said council, and 
in conformity with the articles 189 and 190 of the military penal code in force, and in vir- 
tue of a requisition from the political superior chief, by his note dated the 25th instant, 
tinder No. 1439, accompanied with the proceedings for the prosecution of a prisoner, we 
went to one of the cells of the public jail of this city and required the appearance of said 
prisoner, free from irons, in order to be questioned : 

''Asked: His name and surname, age, profession, and military rank, number of his com- 
pany, battalion, and regiment. — Answered : That he was named Davis Hatch, of fifty-six 
years of age, married, a merchant by trade, an agent of a society in the United States, the 
place of his birth, and actually in the public prison of this city. 
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** In consequence thereof, the prosecuting^ attorney declared to the prisoner that he was to 
be tried by the council of war, advisinp^ him, at the same time, to select any one to defend 
him. — Answered : That he would think about it. 

"This beings brought to a close on the same date, hour, and month, and year aforesaid, it 
was also read to the prisoner, and signed with us, the prosecuting attorney and secretary, 
who certifies : 

•* DAVIS HATCH. 

**EVARISTO AYBAR. 

" RAFAEL GARRIDO 80SA, 

'* Secretary^ 

"DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. — ACT OF ACCUSATION. 

" We, Evaristo Aybar, colonel of the army, attorney general (»f the counci^bf war, of the 
province of Compostela de Azua, in virtue of the order and proceedings sent to me by the 
citizen civil governor of this province, which forms a part oi said proceedings, and having 
had yesterday, the 27th of the present month, Mr. Hatch identified, we told him at the same 
time that he was to be submitted to the jurisdiction of the council of war, and advised him 
to freely select a person that might aid hin| in his defense. In virtue of which it is lawful 
to accuse Mr. Davis Hatch, a citizen of the United States of America, of fifty-six years of 
age, married, and a merchant by trade, a resident in the town of Barahona, and actually 
detained in the public jail of this city, as accused of the crime of enticement, according to 
the fourth incise of the fifty-ninth article of the military penal code in existence, and of the 
eighty -sixth article of the common penal code, of the official edition of 1867, applicable to 
this case ; and in conformity with the one hundred and twenty-eighth article of the said 
military penal code, which orders that, in case of deficiency, the councils of war should be 
governed by it. In consequence thereof, the said prisoner, Davis Hatch, is submitted to 
the military jurisdiction of said council, in conformity to the executive power's decree of the 
14th of January of the present year, which declares the province of Azua in a state of siege, 
and subject to the exclusive competence of a council of war all crimes and faults perpotrated 
there from the date of its promulgation. 

"In virtue of the criminal proceedings initiated against said Hatch, it is proved, even to 
evidence, that, with tenacious interest and stubbornness, he has lived in Barahona, notwith- 
standing his knowledge of that place being menaced by ^ faction of so alarming a character 
as to be, from its first outbreak, a real gang. That, not acknowledging the legitimacy of 
the only constituted government recognized, by his having trafficked openly with the faction, 
negotiating and discounting its notes of credit, and fraternizing with its members in the 
most scandalous manner. That, according to its antecedents brought to view in these pro- 
ceedings, it is proved that he himself went on board the English brig W. B. Torrett, in order 
to take from a case which was kept for him by the captain a number of cans of powder, 
which said Hatch brought over in his pockets, and had, also, others hidden by other per- 
sons, in order that they might be brought ashore at Barahona, the government having made 
him understand that nis presence was not convenient in said place, and he persisted ia ob- 
taining permission for returning to it, offering his house as a lodgment and as a store and 
arsenal to the enemies of the constituted government. Lastly, that in his own declaration 
he confesses his hostility, though endeavoring to palliate his conduct by stating ' that he 
recognized the rebel chiefs as authorities, because he had seen in this country, in the space 
of more than four years, six revolutions.' In virtue of which, the prosecuting attorney of 
the council of war does formulate against the prisoner, Davis Hatch, the following charges : 
1st. That he had knowingly seconded the enterprises of the enemies of the republic, and lent 
himself to protect, in his quality as a stranger, the operations of a thieving, warlike, san- 
guinary, and devastating faction. 2d. For having spontaneously, and of his own will, con- 
verted his own house into a lodgment known by the chief leaders of said faction, cultivating 
with them the most friendly relations. 3d. For having authorized said chiefs and rebels to 
transform his own house into a known arsenal, wherein were manufactured and sent from 
ammunitions of war, destined to hostilize the legitimate government. 4th. For having 
most efficaciously aided the insurgents, providing them all the necessaries, and negotiating 
their drafts, which he paid in order to give them means for their wants. In consequence 
thereof, said Davis Hatch is accused of having committed the crime of enticement,' with no 
extenuating circumstance, said crime being provided for, and qualified according to the 
fifty-ninth article of the military penal code, in its fourth incise, and by the eighty-sixth 
article of the common penal code in force. 

"Hall of Justice of the city of Compostela de Azua, on the 28th of September, 1869, 
twenty-sixth of the independence, sixth of the* restauration, and second of the regenera- 
tion. 

" The Prosecuting Attorney, 

*'EVARISTO AYBAR. 

" It has been notified, and a copy of the same given by the undersized to the pris- 
oner, Davis Hatch, to-day, the 2dth of the mouth of September, in the year 1869, speaKing 
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to him in person, and in presence of the keeper of the public jail, by me, Manuel de Cas- 
tro, first sergeant of the oattalion * Chavalo,' and constable of the council of war of this 
proYioce. Signed hy myself, the prisoner, and jailer,' 'which I certify. 

** MANUEL DE CASTRO. 

'* Procedure, 

**Eyarista Aybar, colonel of the army and prosecuting attorney of the council of war of 
this province, having brought to a close the duties incumbent on me. after having found 
integral the proceedingH in all its parts, I dispose of them by sending the same to the pres- 
ident of said council, that he may act accordingly. 

"The Prosecuting Attorney, 

"EVAEI8T0 AYBAR. 
**AzUA, 29th of September, 

" Procedure, 

" I, the undersigned secretary, certify that these proceedings were immediately, and with 
due attention, sent to the citizen president of the counc'l of war, containing thirty-seven 
pages ; date ut supra. 

** RAFAEL GARRIDO SOS A, 

" Secretary. 
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" Citizen : The undersigned, defender of the accused, Davis Hatch, begs to say to you 
that the declaration of General Federico de Jes6s Garcia, respecting the powder which he 
foand in the house of said Hatch on his entrance into Barahoua, is necessary to his de- 
fended, and not being able to have said general called, for finding himself absent from this 
city on important duties, and supposing, as it is natural, that he has already notified to the 
delegation of the government respecting the fact alluded to, I beg of you to have the kind- 
ness of asking from the citizen general delegate information (if he have any) about the 
same matter, which, after being obtained, he begs to have it annexed to the list of proceed- 
ings against his defended. At the same time, he also requests, it being con^^nient to you, 
to have appear in the hall of this council of war the person of Fernando Felix, as a favor- 
able witness, who will be found in the section of Pueblo Viejo, and at the house of Mr. 
Bonifacio Suero. * God«and liberty.* 

*♦ JUAN MIRANDA. 

"AZUA, September 29, 1869. 

'* Citizen President of the Council of War of this Province. 

* * Procedure. 

' The above solicitation having been taken in view, have its particulars sent to the citizen 
delegate of the government, so that, after his examination, he may inform the council of 
war of what is asked for further proceedings, and to summon Mr. Fernando Felix on the 
the day of audience. 

"AZUA, 29th of September, 1869. 

*' The President, 

"JULIAN PfiREZ. 

** Procedure. 

"I, the undersigned secretary, certify that immediately after I presented and handed over 
to the citizen general delegate of the government the written judicial proceedings, I also 
sent a note to the citizen commander of arms for the presence of Mr. Fernando Felix, date 
«< supra. 

"RAFAEL GARRIDO SOSA, 
• ^^ Secretary. 

" There is a seal on which are stamped the following words : * God, country, and liberty.* 
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, VALENTIN RAMIREZ BAEZ, GENERAL OP DIVISION AND DELEGATE 
OP THE GOVERNMENT IN THE PROVINCE OP AZUA— NUMBER 1455. 



" Citizen : In answer to the solicitation addressed me on this date, and respecting the one 
Tour eceived from the citizen Juan Miranda, in his capacity as counselor of the accused, 
Mr. Davis Hatch, I state to you that, from the proceedings initiated by General Garcia at 
Barahona on the 14th day of August, for the inquiry of the deeds that took place in that 
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town, it appearB that at Mr. Hatch's house were fonnd a harrel and a half of floar, a nam- 
ber of balls manafactared in the same hoase, thirty-two cans of powder, two pounds and a 
half of lead, half a ream of paper, and scTeral books and documents belong^ing to the offices 
of Samana, which were taken there by the pirates of the steamer Telegrafo. Some of these 
effects are deposited in this town, and are the paper, lead, and twenty -six cans of powder, 
and which are at the disposition of the counsel as objects of conviction. I state this for your 
guidance. * God and liberty.* 

" VALENTIN RAMIREZ BAEZ. 
**AZUA, Seotember 29, 1869. 
'* Citizen President of the Council of War oftkiM Province, 

** DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 

** Citizen : The undersigned, counselor of the accused, Davis Hatch, states to you that 
his defended has expressed to him the necessity he has of some documents to be fonnd in 
his trunk in the capital, and for which reason begs from the competent authority a proroga- 
tion of the case for the time used in obtaining them ; therefore I beg of you to accede to 
the demand, if it be convenient. * God and Liberty.' 

"JUAN MIRANDA. 
**AZUA, September 30, 1869. 
" Citizen President of the Council of War of this Province. 

'* Notify the same to the^rosecuting attorney, that he may give his opinion on the matter 
at the proper time. 

"AZUA, OUuber 1, 1869. 

. " The President, 

"JULIAN PEREZ. 

" The prosecuting attorney* s conclusion, 

*' Respectable counsel : Resulting, that, from the process initiated against the prisoner 
Davis Hatch, a criminal deed appears, according to the existing military penal code, which 
subjects him to the jurisdiction of the council of war, in conformity with a decree of the exe- 
cutive power, dated January 14th ultimo, and which declared the province in a state of 
siege. Resulting, that, from the declarations registered in the proceedings, the partiality 
practiced by ^le mentioned Hatch to the insurgents, during their permanence in Barahona, 
and place of residence of the prisoner Hatch, it is fully proved, tor the witnesses in their 
declaration say that the prisoner. Hatch, offered his house as a lodging place to the chiefs of 
the faction, and its accessories as a deposit and arsenal. Resulting, that, by a document, 
which can be seen on the 16th page of the proceedings practiced in San Domingo in the 
month of December, by the citizen governor, Damian Baez, it is proved that he has since 
then been conspiring against the legitimate government, and entices for the purpose of un- 
settling the order of things established. Considering, that, should the accused. Hatch's 
rash and tenacious ideas have been brought to a realization, the country to>day 'would have 
seen itself plunged into the most racing anarchy, deploring the affluence of a monetary 
system which has been the cause of the destruction of the largest capitals of the republic. 
Considering, that, if the accused, Hatch, in his quality as a stranger, does not care what 
kind of government be adopted, it is much less permitted him, in his said quality to desire to 
change tne legitimate form of government of order, enlightenment, and progress for a lawless 
one, without restraint, and which may in justice be called a gang of war-like robbers. 
Considering, lastly, that, as neither the accused nor his defender could say anything that 
might lessen in part the different charges that have been brought against him in these pro- 
ceedings, which occupy to-day the important attention of the nonorable council, the 
prosecuting attorney concludes by stating that it is sufficientlv proved, by what has been 
already exposed, that the prisoner, Davis Hatch, a native of the United States of North 
America, has for some time been meddling with the affairs of the country, thriving unfaith- 
fully, shielded by the nationality without taking into consideration that the Dominican 
Republic is ruled by a legtimate government, and posseses zealous magistrates and wise 
laws, that make It invulnerable to any aggression. In consequence thereof, the prosecuting 
attorney declares the aforementioned prisoner, Davis Hatch, culpable of the ' crime of en- 
ticement, in conformity with the fifty-ninth article of the existing military penal code,/ in 
its third and fourth incises, and eighty-sixth article of the penal common code of the last 
edition of the year 1867, in its last part, reserving to himself the wise and respectable decis- 
ion of the honorable council, so as to, at a proper time, invoke the punishment or make his 
objections. 

** The Prosecuting Attorney, 

"EVARISTO AYBAR. 

"AzuA, October i, 1869. 

" Defense, 

*' Respectable Council : Having been called upon and selected by the accused, Davis 
Hatch, a citizen of the United States of America, to aid him in his defense respecting the ac- 
cusation which is to-day made against him, I come before you to fulfill my trust. I confess 
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beforehand, that mj most limited capacity is not sufficient to undertake so g^at a responsi- 
bility, not because 1 believe, nor have admitted as. true* the charges just made against him, 
but jeSy because the innocence of my defended, obscured, as it is, bv the black veil of acri- 
mony, needs a superior and more able head than mine in order to make clear the reasons that 
militate in his fovor ; but, however, my earnest desire and your induls^ence will fully replace 
my insufficiency. The mission of the lawyer, and which I to-day undertake, is of comment- 
ing upon the proceedings in their true light, and of refuting the prosecuting attorney's accu- 
sation in all that it be accessible, presenting the jury an analysis of the circumstances that 
favor my defended. This is the task I will so badlv undertake, and for which I beg of this 
honorable council the favor of dedicating to me their whole attention, as this case is in its 
nature of a great magnitude. I will immediately begin, taking as a starting point the list 
of proceedings which cause the accusation. The declarations taken from the witnesses in 
this dispatch nearly all attest that the house of my defended served as a deposit for the effects 
of war of the insurgents, as well as for the manufacturing of cartridges to war against the 
government ; but though this be true, we must also attend to the fact that none of them (de- 
clared that the accused, Davis Hatch, willingly facilitated his house that it might serve as 
a deposit and arsenal, as is proved by the declaration given bv the witness Frducisco Ter- 
rero, in which he states he did not know the motives for so acting. This proves the uncer- 
tainty of the deed, and notwithstanding the coloring that the prosecuting attorney gives to 
it, it becomes powerless, null, and without merit ; for, moreover, we see from the declaration 
given by my defended, that if he had lodged the rebels Curiel, Pujol, and Yalverde, it was 
done because they were his particular friends, which he could do without incurring in any 
responsibility whatever ; not only in his qualitv as a stranger, but even in that of a I)oniini- 
can, as this action could not injure him in solely complying with the duties of old friendship, 
especially when situated in the manner he was, when thmgs were in an unsettled state of 
neglect and conflict. 

' ' He had to take advantage by all means, as a measure of personal security, of that guar- 
antee offered him by said friends, though momentary and fictitious, they bearing the char- 
acter of command among the rebels, and who could, at a given moment, injure nis person 
and interests, as they did later by occupying his house, availing themselves of the apparent 
immunity which their criminal condition as rebels offered them. In this same charge is to 
be found an implicit circumstance which you ignored and which remains proved by the oral 
declaration of Fernando Felix. I shall refer to said circumstance because it adds much in 
proving the innocence of the accused. It is that, when Marcos Adon came to Barahona, 
and by means of force took possession of Mr. Hatch's house, making use of* all he found 
in it ; and as said Hatch disagreed as to its occupation, he manifested to his friends his un- 
willingness, protesting verbally against such violence ; and as said friends also eojoyed the 
rank of superior chiefs, disagreed with Adon, which resulted, as a consequence, in bis retire- 
ment with his forces and deposited effects, as also the aforenamed Curiel, Yalverde, and 
Pujol, who, fearing an assault by the government troops, weut afterward to take refuge in 
Keyba, or some other place that they may have offered them a greater security than Bara- 
hona, being their terror such as to have left several things at the house they abandoned. 
This is no sophism. It is the declaration of my client aided by that of Fernando Felix. 
Now, gentlemen, let us have a moral principle. Everv action of man has a motive, a good 
or evil tendency, very well. Proved as I have, with the aid of Fernando Felix's declaration, 
that the accused Hatch did not like that his house should be occupied by Mdrco Adon, what 
was the cause of this disagreement and what did he intend to gain by his opposition ? 

*It is clear and evident that the disagpreeability took place for the little deference he paid to 
that state of things, of which Adon was one of the principal chiefs, and Mr. Hatch's pur- 
pose, the engendered desire of not serving him though, compelled so to do. He obtained his 
object by doing the government, in an indirect manner, the favor of demoralizing and re- 
ducing them to almost nothing, as it is proved by the non-resistance of the rebels when 
General Federico de Jesus Garcia attacked them. Can my defended deserve the heavy 
charge imputed against him, rather than a vote of thanks? I cannot believe it ; neither can 
I believe that others could, if they considered and reflected more impartiallj'. The witness 
Santiago Talavera states that my defended negotiated the notes of the insurgents ; neither 
does he deny it ; but although this witness gives to this circumstance an indefinite character, 
I will, according to the informations I possess from the accused^ explain the manner in 
which it was done. On two occasions several individuals with whom he had business pre- 
sented themselves, proposing him, as a commercial affair, the sale of three or four notes they 
possessed ; and as it was possible that these individuals might have been maliciously in- 
clined, he feared and was compelled to accept the negotiation, though he might have lost the 
merchandise g^ven in exchange ; for, by so doing, he was safe from a sinister that might have 
attempted against his life, especially when those people, not having any responsibility what- 
ever, he feared on a night being pillaged by them, if he refused to accept said documents 
which they believed to have been of some value, and as the sum was so small as not to 
materially injure his interests, he resolved and exchanged said notes for merchandise, pro- 
curing them at a heavy discount, thus proving the little faith he had in such notes. 

*' The prosecuting attorney, among other of his charges, states ^* that it is proved to evi- 
dence that my defended with pertinacious interest had endeavored to reside m Barahona, 
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notwithstandlDg his knowledge of tbat place being menaced bj a faction he designates a 
rang.* I feel sorry to refute a charge which evinces the mistake incurred by the prosecut- 
ing attorney and how far away he is from the truthfulness of his assertion ; yet I cannot help 
doing it, for as his statement does not in any way honor my defended, but on the contrary 
places him on slippery ground, his version of it might serve to create a similarity of opinion 
m the minds and pure hearts of the members who form this respectable council. When the 

{)rosecnting attorney said that my client had been obstinate, avd desired pertinaciously to 
ive in Barahona, &c., he did not bear in mind, neither did he care to state, that the 
pediment for said permission asked by the consul of the United States of North America to 
the citizen minister of foreign affairs, and who actuates in this process, was made on the 
17th of June, 1868, and its concession granted on the 22d of the same month and year, the 
time when no such a faction existed, for the outbreak headed by the Ogandos took place on 
the 1st of September last. In consequence whereof, the entire republic enjoyed perfect tran- 
quility, and the town of Barahona, enjoying also said benefits, was occupied by the legiti- 
mate authority from which we deduce the proof of the enormous error committed by said 
prosecuting attorney. We must also accept, if justice is administered to my defended, that 
his instance in June last to go to Barahona, was not a mere caprice nor an ill-founded de- 
sire, and less with a sinistrous view, but yes, because he was well established and related 
there, and in consequence his commercial establishment finding itself accephalous, he was 
compelled to return in order to attend to it, a reason expressed hy the consul of the Ameri- 
can Union in his aforementioned solicitation. 

'*I believe to have clearly expressed myself in this particular, and hope your indulgence 
will accept as reasonable my objections on the charge already alluded to, and that it may be 
annulled by your conscience. In a paragraph of the act of accusation, your prosecuting 
attorney also expresses himself in the following terms : * That my defended, not recognizing 
the legitimacy of the only constituted government, and recognized by his own, had traifickea 
bare facedly with the faction ; negotiating and discounting its documents of credit, and 
fraternizing with its members in a scandalous manner.' It is a sad thing, honorable council, 
that fear should be thus interpreted and qualified with such acrimony, for Mr. Hatch acted 
in a precautionary manner, endeavoring to save his person and interests, as I have before 
stated, because he fonild himself in the midst of a horde of thieves, and it is singular that 
a circumstance which does not exist should be presented to vou and the auditory as a truth- 
ful one. Did Mr. Hatch in fact declare that he did not acknowledge the legitimacv of the 
actual government ? I believe he did not, and I can assure he expressed that he did not 
hold as legitimate the rebel authorities, but only as mandarins of said town, then in a state 
of revolution, which was the truth. On the other hand, does the act of his having received 
three or four documents in a commercial way, proceeding in this manner through precaution, 
merit the hard name of a bare-feu^ed rebel trafficker, and the unjust charge of bis having in 
a scandalous manner fraternized with the insurgents? I believe, gentlemen, that this is not 
right. When a man deliberately commits a punishable act, he is accused; but this act is 
presented to the judge in a truthful light, but never exaggerated by versions void of veracity. 
If my defended scandalously fraternized with the faction, how was it that he was opposed 
to Marcos A don occupying his house, to the extreme of compelling him indirectly to retire 
to Neyba ? 

** This is a circumstance which proves the unjust acrimony. The prosecuting attorney 
considers as a fact that my defended went in person on board the English brig W. B. Tor- 
rett, in order to take from on board a case of powder in cans, kept by the captain, and 
which he landed at Barahona, taking them in his pockets and compelling others to conceal 
a part of the same. It is very singular to me, gentlemen, the manner in which this act is 
exaggerated, taken from the declaration given by the sailor, William Home, adulterating it, 
and not even quoting his own words. He said that * the captain of the English brig W. 
B. Torrett, after bis arrival at Barahona, went one day on shore in the company of the ac- 
cused Hatch, after having taken eighteen cans of powder, of which said Hatch carried six 
of them in his pockets, and that on the following day the said captain carried other cans of 
powder to the house of the above-mentioned Hatch.* It is my object to make clear the 
erroneous manner in which the prosecuting attorney expresses himself, as also to comment 
upon the declaration given by the sailor, William Home. I shall begin by the first. The 
prosecuting attorney will excuse me when I state that it is in the extreme untrue that my 
defended carried cans of powder in his pocket, as he assures it, as it is equally untrue that 
he compelled other persons to hide said powder in order to land it at Barahona; and when I 
say untrue, it is because I mean to prove it. The captain of the said brig brought to 
Barahona in the month of November of the past year (1868) a case which, among other 
things, contained powder in cans, and which, I suppose, was a contraband, for his vessel 
was visited at the capital, and could, nevertheless, come with it to that port, where he was 
to load ; whether it came public or hidden, my defended was not obliged to know or to in- 
vestigate. He bought from said captain a quiintity of cans of powder, and also received 
six of condensed milk, which a friend of his, called Smith, sent him from Saint Thomas, of 
which he says he still has one in his trunk, to be found in the capital. These cans of milk 
were the same tbat my defended brought on shore in his pockets, and seen by the sailor, 
William Hime, who, in his barefacedness and under oath, assured they were powder, when 
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they came hermetically sealed, and when neither he nor anyhody else could assure that they 
saw in the pocketn of the accused hut a few cans, and never specify their contents, as he din, 
so that, through his falsehood, my defended could be acrlminated. I could object to the 
witness, not alone for that I have already stated, but also for his having been in open hos- 
tility with the captain of the said brigp ; but I shall not do so, because I see in the trans- 
portation of these cans of powder to the house of my defended, his implicit innocence. The 
iohabitants of the whole province, and perhaps those of the capital, all knew of a commer- 
cial establishment existing in fiarahona under the name of Davis Hatch ; in consequence 
thereof, it is admitted that he speculated in buying and selling, and for this reason the ac- 
cused bought of the captain of the English brig W. H. Torrett a number of cans of powder, 
and which were to be sent to his establishment. This negotiation which took place, as any 
other could, between the same captain or anybody else who might have arrived to that port, 
had for an object what all commercial transactions have, that is, to sell and to gain,^and it 
is so much so that the witness, Fernando Felix, declared before this audience to have bought 
powder from my defended in order to shoot pigeons, as would also have declared, if they 
had been present, the citizens Sinforoso Batista and Enladislao Pereyra, who also bought 
powder from the witness Santiago Talavera, he being one of those who sold said article. 
All this gives a clear and evident idea that while negotiating it this was the only object he 
had in view, and never that they endeavored to attribute him, of bis having sold said pow- 
der to aid the plans of the rebellious faction which existed then on the heights of Panzo, so 
distant from Barahona ; and this is so certain, that he only retailed his powder to particular 
persons, and, as he says, that as soon as the government abandoned the town of Neyba he 
did the rest on the flat roof his house, foreseeing an eventuality, leaving only two or three 
pounds that his clerks, Ramon Molina and Tomas Viilanueva, might hunt with. In addition to 
all these circumstances, as referred to, I must state another one, superior to all of them, and 
which I present you as an argument. If to my defended is to be attributed a captious conduct 
by the introduction of said powder, and that he had the intention therewith to favor the insur- 
gents, why then in their moments of conflict did he not place it at their disposition, when they 
tound themselves in Barahona without any other ammunitions than those brought them by 
the pirate steamer. The reason is quite clear. Because he had none for them, and did have 
some to be sold especially to the pigeon hunters of that town, which is also proved by the 
little that existed and was found by General Federico de Jesus Garcia, when he entered 
Barahona, and searched by force the house of the accused Hatch. Notice the certificate 
given by the delegation ot the government which almost proves the fact. The different 
points which my defense embraces have been concreted till now in refuting the attorney's 
accusation, as well as in commenting upon the declarations found in these proceedings. I 
would have finished by this time my task, but as in the latter part of the accusation he 
adds other accumulations worded thns, ** He having knowingly seconded the entesprises of 
the enemy, lending them his aid in the quality of a stranger, and most efficaciously endeav- 
oring to sustain the faction, providing them with goods and merchandise, also neo^otiating 
their drafts, which he borrowed in order to furnish them the necessaries," all of which, 
though, I have destroyed by my elucidations, I must, notwithstanding, in truth, contradict 
these accumulations attributed to my defended acriminating him still more. Kegarding his 
having knowingly seconded the plans of the enemy, &c., there does not exist in the 
actual process a single declaration that can prove such crime, and in reference to his having 
most efficaciously endeavored to sustain the faction, providing it with merchandise, there is 
neither one who had declared a word about it, and less of his ever having honored their 
drafts in order to provide them with cash for the insignificant negotiation of three or four 
notes between him and private individuals for merchandise, and to which I alluded in the 
beginning of my defense, was not enough to afford sufficient means for the exigencies of a 
revolution. Thus I suppose the prosecuting attorney labored under a great mistake when 
be so expressed himself. I believe, honorable council, that in commenting on the proceed- 
ings and refuting the prosecuting attorney's act of accusation, I have filled my object of 
convincing you, even to evidence, that my defended did not proceed in the manner nor with 
the intention of hostilizing the legitimate government as was attributed him, and that all 
what the proceedings against him proved, is a mere fiction, more especially so when taken 
into consideration that he was at that time alone and abandoned, and under the imperious 
necessity of obeying a greater force. 

**I shall now consider the question in its legal point of view ; therefore, I hope you will at- 
tend to me with a willing ear, for if you do not pay attention to the present case, though 
provided for^as it is by our wise legislation, you might give in consequence an unjust sen- 
tence, whicii will directly weigh on your consciences ; as you should above all have 
present, that by the decree of the executive power dated the 14th of January, of this year, 
your sentences are without appeal, and that by this only resource being suspended, you 
ought to meditate well what you do before erroneously authorizing with your signatures a 
juridicial murder, or any other bad condemnation. To your due appreciation is submitted 
the terrible attorney's accusation, as will also be my feeble defense. The former with its 
versions places my defended under the command of the fifty-ninth article of the (common) 
military penal code in its fourth incise, and of the eighty'Sixth article of the common penal 
code of the national edition, on which I pass to give you a few reflections on what I think 
is ju&t and right. The pretended use of the fifty-ninth article is an evil one, for although 
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this proYiiice is in an actnal state of seige, and all cases are embraced in the jurisdiction of 
the council of war that has to deliberate on all criminal affairs, that is not to say that jon 
must iroperiouslj jnd^e accordingly to the military code. You are militarily organized, 
this being your condition; but you should never make use in all its parts of the mill 
tary code which corresponds exclusively to those of your rank, only according to for- 
mula, but never in the application of its articles. I allude, in aid of my exception, to the 
literal contents of the second article of your military penal code in its first incise, which 
says: *Are called transgressions, ciimes, and military faults those, 1st. The voluntary 
actions or omissions committed by the militia in the exercise of their military functions, 
not mattering the place they be committed at.' I desire to state by this, calling your atten- 
tion on it, that the present accused is not a military man, but a foreiga citizen, hoping that 
you will declare as improper the application of the military code and select in preference the 
common penal code, under which jurisdiction my defended is placed. As by the diversity 
of charges brought against my defended by the prosecuting attorney places him under the 
jurisdiction of the eighty-sixth article of the common penal code I will state that this also, 
according to its contents, imposes the pain of death, as also the aforesaid fifty-ninth article, 
to * all those who might have directed an association raising or made to raise, organizing or 
made to organize, bands or gangs, and who knowingly and voluntarily would facilitate and 
provide them with arms, ammunitions, or instruments for the crime, or would have sent 
them convoys of provisions, or who in any other manner would have been of accord with the 
chiefs of the gang, ' and I present you this argument. Has my defended ever directed any 
association whatever, or does he find himself within the jurisdiction of the aforementioned 
cases? No; and in order to merit this interpretation, terrible in its consequences, he ought 
to have been convicted of his culpability by the voluntary intervention he might have had 
with the enemies, and if you give toe proper merit, ot which I am a creditor, to the reasonings 
I have manifested, it is proved that my defended, in every way, acted under the fear of a 
greater force, and you ought to declare him out of the limits of the eighty-sixth article This 
claim that I have just made of you I hope may not, for one instant, lead you to believe that 
it was through a natural desire of being successful on this occasion by means of the feeble 
defense I now present. No ; it is the authorization I have for it found in the sixty-fourth 
article of the common penal code of the French edition, which states: * There is no 
crime nor fault committed when the prisoner was in a state of insanity at the moment 
of action, nor when he had been compelled by a force he could not resist.* I will now finish, 
and you will excuse me if I have been diffuse, molesting your attention. You are to judge 
and sentence on the criminal acts attributed to the accused Davis Hatch. I submit myself 
to your good faith, honesty, and conscience, and in a case of such importance I cannot help 
to state again that all the proceedings of man (as a celebrity in law bad declared) are not 
properly human acts, because he is not an absolute master of all of them ; that in order to 
merit of demerit they must be free and proceed from his own will, when said faculty works 
of accord and freely in the action, that is to say, with deliberate intention, choosing in a free 
and spontaneous manner between these two absolute extremes : to act or not to act. That on 
the strength of this indeclinable principle of eternal and universal moral, neither before 
God nor before society can the actions of man, no matter how criminal they might be, be 
imputed or punished with the severity they merit, when consummated without his determina- 
tion or free will. My defended finding himself under similar circuinstances, I ask you to 
declare him free and innocent, the sixty-fourth article of the common penal code thus excus- 
ing him from all charges. I have finished. 

"JUAN MIRANDA. 
" AzuA, October 1, 1869. 

"DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 

" The council of war, after having retired to the deliberative chamber and having before 
them the articles 220, 221, and 222 of the existing military penal code, the president pro- 
posed the following question : Whether the accused David Hatch is culpable of the deeds 
imputed against him. Immediately each judge gave his opinion, beginning by the inferior 
and ending by the president ; the answers of each judge were received by the secretary, and 
having been balloted, resulted an absolute majority of votes declaring : That the accused 
David Hatch, yes, was culpable of the deeds imputed against him. After which the session 
was closed, it being 11 p. m. 

" At Compostela de Azua on the 1st of October, 1869. 

"JULIAN PEREZ. * 

"DOMINGO DE LA CRUZ. 

"ULISES BIDO. 

"JOS:fi DE PEN A. 

" MATIAS DIAZ PIMENTEL. 

** DAVID MENDEZ. 

"JOSfi LAGARES. 

" RAFAEL GARRIDO, Secretary. 
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**Sentenee, 

"GOD, COUNTRY, AND LIBERTY, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 

" The coancil of war of the city of Compostela de Azna, legally cong^regated in the hall of 
its sessions, composed of the citizens Colonel Julian Perez, president ; Lieutenant Colonel 
Domingo de la Crnz, vice-president, and voters Captain Jos^ de Pena, Lit^utenants Ulises 
Bidoand Matias Diaz Pimental, and Sub-Lieutenants David Mendfz and Jos6 Lagares, 
assisted by the colonel of the army, Evaristo Nybar, prosecuting attorney for said council, 
and the andersigued secretary, Rafael Garrido Losa; and having before them a copy of the 
law, have pronounced the following sentence: In the criminal proceedinj^s initiated against 
the prisoner, Davis Hatch, a native of the Unit*»d States of America, of lifty-six years of age, 
married, a merchant by trade, residing in Barahona, accuned of the crime of enticement and 
communicating with the enemy of the legitimately constituted government, and after having 
seen the act ot the citizen governor of the province, dated the *25th of September past, re- 
mitting the process against the prisoner and his antecedents added to the actuations. Having 
seen the act of the prosecuting attorney, authorized by the secretary of the council, to have 
the person of the prisoner identified within twenty-four hours after the receipt of the list of 
proceedings, with the intelligence that he was to be submitted under the jurisdiction of the 
council of war, in virtue of the decree issued by the executive power, dated January 14th, 
which declares this province to be in a state of siege, as well as the opportunate notice given 
him to select a person that might aid him in his defense. Having seen the act of these for- 
malities which precede the judgment filled, and that the prisoner appears free and wilhout irons; 
having seen the act of accusation with the charges which result against the prisoner, 
which was notified him, giving him a copy of them, and having heard the exposition of the 
proceedings and the recapitulation of the deeds by the public ministry. Having heard the 
oral deposition of the witnesses against, and found in the list, which depo'^itions were given 
separate) and simultaneously, previous the customary oath and the affirmation of being in no 
way according to law related to him. Having heard the accused in his means of defense, 
by his defender, the citizen Juan Miranda, who says : That attending the general circum- 
stances that militate in favor of his defended, asks he be declared free and innocent, for thus 
excusing him from all responsibility the sixty-fourth article of the penal code. Having 
heard the conclusions of the prosecuting attorney of the council, who says : That he de- 
clares the aforesaid prisoner, Davis Hatch, culpable of the crime of enticement, in confor- 
mity with the fifty-ninth article of the military penal code in existence, in its third and fourth 
incises, and of the eighty-sixth of the common penal code of the last edition, of the year 
1867, in its final part. Having heard the debates of the prisoner and his defender until they 
could reply no longer; having examined the acts, and constituted a council of ^ar into 
judges ; it declared the culpability of the prisoner, Davis Hatch, the council of w«r consti- 
tuted into a lawful tribunal, resulting : That according to the declarations of the witnessess 
it appears that the prisoner, Davis Hatch, received in his house at Barahona the order, 
drawn by the administrator and commandant of arms of the faction, and delivered 
without any pretext or inconvenience whatever, the goods and provisions which he 
kept as a guardian or a depository to that effect, resulting: That as it is in the 
same manner proved of his having been in the custom of admitting at a discount 
the notes that were reissued by the faction against its own imagined credit, for they did not 
appear drawn against any treasury, and only had the value which the acceptation of the 
prisoner was willing to give them to carry out their plans, resulting : That not only by the 
sworn testimony of the witnesses of the case, but also by the confession of the same prisoner, 
he spontaneously offered his house of habitation to the leaders of the faction, who he enter- 
tained as guests, resulting : That by a similar testimony and confession it remains proved 
that the house of the prisoner Hatch was, in Barahona, the arsenal where balls and car- 
tridges were manufactured in order to hostilize.the legitimate government, it being a de- 
monstrated fact that the domicile of the prisoner united all the possible characteristics of ag- 
gression; that is to say, that it was converted into a warehouse of the faction, into their 
general lodging-house and arsenal, all under the cloak of neutrality; which is to be pre- 
sumed in the inoffensive stranger who understands his duty, resulting : That as the prisoner 
reiterated the same acts, for as it appears from the correspondence between the citizen 
minister of foreign affairs of this republic and the consul of the United States, grave motives 
occasioned the measure of his being called back to the city, far from the theatre of his hos- 
tile communications with the enemy, and that when the government acceeded to the sup- 
plications of permitting him to return there, it reserved every right to act, according to its 
inherent sovereignty and the laws which govern the state. Considering, that the deposi- 
tions of the witnesses, besides being a legal truth, in accordance to their number, conditions, 
and concordance, it is also in a great measure corroboratod by the confession of the accused, 
which should be admitted as a moral certainty that aids judges in sentencing. Considering, 
that the alluded confession embraces all the legal requisitions that constitute it and proves 
it indecliuably, for an individual of age spontaneously consented to make it, declaring against 
himself, in presence of the judge of the case, during the proceedings, and without a repugnance 
as to nature and her laws. Considering, that the spontaneous hospitality accorded by the ac- 
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cnsed to the leaders of the faction, his intimacy and commerce ^ith them, constitute a criminal 
nnderstanding with the enemies of the government. Considerinif that the manufacturiDg of 
ammunitions of war verified in his house and his incessant desire of procuring^ resources to 
the faction prove an understanding^ with the interior enemy, constituted into gangs, and his 
most decided spirit of seconding their fearful plans, and having seen the decree of the gov- 
ernment dated 14th cf January of the present year, iu its first and second articles, and the 
fifty-eighth and fift}-iiinth (f the existing military penal code in its incises 3d and 4th, 
the eighty-sixth of the common penal code, and the l28th of the above-mentioned military 
hat specify : Article 1st. Is declared in state of siege the entire jurisdiction which embraces 
the province of Compostela de Azua, including the city of the same name. Article 2d. in 
consequence of the anterior article, all crimes and faults perpetrated after the publication of 
this present decree, are to be submitted to the competence of the exinting military penal 
code, without any exception whatever. Article 58tn. All culpable of enticement or en- 
deavors to entice shall be punished by death. Article 59th. They are reputed as culpable' 
of enticement, those who are in communication with the interior or exterior enemies of the 
republic, with the view of facilitating them an entrance into the territory or its de- 
pendencies. 4th incise. Those who, that with the object expressed m the above para- 
graph, should second the enterprises which might be directed against the republic, or 
should become criminals of misfeasance, exciting the militia, marines, or other employ^ 
or citizens to violate the fidelity owed to the state or to the chief of the nation; 
article 86, of the common penal code, in its second paragraph. The same sentence 
will be applied to those who should have directed an association formed or had formed, 
organized, #r had organized the bands or gangs, or who knowingly or voluntarily 
should have facilitated or subministered them arms, ammunitions^ or instraments for the 
crime, or should have sent them convoys of provisions, or who in any other manner should 
be in communication with the directors or chiefs of the gang. (Article 128th of the military 
penal code. ) Those cases not foreseen by the present code, be it for the application of a 
sentence ; be it for its attenuation or aggravation, the councils of war and other military 
tribunals, will abide by what is ordered in the common penal code. For all these reasons 
the council of war, in the name of the Dominican Republic, and in punctual compliance 
with the above-mentioned articles condemn the named Davis Hatch of fifty-six years of age, 
married, a native of the United States of North America, merchant, and a resident of Bara- 
hona, to suffer the pain of death. Given by us in public audience, at the city of Azua, 
on the 2d day of the month of October, at 2 o'clock in the morning, of the year 1869, twenty- 
sixth of the independence, sixth of the restauration, and second of the regeneration. Read, 
approved, and signed by the members who compose the council of war, and by me, the 
secretary, who certifies. We ordain the governors, commander of arms, and other chiefs and 
officers of the army to put into execution the present sentence, and to lend assistance when 
it be so legally required. We also ordain the prosecuting attorney, its fulfilment. Signed : 

** JULIAN PEREZ. 

"DOMINGO DE LA CRUZ. 

"JOS:fi DE PEN A. 

*• ULISES BIDO. 

"MATIA8 DIAZ PIMENTAL. 

*' DAVID MENDEZ. 

"JOSfi LAG ARES. 

" RAFAEL GARRIDO LOSA, Secretary. 
** Dominican Republic, Act of Audience. 

" In the city of Azua, on the 1st day of October, of the year 1869, it being 8 p. m. The 
council of war competently congregated in the hall of its sessions, presided by the citizen 
president Colonel Julian Perez, assisted by the prosecuting attorney to said council, and by 
the undersigned, secretary. The audience opened in order to know and judge the case 
followed against the prisoner, Davis Hatch. After having read the proceedings against 
said prisoner, according to the 202d article of the existing military penal, code, and other 
formalities required by law, after having made mention of the changes or variations of the 
declarations of the verbal witnesses, citizens Santiago Talavero, Francisco Terrera, Guil- 
lermo de la Paz, Elias Ramirez, and the declaration in favor given by the citizen Fernando 
Felix, through the request of the defender of the accused. In consequence we find the 
article 203d of the referred-to penal code complied with, as well as the oral expositions, 
being the same as those registered in the proceedings. The present verbal process was taken 
on the same above-mentioned date, hour, month, and vear. Read in public audience and 
found in accordance, was signed by the citizen president of the council, the prosecuting 
attorney, and secretary, who certifies. 

•* JULIAN PEREZ. 

*'EVARISTO AYBAR. 

•* RAFAEL GARRIDO LOSA, Secretary. 
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order that it might be remitted to the citizen general deleg^ate of the government, I dispatch 
this first copy, containing fifty useful pages. At the city of Compostela de Azua, on the 
8th day of the month of October, of the year 1869, twenty-sixth of the independence, sixth 
of the restauration, and second of the regeneration. 

'* RAFAEL GAKRIDO LOS A, Secretary,** 

At the time we received this dispatch with the inclosure, we received information of Mr. 
Hatch's release, and of couri»e the duties of the State Department in his case were then 
ended. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. And you were not very curious at that time to investigate the contents of that docu- 
ment? — A. No, sir; our object was his discharge, and that was obtained. 

By Mr. Williams: 

Q. Is there anything further about the Hatch matter 7 — A. The next document was Mr. 
Ferry's dispatch to me. No. 15, marked "confidential," as follows : 

** Commercial Agency of the United States of America, 

**5«» Domingo, April 4, 1870. 

" Sir : Admiral Poor leaves this port with his flag-ship for St. lago de Cuba, this day, 
April 4, taking with him Consul Phillips, of that place, to investigate the causes of his, 
Phillips, leaving his post, and the charges of the Spanish authorities against him. I for- 
warded by the steamer ** Yantic,*' via Havana, a copy of the charges of this government 
f^ainst Mr. Davis Hatch ; also, a copy of my communication to the Dominican govern- 
ment, demanding bis immediate release ; not deeming the reply satisfactory, I referred the 
matter to Admiral Poor, whose additional demand procured Mr. Hatch's release at once, 
and he was sent to Havan^ on board the ** Yautic." Mr, jFTatAh^R prnln nged confinem ent, 
I fat^«#i y«^ due to the advice , intrigue, and influence of Cazneau anci Fabenga_who_liave 
*nW [* fiYft bfifln r^**y"'g '^^ f'i'iUf'" p [ "- uiH with fteueial Dabuock un ui Jf eu t ofouF government. 
agd Spoff' ^^di T''*'*'*^^^" 1^ fTAinpRJiY ftg the ayent *^ f}f Tift'y""" ^ ^^", ^^ *h^ EngiisHToan 
notoriety. A power of attom i^ y in favor of Rp ,Qfl[;ord, Tile stoa & Camp a n yy to coUeclLthe 

" ! flteregt,'a£ C., on tEfs loan, was receiv ed by Prftaiflp.niLKRftg:, on thn !^1st nlHmn, fmnj RngUnfT^ 

"Ihe United States ship Nantasket arrived here April 2d from Puerto de Plata via 
Samana, reporting an attempt at revolution at the former place, instigated and encouraged 
by the foreign residents and merchants. My opinion of Mr. Farrington, the English consul 
at Puerto de Plata, remains unchanged. I still consider him a trickster who should be 
closely watched. 

"The attempt at revolution in this city has all subsided and everything is quiet, with the 
exception of a few arrests and the banishment of some political prisoners to St. Thomas, 
Cnracoa, &c. 

**New8 of the defeat of Cabral between San Jnan and Azua reached this city April 1st. 
The Dominican troops, some 500 in number, were commanded by Antonio Perez. Cabral 
had about 500. Among the prisoners taken are ten Haytiens, one a colonel. 

"The * Bibb,* Commander Piatt, arrived Sunday morning, 3d instant, from Key West 
with dispatches. 
"This government is waiting very anxiously the action of Congress at Washington. 
" I am, sir, respectfully your obedient servant, 

*» RAYMOND H. PERRY, 

** United States Commercial Agent, 
"Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

^^ Secretary of State J Washington, D. C" 

By Mr. SCHURZ : / 

Q. What is the power of attorney referred to in that dispatch ?--A. A P ff jvftf of atto rney 
Jtum Lawson & -^""i^rP^' g fipf>ffnrd find Tjlegton agen tgjio collect the jrayenues of 
gelBlaild o n ih<i gti'gli shloan . 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. W hat is ca l led the Hartmont Iftftp f — ^ ^^«) sir. 

Raymond H. Perry recalled. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Question. Have you a copy of your dispatch demanding Mr. Hatch's release f — ^Answer. 
I have it here in my dispatch book. 
Q. Please read it? — ^A. It is as follows: 

** United States Commercial Agency, 

" San Domingo, March 8, 1870. 

"Sir: Your communication of the 19th of February, 1870, was duly received. I deem 
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myself antborized as the representative of the IJDited States, and in consideration of the em- 
phatic commnnications I have received from ray government on the subject of the imprison- 
ment of Mr. Davis Hatch, to say that I do not consider it necessary to have him retained in 
prison two months longer, as he would be if I awaited a reply frotn Washington to your 
proposition. My government desires his release at once in accordance with his sentence, 
which was commuted in October last to banishment. When I first came to San Domingo, 
in November last, and delivered up to President Baez the Dominican prisoners confined at 
the consulate, he promised to release and return Mr. Hatch and permit him to leave the 
country. Several times this promise has been repeated, but not yet fulfilled; and now yon 
say that if the government at Washington really insists on his release ** when it knows that 
Mr. Hatch desires to injure your government by means of writing to the press of the North " 
it will be granted. 

*'If the Dominican government commuted his sentence to banishment simply on account 
of his being a citizen of the United States, surely, when the government of the United 
States send a communication asking his release, the President will not hesitate to grant the 
request. If Mr. Hatch is detained solely for the purpose of preventing him from misleading 
the minds of the American people, as you intimate, I can assure you that his influence would 
be comparatively very ^gut, and he, piobably, could effect as much, if not more, by im- 
prisonment, if so disposed, as he could if at liberty. 

'* In my last communication to the Secretary of State, at Washington, I gave him my 
reasons for Mr. Hatch's prolonged imprisonment, being satisfied that it is chiefly the result 
of personal ill-feeling and motives of self-interest not only on the part of some Dominicans, 
but also on the part of certain Americans. 

*' I, therefore, in compliance with the orders received from my government, respectfully 
demand the immediate release and delivery at this consulate of said Davis Hatch. 
" I am, 8^, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"RAYMOND H PERRY, 

** United States Commercial Agent. 

•*M. M. Gautier, 

** Secrttary of State, San Domingo,^* 

By Mr. SCHURZ : 

Q. You say in this letter that you do not consider it necessary to have Mr. Hatch retained 
in prison two months longer, as he would be by awaiting a reply from Washington to the 
proposition o( the Dominican government. Did they request you to write to Washington 
first? — A. Yes, sir. 

Receiving no answer, I wrote again next day : 

** Commercial Agency op the United States, 

''San Domingo, March 9, 1870* 

** Sir : Referring to your conversation of this morning, in which you suggested postpon- 
ing an answer to my communication of the 8th, in demanding the immediate release of Mr. 
Hatch, I would now beg to state that an immediate and positive answer is imperative, in 
view of the momentarily expected arrival of the Tybee. I shall look for your answer this 
p. m. 

" I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

*• RAYMOND H. PERRY, 

** United States Commercial Agent, 
" M. M. Gautier, 

" Secretary of State, San Domingo ^ 

Mr, Gautier'' s reply to these communication is as follows : 

*' San Domingo, March 9, 1870. 

'* Dear Sir : I have read with astonishment the contents of your communication of this 
day, which serve to increase the painful apprehension that your note had caused me, and 
for which answer you fixed a time. It is not granted me at this moment to enter into in- 
convenient controversy, on account of the important question pending between the United 
States and the Dominican Republic, but I will say that my government, in all its acts, has 
provided and proceeded through its own ideas and guided by the best principles of equity and 
justice, having in view the peace of the society it is called to protect. 

" This answer is given to you, and I again refer you to my communication of 'February 
19th. I did then refer the question to the cabinet at Washington, in conformity with the 
instructions received from my government, about the solution of Mr. Hatch's business. Be- 
fore taking a different resolution, I must submit your note of the 8th to my government, 
which I have not been able to do as yet, on account of the importance of our local buHiness, 
and I have no doubt that I will be able to give you an answer to the resolution very soon. 
** I renew the sentiments, &c., &c.} 

"M. M. GAUTIER. 

** Raymond H. Perry, Esq., 

'^ United States Commercial Agent,^\ 
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By Mr. Schurz ; 

Q. In that Mr. Gautier refers to certain papers, referring the qnestion of Mr. Hatch's case 
to the cabinet at Washington. Did those papers go through you 7 — A« No, sir ; Mr. Gau- 
tier's letter of February 19, is at my hotel. 

Hon. Hamilton Fish's examination resumed : 

By Mr. ScHURZ : , 

Q. Mr. Gantier, in his letter to Mr. Perry, of the 9th of March, alludes to certain papers 
referring the question to the cabinet at Washington. Did you receive those papers ? — A. I 
have no recollection of them. 

Q. He Rpeaks of having referred certain papers concerning the Hatch case to the govern- 
ment at Washington, and Mr. Perry states that the papers were not re4!eivQd by him. Do 
you say that the papers were not received by the State Department? — A. /I do not mean to 
state that as a positive fact. I have no recollection of such papers. /There were a great 
mauy papers received. I gave the order of the committee .to the cl/ef clerk and directed 
him to pat up all the papers called for. He furnished me with thosc^^hjch I have produced 
here. I have no recollection at the moment of any such paper r^om Mr. Gautier ; but if 
there were one at the department it would not havcf been put up among this bundle, because 
it probably relates to another matter. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Is there anything further in regard to the matters you have been inquired about? — 
A. I have severail other papers here. Mr. Perry's dispatch. No. 16, is dated April 5, and is 
as follows : 



** Commercial Agency of the United States op America, 

** Santo Domingo, April 5, 1870. 

" Sir : I sent communication No. 15 by United States steamer Severn, which sailed yes- 
terday for Cuba. I now send you No. 16 by the United States steamer Bibb, which steamer 
sails to-morrow morning for Key West, via Samana and Havana. I also forward copy of 
Captain Bunce's and Farringlon's letters, at Puerto Plata. The latter has since written the 
English admiral, who is supposed to be at Jamaica, asking his interference in the matter. 
Harrington has the reputation of associating himself with such matters as are mentioned in 
their communications. I have my authority direct from President Baez. He (Harrington) 
has been in bad odor for a long time with this government. 

"The reports of the engagement of Baez's troops with those of Cabral, near Azua, on the 
road to San Juan, were, that some five hundred were engaged on each side, and Cabral is 
reported routed, with some loss. The Dominican government represent that Cabral has re- 
ceived much encouragement from the Haytiens in men, money, and arms, and that some ten 
prisoners (among them a colonel) were Haytiens. 

''I give you these statements as I receive them from President Baez. I cannot vouch for 
tbeir bein^ authentic, as, I regret to say, this government at times gives fictitious reports. 

" So far as at present known, all is quiet throughout the island and waiting anxiously the 
action of Congress at Washitgton. 

" Should annexation not take place very turbulent times are anticipated here. 
**I am, sir, very respectfully your obedient servant, 

•* RAYMOND H. PEjSRY, 

** Commercial Agent, 

" Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

'* Secretary of State, Washington, D, C." 

To this dispatch there are some annexes, a correspondence between Mr. Farrington, Brit- 
ish vice-consul at Puerto Plata, and Captain Bruce. I do not know that they relate to Mr. 
Hatch. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Do they relate to anything connected with the annexation of San Domingo ? — A. I 
will read them and you can judge. 

*' British Vice-Consulate, 

" At Puerto Plata, March 25, 1870. 

" Sir : In conversation with you on Tuesday night you informed me that a report was in 
circulation at the capital that certain merchants of Puerto Plata were contributing to a fund 
in support of a revolution, headed by General Luperon, against this government, and that 
yon had been told this by President Baez, who named me as the person as having giy,en him 
the information. In consequence of such report you were instructed to proceed to Porto 
Plata to report the same to the authorities, and to warn all parties against such proceedings. 
Will you do me the kindness to state if I correctly understand you, and if the within written 
« as you intimated to me ? Further may I ask, are you acting and causing this government 
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to make the proclamation of yesterday in consequence of said information haying been 
given. 

*' I have the honor to be, sir, toot obedient senrant, 

"P. FARRINGTON, 
" Briiiih ViU'Consul at Puerto FlaU, 
** Captain Btjnce, 

'' United Statei Ship of War Nantatket, Puerto Plata. 

** United States Ste>vmer Nantasket, 

*' March 26, 1870. 

" Sir : I am in receipt of your note of the 25th instant. In reply, I have to say that I re- 
ceived information while at Santo Domingo that a party was formed among the foreign 
merchants here to assint Luperon, and that a sum of money had been raised for that pur- 
pose, yourself, as I told you, having been named to me as the informant, and that of Presi- 
dent Baez, the recipient of the said information. 

** I did not say that President Baez had told me this. 

'* As to my objects here, one ef them certainly is — and I desire to accomplish it as plainly as 
possible — to inform the foreign residents here that if any such league or party is formed 
among tliem, and with' or without their aid Luperon, Cabral, or any others hostile to the 
Dominican government, should get possession of this port, the naval forces of the United 
States would retake it, and in so doing the foreign residents, as the largest property owners, 
as well as the most interested in the business of the port, would be the greatest sufferers. 

** As to proclamation of the Dominican authorities here, I know no more than I stated to 
them — precisely what I have written above to you. 
** Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"F. M. BUNCE. 
'* Lieutenant Commander, Commanding, 
"F. Farringt^in, 

''British Vice-Consul, Puerto Platan 

The next is Mr. Perry's dispatch to the Secretary of State, No. 17, of April 16, 1870 : 

*'COMMERCIAL AGENCY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AmKRCCA, 

** Santo Domingo, April 16, 1870. 

**SiR : Your communication of March 14 was duly received. Previous to its receipt I had 
demanded, and with the assistance of Admiral Poor had obtaiued, the release of Mr. 
Hatch, who left hereon the United States steamer Yantic for Havana, and on the 11th 
passed through this' port en route for St. Thomas, stopping here a few hours, by permission 
of Admiral Poor, to obtain his trunks. 

** Your dispatch of March 31 was also duly received, referring to the ratification of the 
treaty of annexation. President Baez did not mention to me until after the departure of 
Mr. Coen (the gentleman sent to Washington) that he had authorized him to exchange the 
ratification of tne treaty, or to extend the time. I hope sincerely that commissioners will 
be sent to San Domingo to examine and report on the condition of the island, &.c. 

** Public opinion is still strongly in favor of annexation, regret only being manifested 
at the possibility of the non-ratification of the treaty. Luperoti h^ left for Turk^s Island, 
and Cabral, since his defeat near Azua, (a report of which I have sent you,) has not been 
heard from. The supposition is that he is in Hayti. Everything is very quiet on the bor- 
der and throughout the island, all anxiously waiting and hoping the action of our Senate 
to be favorable to annexation. 

'* President Baez has this moment informed me that Colonel Fabens sails on the steamer 
Ty bee to- morrrow morning for Washington at the request of two sfenerals in IVashington 
and Mr. Cazneau to negotiate a loan for this government on securities of public property of 
this government, and to relieve Mr. Coen in Washington, the bearer of the returns of the 
election for annexation. 

" I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"RAYMOND H. PERRY, 

** United States Commercial Agent, 

"The Secretary of State, 

** Washington, D. C." 

The next is Mr, Perry*s dispatch. No. 18, dated April 19 : 

** Commercial Agency of the United States, 

** San Domingo City, Apnl 18, 1870. 

"Sir: Please find inclosed quarterly returns as per former Nos. 11, 12, 13, 14, 128,25, 
with vouchers. 

"I mailed communication No. 17 by steamer Tybee. Nothing of importance has occurred 
since her departure. Everything is reported very quiet in the island. Luperon is at Turk's 
Island. Cabral is reported in Uayti, where there is a revolution against Nesage Saget, now 
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president. ETerythin^ in S«n Dominfro is waiting the great question of annexation, and 
ail anxious for the ratification of the treaty. 

**I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"RAYMOND H. PERRY, 

" United States Commercial Agent. 
"The honorable Secretary of State. 

''fVashingtpn, D. C." 

The next is his dispatch of May 14, No. 19, which is entirely on business relative to his 
Appointment of a person to act in his place while away on leave of absence. The next is 
his dispatch No. 20, dated May 14 : 

'* Commercial Agency of the United States of America, 

**8an DomingOf May 14. 

'* Sir : I have the honor to inclose herewith copy of communication addressed by me to 
the honorable ^consuUint^ senate* of San Domiugo, dated April 30, requesting to be 
informed and furnished with iufurmation for my government regarding certain petitions for 
concessions of lands, &c., by one William Cazneau and Schumnker, in violation of 
Article 6 of the treaty concluded between that government and the United States on tne 
29th of November, 1869; also, copies of communications to William L. Caznnau, dated 
respectively May 4 and 5, relating to the same subject; also, copies of notes dated 5th and 
7th of May, to Senor M. M. Gautier, on the same subject ; likewise, copies of note to 
President Baez, dated the 14th of May; all of which, I trust, will meet with your approval. 

'* I may add that I was reluctantly forced into this correspondence in order to get at im- 
portant facts which I believed should be communicated to my government, and in taking 
these stejfls I beg leave to state ttiat I was cordially sustained by many of the leading men 
in Santo Domingo who are in favor of annexation. 

*'The inclosed communications relating to this matter are lettered A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, 
I, J, K, L, and M ; the two latter I have received no answers to. 
'* I am, sir; most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

•i RAYMOND H. PERRY, 

** Commercial Agent United States, 

•• Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

''Secretary of StaU, Washington^ D. C" 

A. 

" Commercial Agency of the United States op Amerk^a, 

** San Domingo, April 30, 1870. 

" To the Honorable Senate of the Dominican Republic : 

** Learning that more than one application has been made to your honorable body, involv- 
ing the ceding by the Dominicf^n government of large tracts of public lands, mining rights, 
&c., to certain parties in this city, among whom I would mention Messrs. Cazueau 
and Schumaker. The former asks for a grant of two hundred thousand acres of, I think 
equal to two hundred million meters of land, for, as he states, emigration purposes, to be 
under his sole control, *&,c. The latter, Mr. Schumaker, for a, railroad grant between 
this city and Azua, some one hundred miles distant, with a grant of one mile oa either side 
of the road. I would therefore respectfully ask of your honorable body, first, whether such, 
or any other like claims or claim nave been made or acted upon; and if so, whether cop- 
ies of the same will be furnished me for the use of my government ? 

'' I would also respectfully call the attention of your honorable body to article 6 of the 
treaty celebrated between the Dominican government and the United States, dated .29th of 
November, which reads : * After the execution hereof to make no grants or concessions of 
lands or rights in lands, and to contract no farther debts until Congress shall assume juris- 
diction over the territory.* Any grants therefore of lands, mining rights, &.C., made since 
29th of November last, are absolutely null and void. 

** Knowing that Mr. Cazneau*s petition was sent to the Senate yesterday, April 29, 1870, 
I take the liberty of recalling the above clause to your attention. 
/* I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

'* RAYMOND H. PERRY, 

** United States Commercial Agent." 

B. 

*' Commercial Agency of the United States of America, 

''Santo Domingo, AprU 30, 1870. 

' Sir : I have this day forwarded to the honorable senate a communication, a copy of which 
I beg to hand you herewith, protesting against sundry proposed grants of lands, &c., to cer- 
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tain residents of this city, which grants and concessions are clearly antaffonistic to article 
6 of the late treaty with my goverDment, hearing date *^th of NoTember, 1 869. 
**I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

** RAYMOND H. PERRY, 

*' United States Commercial Agent, 

*' His excellency President of the Dominican Republic." 

C. 

*' 8ak Domingo, May 3, 1670. 

** My Dear Sir : His excellency, the president of the republic, receiving yesterday evening 
the letter you addressed to him under date of the 3()th of last April, inclosing a copy of the 
one yon say you had forwarded to the honorable consulting senate. 

** Without entering in any manner into details respecting the communication forwarded by 
you to the senate, at d regarding which you do not appear to be as well informed as you 
should be, I will observe that the president and his government have received with great dis- 
satisfac'tion such an unusual step, without being able to explain how you understand the 
character under which you are accredited in this country, and still less by what authority 
you addressed the honorable consulting senate in the manner in which you did. 

** All of which 1 beg to state for your knowledge, saluting you with all consideration. 

"M. M. GAUTIER. 
" A true copy. 

• » RAYMOND H. PERRY, 

** United States Commercial A sent" 
D. 

** Commercial Agency of the United States of America, 

" San Domingo^ May 4, 1870. 

'* Sir : On the 2d instant I had the honor of ad dressing a communication to the president 
of the senate protesting agRinst proposed grants of public land, &c., among them, one to 
yourself of some two hundred thi usand acres of land, stating that in my judgment such con- 
cessions weie t'leaily an infringement of article 6 of the late treaty. As Mr. Gautier, the 
secretary of state, has in a note dated 3d instant, intimated that lam 'not as well informed 
as 1 should be,* I rei>pectfully ask tLat you will furnish me, lor my information, as well as 
for the use of my government, a copy of the application made by you to the senate and ap- 
proved by M. M. Gautier, on the 30th of April last, and which was, 1 have since learned, 
returned to you disapproved. 

** I am, sir, very respectfully, 

"RAYMOND H. PERRY, 

** United States Commercial Agent, 
"W.L. Cazneau." 

E. 

" San Domingo, May 4, 1870. 

**SiR: In reply to your official note of this evening, I have only to observe that you 
seem to altogether misapprehend the case, which in no wise falls within the sphere of 
your duties. 

** Our government was fully apprised, under dates of September 10, and 29, of the charac-. 
ter and object of the enterprise to which you probably refer. 

** No one American has been more intimately connected with the Samana and annexation 
negotiations from their inception to their close, than myself, and I am not likely to infringe, 
either through ignorance or design, on President Grant's policy in this direction. 
'* I am, sir, very respectfully, 

** WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU. 
"Raymond H. Perry, 

" United States Commercial Agent." 

F 

** Commercial Agency of the United States of America, 

** San Domingo, May 5, 1870. 

" Sir : Your communication of the 4th instant in reply to my letter of same date is re- 
ceived, but not accompanied either with the information I desired or a copy of the conces- 
sicps you applied for the Dominican government. You informed me I * misapprehended 
the case, and that it in nowise fulls within the sphere of my duties.* In regard to your 
opinion of what my duties are, my goveinment'and myself are alone to judge. 

'* You state that our government was informed of the enterprise (which you and Mr. Gau- 
tier, secretary of state, still keep a seciet from me) in September last, 10th and 29th. Those 
dates are previous to the signing of the treaty. That being signed, no further step can be 
taken by you to obtain this grant at present. 

" You say that * no one American has been more intimately connected with the annex- 
ation negotiations than yourself.* Unfortunately for the interests of both governments you 
have been slightly connected with it. 

"I am well aware of the designs of yourself and Fabens thus far, and you may rest as- 
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siired that inasmQcli as it'Iies in my power I shall at all hazards prevent injury or intrig^ae 
ag-ainst the interest of my government, and defend the name of President Graut — which 
name I have every reason to fear has already been used by a financial ring for their seliidh 
ends. 

"I am, sir, yours, &c. 

"RAYMOND H. PERRY, 

** United States Commercial Agent. 
"William L. Cazneau." 

a. 

*• San Domingo, May 6, 1870. 

** Sir : I do not recognize any right on the part of the United States commercial agent to 
address either to me or the Dominican senate the demands contained in your notes of 4th 
and 5th instant ; and a proper sense of self-respect compels me to say that I shall not an- 
swer questions so put. Had you in the first instance applied to me for information on the 
subject it would have been freely given to the minutest detail, covering, as it certainly does, 
points of deep interest to both governments, and which should have remained under the spe- 
cial control of the Executive. 

*' It had never occurred to me that the name of President Grant required your protecting 
care ; and the absurd insinuation that it has been used by me, or any associates of mine for 
private speculations is too ridiculous for serious notice. There is not a candid gentleman 
in this community who would not treat such a charge as the wild fancy of a distempered 
brain. 

" I now close the correspondence by informing you that your neglect of due official reticence 
has brought on a premature disclosure of facts that for the public interest should have been, 
held strictly confidential for the present. 

*'All the circumstances of the case, in their varied and important political bearing, have been . 
and will be given to our government. It has in possession the actual facts, not imaginary 
surmises, and to this now will be added for personal reasons, copies of these worse than use- 
less letters. 

*' I am, respectfully, 

"WILLUM L. CAZNEAU. 
"Raymond H. Perry, 

" United States Commercial Agent, 
"A true copy : 

"RAYMOND H. PERRY, 

" United States Commercial Agent." 
H. 

[Answer to B.] 

"San Domingo, May 3, ]870. 

"My Dear Sir : His excellency, the President of the republic, received yesterday eve- 
ning the letter you addressed to him under date of the 30th of last April, inclosing a copy 
of the one you say you had forwarded to the honorable consulting senate. 

" Without entering in any manner into details respdcting the communication forwarded by 
you to the senate, and regarding which you do not appear to be as well informed as you * 
should be, I will observe that the President and his government has received with great 
dissatisfaction such an unusual step, without being aole to explain how you understand 
the character under which you are accredited in this country, and still less by what author 
ity you addressed the honorable consulting senate in the manner in which you did. 

"All of which I beg to state for your knowledge ; saluting you with all consideration. 

"M. M. GAUTIER." 
I. 

" Commercial Agency of the United States op America, 

"5a« Domingo City, May 5, 1870. 

" Sir : Your communication of 3d instant was duly received. Among the many reasons I 
had for addressing the honorable senate, I would mention that while in quest of the infor- 
mation you intimate that I stand so much in need of, I was told distinctly and emphatically 
by yourself that there was no application for a grant, such as I spoke of, before the senate, 
presented by Mr. Cazneau, while at that very moment I had positive information from at 
least three senators to the contrary. And 1 was also informed that a day «nd hour was to 
have been set aside by you to enable you to meet the senate in secret session in order to 
complete this transaction for, apparently, the mutual benefit of yourself and your friend 
Mr. Cazneau. 

" As the proposed grant was, in my judgment, in direct violation of article six of the late 
treaty, signed by yourself and myself on behalf of our respective governments, I felt that 
delay might result in gi'eat disadvantage to my government, as well as serious loss to our 
expectant new territory. 

" I regret exceedingly that the president and his government views with great dissatis- 
faction the step I have taken, the more so, since under like circumstances I shall pursue a 
similar course. As to the position I hold in this country, the credentials empowering me to 
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sign tbe late treaty fully warrant me in seeing tlyit its provisions are impartially and hon- 
estly carried oat. 

'* Your inquiry as bow I understand tbe cbaracter I am accredited in tbis country, and 
still less by what autliority I addressed the honorable senate, were it couched in a more 
gentlemanly term, would receive a more extended answer. It certainly lies, iu my opinion, 
clearly within my line of duty to prevent, if possible, any intrigue against my government 
or any infringement upon tbe treaty signed by us. I have bad no other object daring my 
stay in Santo Domingo than to carry out the wishes of my government and tbe policy of 
General Grant free from any motives of self-interest, and in that endeavor have always ac- 
ted fairly and honorably in my intercourse with the Dominican government, which I regpret 
to say has not always been reciprocated iu tbe same spirit of candor and frankness. 
'*! am, sir, yours, &,c. 

"RAYMOND H. PERRY, 

** Untied States Commercial Agent. 
**M. M. Gautier, 

** Secretary of Sta, San Jio ningo. 

[Answer to I.] 

J. 

" San Domingo, May 9, 1S70. 

" Sir : In due course I received your communication of tbe 5tb instant, and my govern- 
ment has been put in knowledge of tbe same. 

" The terms in which said communication is conceived and written, as. well as tbe per- 
sonal cbaracter you have given to the transaction, has made it advisable, for tbe moment, to 
send a copy of said cominunication to tbe cabinet at Washington, in order that its contents 
may be duly weighed and appreciated. 

** Meanwhile, and until an answer is received from tbe government of the United States, 
which, on its side, i9 sufficiently cognizant of tbe transaction, the cause of your disagreea- 
ble correspondence, and which answer my government does not doubt meriting, I have to 
participate to you that all correspondence between yourself and this ministry in reference to 
tbe matter remains suspended. 

** Your obedient servant, 

"M.M. GAUTIER. 

" Raymond H. Perry, Esq., 

" Commercial Agent of the United States in the City of San Domigo" 

K. 

*• Commercial Agency op the United States op America, 

"San Domingo, AS ay 7, 1870. 

"Sir: On the 30th of April last, I addressed a communication to the honorable senate, a 
copy of which I also sent the president, the extreme urgency of the case alone necessitating 
my course of action. 

"Learning, indirectly, that tbe senate bad strongly disapproved of tbe application of Mr, 
Cazneau, and that he had consequently withdrawn it, I would respectfully ask of you 
• whether such are the facts, as well as for any other information on this or like subjects which 
may be of importance to my government. I do again ask for a copy of the petition. Re- 
peating my request for a copy of the above-named petition for a grant, as well as a copy of 
the proposed grant itself, 

"I remain, very respectfully, yours, &c., 

"R. H. PERRY, 
" United States Commercial Agent, 
"Hon. M. M. Gautier, 

** Secretary of State ^ San Domingo. 

" i received no answer to this. 

" PERRY." 
L. 

"Commercial Agency op the United States op America, 

"San Domingo, May 14, 1870. 

" Sir : On tbe 29th of April last, I made verbal inquiry of your minister of state and jus- 
tice touching certain petitions which I was informed by three of your senators were then 
before that honorable body involving large grants of land, &c., to certain individuals, resi- 
dents of this city, and I was distinctly to understand by said ministers that there were no 
such petitions before tbe senate. On the same day, but subsequently, I made the same in- 
quiry of the honorable senate in a formal communication addressed to them, copy of which 
I at the ' time forwarded to your excellency, and which communication was replied to by 
your minister of state iu a note wanting in courtesy, full of resentment at my course of ac- 
tion, and throwing discredit upon my source of information. Qn tbe 5th instant, in answer 
to the above, I wrote to your minister of state, giving my reasons for addressing the hon- 
orable Senate, and again asking for copies of said petitions. 0n tbe 1 1th instant I received a 
reply frcm your minister declining to communicate with me further on this matter, giving as 
ft reason therefor the tone of my letter on tbe 5th instant. On the 7th instant I again wrote to 
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jour minister of state, (by request of your minister of justice instead of addressing yoarself 
as I thought of doiug,) repeating^ my former request, to which I have received uo answer, 

"Now, therefore, in virtue of the powers plenipotentiary vested in me by my government, 
under the seal of the United States, authorizing me to sign, on the part of my government, 
the late treaty, and consequently to see, as far as lies in my power, that its provisions are 
fully and honestly carried out, I most respectfully ask that your excellency will instruct 
yoor minister, or whosesoever duty it may be, to furnish me, for the use of my government, 
copies of the late petitions of Messrs. Cazneau and Schumaker, to the honorable Seuate, 
asking for certain very large grants of lands, mining privileges, <Xrc., under the plea of 
encouraging emigration, fusteriug railroad enterprises, ^c , as well as certified copies of the 
action of the senate thereon. 

'* Since .writing the foregoing I have been informed that there is a quantity of arms, ammu- 
nition, and a number of boxes of specie on board the steamer Tybee, now at her dock in this 
city. They are shipped for and by the request of the Dominican government, I underdtand, 
by Mr. Fabens, who is represented as the agent of Spofford, Tilestou &. Co. , who are agents 
of Peter Lauson & Co., of the English loan. 

*' All grants and concessions of lands and further advancements on this loan are, you know, 
in direct violation of the treaty signed the *29th of November last. Since this date there are 
many other grants, and concessions, i&c, reported at Samana, Azua, &c. Please have me 
informed as to the truth or falsity of the above reports. 
** I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

'* RAYMOND H. PERRY, 

'* United States Commercial Agent, 

" His Excellency the President of the Dominican Republic. 

"Received no answer to this. 

"PERRY." 

" [No. 28.] * ** Senate Chamber op Dominican Republic. 

** Senor Consul : To-day I reported to the senate the contents of your note dated the 30th 
of last April, inclosing protest against any concession of public lauds, mines, ^c, to* 
individuals of this city, and particularly to William L. Cazneau and Schumaker, subsequent 
to the date of the treaty concluded between this republic and the United States of America, 
as a violation of the article 6 of the said treaty. 

** And the honorable body takes upon itself to say to you in reply that it has resolved that 
as you are accredited as commercial agent in the government of this republic, that it is to * 
the government that you should direct your communications. 

" Inasmuch as the senate cannot take cognizance of matters outside their circle or proper 
course, I communicate this to you for your information for such purpose as it may serve you. 

"I avail myself of this opportunity to manifest my sentiments of most distinguished con- 
sideration, and subscribe mjself the president, &c. 

"PEDRO GARIEDAR. 

"Senor Raymond H.Perry, 

" Commercial Agent of the United States^ San Domingo, May 9, 1870." 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. In one of these communications Mr. Cazneau states that he has sent all the informa- 
tion which Mr. Perry asks for the government of the United States, together with copies of 
these letters. Did he do so ? Was such communication ever received at the State Depart- 
ment? — A. I have* no recollection of receiving any communication from Mr. Cazneau. I 
think the reference there is to a communication said to have been in September last. 

Q. So Mr. Cazneau, although he states that he had communicated all the facts to the United 
States government, had not communicated them to the State Department ? — A. They may 
be in the State Department possibly ; but it was before the negotiation of the treaty, if in 
September, and I nave not got them with me, if they are there. There have been various 
communications at different times. 

Q. Perhaps you do not understand my question. In one of these communications 
"which you have read, Mr. Cazneau states that he had conveyed all the information which 
Mr. Perry asks for concerning those grants, saying at the same time that Mr. Perry had 
prematurely disclosed certain facts of importance (which disturbed certain arrangements) 
to the government of the United States. I would ask whether such a communication 
from Mr. Cazneau, inclosing copies of those letters, has been received at the State Depart- 
ment? — A. Mr. Cazneau has sent copies of his correspondence with Mr. Perry. Mr. Caz- 
neau refers in this letter to information which he says was communicated as far back as 
September to the State Department. I suppose that is what you inquire about. 

Q. The information I refer to is information concerning land grants.— A. I have received 
no communication from Mr. Cazneau since the negotiation of the treaty until he sent me 
copies of this very correspondence with Mr. Perry. 

Q. Is that all he sent ? — A. That is all I received from him. 
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By Mr. Williams : 

Q. Since the negotiation of the treaty? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was there any information conveyed by him to the department prior to that time on 
any subject 7— A. There is a great deal of in&rmation for years back. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. In relation to grants since the execution of the treaty ? — A. No, sir ; no information 
in regard to anything since the execution of the treaty. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Does he refer in the letter necessarily to grants made or asked for since the signing 
of the treaty? — A, I cannot explain that. 

By Mr. SCHURZ: 

Q. He speaks of "premature disclosure of facts that, for the public interest, should have 
been held strictly confidential for the present." Was the Secretary of State informed of the 
facts which had been thus prematurely disclosed, as Mr. Cazneau alleges, or know anything 
about them?— A. I do not know what is referred to. I only know what I get from this 
correspondence. 

By the Chairman : 

Q Was the treaty substantially made by General Babcock drawn by yourself ?-7-A. 
Before answering that question I want to understand whether we are in executive session. 
My communications with regard to the treaty, I presume, are only to be made through the 
President to the Senate. I am quite ready to answer the question, however. 

The Chairman. We do not want you to answer anything that is not proper. 

The Witness. If there are none but senators present I will answer the question cheer- 
fully and gladiy. ' ^ 

Mr. Howard. I suppose the question whether you will make such disclosure is to be re- 
ferred to yourself. I take it your communication with the President on the subject of the 
draft of that committee was a confidential conversation or communication, and, as such, is 
'privileged. 

The Witness. If the committee desire it, I would say that I understand the question to 
be whether the treaty as negotiated by General Babcock was substantially that prepared by 
the State Department, under the direction of the President. 

Mr. Ferry. One moment. If the Secretary is to be inquired of respecting the negotia- 
tion of this treaty in part, I should desire also an opportunity to inquire of the Secretary 
in respect to that negotiation in full, and the answering of a single question by the Secre- 
tary as to the original draught of the treaty, or anything of that kind would not accomplish 
the object of myself, as one member of the committee, in making the inquiry. I should 
want to go further, and, therefore, perhaps we ought to settle this question. 

Mr. Howard. It seems to be a premature objection on the part of Senator Ferry. It 
does not follow, because the Secretary sees fit to disclose one confidential fact, that he may 
be compelled to disclose another which is not connected with the former fact at all. I take it 
it must be left to his own discretion and sense of his obligation to the Executive when he is 
called upon to disclose any of these confidential communications between him and the 
President. 

The Chairman. Of course. 

Mr. Howard. I do not think we can compel him to disclose anything of that nature, if 
he sees fit to refuse. He is not a witness on cross-examination. If he were a witness in 
court on cross- examination and saw fit to disclose one confidential fact, he would be com- 
pellable to disclose all others relating to the same subject-matter in order to get at the whole 
truth. I think that is the rule of law ; but in this matter all his communications and con- 
versations with the President of the United States in regard to that treaty or any other sub- 
ject are regarded in law as confidential and privileged. 

Mr. Williams. I suggest whether it would not be as well to waive the question. There 
certainly can be no doubt of the fact on the evidence already submitted. It is beyond all 
controversy. 

Mr. Howard. I am entirely willing to leave it to the Secretary himself. 

Mr. Williams. It would be cumulative evidence. 

The Witness. I will answer the question very cheerfully if you desire an answer. 

Mr. ScHURZ. Before questions of this kind concerning the treaty and the policy of the 
government in making the treaty are put, I will Observe that I conceive the relations be- 
tween the* Secretary ot State and the President to be of a confidential nature, and that, 
unless our report is to go before the Senate in executive session alone, I consider it of 
doubtful propriety whether we should examine the Secretary of State on that subject which 
necessarily he would treat with a certain reticence. It is true that he might feel authorized 
to make certain statements, but he would probably feel himself- under the necessity of with- 
holding other statements ; but at the same time it is true that when we examine a witness 
as a witness, (and we cannot examine the Secretary of State here in any other capacity, > 
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then he mnst be sabject to cross-examination jnstiw well as any other witness ; that if we 
get part of the truth, we are entitled to the whole trath, as far as he can give it. 

The Chairman. That question is hardlj discussable, because the question now is simplj 
whether we shall inquire of the Secretary of State as to the treaty at all. 

Mr. Howard. I do not admit the principle as broadly laid down by Senator Schurz. 

Mr. Schurz. I submit to the committee whether H is proper to go with the Secretary of 
State iDto an examination into this point at all. If we do, then I do not see how any ex- 
emption could be claimed for him that could not be claimed for any other witness ; and if 
his situation is such that he should claim any exemption in consequence of his confideatial 
relations with the President, I think it would be best to drop that examination eanirely. 

The Chairman. The rule is that the Secretary of State has a ri^ht to make such com> 
munications as he thinks will not injure the public interests to have made public, and he 
himself is the judge of that 

Mr. Howard. That is the rule beyond a doubt. 

Mr. Ferry. In a committee of investigation ?* 

The Chairman. That is the rule of law everywhere, I suppose, in regard to confidential 
agents of the govemmeut. I am to blame for this matter. The question itself, perhaps, is 
improper, and therefore I withdraw it. 

Mr. Williams. We have the testimony of other witnesses on this point. General Babcock 
and General Sackett. 

Mr. Howard. I think we shall be setting a bad precedent by asking the Secretary of 
State to disclose such matters. 

The Witness. The whole facts are before you in an executive document. 

By Mr. Williams : 

Q. Did you ever give Mr. Perry a peremptory order to demand the release of Mr. 
Hatch ? — A. Yes ; it went down there, but it got there after Mr. Hatch was released, I thiuk. 
He was already discharged when Mr. Perry received his instructions to demand his release. 

Q. Be good enough to state why, prior to that time, you did not give the order to Mr. 
Perry ? — A. Because we thought he was rele<ised. 

Q. What I wish to know is, was there any desire or intention on the part of the executive 
department of the government to have Mr. Hatch restrained of his liberty there in San Do- 
mingo ? — A. Quite the reverse. There was every desire to have Mr. Hatch released at the 
earliest possible moment. The first communication we had of Mr. Hatch's troubles was re- 
ceived from Mr. Smith, in a letter dated in September. That communication of Mr. Smith, 
as I recollect now, stated that he had then been confined for some time ; that he had been 
aware of it, but did not communicate the fact to the department. There was something in 
that letter which, as I thought, reflected a little upon Mr. Smith, because he had known the 
fact and had said nothing about it until he imagined some slight from General Babcock — he 
not being invited on board the ship, I believe. It occurred to me that it was not altogether 
creditable to Mr. Smith ; and when I communicated that letter to the Senate I retained 
that part of it. I thought that he was a little excited by not receiving an invitation, and 
then tried to throw the blame on General Babcock. It was followed up by directions for 
intervention in Mr. Hatch's behalf, and we can only communicate about once in forty days. 
Then came the communication that he had been tried, condemned, and pardoned. The 
executive government then thought there was the end of Mr. Hatch's case, as he was par- 
doned and allowed to go. Some few weeks after we found him still in confinement ; and on 
the 11th of January, I think the date is on, receiving Senator Ferry's communication, I in- 
structed Mr. Perry to interpose his good offices to secure his release. Subsequently, finding 
that he was not relecused upon that, we sent a peremptory order. In the meantime he was 
released and given up, but at the successive stages of receiving information about him we 
acted on every occasion we possibly could. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Mr. Secretary, did you ever give General Babcock, or General Sackett, or any other 
person except Mr. Perry, any instructions in regard to the release of Mr. Hatch ? — A. I do 
not remember whether I may not have written to Mr. Smith before Mr. Perry went down; 
hut to none excepting one or other of the commercial agents who were there. They were 
the only parties with whom I communicated on the subject. 

Q. Not having given Babcock or Sackett any such instruction in relation to the release of 
Hatch, do you understand it to have been the duty of either of them, under the circum- 
stances, and under the instructions with which they were sent to San Domingo, to interfere in 
regard to Hatch to procure his release?— A. No, sir ; General Sackett had no instructions ; 
he went out as interpreter. If General Babcock had interfered in behalf of Hatch, I sup- 
pose he would have received very much the same kind of snubbing which they ^ave Mr. 
Perry when he transcended the legitimate duties of his office and addressed himself, instead 
of to the secretary of state, to the president of the senate or the president of the republic. 
The commercial agent is there a quasi diplomatic agent, with very limited powers. To a 
certain extent, a diplomatic function is recognized in him, but his duty is to correspond 
solely through the state department or the office of foreign affairs. We allow not here the 
foreign ministers to communicate with Congress or with the President, excepting through 
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the Department of State ; and it was for that that thej wrote those letters to Mr. Peny, I 
infer. 

Q. Mr. Perry and General Babcock and General Sackett were tog^ether on the island, and 
the duty of interfering in behalf of Mr. Hatch belonged properly to Mr. Perry, did it not ? — 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would it not therefore have been rather a piece of impertinence on the part of General 
Babcock to have assumed upon himself the business of negotiating with the government of 
the island in respect to the release of Hatch ? — A. I think so. 

Q. Would not diplomatists generally so regard it? — A. I think so. 

By Mr, Warner : 

Q. Did General Babcock have, or was he intended to have, any other dnty as the repre- 
sentative of our government, except the single one of negotiating this treaty ? — A. That 
was all. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. W^as General Babcock instructed, in your letter of instructions to him, ''to protect the 
people of that republic against foreign interference while the nation is expressing its will, 
and also to protect the interests and rights which the United States may obtain under such 
convention?" — A. You cannot go into his instructions without going into the treaty. I 
will, however, answer the question which has been put. It was part of his instructions to 
|insert in the treaty a provision to that effect. 

Q. That is not my inquiry. My inquiry is, whether it was his duty there, as an officer of 
[the United States, by your own instructions to him, to protect the interests and rights of the 
United States ? — A. I think that the instructions went to the effect simply that that protec- 
tion was to be exercised during the taking of the vote. The instructions, however, will 
[speak for themselves. 

Q. You remarked that when you received Mr. Smithes first communication you thought that 
he had had knowledge for some time of the imprisonment of Mr. Hatch, but failed to in- 
form the department until he felt himself somewhat slighted by Gleneral Babcock t — A. That 
seemed to be the inference. 

Q. Were you aware that Mr. Hatch was arrested at Barahona on the 28th of August ? — 
A. A subsequent communication stated that, but the first one did not, I think. 

Q. Do you know that the fact was so ? — A. I so understand it. 

Q. Were you aware that he was taken from Barahona to Azua, and arrived there on the 
3d of September? — A. I d^ not remember the dates. 

Q. And that on the 3d of September he wrote to Mr. Smith, which was the first know- 
ledge Mr. Smith ever received about it, and that Mr. Smith wrote to you on the 4th ? — A. 
Mr. Smith wrote to me on the 4th. I did not desire to reflect on Mr. Smith, but simply to 
explain the whole transaction, I being asked as to the interference of the department. 

Q. You will observe, therefore, that your impression that Mr. Smith had neglected his 
duty in not giving the department notice of Mr. Hatch's arrest until some time after the ar- 
rest was a mistake on your part ? — A. It may have been ; bnt I was acting on what was 
before me at the time. In his letter of the 4th of September, Mr. Smith writes : 

" San Domingo City, September 4, 1869. 

*' Sir : I consider it my duty to bring to the knowledge of the department the critical 
situation of Mr. Davis Hatch, a citizen of the United States, who, it is reported, is under 
arrest at Barahona. 

** Mr. Hatch came to this country as the agent of a company consisting of Mr. Augustus 
Schell and other men of standing in the city of New York, for the purpose of working the 
salt mountain of * Neiba,' and making a railroad to Barahona to facilitate the shipment of 
the salt. Mr. Hatch obtained the concession from the Spanish government, which was 
confirmed by the Cabral administration. When Mr. Baez returned to power, he sent for 
Mr. Hatch, as there had previously existed an unfriendly feeling. Mr Hatch was brought 
by force on board a man-of-war to this capital, but, on my representation, the difficulty be- 
tween himself and the President was arranged amicably, and Mr. Hatch was allowed to re- 
turn to Barahona. Some time since Barahona was taken by the revolutionary party, and 
they held it some months ; it was retaken some three weeks ago, and it was rumored that 
Mr. Hatch had been arrested. 

*'Some three weeks ago I called at once on President Baez, who confirmed the rumor, and 
said that charges had been preferred against him, and at my request I was promised a copy 
of said charges as soon as received by the government. 

**I informed you that, whether rightly or wrongly, that Mr. Hatch had been arrested some 
three weeks before this time. 

** Some two weeks having elapsed without my hearing further, I called, on the 29th of 
August, again on the President, and he informed me that he had given orders to send up Mr 
Hatch to this city. 
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" Mr. Hatch therefore had been arrested before the 3d of September ; bat as he has not yet 
arrived, I feel ^eat anxiety as to his actual position. 

*^0n the 31st nltimo the United States ship Tuscarora arrived from Key West, when Com- 
roander Queen called on me. I handed him a memoraDdum rep^ardin^ Mr. Hatch, and ex- 
pressed my desfre that he would proceed to Barahoua, see Mr. Hatch, and learn the particu- 
lars of his case" 

Barahona I understand to be distant some OTie hundred miles, and there is not a daily mail 
there, I take it. Then comes the complaint of the commercial agent against General Bab- 
cock; and putting these things together, I came to the conclusion that Mr. Hatch had been 
in confinement for some time, and that the complaint did not come out until it was coupled 
with the criticism with General Babcock ; and, therefore, when I first transmitted the papers 
to the Senate, it may have been a mistaken delicacy to Mr. Smith — I did not communicate 
that part of this letter. 

Q. You stated that you did not consider it to have been the duty of General Babcock, 
under his instructions, to take any steps for the release of Mr. Hatch. Would it have been 
any violation of the duty of General Babcock to advise the United* States commercial agent 
not to ask for the release of Mr. Hatch, lest Mr. Hatch should interfere with the treaty of 
annexatiqn ? — A. I do not understand your question. 

Q. Would it have been a violation of General Babcock's duty to advise the commercial 
agent not to interfere to procure the release of Mr. Hatch, lest Mr. Hatch, if set at liberty, 
snould oppose the project of annexation 7 — ^A. He had no instructions on the subject. I 
should think it would have been a thing that no American citizen, certainly no officer of the 
government, would have done. 

By Mr. Howard : . 

Q. Would it not at least have been an indelicacy on the part of General Babcock f — ^A. 
A great indelicacy, I should think. His instructions did not anticipate any case of that 
kind. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. Would you have considered it a violation of his instructions by General Babcock if he 
had advised and solicited President Baez, while negotiating that treaty, to release Mr. 
Hatch? — A. No, sir; it would have been in accordance with nis instructions; but it would 
hftve been a very proper thing to have done to advise his release at any time ; I take it it 
woald certainly not have been improper. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Proper for him as a citizen ? — A. Yes, sir. 

» 

By Mr. SCHURZ ; 

Q. And as an officer of the government ? — A. Or as an officer of the government, in what- 
ever capacity ; but it might nave been received as an act of officiousness, possibly. That 
would depend on the character of the government somewhat. 

Q. According to your diplomatic experience, do you think that while negotiating a treaty, 
which negotiation put General Babcock in confidential and very kind relations to President 
Baez, it would have been probable that General Babcock would have been snubbed by Presi- 
dent Baez if he had made such a request ? — A. The gentleman who^ asks the question has 
had more diplomatic experience abroad than I have had, and can judge on that point for 
himself. 

By Mr. Warner : 

Q. Supposing Mr. Perry to have been a fit person to occupy the position of commercial 
agent, that agency being in some s^nso a diplomatic one, would you have considered the 
rights of the United States and of its citizens there as abundantly cared for, or capable of beiijg 
protected by him, without the aid of another ? — A. The commercial agent is the only repre- 
sentative we have there. He exercises the right of asylum. In cases of political disturb- 
ance, the house of the consul in those imperfectly civilized governments is an asylum in 
which parties, take refuge. I think they have very frequently done so; I do not know 
whether they have in Mr. Perry's case, but I think they have at that place. That office is 
abundantly sufficient. It is the only one we have in that country. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. He was the responsible officer in respect to these complaints? — A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Ferry. The statement of the case is precisely this : Not that General Babcock did 
not interfere for the release of Mr. Hatch, but that General Babcock, while there negotiating 
this treaty, learning that Mr. Perry, the proper person, was endeavoring to procure the re- 
lease of Mr. Hatch, advised Mr. Perry not to procure his release. 

That is the charge. 

Mr. Howard. You do not say that as a fact. 

The Witness. I have no knowledge of it, as a ibatter of fact. 

Mr. Ferry. I made that statement in the Senate, and expect to substantiate it or aban- 
don it. 

S. Eep. 334 7 
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By Mr. Warner : 

Q. Have you any evidence or knowledge tliat General Babcock did, in any way, inter- 
fere to prevent the release of Mr. Hatch 7 — A. I have no knowledge whatever, and no be- 
lief that he did. Nothing )ias come to me except the rumor, as I hear it from the debates of the 
Senate, that he so interfered. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Did Mr. Perry, in his correspondence with you, ever pretend that General Babcock 
had thus interfered to prevent the release of Mr. Hatch 7 — A. I do not recollect any com- 
plaint of the kind from Mr. Perry; 

June 13, 1870. 

The members of the committee and several persons summoned as witnesses being present; 
Mr. Schurz asked that the room be cleared of persons not members of the committee, as he 
had a proposition to submit ; which being done — 

Mr. Schurz. I notice that among the persons present as witnesses is Mr. Fabens. Mr. 
Fabens, as I understand, is the representative, in fact the plenipotentiary of a foreign 
power. I noticed him here at our lattt meeting, when Mr. Fish was proceeding with a very 
important part of his testimony. I was then informed that the gentleman I noticed was 
Mr. Fabens. I having never seen him before. Now, I submit a question, whether it is 
proper that the representative of a foreign power be admitted as an auditor to the proceed- 
ings of this committee. 

Mr. Howard. I understand that Mrr Fabens came here for the purpose of making some 
statements before the committee in regard to the negotiation of the treaty, and perhaps, also, 
in regard to the detention of Hatch. What he proposes to say, I do not know*; but I un- 
derstand he has offered himself as a witness to testify to something in relation to the sub- 
ject-matter that has been referred to this committee. I do not see any impropriety, I con- 
fess, in his being here as a witness, and being allowed to make his statements. On the 
other hand, it seems to me that fairness would require that, if he desires so to do, he should 
be allowed to make his statement. I do not see that we shall be offending the government 
of San Domingo by allowing this to be done by its representative, nor do I think it incon- 
sistent with the dignity of the United States that a representative of a foreign government 
should come forward as a witness ; and if the subject-matter about which the other witnesses 
testify relates to his own government, I confess 1 can see no impropriety in his being pres- 
ent and being informed of it unless there is something in the nature of the subject which 
reouires secrecy on our part. I have not seen that yet. 

Mr. Schurz. We had nim here dav before yesterday, when the Secretary of State laid ' 
certain papers before us w^hich so far had been treated as confidential. It struck me then 
that his presence was not very proper. As to his testifying before this committee, I wish to 
submit the following considerations : As the diplomatic representative of a foreign power he 
is entitled to certain privileges and immunities. We cannot swear him if he refuses to be 
sworn, and if we want to cross-examine him he may refuse to be cross-examined. We can- 
not hold, him for contempt, and we cannot prosecute him fur perjury. His position, there- 
fore, is quite an exceptional one, and I submit to the committee whether it would be proper 
to have a witness here who may do just as he pleases. 

Mr. Howard. I suppose we could not punish him for a contempt of the committee in re- 
fusing to answer questions. Whether he could be prosecuted for perjury is another matter. 

Mr. Williams. If he comes here voluntarily ana submits himself to the jurisdiction of 
the committee, he becomes like any other person, it strikes me. 

Mr. Howard. At all events, if he refused to answer questions or gave equivocal answers 
it would be for the committee to give his testimony such weight as it would be entitled to. 
' Mr. Schurz. I do not think that he could be prosecuted for perjury. Being the diplo- 
matic representative of a foreign power he would be entirely exempt. 

Mr. Williams. The minister of England is liable for a crime committed in this countiy 
just as much as I am. Suppose he murders a man, is he not liable 7 

Mr. Schurz. That is a different thing. 

Mr. Williams. If he commits perjury, or larceny, or murder, he is as much subject to the 
criminal jurisdiction of this country as a citizen. 

Mr. Schurz. I doubt very much whether, if he were here as a witness, we could prose- 
cute him for perjury. 

* Mr. Williams. I do not think we could force him to come as a witness, and testify as to 
matters connected with his government ; but if ho should come before this committee in 
obedience to its summons, or make a voluntary appearance, which it would be in fact 

The Chairman. He is not even subpoenaed. 

Mr. Howard. He is coming here voluntarilj', I understand. Especially, as Mr. Fabens's 
character is implicated in this matter, and various charges are made against him personally, 
it seems to me fair that he should be allowed to make his own statements. 
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Mr. Williams. So far as I am concerned I have no desire to have Mr. Fabens present 
"when other witnesses are examined. I think there is a propriety in his beings away while 
other witnesses are examined, if it is the desire of any member of the committee^; 'but I do 
not concur in the idea that he may not be examined as a witness if he is willing to come,' 
because our object here is to ascertain the truth about this matter from all sources. 

Mr. Ferry. The only one point that has struck me in regard to Mr. Fabens is this : 
whether, with his privileges, his testimony here would be apt to give us more insight into 
the truth of this transaction than we should possess without it. The theory, as I under- 
stand, is that Mr. Fabens voluntarily appears here and voluntarily o£fers his testimony. He 
voluntarily answers such questions as he chooses to answer, and refuses to answer such 
other questions as he chooses to refuse to answer, if that be so, his examination would not 
conduce to the elucidation of truth. 

The Chairman. Would not this be the better way in regard to his testimony : he has a 
right to be a witness if he pleases 

Mr. Ferry. He has no right about it. 

The Chairman. He has a right to waive his privileges if he chooses. 

Mr. ScHURZ. He can do that. 

The Chairman. The suggestion I was about to make was this : that if he appears here 
and testifies as a witness ; wnenever the time comes that he refuses to answer any question 
the point could then be very properly raised whether the testimony he had given previous 
thereto should not be stricken out. 

Mr. Williams. I think it would be entirely proper, if Mr. Fabens appears here as a wit- 
ness, to inform him before he commences that in testifyiag here it is understood that he puts 
himself in the position of any other witness before this committee, and will be expected to 
answer all questions like any other witness. If he sees proper, under such circumstances, to 
waive bis privilege, he may do so ; but he must do it with the understanding that he is liable 
to cross-examination and will be required to answer all questions like any other witness. 
Would not that be well f 

Mr. YiCKERS. I think that would be very well. 

Mr. Williams. Then if he prefers not to testify he may withdraw. But if he testifies at 
all, I shall insist that he shall answer all proper questions which will not implicate himself 
in any particular crime, just like any other witness ; but as far as I am concerned I shall 
insist that he answer everv question about this subject-matter, no matter whom the questioui 
may affect. That would oe my idea. 

Mr. Howard. How far he could waive his privilege is a more delicate question. I take 
it in law it is not his personal privilege, but the privilege of his government. 

Mr. Schurz. I was just about to make that remark. 

Mr. Howard. We can tell better when he comes to make his statement. 

Mr. Schurz Then I move, in the first place, that Mr. Fabens be not permitted to be* 
present during the examination of witnesses. 

Mr. Howard. In reply to that suggestion I would say that I shall have to interrogate 
General Babcock on some points which it is necessary Mr. Fabens should understand be- 
fore he comes to testify ; because I shall want, when he is examined, to put questions to him 
on the same subjects. So, for convenience, I should prefer to have him present during some 
of the time at least. 

The Chairman. The motion is that Mr. Fabens be not permitted to be present during the 
examination of other witnesses. 

Mr. Ferry. I think that is most manifestly proper ; and in regard to the suggestion just 
made by Senator Howard that General Babcock is to be examined by him upon certain par- 
ticulars and that he wishes Mr. Fabens to be present when General Babcock thus testifies, 
because he expects to call Mr. Fabens to the same points. I submit that that is the very 
reason why courts exclude witnesses from being present at the testimony of other witnesses. 
I think the statement made by Senator Howard ought to be a sufficient reason why Mr. 
Fabens should be excluded, at any rate, when the testimony of General Babcock is given. 

Mr. Howard. My object is to have him informed of the nature of the subject-matter 
about which I shall interrogate General Babcock, so that he may have the subject in mind 
when he himself is examined. That certainly is fair, as it seems to me. And the idea of 
excluding a man from attendance on this committee simply because he is the representative 
of a foreign power, when his own personal character is deeply involved in the question un- 
der investigation, and when accusations of the most disreputable kind are made against him 
personally, as well as against his government, is to me a very singular principle of law. I 
cannot imagine that there can be any such principle. 

Mr. Vickers. That is not the point now. 

Mr. Howard. The motion is that he shall be excluded firom the room. Certainly, when 
a criminal is on trial, no matter how inconsiderable or contemptible the offense may be with 
which he is charged, he is at least allowed to be present to hear the witnesses examined 
against him, and nobody can deny that Mr. Fabens is directly charged with offenses and 
misconduct connected with the concoction of this treaty. Why should he be excluded from 
hearing the testimony 7 Will you exclude from such an investigation the very man whose 



100 DAVIS HATCH. 

I 

character and conduct are in question f It seems to me to be contrary to every principle of 
justice. , » 

Mr. ScHURZ. I think when Mr. Fabens is examined nobody will object to any member, 
of the committee telling him what the testimony on the point as to which he is being exam- 
ined has been, at any rate, if it affects him. 

Mr. YiCKERS. That would be ri^^ht. 

Mr. ScHURZ. Certainly ; but the question is, whether he should asBist here while we are 
taking testimony in which he is not concerned at all personally, and which may involve 
great interests of our government alone. 

Mr. Ferry. To talk of Mr. Fabens being on trial, or under charge here, is an absurdity. 
The evidence in the case has'disclosed circumstances which, if true, disparage M. Fabens; 
but, on that account, to place him in the light of a person accused and on trial, and there- 
fore to be confronted with the witnesses, strikes me as very strange. 

Mr. Howard. Does Senator Ferry pretend to deny that this proceeding is in the nature 
of an accusation against Mr. Fabens as well as Mr. Cazueau, President Baez, General Bab- 
cock, and other persons 7 If there is no accusation against those gentlemen, why was this 
inquiry launched 7 

Mr. Ferry. I deny that this proceeding is in the nature of an accusation against anybody 
except the Dominican government for wrongs and outrages perpetrated upon Davis Hatch, 
a citizen of the United States. That is what this case is exactly. 

The Chairman. That being the case, and Mr. Fabens being the representative of the 
Dominican government, is he not entitled to know what is alleged against his government 7 

Mr. ScHURZ. Then, upon the same principle, when we investigate the Alabama claims, 
the representative of the Crown of England should assist at the meetings of the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

The Chairman. Clearly ; there would be no trial otherwise, if that matter was under ex- 
amination. If this is an accusation against the Dominican government, and that govern- 
ment is not to be heard, what kind of a trial is it to be 7 Wholly ex parte ? 

Mr. ScHURZ. According to all rules of international intercourse, the diplomatic represen- 
tative of a foreign power has the right to refute all such statements, if he thinks fit to do so, 
by a note to the Secretary of State, and in that way protect his government against all un- 
just accusations, if there be such. 

The Chairman. I will put the question on the motion that Mr. Fabens, as the representa- 
tive of a foreign power oe excluded from the committee room while testimony is being 
taken. 

The motion was agreed to ; Messrs. Ferry, Williams, Schurz, and YickerS; voting in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. Howard. I wish to enter my protest against that act of injustice, for I regard it as 
such, not intending, however, to impute any such motive to any member of the committee. 

Mr. Schurz. My motion was that Mr. Fabens as the diplomatic representative of a 
foreign power be excluded. 

Mr. Williams. I voted in that way with the understanding that Mr. Fabens may be 
called and may testify as a witness in this case ; or, if he claims the right at auy time to be 
heard in behalf of his government before this committee on this question, I shall accord him 
that right ; but I do not see any reason why he should be present during our discussions and 
deliberations. 

Mr. Ferry presented the following dispatches, which were received in evidence : 

Mr. Gautier to Mr. Perry, 

*' Ministerio de las Belaciones Exteriores, 

" San Domingo J Febrero J 9, 1870. 

** Se^or Consul : Cuando en virtud de los hechos que aparecen justificados en el proceso 
instruido H careo del Sr. Davis Hatch, fue este condenado i, la pena capital, el Presidente 
B^ez ocurri6 af Honorable Senado pidiendo por medio de un mensaque especial la coopera- 
cion de aquel poder del Estado para salvar la vlda de aquel individuo ; no por otro motive 
sino por el de ser Ciudadano Norte Americano. 

** Apesar de que por nuestras instituciones la gracia de la vida que se concede ^ un reo, no le 
absuelve de la pena immediata (que es la de prision perpetua) el mismo Presidente dispuso 
que se le daria su pasaporte, tan luego como lo permetieran las circostancias^ a fin de que 
pudiera gozar de plena libertad en el lugar en que fuera inofensivo. 

** Las repetidas y urgentes solicitudes que Y. S. ha hecho en favor de dicho Hatch, unidas 
al deseo que tiene mi Gobierno de complacer al de Washington le habria persuadido d con- 
ceder el pasaporte, d no haberle coQtenido la irreconciliable enemistad con que ataca al Go- 
bierno en todos sus actos por los peri6cIicos y al favor de sus agentes, agolando las calumnias 
para contrariar el pensamiento de annexion 6, los E. U. manifestado tan alta y pUblicamente 
por las poblaciones. 

*' Deseo qu /. S. tenga 6. bien manifestar al Excmo. Sr. Ministro de Estado de Washing- 
ton, que soloe' deseo de impediar la accione hostil del Sr. Hatch, en New York ha prolongaao 
8U permanencia aquf ; asegur^ndole que si esta razon no satisfaciere al Sr. Ministro, 6 insis- 
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tiere en qne se le permita marchane el Gobiernb, que no ha tenido otra mira que la de qne . 
DO se alters la verdad, descarriando la opinion pfiblica en Iob £. U. estara muy dispuesto i, 
satisfacer en deseo. 

'* Aprovecha ^sta ocasion para reiterar & V. S. los sentimentos de mi confllderacion la mas 
distin^da. 

**M. M. GAUTIER. 
** M'tro de Rdac'$ Exteriores. 
"Hon. R H. Perry, 

*' AjieaU Conurcial de los £. 17. , San Domingo.'* 

'* Department op State por Foreign Apfairs, 

**San DomingOt February 19, 1870. 

*' Mr. Consul : In virtne of the evidence produced pending; the trial of Mr. Davis Hatch, 
he was condemned to death, when President Baez appealed to the honorable bodj of sena- 
tors, asking them, bj means of a special message, for their co-operation to save the life of 
that individual, and for no other motive than that of his being a citizen of Korth America. 
' ** According to our institutions the grace of 2t/e, which is accorded to one condemned to 
death, does not prevent, by any means, his being consigned to perpetual imprisonment, but 
the President directs that his passports may be given him as soon as circumstances will per- 
mit, so that he may enjoy AilI liberty in any place wherein his acts will be inoffensive to us. 

" The repeated and urgent solicitations wnich you have made in favor of the said Hatch, 
united with the desire which my government has to please that of Washington, would have 
persuaded us to concede his passports at once, had it not been for the irreconciliable enmity 
with which he attacks the government in all of its acts through the newspapers and their 
agents, inventing calumnies to divert the public mind against annexation to the United 
States, which desire has been manifested so loudly and publicly by the people. 

^' I desire that you will be good enough to assure his excellency the secretary of State in 
Washington, that the prolonged sojourn of Mr. Hatch here has been only to prevent his 
hostile action in New York, assuring him, at the same time, that if this reason will not satisfv 
him, and that should be insist on his (Hatch) being permitted to go, the government, which 
has had no other aim than that of preventing falsehood and the misleading of public opinion 
in the United States, will be very glad to satisfy his wishes. 

** I avail myself of this occasion to reiterate to you thesentiments of my most distinguished 
consideration. 

" M. M. GAUTIER, 
" Minister of Foreign Affairs,** 



Mr. Davis to Mr, Perry, 

"Department op State, 

** Washington, March 14, 1870. 

" Sir : Your dispatch No. 9, dated Februarv 20, 1870, inclosing jom quarterly return and 
copies of two letters from the minister of foreign affairs, one of which is in relation to the 
imprisonment of Mr. Davis Hatch, has been received. 
" You are instructed to demand the immediate release of Mr. Hatch. 
'* I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

"J. C. B. DAVIS, 

'* Assistant Secretary, 
"Raymond H. Perry, Esq., 

*' United States Commercial Agent, San Domingo, " 

Mr. SCHURZ presented the following dispatches, numbers 21 and 22, of Mr. Perry, which 
were among the papers brought to the committee room by Secretary Fish on Saturday, but 
not read by him, viz : 

" Commercial Agency op the United States op America, 

''San Domingo, May 14, 1870. 

" Sir : In conversation with President Baez the other day, that gentleman, among other 
things, told me that Mr. J. W. Fabens was about proceeding to Washington as minister 
plenipotentiary of the Dominican Republic, and that he (Baez) was forced to this action 
Dy the request of General O. E. Babcock and W. L. Cazneau. Later in the day I met 
Mr. Fabens, who gave me the same information ; and it is right to add that this "* 
the part of President Baez, surprised every one in San Domingo, and created a ^ 
favorable impression among all classes of the people there, and especially the 
annexation. Those two individuals, Cazneau and Fabens, are in very bad repute in that 
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country, where they are well known. It is unfortunate that such men should be connected 
in any way with the treaty. 

" But the f^ovemment of President Baez yielded to the urgent demand from Washington, 
more particuUrly since Fabens p^ave out that he had received a letter from the Honorable 
Charles Sumner, in which he, Fabens, declares that gentleman pledged himself to go for San 
Domingo. 

**I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient senrant, 

"RAYMOND n. PERRY, 

** United States Commercial Agent. 
"Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

" Secretary of State^ fVashinglon, D. C* 



"Commercial Agency of the United States of America, 

" San Domingo, May 14, 1870. 

* * Sir : I bave the honor to acquaint you that on leaving. May 17th instant, I was assured by 
the authorities that that republic was tranquil throughout, and that the rebel General Cabral 
is in Hajti, without means, men. or credit ; and during my official residence in this country 
I am given to understand by welUinformed persons of all parties in San Domingo that 
Cabral and his friends are in favor of annexation to the United States, but that they only 
object to its being done uuder the government of President Baez. 

"I have likewise to inform you that the rebel General Loperun was at Turk's Island, which 
place he reached some weeks since, having embarked at Cape Haytien. 
"I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

"R. H. PERRY, 
" United States Commercial JgenU 
"Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

" Secretary of State, Wafhington, D, C." 

Raymond H. Perry recalled. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Question. State whether you did or did not deliver to the Secretary of State, on Saturday 
last, the Uth instant, a long letter from yourself, addressed to him, respecting your mission 
in San Domingo. — Answer. I did. 

Q. When were you examined before this committee? — A. On the 9th. 

Q. Had not General Babcock been examined also by the committee before you presented 
your letter to the Secretary of State ? — A. I think so. 

Q. What was the date of that letter which you delivered to the Secretary of State on the 
11th?— A. The 7th of June, I think. 

By Mr. Vickers : 

Q. Had you prepared that paper prior to the examination of General Babcock before the 
committee ? — A. Yes, sir. I mentioned the night of my examination that I had the paper 
then in my pocket, and that I had kept it back because I was advised to ke^p it back. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Can you state what parties gave you that advice ? — A. I would prefer to wait before 
going into that, until my examination is resumed regularly in full. 

Mr. Howard. Mr. Chairman, I now produce a copy of the letter to which Mr. Perry has 
referred, dated June 7, 1870, and I propose to examine General Babcock in regard to the 
statements contained in it. 

Mr. Schurz. Before the examination of General Babcock proceeds I should like to ask a 
question concerning this paper. How did the paper come before the committee ? 

Mr. Howard. I can tell you, sir. The paper came into my possession and I had a clerk 
copy it for the use of the committee. 

Mr. Schurz. Did it come from the State Department? 

Mr. Howard. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Schurz. Through General Babcock ? 

Mr. Howard. No, sir. General Babcock knew nothing about it until the paper came 
into my bands in a legitimate way, and I think he knew nothing about it until I had had a 
copy of it prepared. 

The paper was produced and read to the committee as follows : 

"Washington, June 7, 1870. 

" Sir: Your communication of 6th instant is received. If you will refer to my communi- 
cation of the 6th you will see that I do not decline to mention names and facts, as you iuti- 
mate and quote, but I remarked that I thought it was prudent for me not to mention further 
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names and facts until snch investio^ation be be^nn. I hare bad no otber motives, while hold- 
inp^ the position as plenipotentiary and United States commercial a^ent at San Dominp^o, 
than to carrj out the wishes of my g^ovemraent and the policy of President Grant, free from 
any motives of self-interest and the influence of influential friends, and have endeavored to 
act honorably and, justly in my intercourse with my {irovernment and that of San Domingo, 
but I regret to say that I have not received in return the same spirit of frankness and hon- 
esty of purpose. Having had conversation to-day with senators and others, all friends to 
President Grant, and having unwillingly heard conversation both here and in San Domingro 
that President Grant might be knowing to all the facts connected with this annexation move- 
ment, I deem it now my duty to inform the department all I know in relation to this case, 
as I am positive that President Grant is not aware of the true history of this annexation 
movement, or the false character of the men he (or General Babcock) has employed 
in bringing it to a successful issue. I have written both the State Department 
and General Babcock of the reputation of these men more than once. If you remember, I 
was not desirous of going on tnis mission to San Domingo, and so expressed myself to you 
and at the Executive Mansion. I went with everything involved in mystery, with letters from 
General Babcock to (as he expressed them) his friends Cazneau, Fabens, and. Spofford, 
Tileston & Co., and others, who I was advised to advise with, and that Cazneau and him- 
self had had J. S. Smith, ex-commercial agent, relieved, as he was not friendly with Caz- 
neau and Fabens for annexation of the island to the United States. You will, perhaps, 
remember telling me to write everything to the department ; I endeavored to do so, and it was 
my wish to do so ; but had I written fully the manner in which this whole movement was 
being conducted, I feared the government would not be able to carry out the plan of annexation. 
I was also advised by Generals Babcock and Ingalls, Cazneau, Baez, and others, to write 
nothing personal, and always speak encouraging in my communications. I have also had di- 
rections from several others what my correspondence should be to the Department of State at 
Washington, and have been requested to keep back facts in relation to the election, and Ca- 
braPs party, and the discontent of the people of the island. No man can serve two masters. 
So I held myself responsible to the State Department, and by so doing have displeased these 
and other gentlemen. I sailed on the steamer Tybee on the 3d day of November, 1869, 
for San Domingo, and met on the voyage Mr. Fabens, who was full of his accounts of 
the rascality of a Mr. Hatch, and expressed a wish I should not release him on my arrival 
at San Domingo, as he was an enemy to Baez and annexation, and also to himself and Caz- 
neau ; and that he (Fabens) and his friend Cazneau, as he represented, a man of great 
wealth and influence in San Domingo and at Washington, would indorse me ; that I had a 
great opportunity for making a rapid fortune, &c. On my arrival at San Domingo I called 
upon President Baez and Cazneau, and others ; all appeared glad to see me. I relieved 
Mr. Smith on the 16th day of November, ld69, who gave me a brief history of affairs : first, 
that Cazneau was running the whole thing, that is, the Dominican government, and repre- 
sented a large portion of the public lands of the island for parties in New York City ; that 
he was a very bitter confederate during the war; was from Texas; and now, apparently, a 
strong Grant man ; and that he represented that he was a special agent of the United States, 
and in direct correspondence with President Grant. This Mr. Cazneau told me himself, and 
that I was very fortunate to be sent to Sau Domingo at this time ; he could insure me a fine 
plantation, and opportunities to handle money for men in New York City whom he knew, and 
would introduce me to them. (This is an old game of his, as some unfortunates in New York 
City can testify. ) I told him I was after a reputation, not money, and several times found it nec- 
essary to make Baez and Cazneau this same remark, and that if they would give me two hun- 
dred and fifty inounted men I would contract to do all the fighting on the island, and capture 
Cabral and Luperon, and resign my position as commercial agent at once. But this was 
not what they wanted, as I have since learned ; it was their plan to keep Cabral on the 
frontier, so as to keep the Dominican people under arms, as Baez could more readily handle 
them when organized under his generals, who are his brothers and connections, or held to 
him by some strong influence. The morning of the 18th of November, J 869, while at 
breakrast with Mr.Jrrime, Fabens, and others at the hotel, Fabens remarked that a man-of- 
war wonld be in tnat day with General Babcock on board. Within two hours after that 
remark, one was signaled at sea. She was soon at anchor. I received a note from General 
Babcock requesting me to come on board and bring Colonel Fabens. I went immediately 
on board, (Fabens could not be found,) and met General Babcock, Sackett, and Ingalls. 
General Babcock then showed me the treaty and my commission from President Grant to 
negotiate the same. General Babcock told me he had full directions from the President ; 
hut, holding a commission in the army, as he did, he could not sign the treaty, so I had 
been commissioned to do so. Generals Babcock, Sackett, and Ingalls came on shore the next 
morning and called upon President Baez ; Cazneau and Fabens being present. The above- 
named gentlemen were present every day during the negotiations, excepting Ingalls. On 
the next day they called again ; when the treaty was read Cazneau proposed to draw up two 
separate papers, one to place before the people of San Domingo, to control the elections, the 
other before the United States government, to keep them quiet. This was approved by 
Baez and Mr. Delmonte, who remarked that it would influence and hasten the election in 
San Domingo. I protested against this to General Babcock, and remarked to him we had no 
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riffht to deceive the DomiDican people. Gtenerftl Babcock also protested against this, and 
said it would place Grant in a wron^ position. Baes and Delmonte said it was only a 
fiction, and if tney did not succeed in the vote for annexation, and our grovemment did not 
accept them, that it wonld cost them their lives. Daring^ the whole of this time these plans 
were kept a secret from the United States and Dominican p^ovemment, or rather the people. 
General Babcock often told me that I mnst stand by Caznean and Fabens, and advbe with 
them ; that they represented lar^e interests on the island ; that he had interests with them. 
Cazneau also told me that Babcock and Ingalls had interests in real estate with him, and 
that he, Fabens, and his friend in New York had orii^iiiated the idea of annexation. I told 
Babcock one day in my office, in San Domingo, that I thought there was foul play somewhere, 
and told him I did not like the action or propositions of Cazneau, Fabens, Baez; and others, 
and that I thouf^ht I was the wrong man in San Domingo at that time, and also asked if be, 
Babcock, had known these men long, and why it was they did not want Hatch released. 
Babcock told me I must not attempt to release him ; that he would work against the treaty, 
and that he was an enemy to Cazneau, Fabens, and Baez. I will state here that I do not 
blame him for being so, as he had been most foully dealt with by these men, and I was of 
his opinion before I ever saw him, (Hatch.) I formed my opinion from facts in his case 
and other cases in San Domingo. Both his friends and enemies condemn the way he has 
been treated. 

'*! told Babcock that Hatch was a mere political prisoner; that he had assisted both par- 
ties, and suffered from both parties, and that botn parties, Baez and Cabral, had been 
equally strong, and had many friends then on the islana, but the war was now over and I did 
not think it right to keep him in prison after he had been ordered to be banished from the 
island ; and that it was all through the influence of Cazneau and his friends that he was de- 
tained; and that the last time ne (Babcock) was in San Domingo he had an American 
sailor released who had murdered another American ; that Cazneau and Fabens were hav- 
ing Dominicans, guilty of murder and political offenses, released through Baez; and that 
Baez had promised me the release of Hatch when I first came to the island and I did not 
like the way things were working. He (Babcock) then remarked, * Wait until I leave the 
island before you say anything more about it.* I asked Babcock the day the treaty was signed 
if he had the letter from Baez to our government, or rather to Hartmont, refusing further 
advances on the loan, and a copy of the public debt of the island, for in the original orders 
from the State Department it specified that such papers should be furnished to us before 
signing the treaty. Ho told me he had not obtained it. I have never seen either of such 
papers, and have asked for a copy of both several times of the Dominican government. 
They either have not-got them or do not wish to give them to me. I have been assured by 
men who should know^n San Domingo, that there is no reliable account of the debt of San 
Domingo. 

'' The night the Albany sailed with General Babcock for Samana from San Domingo, Fa- 
bens and Cazneau brought in a paper for lands at Samana ; they wished me to certify to 
their signature as correct. J did so; at the same time remarking that they were commenc- 
ing business very soon, as the treaty was signed that day. They asked me to say nothing 
about it. Fabens and all hands sailed on the Albany that night for Samana, where Fabens 
was left as agent of the United States, in charge of the flag and naval coal-yard, where he is 
receiving lunioer and goods free of all port charges, representing them as government prop- 
erty, underselling all others engaged in business at Samana. Americans and Dominioans 
at Samana have complained about this and other matters to me. 

** The first thirty days of the time allotted for Baez to obtain the vote of the people was lost 
in waiting for the protection of the United States men-of-war, as Baez told me be could not 
move in this matter until they arrived, and also told me that he had been told by the French 
and Spaniards, who are his friends, and the English government, that the United States 
would not annex the island ; he alscr told me that he would not have a vote taken until the 
United States Senate had indorsed the action of President Grant. Baez told Captain Bunce 
the same thing, and he told me he had written these facts to the Navy Department. Three 
days After the departure of the Albany, Baez read the treaty to the Flinch consul, in his 
sleeping room. I saw him in the act, and when I came into the room they made an attempt 
to conceal the papers ; all these proceedings were to have been kept secret. I mention this 
to show the character of this man, and to warn my government against his double dealings, 
for he has his people and the island for sale and is trading it with the United States, Eng- 
land, and France. I saw letters from Fabens to Spofford, Tilestoil & Co., giving them the 
full history of the treaty. Spofford, Tileston & Co. are the agents of the English loan, and 
Fabens is their agent and spy in San Domingo. Babcock appoints this man also United 
States agent at Samana, and then writes to Baez to have him also sent to Wash- 
ington as plenipotentiary, so he, Fabens, holds three positions in three conflicting 
interests at once; his accomplice. Cazneau, lays |Ont the work on the island and Fabens 
does the traveling and the go-betweens. % I called upon Mr. Cazneau, and told him I did not 
think Baez would have a vote for annexation until the United States Senate had acted upon 
the question, as Baez had that moment expressed himseU thus to me, and also to Captain 
Bunce, United States Navy. Cazneau became very much excited ; told me he held Baez 
between his thumb and fioger, and that he could compel him to have the vote at once, and 
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Immediately took his hat and went to the house of Baez. What took phice I do not know, 
at the house ; but four days after this I saw a band of music in the streets, and heard that 
the Toting for annexation was to commence that day. No one seemed to understand what 
was groiug on. I have very wrongly slightly yielded to the request of Baez and Caznean, 
and the wishes of others, and tried to make it appear that there was much enthusiasm on 
the part of the people. 

"A list- was opened in the police headquarters for citizens to register their names. Baez and 
Delmonte have told me several times that anv man who oppmed annexation, they would 
wither shoot him or send him his passport. They have alio told me that it should be a free 
vote of the people, but such was not the case. There was much feeling throughout the 
island kept in check, and the people were not permitted to express any opposition to annex- 
ation. I have seen Baez myself shake his fist in the face of some of his nearest friends, 
among whom were officers of the army, in Baez's own house, and tell them he would 
banish them from the island if they opposed annexation. This conduct on the part of Baez 
made many who were in favor of annexation opposed to it, and also to him. He also closed 
the office of a paper that was a warm friend to annexation, because it had an article against 
the Spaniards in Cuba, as Baez holds the rank of a Spanish marshal, and his sympathy is 
with the Spaniards. I relate all these little facts as they occurred to me, as they may have 
some important bearing on this question. There were several attempts at a revolution in 
San Domingo City, Puerto Plata, and other places. But Baez had his spies in all parts of 
the island, and the prisons were so filled with political prisoners that Baez asked permission 
of Admiral Poor, United States Navy, in my presence, t« send them to Samaiia Bay, which 
proposition Admiral Poor would not think ot grsnting, and remarked that the United States 
government would not approve of his making a Fernando Po of Samana. About this time a 
large paper was posted on my door one night protestmg against the way the vote on annexation 
was being handled by the Dominican government, and protesting also against annex ation. This 
was signed, * A thousand patriots.' I had the paper interpreted and took it to Baez. Two 
nights after this the plot was discovered, and many citizens and officers of the army, were 
implicated and tried ; some were imprisoned, others banished from the island. Baez and his 
cabinet asked me not to mention these facts to the State Department at Washington, and 
refused to return me the paper that was placed on the door of my house, that I had shown him 
from the best of motives, to put him on his guard against an insurrection, and which informa- 
tion he afterward told me hacl prevented it. 

** Baez seemed very timid and anxious, and often remarked that if the United States did not 
ratify the treaty, that he and all his friends would lose their lives for taking the step he had 
for annexation. I told him that he was not conducting the election as he should ; that if 
there was an opposition to annexation, he should give that party an opportunity to express 
their opposition ; that the United States government did not want the island if they had to 
hold it with the bayonet, as Spain had attempted to do ; that it would cost us too many men 
and too many millions. 

'* I am positive that a majority of the people of San Domingo are in favor of annexation, 
and strongly in favor of it ; but as no votes were permitted against it, it is impossible to tell 
what opposition there is on the island. There were a few parties requested to sign against 
annexation, so as to have the appearance of some opposition. Many of the prominent and 
wealthy men of the island are at present banished for political 'offenses ; most of these men 
are in favor of annexation, but opposed to Baez. 

** I received an order for the immediate release of Mr. Hatch from the State Department at 
Washington, and immediately demanded it of the Dominican government. A copv of all 
these communications are in the State Department. I refer particularly to those of March 8, 
9, and 10, to Gautier, secretary of state. Cazneau openly opposed the release of Hatch, in 
presence of Baez, in his (Baez*s) own house. Cazneau was at the time asking the release, 
oy request of Mr. Fabens, at Samana, of two Dominicans charged with murder, which Baez 
assured him, in my presence, he would grant Aim, but could not grant me the release 
of Hatch. I then demanded his immediate release in writing, (a copy of which is in 
the State Department,) which I obtained with the assistance of Admiral Poor, United 
States Nav^. Mr. Hatch has several times expressed himself to me as being strongly 
in fftvor oi annexation, but opposed to Baez, Cazneau, and Fabens, for having been 

Eersecuted by them and detainea in prison by their influence. Cazneau, Baez, and myself 
ad some sharp words on the matter when I told Cazneau he was a trickster and a dis- 
honest man. (See my report to the department and letters to Gheneral Babcock, February 20, 
and April 15th.) When Baez was alone I asked him why it was that Cazneau had such 
ioflueDce with him. Baez told me that he did not like him, but that he was a friend of 
General Babcock, and was in direct communication with President Grant, and therefore 
knew the wishes and plans of my government, and that in case of annexation, that Cazneau 
would be a veiv wealthy man, and the first governor of the island. I told him I did not 
think so. He then answered mer that such was the programme. I will here remark that 
durin? my stay in San Domingo that I have received but one order or direction of any kind, 
and that was in relation to the release of Hatch from the State Department. The whole 
question of annexation has been carried on between Cazneau, Fabens, Babcock, Spofford, 
Tileston, & Co., and others in JNew York City, and urged on by Hartmont, agent of the 
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Engrlisb loan, and his agents, Spofford &. Co., and their ag^nt, Fabens, as they wished to get 
their $250,000 back, and aiso damages, if they can, against the United States for steps 3ie 
United States government has taken in this matter. 

** Hartmont told me at Piesident Baez*s house, in San Domingo, that he coald and should 
hold the United States for damages for the action they had taken ; that he had all the money 
Baezwanted, and that was called for on his loan. I told him he did not have it when Baez 
wanted it, and when it was due. He then asked me if there was no way to obtain satisfac- 
tion from the press of the United States for the way they had used his name, saying he was 
in prison, &,c, I told him the press of the United States handled any one rough that mixed 
np with political or national afiairs, and the higher he placed his damages, the more abuse 
he would get from them. This is all the conversation I have had with this man, except a 
few words at Spofford & Tileston's office, as I came through New York, where I met him, and 
he wished to know more than I knew, or more than I wished to inform him. 

**Baez told me he could get all the money he wanted, and proposed, in presence of Del- 
monte, to deposit $100,000 that he was to get from Hartmont in my house in San Domingo 
City. I told him he could not take it from Hartmont. Whether this was done to try me, 
I do not know, or for what purpose I do not know, but such was the fact and his proposi- 
tion. I spoke of this at the time to my friend, Mr. Edward Prime, National Bank of San 
Domingo, and also to Mr. John Scott, who is in business at San Domingo. I also protested 
against the arms, ammunition, and money being landed on the island that were sent to San 
Domingo on the Tybee by Hartmont through his agents. Spofford & Tileston, by request 
of Fabens, agent for the English loan, agent for the United States, and also agent and plen- 
ipotentiary for San Domingo. I also protested against grants and concessions of lands, all 
of which correspondence you have in the State Department. I refer particularly to A, B, 
C, D, E, F, G. H, I, J, K, L, and M, and No. 23 of June 6, 1870. President Grant informs 
me that I did right in protesting against them. General Babcock tells me he knew all 
about them, and also when the arms and money were sent, and I should not protest against 
grants and concessions of lands ; that my doing so injured the chances for the ratification 
of the treaty. He also told me that Mr. Hatch should not have been released, and that 
President Grant did not know that the order for his release had been sent, and that President 
Grant was displeased at it. 

" Baez, Delmonte, Fabens, and Cazneau all told me that Fabens went to Washington as 
plenipotentiary by special request of Babcock. They also told me of Fabens's influence 
with Senator Sumner and other senators, also with General Banks ; that these gentlemen 
had promised him (Fabens) to go for the treaty. Fabens also told me the same thing. Mr. 
Prime saw me at the time I was speaking to Fabens on this subject. I spoke to Prime 
about it, and also told Captain Allen of the Swatara. Captain Allen told me Fabens had 
shown him a letter, said to have been written by Senator Sumner, that he had exhibited at 
Samana, but that it was written several years ago, and said nothing about annexation. I 
have positive information that Senator Sumner never made any such assertion to Fabens. 
I speak of this to show the means these men take to influence and blind these people. 
There are several very honotable and well educated Dominicans who speak English, and 
could have represented their country very favorably as plenipotentiaries. The people justly 
feel hurt that some Dominican was not sent with the returns of the vote for annexation. 
But Baez did not dare to trust an honest man to tell the truth. 

'* During my opposition to grants and concessions before the Dominican senate, Cazneau 
openly avowed that he was taking steps to have me relieved ; that I was the wrong man in San 
Domingo ; that they had made a mistake in having me sent to San Domingo. These re- 
marks he made to Pedro Garcia, president of the senate. He also told me and others that 
Generals Babcock and Ingalls and others knew all about his petition for 200,000 acres of 
land. President Baez also told me that these gentlemen knew about it, and took copies of 
this scheme with them to the States. I will state here a memorandum given to me by Gen- 
eral Carlos Baez, member of the senate, and brother of President Baez. Mr. Edward Prime, 
of the National Bank of San Domingo, is a witness to the statement of General Baez, as the 
latter gave in the facts so I could protest against them before the senate ; as he, and also the 
president of the senate, intimated tnat if these grants and concessions were not stopped that 
Cazneau and his friends would have all the public lands of the island. These gentlemen 
told President Baez, at a meeting of the senate in the President's room, that they did not see 
why Dominicans could not be entitled to some of these lands as well as Americans ; that 
there were men in San Domingo who had fought, loaned money, and given goods to support 
the government, and why should they not be entitled to some of these grants and concessions 
that were being given so liberally. Carlos Baez requested that I should apply to the senate 
for a copy and protest against this grant, as the senate did not dare to oppose it, unless I took 
the lead. 

*' Cazneau presented a petition to the senate on the 29th day of April, 1870, seconded by 
Gautier, for introducing emigrants for the next two years— two thousand emigrants — five 
hundred of them for the province of San Domingo, the balance for the frontier ; one hundred 
acres of land to each emigrant. Emigration to continue for two years. Cazneau reserves 
to himself the right to govern, administrate, and hold entire control of these lands ; these 
emigrants not to bff Dominicans — to be completely under his control. Cazneau to be the 
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absolute owner of any mines discovered or existing in these lands. Cazneau presented the 
same petition to Cabral, which was not acted upon. 

'' I have considered it mv imperative duty to brin^ the foreffoing facts to the knowledge of 
my government, in order that it may be fully acquainted with all the circumstances relating 
to the question of annexation, without my being, in any manner whatever, actuated by per- 
sonal or private motives, which I entirely disclaim, and trust that in giving the true history 
of matters connected with the San Domingo affair my condact will be approved. 
'* I am. sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

" RAYMOND H. PERRY, 

** United States ComrMreial Agent, 
'* Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

" Secretary of Stale.** 

E. O. Babcock's examination resumed. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Question. You have heard that paper read ? — Answer. Yes, sir. 

Q. What can you say about advising Mr. Perry that he should advise with others in re- 
gard to his course as stated in his letter? — A. I have no recollection of ever advising him 
in any such manner. The letters of introduction that I gave Mr. Perry were voluntary on 
my part and were intended as an act of kindness to him, he going down there as a stran- 
ger. He came into the Executive Mansion and I told him I would give him some letters. 
I kept no record of them, they being mere formal letters of introduction. I gave him one 
to Mr. Gautier, one to General Cazneau, one to Colonel Fabens, who was in New York, and 
one to Spofford and Tileston. My objf^ct in giving him one to Spofford and Tileston was 
in the hope that those gentlemen would extend to him the courtesies of their steamship line 
in going to San Domingo. The object in introducing him to the other gentlemen was 
simply to assist him when he should arrive in that country. I endeavored to tell him about 
other gentlemen that I had met there. I told him about the hotel where I had staid, and 
told him the names of some of the merchants I had met. 

Q. Where did this interview take place f — A. At the Executive Mansion here, in Wash- 
ington. 

Q. Before he went to San Domingo 1 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What can you say in regard to the statement contained in his letter, in which he 
alleges that you told him that Cazneau had advised the removal of Commercial Agent 
Smith ? — A. I do not think I ever told him so ; he certainly never did advise me to do that. 
The reasons for the removal of Mr. J. Somers Smith were these, as I stated in my evidence 
before : the Dominican government did not believe Mr. Smith to be their friend ; they be- 
lieved that he was in the friendship of the opposition ; and when I returj^ed I related that 
fact to the President. They stated that in the communication which I brought to the State 
Department at the time. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Who signed that? — A. Mr. Gautier. I told the President what this feeling was, and 
told him that I did not know that it was true ; but that whether it was true or not, so far as 
aoy negotiation with those people was concerned, it was just as bad whether it was true or 
not, because they would not negotiate with him. That was the only charge I made against 
Mr. Smith or recommendation for his removal. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Let me read another passage from this letter of Mr. Perry. He says : *' You will, per- 
haps, remember telling me to write everything to the department ; I endeavored to do so, and 
it was my wish to do so ; but had, I written fully the manner in which this whole movement 
was being conducted, I feared the government would not be able to carry out the plan of 
annexation. I was also advised by Generals Babcock and Ingalls, Cazneau, Baez, and 
others, to write nothing personal, and always speak encouragingly in my communications." 
So far as you are concerned, what remark have you to make upon that statement ? — ^A. I 
should like, as an answer to that, that Mr. Perry should file the letter I wrote to him. 

Q. Did you write him a letter?— A. I wrote him one letter, either in March or April. I 
have no copy of it, but I think Mr. Perry has the letter in his possession. If he has I should 
like to have it put on record as an answer to the question. 

By Mr. Perry : 

Q. The inquiry here is as to what you said to him last fall some time ? — A, I do not un- 
derstand it that way. All that I ever advised him was in this letter. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 
Q. Do you remember whether you did or not ?— A. In that letter I know I did. 
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Bj Mr. Howard : 

Q. Adrised him how ? — A. Advised him in writing his commanications, to keep the o€B- 
eiol and personal matter separate. 

By Mr. 8CHURZ : 

Q. What did yon mean by personal matter 7 — A. I will explain. In one of his communi- 
cations to the State Department — I cannot give the express wording, but the idea— he in- 
formed the Secretary of State that he had signed the treaty and complied with the instruc- 
tions and wishes of General Babcock, and that he was ready to execute any orders that 
might be sent to him, and he wonld do so without personal interest or such motives as he 
feared other people had, not mentioning any name. 

Q. And you desired him not to mention those persons who flight have personal interests ? — 
A. No ; I did not ask him that. I asked him not to put that in his official communications. 
The reason I did it was that I was inferentially the person referred to if one saw fit to im- 
pute it to me as having done this work, and I wanted him to name the persons that be meant. 

Q. You desired him not to mention any personal matters t — A No, sir ; "that is not it. 

Q. Ton say that he mentioned certain things in his dispatches to the State Department. 
Did you get knowledge of ail the dispatches which Mr. Perry sent to the State Depart- 
ment ? — A. At the time that I wrote this letter I knew that this dispatch had been received. 

Q. Did you usually get knowledge of all the letters which Mr. Ferry wrote to the State 
Department ? — ^A. J usually had the general information ; I did not see the documents. 

Raymond H. Perrt recalled. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Question. In this letter you make a statement in these words : '* I have also had directions 
from several others what my correspondence should be to the Department of State at Wash- 
ington, and have been requested to keep back facts in relation to the election and CabraPs 
party and the discontent of the people of the island." Will you state what other persons 
ever made any such suggestion to you except these persons Just named in your letter from 
which I have read — what other persons except Babcock, Ingalls, Cazneau, and Baez — 
name them 7 — Answer. Cazneau advised me a great many times about that. 

Q. What other persons, except this list of names 7 — A. I suggested to Mr. Schurz to have 
that postponed until my next examination, as parties have advised me even since I have 
been nere. 

Q. But you are speaking in this communication about scenes on the island of San 
Domingo 7 — A. I am speaking of that now. 

By Mr. Schurz : 
Q. Did Mr. Fab^ns ever advise you to that effect 7 — A. Yes, sir ; in San Domingo. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Then you say that Fabens was one who advised you to keep back information 7 — ^A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Do vou think of any one else 7 — A. Merely the people I mentioned there. 

Q. And Fabens 7— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you the letter just referred to by General Babcock 7 — A. I have. 

Q. Will you produce it 7 — A. I will. 

[The letter was produced and handed to Qeneral Babcock, who, on examination, pro- 
nounced it to be the letter referred to.] 

The letter was read as follows : 

[ '* Personal and confidential. ] 

•• Washington, D. C, March 30, 1870. 

" My Dear Perry : I am sorry to 6e guilty of neglect, and could I see you but a 
moment I could clear your mind, as I shall do some day any way. 

**Ihave received two letters from you and shown them to the President. I would send 
you my views of matters here, but I might interfere with the rights of the State Department ; 
so I shall confine my letter to personal matters. 

" All your friends are quite well. I hear from Greneral Sheridan quite often. I suppose 
you have heard of his having a little trouble in the Indian country. Generals Ingalls and 
Sackett are quite well. 

'*X am sorry the Americans in San Domingo do not agree, for their disagreements 
have been used to a disadvantage here. I saw a letter from 0*Sullivan before I saw yours, 
in which he said you and General C. had some difficulty. General Cazneau told me in a 
letter that he regretted that he had had a difficulty with you, but spoke in the kindest terms 
of you as a true gentleman, &.c. I only mention this to show you that he has not been 
complaining of any ill-treatment with you. You will remember what I told you when I gave 
you a letter of introduction, and I have yet to know personally of any act of bad faith on 
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hiR part. This is of no acconnt. The few Americans there shonld nnite in the one great 
object, namelj, securing to our goyerninent the valuable foothold in the West Indies. 

** You will remember that I had to write throufi^h (General C. when Smith was consul. 
Since then I have simply replied to his letters. You will excuse me, and remember that I 
am writing a strictly private and confidential letter ; and I am sure you wish to serve the in- 
terest of tne President, and will not allow any personal feeling to prejudice you against his 
wishes. • 

*' I am happy to inform yon that Mrs. B. and the boy are quite well. I hope you find 
means to pass the time pleasantly. I shall be pleased to hear from you often. 

"May I request that you do not put any private matter with official, for they have to be 
shown if the information is used. 

*' Remember me to Prime and my friends at San Domingo. 
** Yours, truly, 

"0. E. BABCOCK. 

♦*R. H.Perry, ^c, ^c." 

0. E. Babcock's examination resumed. 

By Mr. Howard: 

Question. Is that the only letter of that kind you ever wrote to Mr. Perry ? —Answer. I 

think it is. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Did you get an answer to that? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you got that answer ? If so, I should like to have it produced now in connec- 
tion with Mr. Perry's letter. — A. I have it. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. You think that is the only letter of the kind you ever wrote to him 7 — A. I think it is. 
Q. Can you or can you not say that that is the only advice you ever gave him on the sub- 
ject ?— A. That is the only advice in reference to his dispatches that I ever gave him. 
Q. Now produce the answer to that letter 7 — A. This is the letter I received in reply : 

"San Domingo City, 

''AprU 15, 1870. 

''My Dear General : Your kind note of March 30, 1870, was received, and am glad yon 
intended me no neglect . You mention having received two letters from me and shown them 
to the President. I have written you by each mail since your departure on the Albany, 
only ceasing to write the last two mails, having heard nothing from youtluring the winter. 
I am glad to hear that General Sheridan is well. I have been reading the account of his 
Indian troubles with much interest. You also speak of Ingalls and Sackett. I received a 
note from Ingalls and answered him. 

"You say the disagreements among the Americans in San Domingo have been used to 
disadvantage in Washington. As there are so few Americans here in this place, you must 
allude to my difficulty with C. The difficulty consisted in my telling him my opinion ot 
him, which is true. It is useless to disguise the fact he and F. cannot be trusted. I do not 
object to any man making money, provided it is not done under false pretenses, and does 
not affect the financial interest of our government. This will be done if the plans concocted 
by C. and F. and Baez are carried into effect, as they have claims for nearly one-half of the 
island. 

"As an instance of the character of Cazneau, and his readiness to sacrifice any one and 
anything for the futherance of his own plans and welfare, let me tell you that he vigorously 
opposed the release of Hatch, and as vigorously pleaded for the release of the two Domini- 
cans guilty of murder, who chanced to serve some of his interests if freed. 

"As regards my course, 1 have never, in a single instance, deviated from what I consider 
a strict line of duty, uninfluenced by influential friends or foes. This has been to serve 
President Grant and the interests of our government ; to aid in every possible way the cause 
of annexation, which I have done. I have endeavored to hasten the movements of President 
Baez and his cabinet, and have also suggested plans for rousing the people to enthusiasm 
and action, but President Baez and his cabinet have been timid, and lost the first forty days' 
time in listening to advice from other governments, which advice was prejudicisj to our 
wishes. 

" I can safely assert that I have never mingled private or personal matter in my official 
communications to the department, save when it affected the interests of my government. I 
shall never hesitate, from any motives of personal prudence, to expose any intrigues against 
niy government which may come to my knowledge. 

" With kind remembrance to friends, I am, general, with great respect, your obedient 
servant, 

"RAYMOND H. PERRY. 

"General O. E. Babcock. 
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*'P. S. — I have just retamed from President Baez, and I am informed that Colonel 
Fabens, who is now in the city, leaves to-moirow morning on the Tybee with certain scberaes 
to neg^otiate a loan for this g^ovemnient, and that it is bj request of yourself, Generals lu- 
galls, and Cazneau, and that he is also expected to relieve Mr. Coen in Washington. 
'* Yours, &C., 

"R-H. PERRY." 

Q. That was the^answer you received to that letter T — A. Yes, sir. 

Raymond H. Pcrry recalled. 

By Mr. ScuuRZ : 

Question. There is an expression in your letter just read which relates to the advice of 
foreign govemnients. What did you mean by that? — Answer. I meant the Hartmont loan 
and the parties connected with the loan, represented by an Englishman in San Domingo, 
and also the French consul and his friends. 

Q. Do you know what kind of advice they gave? — A. President Baez himself told me 
that they were telling him that our government would not indorse the action that had been 
taken ; that our Senate would not approve President Grant's step in this matter ; and that he 
did not care to have a vote until the Senate had acted on President Grant's step. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Did yuu ever get any answer to the letter you have just now read, which you wrote to 
Gkneral Babcock ? — A. No, sir. 

O. E. Babcock's examination resumed. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Question. Now I will go on. Here is another sentence in the letter of Mr. Perry of the 
7th of June : '^ Generals, Babcock, Sackett, and Ingalls came on shore the next morning and 
called upon President Baez ; Cazneau and Fabens being present. The above-named gentle- 
men were present every day during the negotiations, except Ingalls. On the next day 
they called again : when the treaty was read, Cazneau proposed to draw up two separate 
papers — one to place before the people of San Domingo, to control the election; the other 
before the United States government, to keep them quiet. This was approved by Bae2 and 
Mr. Delmonte, who remarked that it would influence and hasten the election in San Do- 
mingo." What can you say in regard to that statement 7 — Answer. I do not think that 
the suggestion came from General Cazneau. The idea of the two treaties was this: 
A secret treaty that should go before the Senate, and one that should be put before 
the people. I took down from Washington two draughts — one a treaty for annexation, 
and the other a convention for the lease of Samana as a security for the money and 
the arms advanced. This convention contained articles which referred to the subject 
of annexation ; in other words, the two were so constructed as to refer to each other. 
President Baez said that he did not wish to refer the treaty of annexation to his 
senate, but he wished to refer the treaty of annexation to his people ; but before he could 
receive any money from our government, he must have the approval of the convention for 
the lease of Samana by his senate. He said that that would go before his senate and be 
confirmed, and then he would receive the money ; and he suggested that that need not ap- 
pear in Washington with the treaty of annexatiout He said it was merely as a security for 
the money that we advanced, and if annexation took place, as we all believed it would, this 
convention need never be acted upon by our Senate — might be withheld by President Grant. 
We explained — Mr. Perrv joining with me, I remember, but I do not know who first sug- 
gested it, be or myself^that that could not be done. 

Q. Who was present ? — A. I think he was that day, 

Q. Who else was present? — A. General Sackett, Mr. Perry, President Baez, Mr. Gautier, 
General Cazneau, and Colonel Fabens. We told them, as Mr. Perry says, that we could 
have no secret treaty ; that whatever we did would have to go before our Senate, and con- 
sequently we must have no secret treaty about it. 

Q. Tne statement in this letter is, that *' Cazneau proposed to draw up two separate pa- 
pers — one to place before the people of San Domingo, to control the elections ; the other be- 
fore the United Stales government, to keep them quiet." Is that statement true or false? — 
A. I l<now of no such proposal to keep the United States government quiet, nor any such 
proposition. 

A. Were you giving your attention to the conversation ? — ^A. I was. General Sackett was 
my interpreter. 

Q. Was General Sackett present ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In what language did the conversation take place? — A. I think it was in Spanish at 
that time. They sometimes conversed in Spanish, and sometimes in French. 
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D. B. Sackett recalled. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Question. Tou have heard the statement from Mr. Perry*s letter as to which General Bah- 
cock has jnst been inquired about ; will you state your recollection of that conversation 7 — 
Answer. The conversation was in tliis way : We carried down there a treaty, and what 
was called a convention or a^eement for the lease of Samana, and that was a guarantee for 
the money and the munitions of war we took down there. In that convention, which was 
drawn up here in the State Department, the treaty was mentioned. President Baez said he 
did not want the treaty mentioned in that, as it went before his senate, and he did not want 
them to know anything about the treaty then. 

Q. By '* the treaty," what do you mean ? — A. The treaty of annexation. He did not wish 
his senate to know then of this treaty of annexation. He was not prepared then to lay it 
before his people and before the senate ; but when he received money or anything of that 
kind, be could not do it without the consent of the senate. 

Q. In that conversation did you hear Cazneau propose ** to draw up two separate pa- 
pers — one to place before the people of San Domingo to control the elections ; and the other 
Defore the United States government, to keep them quiet ?" — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you hear Cazneau make any such proposition ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did anybody make any such proposition? — A. Nobodv ever made it. I said the other 
day that one day going home, after a stormy debate that we had had, Cazneau, on the way, 
asked if we could not make a secret treaty. It was not at these interviews at all. * He asked 
that one day on the way home. I laughed at the idea, and told him we could not do any- 
thing of that kind. He said, ** Sometimes such things are done; sometimes a secret treaty 
is made to lay before the Senate." Said I, ** We are not here for any such purpose ; any- 
thing we do must be open and above-board." This conversation I did not think of the other 
day when I was asked about this point by Mr. Yickers, as that was about the convention 
to guarantee the money we carried down. 

By Mr. ViCKERS : 

Q. You refer to the convention for the lease of the harbor of Samana ? — A. The bay and 
peninsula of Samana. 

0. E. Babcock*s examination resumed. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Question. In this letter of Mr. Perry to the State Department, of June 7, occurs this pas- 
sage : '* Daring the whole of this time these plans were kept a secret from the United States 
and Dominican government, or rather the people. General Babcock often told me that I 
must stand by Cazneau and Fabens, and advise with them." What have you to say upon 
that passage from the letter ? — Answer. On the subject of keeping this thing secret there 
was no opportunity to communicate anything to my own government, and of course we had 
to keep it secret from them for a time. But so far as advising Mr. Perry to consult with 
Cazneau and Fabens, and be guided by them is concemf^d, I did not do so. 

Q. The sentence proceeds to say : ** That they," that is, Cazneau and Fabens, ** repre- 
sented large interests in the island ; that he" Babcock '* had interests with them." Did 
you ever state that to him ? — A. I never did. 

Q. Is it true ? — A. It is not true. I never had one cent interest with either gentleman on 
the island. 

Q. Here is another sentence : Mr. Perry says : ** I told Babcock one day in my office in 
San Domingo that I thought there was foul play somewhere, and told him I did not like the 
action or propositions of Cazneau, Fabens, Baez, and others; and that I thought I was the 
ivrong man in San Domingo at that time." Do you recollect any such conversation as 
that? — A. The only conversation that could be included in such a statement, of which I 
have any remembrance, was that a number of times — I do not know how many — Mr. Perry 
told mo it was all wrong that he should sign the treaty. He said, '* You have done all the 
work, and you ought to sign the treaty and have the credit of it." He expressed it in that 
way. 

Q. Have you any further remark to make upon the statement I have just read? — ^A. No 
sir. 

By Mr. Schurz : 
Q. Do you positively deny that statement? — A. I do deny it. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Again Mr. Perry, in the same letter, says: **and a^so asked if he, Babcock, had 
known the^e men long, and why it was they did not want Hatch released 7 Babcock told 
me I must not attempt to release him ; that he would work against the treaty ; and that he 
was an enemy to Cazneau, Fabens, and Baez." What have you to sav about that? — A. I do 
not remember his asking me the question how long I had known tnese men. I think he 
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knew that I had only known them since Jalj. I have no remembrance of his asking me 
the question. I never told him he should not have Mr. Hatch released because he was an 
enemy of Baez, Cazneau, or Fabens. 

Q. Did you tell him directly or indirectly that he ougfht not to procure the release of 
Hatch?— A. I did not. 

Q. Do you state that positively 7 — A. I do. 

Q. Under the solemnity of your oath 7 — A. I do. 

Q. Mr. Perry states farther : "I told Babcock that Hatch was a mere political prisoner; 
that he assisted both parties and suffered from both parties ; and that both parties, Baez and 
Cabral, had been equally strong, and had many friends then on the island.'' Do you recol- 
lect any such statement as that being made to you bv Mr. Perry 7 — A. I do not know that 
any such statement, as to the wording of it, was maoe. I remember in some conversations 
Mr. Perry referred to Mr. Hatch ; but I do not know of any such expression as that. 

Q. Do you recollect hearing him state that Hatch had served both the Cabral party and 
the Baez party 7 — A. I do not recollect having heard bim use any such language as that. 

Q. Had he made the statement that Hatch had served the Cabral party, would you not 
have been likely to remember that 7 — A. I do not know that I should, necessarily. 

By Mr. ScHUiiz : 

Q. Have you any distinct recollection of these conversations at all 7 — A. I have, in a 
general way, but the release of Mr. Hatch was not a subject to which I was paying partic- 
ular attention, and I have no particular remembrance of it, except as to general conversations. 
As an explanation why I have not such remembrance, it may be well for me to say that I 
arrived in San Domingo the second time on the 18th of November, and Mr. Perry bad taken 
possession of his office only one or two days before, and I remember after going* on shore 
that he told me he had delivered up the prisoners who had taken refuge in the consulate, 
which movement I remember having suggested to him, and I do not know but that I may 
say that I advised him to do it before he went down there, and he told me the President had 
agreed to release Mr. Hatch. 

Q. Then he did tell you that the President of San Domingo had agreed to release Mr. 
Hatch ? — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. FerRY : 

Q, On your arrival 7 — A. About the time of my arrival, I think. I cannot tell the pre- 
cise date. I think the Dominican prisoners who had taken refuge ih the consulate were 
given up about the time I went on snore. 

Q. And Perry told you that President Baez had promised him that he would release or 
had released Hatch 7. — A. That he would when he gave him up those prisoners. I under- 
stood it was an agreement between them that he would give up those men, and President 
Baez would not punish them severely, and President Baez had said he would give up Hatch. 
Consequently I had no reason to suppose that Mr. Hatch \\ as not likely to be released any 
day. I was ou the island only fifteen days then, and as the man was not in the city, I had 
no reason to know or to suppose that he would not be released any day. 

Q. Commercial Agent Smith says, in a dispatch to the department, that Captain Queen 
told him when he returned after you had gone home in September, .that he need not trouble 
himself any more about that man, as General Babcock had taken the proofs of his guilt in 
black and white to the President. Did you take a document with you? — A. I took no doc- 
ument to the President. 

Q. To anybody 7 — A. Not to my knowledge. 

Q. Did you bring any document here 7— A. Not that I know of, against Mr. Hatch. 

Q. Did you bring any communication from Delmonte or Gautier to the government of the 
United States, or any department thereof 7 — A. I brought a number of letters ; for instance, 
I brought a complimentary letter, I suppose it was, to President Grant, in answer to mine 
from President Grant to President Baez, and I think also a letter to our Secretary of State 
from the minister of foreign relations there, returning compliments, ^c. ; but I cannot 
be certain what the contents of any of those letters were. They were sealed letters. 

Q. So that you do not know that there was anything about Mr. Hatch in them 7 — A. I do 
not. What I would understand from the statement to which you have called my attention, 
and what I think Captain Queen, if here, would say is, that information had been sent be- 
cause Captain Queen wrote to me from some of the islands over there a note, saying that he 
had forwarded information to the Navy Department in reference to the Telegrafo, and that 
information was what I read to you the other evening. I got it by going to the Navy De- 
partment. I suppose that is what Captain Queen has reference to, though I do not know 
certainly. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Again this letter says : *' and that it was all through the influence of Cazueau and his 
friends that he (Hatch) was detained ; and that the last time he (Babcock) was iu San 
Domingo he had an American sailor released who had murdered another American ; that 
Cazneau and Fabens were having Dominicans, guilty of murder and political offenses, re- 
leased through Baez ; and that Baez had promised me the release of Hatch." Do you recol- 
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lect any such conrerMtioii?— A. No, sir; bnt I recollect the case of the Americiui MJU^xr 
Tefeqnrea to. 

Q. State it brieflj. — ^A. The cbief jostiee of the Dominican Repnblic sent me wor$ «ne 
daj tiifough General OazneaUt if I remember correctlj, that there wag an American in 
prison there who had been sentenced to five Team* imprisonment for murder. He said he ii^d 
taken an Interest in the man, as he had befaayed himself well since he had been there ^nd 
was an intelligent appearing man, and he hated to see an American in |>rison there, and he 
had done all ne conld hj giying him the least punishment which the law permitted, 
which was fiye years' imprisonment. He said that if I would interest mjseif in the case 
and ask for the release of the prisoner h.e thought the President would pardon him. I told 
him I would see the man, and one momine tnej sent him up to the hotel under a guard. 
I mquired of the man his name and where he was from. I do not remember his name,; I 
remember that he told me he was from Fall Riyer, Massachusetts, and he gaye an account 
that he was ihen from Carolina somewhere ; that he had been in the confederate armj. He 
gaye me this information in answer to questions I put to him. He told me in what regiment 
he had been, and that he was with the confederate army until Ewell was near Washington, 
when he deserted and came in and offered to take the oath of allegiance, and that he was told 
that he might do so and go home ; but before that he was sent to Elmira, where he took the 
oath of allegiance and returned to North Carolina. He said his custom was to go fishing up 
to the banks in the summer, and in winter to act as a steyedore on Cape Fear Biyer ; but that 
he had bad trouble with his wife ; they had quarreled ; she did not want him to go fishing, 
and he wanted to go ; and on account of this quarrel she had left him and gone up the coun- 
trjr ; and ihereimon he shipped on a schooner that was going 4own to the West Indies, fie 
said that the schooner came into San Domingo, and he went on shore with his chummy, as he 
expressed it,a man with whom he was on good terms ; that the only money they had was a 
dollar, which belonged to his friend ; and they got to drinking, as he Baid all sailons would 
do, when they got on shore ; and before long they drank up that dollar's worth at the nate Qf 
two drinks for fiye cents. He said he remembered that they went along together and 
were haying a good time, and they got into a quarrel and had a fight. Then they made up 
again, and, after taking some more drinks, the man wanted satisfaction, and he rememUa^ 
that he thought be would giye him satisfaction ; and the next thing he remembered he was 
on board the schooner in irons^ and was accused of kiUing this man. He said he had prob- 
ably killed him, but he had done it in ihat state when he was not sensible. He said he had 
beoi tried and did not understand a word of the language, and did not know what the wU- 
nesses swore to against him ; but he had no doubt he was properly sentenced, so iuc asvthe 
law was concerned. Then I asked him if he had eyer been in trouble before fof dskiking. 
He told me, yes, once in Boston he had been arrested and imprisoned for a week for getting 
on a drunken spree. That was the only time. 

By Mr. F£RR¥ : 

Q. You interceded for him ? — A. Tes, sir. 

Q. Was he released on your intercession 1— A. He was released, but not on my li^eroai- 
sion alone. I drew up a paper and all the Americans that were there signed wnh'Qie, and 
the man was released. 

By Mr. ScHU&z : 

Q. Was thore any thing in the infractions you had receiyed ^om the President or -the 
State Department directing you to int^cede for this man?-*'A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you feel any delicacy in doing so ? — A. Not after the chief justice of theoounlry 
had asked me to do so. I addressed the application to the attorney general of the republic, 
or the officer corresponding to our attorney general, Mr. Delmonte, if I remtember correctly. 

3y Mr. Howard : 

Q. There is another statement in this letter of June 7, in which Mr. Perry says : ** He, 
(Babcock) then remarked, ' Wait nutU I leaye the island before you say anything more 
about it,' " refering to the case of Hatch. Did you eyer make any such statement as that 
to Mr. Perry ? — A. No, sir ; it is not consistent with what he stated that I did say, that I 
had requested he would not interfere. Here he says I simply requested that he should ab- 
stain from interfering until I had gone. 

Q. He proceeds: **I asked Babcock the day the treaty was signed, if he had the letter 
from Baez to our goyernment, or rather to Haitmont, refusing further adyances on the leant 
and a copy of the public debt of the island." Do you recollect that ? — A. I remember that 
Mr. Perry spoke oi^that; but Mr. Perry, I think, must haye forgotten a portion of the con- 
versation. During the negotiation, when it was proposed to President Baez that that loan 
must be canceled, the question occurred how that could bo done, and a suggestion was made 
that he should write to the Hartmont people telling them that he would receiye none of that 
money ; and I do not know bat that that proposition came from me — to break the loan, in 
other words. He said that if we insisted on it, he would do that ; but he suggested that he 
was satisfied that they had not raised the money, and if we would let it alone, and this let- 
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ter tbonld not, be writteD, they would fail to come -to time, and that would be a fiulore on 
tbeir part, and' thej wonid baye no claim ; bat if be wrote to tbem and told them not (o 
•end the money, even if they bad not the money ready, they would natorally say, ''We 
were ready to famish the money," and then they woald have a i^ood claim. He said that if 
we insisted on it, however, be woald write the letter. The other condition was, that they 
wonld write a letter to me that I might take to Washington, statine that if any of this money 
did anive. in accordance with the contract, it should be received, but retained for the dispo- 
sition of the United States government, but he was satisfied from his information that they 
would not do it, or something to that effect. The letter to which I refer is in a commanica- 
tion that was sent to the Senate in executive session. I cannot give the exact wording of 
it. I do not know that Mr. I^erry knew. that that letter was g^ven to me ; but that was the 
alternative, and that letter was fumish«d to me. No new statement of the public debt was 
given me at this time. The same statement that they had given me before they told me was 
correct, and as in the contract they had guaranteed that in case there was any more than 
this amount the public lands, &c, shoulabe for it, they did not think it was necessary to 
make another statement. 



June 14, 1970. 
O. B. Babcock's examination continued. 

By Mr. Howard: 

Question. Speaking ofMr.Fabens, Mr. Perry's letter to the State Department of the 7th 
of June, says: '*Babcock appoints this man also United States agent at Samana, and then 
writes to Baez to have him also sent to Washington as pleuipotentiary ; so he, Fabens, 
holds three positions in three conflicting interests, at once." Will you state to the committee 
what the facts were exactly about his being appointed agent at Samana ? — Answer. I never 
appointed him agent of any kind, whatever ; and I never wrote to President Baez to suggest 
his coming here as a plenipotentiary or minister. I think the only line I have written to I^es- 
ident Baez, since I left San Domingo the last time, was written from the Bay of Samana, 
firom which place I wrote him a note of thanks for some thinc^ he sent off to the vessel the 
night I left ; it then being so late, I had no opportunity to send him more than a simple card ; 
and from Samana I wrote him a note of thauKs. In inclosing that note to him, I suggested 
that it would be a good plan to send Mr. Gautier as the commissioner to exchange the ratifi- 
cations of the treaty. That is the only recommendation I ever made to President Baez in 
regard to any one coming here. 

Q. Then you say that this statement in regard to the appointment of Fabens as agent at 
Samana is a mistake ? — A. It is a mistake, entirely. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Did you write to Mr. Cazneau that Mr. Fabens should be appointed plenipotentiary 7 — 
A. Ididnot 

Q. Did you write to anybody there f — A. I did not ; I wrote a letter to Mr. Fabens, send- 
ing him a lot of slips from the newspapers ; I did not keep a copy of it ; I think it was some 
time in the early part of April, sendiDg him slip? from newspapers containing accusations 
which had been made that various gentlemen, among tbem Mr. Fabens, Mr. Cazneau, and 
myself, had been in jobs and swindles, or something of that kind. 

Q. What papers were those slips taken from ? — A. I cannot name them ; various newspa- 
pers in the United States. 

Q. New York papers 7 — A. Some were from New York papers, I think. It was customary 
at the office to clip out the remarks that were made in reference to the treaty, and I still have 
a lar^ bunch of tnose slips. I sent a lot of them, and suggested to him in the note accom- 
panying them, that he or some one should come here prepared to refute them. That is the 
only recommendation I ever made for him or any one to come here. 

By Mr. Tickers : 

Q. Have you a copy of that letter ? — A. I have not. It was merely a social letter, and 
I did not keep a copy. 

Q. Are you in the habit of keeping copies of your letters 7 — A. I have a great many so- 
cial letters to acknowledge that I receive and answer hurriedly, and a great many of them 
I do not keep copies of. Colonel Fabens is here ; I do not know whether he has the letter 
or not. I had no power whatsoever to appoint an agent in San Domingo anywhere. My 
letter of instructions left it in the care of the navy to take charge of the flag, or the posses- 
sion there. The instructions have been published, and are before the Senate as an executive 
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doeament The commanding officer of the Albany enlisted a coaple of Americans who were 
lesiduiff there and pnt them in charf^ of the fla^ ; and it is possible that he may have re- 
qxiestea Colonel Fabens, who was goin^^ to stay there, to look after it ; and it taiay be possi- 
ble that I said to him that Fabens would be a eood man to look after it ; but I asked for no 
appointment or authority to him whatever. The only agreement with those men was that 
they should put up the nag at 9 o'clock in the morning, aud take it down at night and see 
that it was not disturbed. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Was anybody appointed to take charge of the property of the United States there 7 — 
A. There was no property there of the United States, except this flag. 

Q. Was there not property sent there 7 — A. After I returned here I went to the Navy De- 
partment and asked them to send some coal down for those steamers. Admiral Smith, I 
think, or whoever has charge of that branch in the Navy Department, asked me if I knew 
any Americans there to consign this coal to. I told him in the first place the name of one 
of the men — I do not rememl^r it now — who had been enlisted to take charge of the flag, 
and I told him also that Colonel Fabens was there. The Secretary of the Navy was in the 
room and the Secretary inquired, "Is it old Colonel Fabens?" and I told him "Yes." 
" Well," said he, ** consign it to him." 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. How did you know that Colonel Fabens was there 7 — A. Because I left him there. 
He went over from San Domingo to Samana on the Albany, the same vessel I did, and he 
told mo he was going to stay there. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Had he any business there 1 — A. He told me he was the agent of Spofford, Tileston & 
Company, who bad the line of steamers from New York ; that they were going to build a 
whan there, and that he was to be their agent. 

Q. Where is his residence, properly speaking, in San Domingo? — A. I think he would 
class it at Samana, now. Formerly he lived in San Domingo City, and had a place there, 
bat his family have been living for a year or more, I think, in New York. I should sup- 
pose bis residence now would be at Samana, from his taking a position as the agent of these 
gentlemen there. 

Q. When you were at San Domingo was his residence then at that city? — ^A. He was 
at tbat city during the time I was there. 

Q. Did he reside there ? — A. He lived at the hotel. 

Q. Yon say that coal was consigned to him. Do you know of anything else having been 
sent to him? — A. I am not aware of anything whatever. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. How much acquaintance had you with Mr. Cazneau ? — A. I first met Mr. Cazneau on 
the island in July, 1869, when I first visited it. 

Q. Did you ever meet him before? — ^A. Never. I never heard of the man until going 
down on the steamer, I believe I heard him spoken of. 

Q. In Mr. Perry's letter of the 7th of June there is this statement: that Baez told Perry that 
'* General Cazneau was a friend of General Babcock, and was in direct communication with 
President Grant, and therefore knew the wishes and plans of my government, and that in 
case of annexation Cazneau would be a very wealtbyman and the first governor of the is- 
land." Did you ever have such a conversation as that with Baez ? — A. No, sir, never. I 
cannot say that Baez did not state that Cazneau was my friend. I do not know anything 
about that part of it ; but, as to the appointment of Cazneau as governor, the idea never en- 
tered my mind. If I had the appointing power, I certainly should not give the place to 
him. I think myself that if annexation takes place, General Cazneau's property there will 
make him a^ wealthy man. 

Q. Did you hear anythiog said in your conversations with President Baez that Mr. Caz- 
neau was in communication with the government of the United States 7 — ^A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you any reason to believe that he was 7 — A. None ; only that since the inves- 
tigation I have learned that there were two or three documents — one at least — which he com- 
municated to the State Department. 

By Mr. Schurz ; 

Q. Had Mr. Cazneau any correspondence with you ?— A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you communicate the letters to the President 7 — A. I did. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Did you reply to him 7 — A. To a number of his letters. 

Q. Did you date those letters firom the Executive Mansion 7— A. Yes, sir. They were 
shown to the President on their arrival, and my answers were shown to him ; in fact, I was 
his secretary in writing them. 
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Uj Mr. Howard : 

J. H«r6 is a fltalemeiit thftt Cmimmi wm in direot OMMaMmioMtoft with ^rawd^nt Qr««k, 
Mr. Perrr impiites this stateiiWDt to Presideat Bms as havinf^ eoaae Irom Baes to ISm, 
(f^ity.) What reason have yoa to sap|K>se that there was any aneh direet eommanl^stleA 
belweao Caneaa and Piresident Grant tr-A. I do not know that Gbaend CaBiiea««f««r 
wrote a letter to President Grant direotly, or that President Grant ever wrote a letter te 
General Cazneao. ' 

Q. Did joa ever hear of such a correspondence taking^ place between them 7— A. No, sir, 
I never heard of it. 

By Mr. ECHURZ : 

Q. Does President Grant generallj carry on his correspondence directly or through his 
sacretaries. 

Mr. HOWARB. I do not see what that has to do with the inquiry. 

Mr. ScHVRZ. The assertion is made that Caznean was in correspondence with PrasldaBt 
Gnmt. General Babcodk admits that he received frequent letters from Oasnean» and admits 
also that he replied, dating his letters at the Execntive Mansion, and he also says that he 
Btxbmitted the letters of General Caznean to President Grant Now the qaestion is legiti- 
mate whether Preaident Grant is in the habit of carrying on his correspondence personally 
or throneh his secretaries. 

Mr. Howard. I take it, Mr. Chairman, that we are not to go into inqniries as to the 
President. 

Mr. ScRURZ. Very well ; I do not care about pushing the matter. 

By Mr. Yigkers : 

Q. I will ask the witness whether he has any knowledge on that subject ? — A. I have no 
knowledge that General Caznean ever wrote a word to President Grant, or that President 
Grant himself directly ever wrote a letter to General Caznean. 

By Mr. Williams : 

Q. Up to the time that you dosed your correspondence with General Caznean, had you any 
reason to suppose that be was not a friend of tho United States, and a good and b^mert 
man ?— A. No, sir, I had no reason to suppose that he was not an honest man. The only 
thine that I have ever heard was what I^ have told you; the Secretary of State said to ma, 
that ne had no confidence in him, but he made no specific charge, or anything of that kind, 
against Mr. Cazneau. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. When did you first hear of General Cazneau ? — A. I think his name was mentioned 
on the steamer the first time I went to San Domingo ; but I cannot state certainly. 

Q. You state that you have no reason to suppose that General Cazneau was not a friend 
of 4ho United States. Did you not hear that dnring the war of the rebellion he was Ibi 
earnest sympathy with the rebellion ?— A. I never heard it until I heard it heie in this room. 

By Mr. Howard: '« 

Q^ A^n, in tho letter of the 7th June, Perry says : '* I also protested against grants and 
concessions of lands, all of which correapond^ce you have in the State Depctftment. I 
refer particularly to A, B, C, D, £, F, G, H, I, J, K, L, and M, and No. 23, of June 6, 1870. 
President Grant informs me that I did right in protesting against them;'* that is, against 
grants and concessions. ** General Babcoek talis me be knew all about them.^* What can 
yon say in regard to that last allegation ?— A. I told Mr. Peny that I knew about the ooa- 
cession to General Cazneau. The emigration scheme I meant. He might have understood 
me to say that ''I knew all about them," but I did not intend to say such a thing, If I did ; 
and it would have been untrue, if I had said so, because I did not know there was such a 
man as Schumaker on the island. What I meant by knowing about tliat eolonizatfon sehooio 
was t^is : among the list of concessions that accompanied the treaty is a concession for an 
emigration scheme ; and that is mentioned in the scnedule attached to the treaty. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Is that the two-hundred- thousand-acre grant ?— A. I was going on to say that that is 
what I meant. That is the only concession that I knew of, and I suppose this is the same 
one. I made a remark to Mr. Perry, I think, to the effect that, if there were any concessions 
other than that, they would be null and void under the sixth article. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. What was the nature of that concession ; what was its data ; what was its inception 
and purpose ; can you state ?--A. No, sir, except from the information I received. 

Q. Of course, you can state only from your information. — A. As I understood, those people 
had previously — I do not know the exact date — conceived the plan of introducing immi- 
grants on the island, and they wanted them to occupy tho border between Hayti and San 
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Domingo, which is a raiding ground ; and to enconraflfo them to do this thoy had a acheme 
toi giY6 them laodl^ Mj impmssioii was ahoat as Mr. Peny m^, thai a man who wottld 
settle there was to have one hundred acres, and to hold his nationality a certain leni^h H 
tiooe hefbre he could get tills to the property ; h«t after thai time he wesld haye title and 
atttld sell it. It was a seheme to eaeoorage imtmigratioii, and there was to be a certahinor- 
tion of the land given to shipping er tM means of briogiag the Immigsaots there. Thej 
wen to he brosght from abfoad ; they oould noi he tiseii from one part ol the islftoii to 
another. That was discussed, I remember, in talking with Baea daring the ewiMnef, aod 
he more particularly had that in yiew, as I uodentood, in ease OQ^ the leaM ov purchase 
ei the bay and penmsula of Samana te^ pkoe. He tkAught thai to fuM this bffdsr between 
him and Hayti would make his country much stronger. 

^ IHd you u&dentand that this arraiigemeBt had its ineeptton at a date aaterior to the 
confirmation of the treaty 7 — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long anterior 7 — A. I cannot tell the exact date. 

Q. Several years ? — A. I cannot state the time. I know it was talked el before I returned 
to the United States the first time ia Septemher. It waa talked of wberu I was down there 
ift July and August, and General Oeaoeaa wrote a letter to me explataiof the mat^r ^ ov 
rather giving his letters to me after I had lefl there and before I wea^ do«3k tha ieeenid tkiM|< 
I remember that he mentioned the mattev* 

By Mr. 8cBURZ : 

^ Hare yoa that lettw ?~A. I thnk ii is among the files^ a^ tihe Sxeeotivia HitMiei^ 
q. Caayon give it to asf— -A. Not unlesa the Piealdienil of the Uoltod Stalae eonseilti* 
Q. Be kind enough to ask Insa T — A. Tery well. 

By Mr. Ferry: 

^ Tlienthetottefsof QeneralCMnjeautoyouace uadeithe eoatnl ol the PMuasnt t^ 
A. I understand it so. 

By Mr. SCHURZ : 

Q. Wae that eoloniaatioa scheme to be umder the snpevi&tendenco and control ef Vr. 
Caaneau T— A. I did not understand it to be that wiaty. i andMrstood thai he had originated 
the scheme, but I did not follow i^ up eleee)/; I suppeeed there' would be some ergauNa- 
tiott of a eompany, mid I did se* know hut that he, m the eid, wwddeemeoa* the pie oi dst i l 
of it I do not know about these details, however. 

% Was the grant eeasummated b^re the tregky was eencladedt^A. Isoippo^it IMs 
finm tiveieet Oiat they gave it itt the Hstw I do no^ snow the date of the (sooAtmi&nu II 
is in ihe list of coaeesmoae aeeompaayiag the Iraa^^ 

By Mr. Bqwakd: 

Q. Mr. Perry's letter of June 7th proceeds : '* Qeneral Babcock tells me he kaaw afi 
about them " — that is, the grants ana concessions — *' and also when the arms and money 
were sent, and I should not protest against gtants and concessions of kmds." Did trou make 
any such statement as that to Mr. Peny 1— A. I think f told htm that I kaew there were 
some «ra» Mid money eent down from mn Tork> aad that there were tent thouBaad dollaft 
in coin sent down by Spofford, Tileston St Go., and some arms and muattioiiSb I think I 
toM hkQ so, and i tl^k I told hira» it woul4 be better net to have protnted, m something to 
thliit<rffoct. 

Q. What pretests did he nfer to-^proteats he sent to the Dominkaa seaitet-^A^ TM 
pretest he made against eoneessions. I meant, as I think I fbUowed hy explaiaing to hi8l# 



that they were all null and void, and invalid, and that the reports that all kinda of eoni 
sions, &c, were being made, were being used by a portion of the press to oppose the treaty. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. You say that ten thousand dollars in coiU: aud some arms were sent by Spoflford, 
Tileston & Co. What were they sent for, do you know?— A. I do not know. I k«jw 
that Colonel Fabens told me, either verbally or in a note, I do not remember whi^, that 
Spofford & Tileston had sent down that amount of money. 

q. Why did you tell Mr. Perry, if you did not know why they were sent, that y^^ 
thought it best not to protest against it ?— A. I did not say that. 1 said I thought it hen 
not to protest against concessions. « a t 

(^ Had you any conversation with Mr. Perry about that money and those arms ?— A. 1 
VoH him I knew they went down there, and I think I t<^d him they came back. 

By Mr. Howard : 

q. Fix the time and place of this conversation.— A. It was at the Executive Mansioft in 
ibis city, the first morning that I saw Mr. Perry after his return from San Domingo. I dQ 
not remember the date. 

Q. In what month must it have been ?— A. It was the last of May. 
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Bjlfr. SCHUKZ: 

Q. Did Mr. Peny tell yoa that he had protested sf^auut the landing of that monej 
Yee, sir. 

Q. Did yon express no opinion abont that protest T-^A. No, sir. 

Q. None whatever 7~A. None. The protest that I expressed an opinion aboat was his 
, protest abont concessions and the acts of that g^vemment 

Q. Was it jonr opinion, at the time, that that money and those arms might have been sent 
down in consideration of a loan 7 

Mr. Howard. Do you ask the witness as to his mere opinion ? 

Mr. ScHUBZ. I want to laiow as matter of information, whether it was part of the loan 
that was sent down. 

The Witness. I have no information and no reason to know that Mr. Hartmont had any- 
thing to do with the sending of this money. 

By Mr. Ferky : 

Q. Did yon not know that Spofford and Tileston were his agents ? — A. I did ; but then 
they were men of very great wealth, and I did not know but that they had sent Ihe money 
themselves and taken their risk. 

Q. What would they send arms for T — A. I do not know. That is their bosiness. I 
knew that if they sent down any money on the Hartmont loan, according to the contract it 
wonld be null and void, and they conld not collect it. Anything they would send wonld be 
at their own risk, because, by one of the articles of the treaty, they had to send the money 
there by the 31st of December, and if Hartmont saw fit to send down money afterward, and 
Mr. Baez took it, it would be entirely at the risk of the agents of the loan. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. Did you state that yon knew of those arms and of that money being sent down ? — 
A. I did state so. 

Q. How did you get that information 7 — J^. I think Xlolonel Fabens told me so in person 
or in a note I had from him. 

Q. Did he tell you, also, what those arms and that money were sent for?— A Sent for 
. the Dominican government, as I understood. 

Q. As a loan 7 — A. I do not know that it was expressed in that way. I do not know 
whether it was in the form of a loan or not. My inference was that it must have been 
loaned to them by somebody. 

Q. Did Colonel Fabens tell you anything about whether it was a loan or not 7 — A. I can- 
not say that he ever said it was a loan, but my inference was that it must have been a loan 
to those people, because I did not suppose they paid money for this money. 

Q. Do you know of anybody in New York loaning moneys to the Dominican govern- 
ment, except Hartmont & Co. 7— A. No, sir, I do not, and what I state is all I know abont 
their loaning it. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. In this paper of June 7, Mr.fJPerrysays : **He," meaning Babcock, *'also told me that 
Mr. Hatch should not have been released." I suppose he there refers to the same ooiiver- 
sation to which you have referred 7 — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What did you say to him about Hatch being released f — A. I did not tell him that he 
ought not to have been released. I asked him the question whether he had a positive order 
for the release of Mr. Hatch, and he told me he had ; and then I told him, as I stated before, 
that this was sent without the knowledge of the President. I made that remark so as to 
explain why I hod asked the question. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. How did you know it was sent without the knowledge of the President 7— A. I knew 
it froinprivate conversations I had bad with the President. 

Q. Had you yourself mentioned Mr. Hatch to the President 7— A. I had. 

Q. Had you stated to the President that Mr. Hatch ought not to be released ?— A. I had 
given my opinion to the President that Mr. Hatch was guilty. 

Q. Had you stated to the President that, in your judgment, Mr. Hatch ought not to be re- 
leased ?— A. No, sir ; I do not think I ever did. 

By Mr. YiCKERS : 

Q. When was it that you stated your opinion to the President 7— A. I cannot fix the -date, 
but it was some time this spring. 

By Mr. Ferry : 
^ Q. You had told the President, then, that you believed Mr. Hatch to be guilty,— A. Yes, 
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By Ifr. Howard : 

Q. Do 7011 know whether Mr. Perrr had anj difficultj in San Domingo when he was 
there ?• A. Yes, sir; I nnderstand l^e had. 

Q. Have you a dispatch or letter from Mr. Qautier, the Dominican minister of foreign 
afiairs on that snhject?— A. I have one that was sent to the State Department. 

Q. Have you it with you T — ^A. I have. 

By Mr. SCHURZ : 

Q. Did you get it at the State Department ?— A. Te^t, sir ; it was sent from the State De- 
partment to me. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. What is the date of it?— A. May 17, 1870. I have the original here and also a 
translation by the State Department. 
Q. Bead the translation. — A. It is as follows : 

''San Domingo, May 17, 1870. 

''Most Excellent Sir : After my note of yesterday had been written, with regard to 
the proeeedlngs of the commercial agent of the United States in this city, a new and scan- 
dalous incident occurred, which has deeply grieved all the members of the government, all 
the friends of annexation, and all North American citizens who have had knowledge of the 
affair. The case is as follows : 

"An American citizen had been sued by a Danish subject for an outrage which he bad 
committed, and as the said American belonged to the crew of the Tybee he could not be al- 
lowed to depart in the said vessel before bavins paid the fine to which he was condemned. 
At this-jnncture the consul made the offer that the said fine should be paid through his medi- 
ation, he becoming responsible for the individual, who was at once suffered to depart. This 
took place at the time when the Tybee sailed in March. 

" The court, on the consuVs refusal to pay, again required the condemned partjr to pay 
the fine, as soon as the Tybee arrived, ana the consul entered the court-room, and in open 
court told the plaintiff to aibandon the suit and to keep silent. As the plaintiff replied toat 
he could not abandon his complaint, the consul, without any regard for nis position, for tfie 
dignity of the court, or for the concourse of North Americans and native citizens who wei% 
present, walked up to the individual and slapped him in the face, and then immediately went 
and took refuge in his office. 

*'The laws of the country are precise and definite ; such a lack of respect, in presence of a 
court, is punished with a heavy fine, and with imprisonment. My government, however, 
in consideration of the functions of this gentleman, out of special regard and deference to 
the cabinet at Washington, and to the worthy President Grant, has interposed its influence 
in order that the person of said agent be not touched, although it will not be possible to 
exempt him from the fine which justice demands. 

" Unfortunately, the man who received the blow is a nerro. The painful sensation pro- 
duced by this occurrence 'in society here* could not well oe exaggerated, because hitherto 
nobody had failed in the respect due to a court ; and as mischievous persons are everywhere 
found, unfriendly comments have been made on the affair. 

** My government directs me earnestly to represent to your excellency the necessity of 
sending a person of peaceful disposition, well acquainted with the policy of our govern- 
ments, and capable of examining and comprehending the special circumstances in which 
the country is placed. Mr. Perry, notwithstanding the recommendations which have been 
made to him to live on a friendly footing with the government ; notwithstanding the defer- 
ence with which he has been treated, has done, in the attitude of a friend, more injury than 
could have been done by the most open enemy. His good qualities and feelings disappear 
before the irritability of his temper, and it is a matter of importance to my government and 
to sound policy that the representatives of the cabinet of the United States should be as 
sympathetic as have been hitherto all the high officials whom we have known, as well as 
the ofRc/n of the United States Navy and Army. 

'* I renew to your excellency the assurances of my distinguished consideration. 

"M. M. GAUTIEE, 
^^MnUUr of Foreign RdationM. 

" His Excellency the Secretary of Foreign Relations 

**of the United States of America,*^ 

The original Spanish is: 

" Exc'MO SeKor : Escrita ya mi nota del dia de ayer acerca del preceder del agents co- 
mercial de los Estados Unidos en esta ciudad vino un nuevo y escandaloso incidente IL 
Henar de amargura el iinimo de todos los miembros del gobierno de todos los partidarios 
de la anexion y de todos los ciudadanos Norte-Americanos que han presenciado 6 tenido 
noticia del acontecimiento. £1 caso es el siguiente : 

*' Un ciudadano americano habia side demandado par un sfibdito Dinamarquez d cavsa 
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de vn altrag^e ^ae aqnel le habia inferido, t oomo pertenecia £ la tripalaeton del * Tjbee * 
no podia penniteraele mi marcha en dicho bnqoe antes de faaber satisfecho la mnlia i que 
ie M eonaeD6. En tal momento el consnl ofTeci6 que ie pag;aiia dicba multa per en meaiar 
don, respondiendo por el individno, d qnien desde luego se dej6 marchar. Edto s&ced!6 
ea 61 yitfie del l^bee del mes de llarzo. 

"El inzgado, 6, la negativa de paffo por parte del consal requ]ri6 de nnevo al condena^ 
H la mnlta tan Inego como lle^ el Tybee y el consul el plena andlencia entr6 en el tribunal 
4 decir al qnerellante que abandonara el asnnto j fi;uardara silencio. Como le eontesto qne 
^l no podia abandonar sn qneja, el consal, sin miramiento alj^ano por sn posicion ni por la 
dSjpHirad del tribunal ni por el concnrso de Norte-Americanos y nacionales alii preventes 
xnarch6 sobre el indiyidno j le di6 una bofetada, saliendo immediatamente ^ alberg^arse en sn 
oonsulado. 

"Las lejes del pais son precisas j terminantes una falta de acatamiento semejaute ante 
ma Iribumu M castigada con credda multa y con prision. Mr ^biemo, sin embargo, en eon- 
sideradon li las funciones, que ejerce, ese senor : por especial miramiento y defuenda, al 
gabinete de Washiogton y al digno Presidente Grant, ha interpuesto su iafluencia para que 
no se toqne & la persona de dicho agente, si bien no le seA posible esconerarle de la multa, en 
obseqtno de la nndtcta publica ofendida y alarmada. 

''^Por desgracia et hombre abofeteado era un negro. La sensacion dolorosa que ese hecho 
hiveausado en esta sodedad es impon<lBraUe ; porque nadie baste hoy habia faltado, al res* 
pelo H u» (ribunal ; y como no' fhlta alguno quo otro enemigo, que exptote las i^sas, so has 
M€iio eomentarios taristes acei^ del acontecimiento. 

" Mi gobiemo me encarga encaracer ^ Y. E. la necesidad de que se envie nn hombM de 
eilMa, bien penetrado M pensamlento politico de nnestros gobiemos, y capas de estn^ar y 
eomprender um cfrcfliMfeaBdas especiales del pais. £1 8efior Perry, my obstante las reeoown- 
dltdbttes que se le haa hecho ^ qo« TlTa en bnena intelfgencia con el gobiemo ; apesai* de 
ll» d ei prop da coft que se le la ttfatado, ha hecho en stt clase de amigo mas dano qA d qtie 
pndiera hiNMnms el eaemig o mas osmpleto sos cualidades y sns bfienos deeeos desapaieeeift 
ante la irritabilidad de su caracter y A mi gobiemo y 6 la sana pelftlea conviene que^ Kni 
rMleietffonfea del M%tttete do tea Eslados Unidos se faajan ten simpdtieoe como hasta 
immlo haa sid^ todM lbs altos empleadov qtte hemos eenoddo, y los gefiss j ofidales 4e m 
BMinw de guernU 
. ** Bmmto ii^ V. B. las segiuldaides de mi dlstingnlda eewnderadon. 

" M. M. ©ADTIER, 

" Exc*mo 8enor Secrbtario de las Relaciones Exterior es, 

''de los Estados Viridos de America, H^ashinfgtOH, 

" iUviCrDOMaiQO, M€§p 17 de 1^0.'' 

Bylifr.SGHURZ: 

Q. You say you received that document from the 8tal»Depafftmenif->A. Yes^ sir. 

% ^id youi apply for it T— A» I did ; I wrote a note to tha Assiatenl Secrotery; askkig him 
iftSneweracliargfls against Mr. Penry fvom that goyemmeot) ai^this doeaaiettt iraa seaft 
tef m^ and with it were sent dowm two others whtdi I did n»t htmg upc aa they wesa tha 
ones read from Mr. Qautier, in regard to the pretest to tfajs pcesident of the Seaate. ThaB# 
Bdsg alreadj ea file with the oemmittoo I did not bring them. 

By M!r. WauJtMS : 

Q»; Wbeit Mr. Penry visited you at the Ezecative Mansion and engaged in this mavwh-: 
sattwa were- the friendly relations between yen and bun at that time nndisturbad, and' <Ud 

rqi oonaidsBr that you and bo were confidential friends about this treaty badnesa?— *A« 
had every reason to suppose that he was as friendly to me as one conld be. X have 
iK^ this date to Iliiow tibe reasm why he should have any animus toward me. I iiiink I waa i 
pfohably about the first person lie saw to talk with when he came back : He eama ia 
and sat down and I asked him a question purely in coafideace between gentlMnen, **Ia 
there any opposition down there, or is there really a large majority of those people m fhvcn 
of annexation ?" wanting to get at a certainty almost, haviug seen the stories that were pnb* 
lished. He told me, ** Yes^ there is no doubt about that, " and the conversation proceeded. 
He asked me what he could do that could help the treaty, and I told him he could see difier- 
ent ^ntlemen ; I told him the President wanted to see him, and very soon the President was 
at leisure, and he went in and saw the President ; after he came out we had a still fdrther 
conversation, perfectly friendly, and he told me of little matters going on in the country — 
items of information that he had ; and I asked him if he would not make some notea of 
things that could be used to help the treaty, and I would give them to the friends of the 
treaty,, supposing Mr. Perry to be just as friendly to it as myself. I told him if he would 
make memoranda for me, I would use them ; the conversation at this time was intermpted, 
as I r emember, by the Secreta^ of State coming in and speaking with Mr. Bnry, and then itt- 
vilStog him to go to the State Department with mm, and he went there. 

By Ife. HOWARD: 

Q. Can you state to the committee what the negotiation of the treaty cost, and who paid 
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tib» ^HU ; wh» had ehttrg» of tfa* BKmey 7— A. I kad ehui^ of it myMlf, so far as aU Um 
iBcidMiM ospeoaM wore eoaoonted. 

Q« Tbat ia, the expoMea of the i^nona cooaectad with the noffottatioat t-^A. Yea» sir » I 
v^Hk explain wh«l I mean. Whoa X went from here* as the letter to me which haa beea 
pobMshed will show^ I was famished by the State Department at one time with $500, and 
tW ether time with |700; tlie first time I had antboritj, in case it were necessary^ to draw 
OB Ike department for more OMDey for my coatisgent expenses ; so that all the money I 
drew from the eontingeBt fnnd of the State D^artment was $1»200, and of that I used alit- 
tl0<nper$l,lOQ. 

Q:. For the wh<^e expenses 7— A. For the whole expenses that I expended in any way. 

^ With whom did yen settie yonr aeconnts 7— A. The money was taken from the eon- 
tkkgtm^ litad, or the secret-soryice fnnd of the State Department. The President looked 
o^er a»7 first aceeont* and I g^ot Ids sigpuitnre to It. The second aeeount I haye never sub- 
aaitted to hi» to get his sigpiatnre ; bnt I have it all made oat I submitted it in that ws^ 
beesose I supposed I had to aeoonnt for $1 to the State Department the same as any other 
ffad ; bat wnen I went to the State Department the official clerk told me that in regard to 
money drawn in that way all the voncher the law reqaired from the State Department was 
the order of the President for the monevi and if I satisfied the President the money was 
pren e rly expended, that was ihe end of it, so far as any responsibility was concerned; 
ana for that reason I pnrsued the omirse I did. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. Did yon pay any money in consideration of the treaties ? — A. Yes, sir ; I paid $100,000 
in gold, for which I took Mr. Perry*s receipt. Mr. PMiry was present, with a naraher of ^n- 
tlemen, when it was connted, and Mr. Peny gave me his receipt, and took the receipt ot the 
treasurer, I believe. 

By Mr. Howard *. 

Q. What was that for 7— A. Thai was te int instottraent on the eenditions of the treaty, 
to be applied to the lease of the Bay of S a iaaaa ; and in tiie treaty it waa eamtesaM twb 
this money should be deducted from the $t,&06^^0O, in ease aameaation took place. Thai is 
all expliuned in the treaty* 

By Mr. ScuuRZ : 

Q. Was there not a careo of arms 7-— A. The oendilion on which the treaty waa made was 
that $100, 000 in sold andl^O,000 in monitions of war should be supplied. A schedule of 
whiftt they applied for I think accompanies the treaty. The substance of it wae two or three 
mountain howitzers, with all their appurtenances, and.the ammni^feiion to gawlih them ; a cer- 
tain number of Springfield rifles ; and a certain number of hreedi4ea2iBff arma, I ^link 
Spencer*s. The sum was made up pretty nearly. In m^in^ out the list, I nad it made out 
saacif^r as if we had been snpplynw onr own army with the same piroportien of arms and 
BMnidkaai^ and the whole «aoaoM torksa Ifam $^^000. That is the reason tiiey acknowl* 
edi^ In the trealy the receipt of |175,€00 and seme cents. We agreed to furnish tiwm 
fl&OyOOd X llO&fOOa to be in gold and $&0,060 in nuuntions of war. The mmnitrons furnlAed 
amounted to $47,000 and some cents. 

Q^ Did you deliver the $100,000 in coin to Baez himself f— A. No, sir. 

Q. 1*0 whom 7 — A. To the treasurer, Mr. Gibbs. 
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. Do you know whether the$tOO,OeO were accounted fi» to theDomiBiean senate 7 Have 
yoTf any knowled^ of the feet ?^A. I have no ia^ermatlon as to what th^ did with the 
men^< I know mat Mr. Perry waa there and saw the money counted, and gave me a re- 
o^pi The boi^ wei^ never opened by me ; they were cfaedced off by an officer of the Navy 
Dcfattnieirt detailed ftom the vessel, aad also by one of the Dominicatt government. There 
was an nndeietan^g between President Baea and Blr. Peny that they should go down and 
Mtk 4ny number of hexes they ^4ASed to see if they coinoi^d with the invoices ; and when 
the whole number of boxes, aeccr^g to the schedule, had been placed on shore ft was ddue. 
Mr^ P(Hnry gave me a leceipt for the stores, and i think he took a receipt for them ; though I 
do nefr know that he took a recent for them, lleeause the treaty receipts for them. 

By Mr. Howard: 

Have you a letter from Mr. C^kzneau of May 17, 1670 7 — A. I have. 

Can you produce it 7 — A, I have it not with me now. 

Where is it 7^A. At tlie Executive Mansfon. 

Wai you please produce it this evening if yon can t— A. I will ask permission to do so. 

By Mr. BCBURZ: 

Qk Can you state in general terms what the letter contains 7«**A. it is a letter written ap- 
Mfently alter the troulHe that Mr. Perry relates with Mr. Caaneau, and goes on, starting <« 
fy mtmag some comments on Mr. Perry» spying he is veary energetic, hiave, dtc , but very 
BiHahle, and not calculated for diplomatic intercourse, or something like that. It then ifoei 
on to state that he had had some trouble with different people : stated that he had had some 
trouble with Prime, a citizen there, who had the bank ; Mr. Cazneau saying that Mr. Prime 
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wanted larffor privileges than the bank charter granted ; that it was opposed by that eoTem- 
ment, and Mr. Perry would not help him in it, and consequently Prime was dissatisfied. It 
said that O'Snllivan was dissatisned because he would not recommend that O'SalliTan 
shonld be sent over to Hayana to send the teleg^phic news to Washington when thej 
feared trouble on the Haytien border. The letter said also that Mr. Perry had applied to 
the Dominican goyemment for the lease of certain buildings for his friend Scott, from 
Baltimore, for a hotel^ and that, being occupied as a court, they had been refused, 
but they offered him the adjoining building for a term of yean on condition that he 
should malie good the roof, &c., and this haa offended him. It said, farther; that on this 
Mr. Peny insisted upon the release of Mr. Hatch, and stated that he had positiye orders 
from his government to demand his release. Cazneau says that he was present at the in- 
terview that had occurred, and that Mr. Pern^ took the s^round to the Baez government, as 
Mr. Perry says, that this man had been tried, sentenced to be hung, and pardoned ; but 
they said that his pardon had not yet been given to him, and the people thought it was 
better to keep him there than to let him go while this matter was under negotiation. That 
was the nature of the letter. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. You will please produce the letter. — A. I have no objection to producing the letter. 
Q. Have you a letter from Mr. Hatch dated the 15th of March ? — A. I have a letter froAi 
Mr. Hatch ; I do not remember the date of it ; I can produce it. 

By Mr. SCHURZ : 
Q. Is that the letter Mr. Ferry asked for ? — A. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Did you receive it here?— A. Yes, sir; here in Washington. (Letter produced.) 

Mr. Howard. I wish the letter put in as evidence in the case, Mr. Chairman, for the 
purpose of showing the temperament and animus of Mr. Hatch, and the ease with which 
he passed from one error of statement into another. 

Mr. Ferrt. I was about to present a duplicate of the letter. I have read it. 

The Witness. I have here the original letter as received by me. 

By Mr. Howard : 
Q. What is the date of itT—A. Azua, March 15, 1870. 

By Mr. Tickers : 

• Q. Is it written from prison ? 

The Witness. I believe not. 

Mr. Ferry. It is the day after his release. 

The Witness. I will read the letter. I sent him no answer to this letter, and I wiH ex- 
plain why. Before reading it I will say that he states in it that I was authorized by the 
state Department to investigate his case or associated with Mr. Perry in some way. I deny 
it entirely. Mr. Hatch was evidently laboring under a delusion when he was making this 
charge. The letter is as follows : 

"Azua, March 15, 1870. 

** Sir : It has hitherto seemed so improbable that a man educated at our national Military 
Academy, and attained to the high rank you hold, at so early a period in life, and holding 
so important and confidential a position by the side of President Grant, could be induced by 
sordid motives to use the influence of your rank and position to the injury of a fellow-ooon- 
tryman, in a foreign land, an entire stranger to you, when you was unaer the most solemn 
obligations, as an officer of our government, to aid and protect him, that I could not for a long 
time believe what I heard. So lone^ ago as the month of October I received a letter from 
a friend in San Domingo, in wbicn, afber speaking of the combination of certain parties 
there who were encouraging Mr. Baez in persecuting me, it says, * And I have it from un- 
doubted authority that General Babcock took on with him the so-called proofs of your com- 
plicity in the revolution against the government, to lay them before the President and the 
State Department, in order to forestall and prejudice vour case, and prevent any iuteiposi- 
tion by our government in your behalf, and this before your trial.' Reliable though the 
source whence this report came, I was incredulous, and did not notice it or speak of it. 
More positive evidence having reached me since, which, taken in connection with the acquies- 
cence of our government in the continued persecution of Mr. Baez, leaves me no longer in doubt ; 
and clear and truthful though the whole record seems to be, I would not make a formal com- 
plaint to our government, or give any publicity to the affair, without giving you the op- 
portunity to defend or explain your course, although yon did not extend the like favor to 
me. I therefore send a copy of this letter to Senator O. S. Ferry, to whom I applied for 
assistance, after being more than three months in prison, and seeing that those who were 
under the most imperative obligations to aid and protect me were using the influence of 
their official positions to prolong my confinement for the gratification they saw it afforded 
Mr. Baez and others. 
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^* I haTe heretofore gi'^u General Ferry an account of the atrocious conduct of Mr. Perry, 
but as I hear he was associated with ^ ou as one of the commissioners of the State Depart- 
ment to investigate my case with this ffovernment, it is important, for the ends in view, that 
I should g^veyou some of the principal facts. 

"He arrived in San Domingo on the 12th of November. On the 16th Mr. Smith, his 
predecessor, wrote me : * I am much pleased with Mr. Perry. I have taken p^reat pains to 
acquaint him with your situation, and he has promised to stand by you. Write him the 
same as you would to me.* With this assurance I wrote him a long and confidential letter 
on the Idth, and sent him copies of such of my letters to Mr. Smith as I happened to have. 
I explained fully the circumstances of my arrest, trial, &c., and added that Mr. Smith wrote 
me in October that he .had demanded my release, as I had requested him to do, upon the 
gnronnds that the decree of the 4th October, commuting the sentence to banishment, was a 
finality, and that my continued detention is illegal and contrary to the practice of all civil- 
ized governments in such cases, and that the government replied that I would be released 
as soon as the record of the trial had been copied, (a mere pretext to prolong my confine- 
ment,) and in order to still further prolong the time the copying was given to a Boy, who, 
acting under instructions, took six weeks to do what could have been done in two days. I 
know the order was here for me to proceed to the city when the copy should be completed. 
On the 16th, four days after the arrival of Mr. Perry in the city, a friend of mine, although 
a confidant of the governor^ who was to accompany me to the city on business with me, 
called and told me we were to embark the next day in the Capotilla. On the evening of the 
same day he called again and told me that an order had just been received to hold me in 
prison until further orders. I wrote Mr. Perry all these particulars. The designs of Mr. 
Baez were now fully revealed. He, with the aid of Cazneau and Fabens, had succeeded by 
false and malicious representations against Mr. Smith to effect his recall, because he was too 
honorable and too straightforward a man to enter with them into their intrigues and schemes 
to defraud our goverament in the negotiations they were endeavoring to effect between the 
two governments. It then came out that these artifices had been resorted to to hold me 
here until the result of the application for the recall of Mr. Smith should be known, and 
therefore it was decided immediately on the arrival of Mr. Perry to hold me until a peremp- 
tory order should be received from our government to liberate me. I wrote Mr. Perry three 
more letters, the last on the 6th December, but up to this time have not received a line or a 
message from him. Common courtesy between gentlemen entitled me to an answer to my 
letters, but his neglect of me, as an officer of our government, whose especial duty it is to 
protect the lives, the liberty, and the interests of his countrymen, makes his conduct crim- 
mal, and I have good reason to suspect him of a breach of confidence in an improper use 
of my letters, written upon the promises of assistance through Mr. Smith. Although only 
too truthful, it is my assertions of innocence from the first, to the governor here, and others, 
and my determination to demand an investigation by my government, and satisfaction and 
reparation for the wrong doing, that has so alarmed Mr. Baez, and induced him to prolong 
my detention. A guilty conscience will make a coward of any man. Truth and justice are 
always consistent; error and falsehood require constant patching. 

"And now, presuming what I have heard to be true, that you were one of the commission- 
ers who investigated and approved the conduct of Mr. Baez toward me, I take the liberty 
of submitting a few questions for your consideration : 

" Did you not feel some reproving of conscience while sitting in judgment upon me with- 
out giving me an opportunity to be heard in my defense or even informing me of the 
result? 

" Did you see the record of the so-called trial, and if so, was it translated by a person in 
the interest of Mr. Baez or of me ; and do you know that nothing had been added or sub- 
tracted from it ? 

** Did you know that four of the witnesses gave their evidence in prison, in irons ; one of 
whom was tried, sentenced, and executed, after giving his evidence, and before my trial ; 
and that the other three witnesses, who were also examined in secret, were officers ib the 
ci7il service of the government, and yet rendered, voluntarily and cheerfully, direct and im- 
portant services to the Cabral party during the three mouths they occupied Barahona ? 

**Did you know that, notwithstanding the criminal status of the seven witnesses exam- 
ined in secret, under an implied, if not an expressed, condition of favor from the government, 
if their evidence tended to criminate me, yet that nothing was elicited from them more than 
that I had voluntarily given in my declaration ? 

"Did you know that it was thirty days after my arrest before I knew anything of the 
charges against me, and then had only forty-eight hours to prepare my defense ? 

*'Did yon know that I was never informed when the trial was to take place, and only 
heard of it by accident the day before from a friend ? 

" Did you know that when I heard of the time fixed for the trial that I petitioned for titne to 
send to the city for important papers, and to summons witnesses, it was peremptorily re- 
fused, without assigning any reason for the refusal ? 

"Did yon know that the sentence was ordered by Mr. Baez, with the promise of pardon, 
and that three responsible persons, in the confidence of the governor here, told me the day 
before the trial that I was to be sentenced to death, but to have no fear, for they could assure 
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IB* thai I would be pardoned ; aud that one even (oM me be bad seen tbe letter froin the 
frefideni to that effect ? 

'*AU these &cts I commiixiieated to Mr. Perrj, and if be did not diow 70a my letters, it 
odIt tends to confirm the charges I have preferred against him ; and if 70a did see them, mad 
wiln tbe knowledge of all these circumstances 70B could act the part 70Q did in judginj^ and 
•^proving the conduct of Mr. Baes without hearing a word from pe, then I must say jou 
ought tohaYebeen bom in the da7s of the Inquisition, or, better still, under the goTern.- 
nent of Mr. Baez, where such things can be done with eifual impunit7, and which you i^ 

**And to still further show the inquisitorial and farcical character of the trial, and that it 
was nothing but a plot to injure me from the first, on appearing before what was called the 
eoiurt I protested against the trial proceeding ; that the gorernment had taken tbirt7 di^s to 
prepare the prosecution, taking the evidence of witnesses in secret ; that it was but forty- 
t%ht hours since I knew of what I was accused » aud that it was only the day before I had 
learned accidentiUly when the trial was to be had : that I had had no time or opportunity 
for my defense, and should not make any if the trial was proceeded with then. The trial 
was ordered without giving me any satisfaction. I did not know who the witnesses w«re 
Of to what they had testified until tbeir testimony was read over. They were called in to confirm 
their evidence g^ven in secret, and all appeared except the one who had been executed. 
The q[>portunity to question them was offered me, which I declined. Tbe six ignorant men, 
forming what was called the court, took no port whatever in the proceedings^ They had been se- 
lected for a special object. Tbe fiscal, or prosecutor, had his instructions from high authority, 
and he ordered the sentence. Beturmng to prison after the sentence, 'my door, which had A" 
ways been locked and guarded, was never again locked or guarded, and I was allowed to go 
in and out when I pieced. A few hours afror the conclusion of the trial I sent a request to 
the governor for an interview. He replied that he was ill and could not go out, but I might 
visit him at his house and without a fl^rd, and I passed through the same street sJone, where a 
fow hours before I had passed under a guard or armed men, although under the sgnUnce of 
death. Although the governor had received a letter from President Ba/ez promision^ pardoa 
in advance^ and which I found was generally known, yet, for appearance sake, it was neces- 
sary to go through the forms of sending an express to him with a petition for pardon. This 
was draAvn up by the governor and signed by me without knowing what it contained, as it 
was so dark I could not read it when sent to me. It left here on the 2d and arrived in the 
elty OB tbe 4th of October ; and on Ihe same day, two days after the sentence had been passed, 
it was commuted by a decree to banishment, without seeing the proceedings or knowing any- 
thing of the facts presented en the trial, except what may have been eommunieated to Mr. 
Baes by the governor, a brother of his, previoushr. Until the day before the trial I had net 
Um most remote idea that Mr. Baez contemplated anything more by the proeecution than to 
fin^ some pretext for sending me out of the country. Does not all this show most condu- 
eively thai the only aim and object of Mr. Baea was to pass the degrading and humiliating 
sentence of death upon me, which he knew would carry with it tbe presumption of guilt in 
a greater or less degree f Why that indecent haste, disreg^ding all the usual forms of law 
aira justice in setting aside the s^it^ioe he bad ordered, without reviewing the proceedings 
en the trial 7 Too well he knew that he had no justification for the barbarous act ; and that 
he did not then contemplate holding me still a prisoner is evident, or he would have com- 
muted tbe sentence to a fixed term of imprisonment. He knew that Mr. Smith regarded the 
whole affair as a cruel and cowardly act, without a shadow of pretext, and that he would net 
submit to any injustice against one of his country. He knew, too, that he had had the: en- 
tire confidence of Mr. Seward, and he did not know then that that false and cunning scoun- 
drel, Joseph W. Fabens, would succeed in effecting bis recall, and he probably would not 
have done so but for your assistance. Mr. Baez, knowing what the consequences would be 
when the truth should come to be known to our government, wished to defer it ae loi^ as 
pessible. And he never would have ventured upon so bold and reckless a defiance of law 
and justice iigainst a citizen of the United States, had he not been encouraged in it by Mr. 
Caaneau and his secret agent, Mr. ITabens, whom he kept going back and forth to Wash- 
ington. And be has been still further encouraged by the official agents of our government, 
if not by direct advice and assistance, at least by their connivance. 

'* Immediately after the trial I requested Mr. Smith to call upon this government for a 
eepy of the proi-eedings to send to our government, a copy of which letter I sent to Mr. Peny. 
I have since requested General Ferry to ask Mr. Fish to call for it, with the view of having 
a thcMTough investigation by our government. It has made many similar applications to the 
British government, not one of which was ever refused. I am under no apprehension but 
that our government will see that full satisfaction and reparation is done me, when they 
shall come to learn the whole history of my case, and what I have suffered, in person and 
property, without any pretext whatever. President Grant says but little, but that is well 
ceosidered before it is uttered. The paragraph in his inaugural promising protection to 
citizens abroad, native or naturalized, was not without its meaning I have full faith m 
hie sense of justice, too, and therefore I refuse to believe he knows all that you know of <^e 
emel wrongs I have suffered at the hands of Mr. Baez. 

'* As i am an entire stranger to you, whom you probably never heard of before your first 



visit to this coantrj, it is not posf ible voa could have anytliiDf perAonal toward ma, and it 
is, ^erefore, rery uatarM for me to asK mjself what motive jou conld have ia injaring me. 
Snrrij it eenld not be for the gratification it afforded Mr. Baez and his American counselon, 
and that ^one. Ate yon not in their grand schemes of speeolation out of the past and pro- 
spective negotiations with onr government f And have voa not other speculations in pros- 
pect, whicii induce voa to press and encourage the penaing negotiations, without consider- 
ing the interests of the two countries f You certainly would not go so far one side of jova 
line of duty as to encourage Mr. Baez in persecuting me, were it not for the hope of some 
favor — some reward — directly or indirectly ; and these reflections lead me to inquire what 
object 7on had in view in the questions you put to Mr. Smith in the month of August as to 
my character and standing, and as to tlie validity of the grants I have in the salt mines of 
Neyba. From whom did you hear of me, and of those erants, and what object had you in 
inquiring whether they were valid or not ? Were your intentions honorable toward me 7 

** To gratify your curiosity, and at the same time that you may know the origin of my 
difficulty with Mr. Baez, I will give you a brief history of the acquisition of those grants. 
I arrived in San Domingo in January, 1863, and after a careful examiuation of the mines 
and of the natural facilities for transporting the salt to the sea^board, I applied to the 
Spanish government, then in quiet possession of the whole conntiy, for a concession 
of the same. Having been highly recommended by the highest authorities in Porto 
Rico, who knew me personally, my petition was favorably received and favorably recom- 
mended to the home government for approval. Rather than wait there the usual slow 
action of the Spanish government, I returned home. On hearing of the approval of the home 
S:ovemment, I came out again the following winter, and in February, 1864, the Captain (Gen- 
eral handed me the eight grants, embracing the whole extent of the mines, duly signed. By 
iBStructioBs from my assodates I returned home again to assist in organizing a company 
to work the mines ; but before the- organization had been completed, we heard of an insur- 
rection having broken out on the nortn side, having for its object the regeneration of the re- 
public, and it was thought advisable to await the result. The revolution extended and con- 
tinued, until, finally, on the tstof May, 1865, the Spanish government passed an act of aban- 
donment, and the evacuation of the country took place on tbe 1 1 th of July followmg. It was 
then thought advisable, though not necessary under the international code, to obtain a con- 
firmation of the grants from the succeeding government, and I came out again for that pur- 
pose. It was not until the following December that a permanent government was organized 
under Mr. Baez. I called upon him immediately, and met with a very cordial recep- 
tion. He told me he already knew the whole history of the grants and of our projects, 
and the importance they would be to the government and the country, and that I could 
count upon his assistance and advice officially and individually ; and he added, *' Ton 
can call upon me at any time without ceremony." I called twice subsequently ; on which 
occasions the subject of the mines was fully discussed, but the validity of the titles never 
questioned. On the 13th of December, five days after his inaujifuration, an insurrection 
broke out at Puerto Plata which alarmed him and warned him of bis probable short tenure 
of office, and of flie necessity of making good use of his time. Every project of improve- 
ment, therefore, had its price, whatever advantages it offered to the government or country. 
He soon intimated to me that he thought there might be a question as to the validity of our 
titles in the salt mines, and, immediately after, a confidant ot his advised me to propose an ar- 
rangement with Mr. Baez, privately, and have the grants confirmed, to save time. I called 
ni>on him tht^ same evening with a mutual friend, and had a private and pleasant conference 
with him of two hours, at which I proposed to make him a member of the association without 
bearing any of the expenses that had been, or that might be, incurred before the organ- 
ization. He seemed much pleased with this at the time, and said he would think it over and 
let me know after a day or two. Nothing was said tken about the titles being invalid. 
After a few days, the insurrection Increasing, and seeing he would soon have to leave the 
country, he sent me word that the proposal would not suit him, and the same confidant ot 
his called a^ain and advised me to propose a sum of money, which I declined, and had no 
other interview with him. Not long aner this he passed a decree annulling the grants upon 
the frivolous pretense that the Spanish government had no right to issue them when they 
did. It is evident from this that modesty is not one of his virtues, as he held on to his com- 
mission as field marshal in the Spanish army sixteen months after the date of the grants. 

**He was forced to succumb on the 29th day of May, when, to avoid violence, be made a 
hasty retreat to the French consulate, at midnight. On the accession of General Cabral to 
the presidency, he gave me grants identical with those obtained from the Spanish govern- 
ment. I immediately went to the mines with a competent mining engineer, who carefully 
surveyed the mines and the contemplated railroad route from the mines to the port of Bara- 
hona, and made drawings of the same. 

'* After the downfall of Mr. Baez there was published a *' manifesto," signed by a very 
large number of the most respectable citizens, giving the causes of the revolution against 
• Mr. Baez, and animadverted severely his conduct toward me in the matter of the salt mines, 
which I knew nothing of until it was published. His brother, Damian, then in CurH9oa, 
relied to it in a printed circular, making some false and malicious statements, which the 
new government requested me to reply to and state the whole facts, which I did. 
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^'Of course tbey leflacted rather severely upon the moral character of Mr. Baez, both f9r 
veracity and honesty. And as a correspooder.t of the New York Times, I was under the 
necessity of g^iving a full account of the revolution, its causes, and the character of the par- 
ties engafi^ed in it. I did not spare Mr. Baez. Truthful though the account was — and that 
it was so may be inferred from the fact that neither he, his brothers, nor his friends attenapted 
to refute it — he was, nevertheless, greatly exasperated ; as well at my success in obtaining 
concessions in the mines as for my published accounts reflecting upon his character and his 
administaation ; and hence his persecution now when he happens to have me iu his power. 
But however great the provocation in an affair between two private individuals, it forms no 
justification for cruel, cowardly, criminal proceedings by one whom the other has in his power ; 
and I am sure our government will so regard it when it shall come to know the whole, re- 
gardless of its effect upon the pending negotiations. 

'* Notwithstanding the length of this letter, it would be incomplete for the ends in view 
were I to omit some facts in the history of Mr. Caznean, and the cause of my difficulties 
with him, from the position he holds as counselor of Mr. Baez, and the chief projector and 
adviser in the negotiations with our government And your relations with him, too, urge 
me to this step. On the arrival of Mr. Seward in San Domingo, January 24, 1866, he being 
expected, Mr. Cazneau was on the wstch, and managed to get him to his house before I or 
any other citizen of the United States knew of his arrival. His motives in his cunning 
management to have him quite to himself were readily understood. Having always publicly 
vilified and traduced him, it would not suit him to have any one else present in his conferences 
with him. As Mr. Seward was in the city but a few hours, he succeeded in preventing any 
other citizen seeing him. Mr. Cazneau bad always been identified with the pro-slavery 
party, and, during the rebellion, out-spoken in his sympathies with the South, and at the same 
time he was excessively bitter in his denunciations of Mr. Lincoln and the leading men of 
the North. Mistrusting from his course on the occasion, he had been asking some favor of 
Mr. Seward under false pretenses, and believing our government would not appoint a man 
to office with such a record, I wrote to a friend in Washington, giving a history of his char- 
acter and antecedents, his unpopularity with his countrymen by his selfish and mis* 
chievous course, aad mentioned my fears of his designs. Fortunately the letter reached 
him in good time. Mr. Johnson had just sent in his nomination as resident minister, 
and the annual appropriations having already been made, a special appropriation was 
made of $7,550 for the mission. My letter was handed to Mr. Seward, and he handed it to 
Mr. Sumner, with the remark that Mr. Cazneau had deceived him. Further inquiry was 
made, which resulted in his being dropped. That he should not have cause to complain of 
unfairness, Lread the letter to a then mutual friend, and requested him to acquaint Mr. C. 
of its contents, which he did. His disappointment and mortification were greatly aggra- 
vated by the prominence given to the affair in the papers. Although he was the aggressor 
by his ungenerous and ungeutlemanly course toward me, I cannot blame him for availing 
of an opportunity for any reasonable revenge; but whatever may be your relations with 
him, I think you will agree with me that he was not justified in the cruel and cowardly 
course he has instigated and encouraged; If you should feel an interest in learning some- 
thing of the moral character of Cazneau and Fabens, I would refer you to their prospectus 
of the American West India Company, and the many dupes they made by it in New York. 
Upon an investment of short of $4,000 in wild lands in this country, they represented 
they had property to the value of two millions, the capital of the company. They sacrificed 
hundreds of lives by their false representations ; and those who escaped with their lives lost 
everything ; not one remained. Cazneau and Fabens made small fortunes out of the opera- 
tion. If Cazneau is the more vicious of the two, Fabens is the more dangerous from his 
greater cunning and excessive daplicity. ^ It is an unpleasant and an ungrateful task to 
expose the character of others, and is only justifiable in self-defense. That you have been 
grossly deceived by the false representations of these two men I have no doubt ; but still it 
has only been through the influence of your high position that the evil designs of Mr. Baez 
and them have been effective. This, together with your ex parte investigation and ap- 
proval, makes you, in a great measure, the chief cause of my sufferings. Notwithstanding 
all this it would be no satisfaction to me to injure you by a &rmal complaint or publishing 
this letter. Revenge is not my object. I have expressed my views and wishes to General 
Ferry. 

** Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

*' DAVIS HATCH. 

•» General O. E. Babcock, 

" WMMngUm, D. C." 

By Mr. SCHURZ: 

Q. Did you show that letter to the President T — ^A. I did not. 1 told him I had received 
such a letter ; I did not ask him to read it. I told him I had received a very abusive letter 
from Mr. Hatch. I want to say that, though he gives me no address, this letter was for- 
warded, judging from the postmark, from Havana He gave me no address where it oonld 
be answered. Notwithstanding that, I saw the delusion the man was laboring under, and 
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thoQirlit I would write him a letter. I even started in pencil to write to him, thinkinff I 
would brinj^ it to Senator Feny, and aek him to forward it, becaose he intimated Uiat ne 
would not resort to the press until I had an opportunity to answer him ; but the next day, or 
within a day or two, I do not know the exact number of days, I found a letter published 
in the New York World, which I thought excused me from paying any attention to this 
matter. I have the article here. 

Q. Haye you reason to suppose that this was written by Hatch 7 — ^A. Nothings only the 
statements it contains in connection with this letter. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. Do you judge from the similarity of the documents 1 — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. YlCKERS : 

Q. What is the date of the article 7 — A. I haye not the date of the paper in which it appears, 
but it is a letter from Hayana, dated March 26, published in the New York World. It is 
as follows : « 



it 



THE SAN DOMINGO PURCHASE. 



" Rich revdations promised of the negotiationg of Door-tender Babcoek with President Baez-^ 

The Negro President furious* 

" [Prom our own correapondent.] 

*• Havana, March 26. 

** To-day there are two American men-of-war in port, the one besides the monitor Saugus 
being the steamer Yantic, that arrived here on Thursday. I learn from her commanding 
officer. Captain Irwin, that the vessel will be employed soon in taking sea soundings from 
Batabano to Santiago, and from that place to Morant's Bay, Jamaica, preparatory to the lay- 
ing of the Cuba and Jamaica submarine telegraph cable, now on its way from England. 
The Yantic was last from San Domingo, and brongbthere Mr. Davis Hatch, of Connecticut, 
the American gentleman who was sentenced by the Baez government to be shot, under the 
plea that he had furnished aid and assistance to the Cabral insurants. The sentence was 
commuted by Baez into one of banishment, but, nevertheless, Mr. Hatch was kept in 
prison six months before he was allowed to be off, and then he was made to leave 
so abruptly and quickly that he was unable to settle his business in San Domingo,, 
thus suffering extensive pecuniary losses. The whole proceedings against Mr. 
Hatch — that gentlemen is prepared to show, and will show to the American Congress, where 
his case is now under consideration — were most unjustifiable ones, and the charges made 
basely false. In 1863 he obtained from the Spaniards, who then ruled San Domingo, (and 
in his capacity as agent of a New York company, of which the Hon. Augustus Schell is 
president,) a concession of the Neyba rock salt mine. When the Spaniards evacuated San 
Domingo and Baez became president of the republic for the third time, Mr. Hatch was 
called upon to have bis concession renewed, and Baez himself agreed to the renewal, provided a 
share of the profits of the mines or a large sum of money, as a bribe, was given him. Mr. 
Hatch refused to comply with either condition, and the baffled Dominican in revenge declared 
the concession null and void. Shortly afterward, however, a revolution broke out that ended 
Baez's third term, after he had been in the presidential chair less than six months, and Cabral 
was made president, who at once renewed Mr.- Hatches concession. The efforts of Baez to ob- 
tain money for a renewal were exposed, and this brought on a newspaper controversy between 
Mr. Hatch and Baez's brother. General Damian Baez, now private secretary to Baez, in 
which the coffee-colored Dominican was badly worsted. At the same time Mr. Hatch, who 
was and is an occasional correspondent of the New York Times, wrote a long letter explain- 
ing and justifying the deposition of Baez, which was published entire in that journal, and 
a copy sent to Baez by his American friend Cazneau, who had become vexed at Mr. Hatch, 
because the latter had exposed the jugglery practiced upon the then American Secretary of 
State, Mr. Seward, when that gentleman visited San Domingo City, and so prevented 
Cazneau from becoming minister resident 

"All these things naturally led the Baez family to hate Mr. Hatch^ and when Baez became 
President in 1868, for the fourth time, he entertained auite hostile feelings against that gen- 
tleman, and was more than ready to injure him. Add to this that Mr. Hatch clearly saw 
through the swindle attempted to be perpetrated upon the government and people of 
the United States in the lease of Samana and annexation of San Domingo, and was 
rablidy known to be preparing a memorial to the American Congress upon the sub- 
, ect, and is it surprising that the offended Dominican executive, urged on by Cazneau, 
lis counselor sub rosa, aqd by others, should have manufactured a case against Mr. 
Hatch, in order to crush or silence him? This is precisely what was done. Nothing 
less, nothing more. But Baez dared not execute the sentence of death, pronouncea 
by his tools that tried and condemned Mr. Hatch, and so commuted the sentence, and 
then endeavored to still longer drown the man's voice within the four walls of a prison 
eeU. But in this he was finally disappointed. Mr. Hatch is to-day beyond his reach— 
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a free omu, prepavtd to do sone plain toUnn; that will make inao j oHieiB betfideci 
rave aiad sirear. One of President Ofanfs shoalder-etrapped altendaats, Qeneral B^cocIe, 
(brimdier bj breyet, oecavional soldier, oeoasional tecretMT', aad oeoarional door-keei»er of 
the White Honte, late Samana-leaginff, 8an DemiBffo-pvfehasinjf eoonnissioner,) is ono^f 
the men apon whom Mr. Hatch will bear the more neaylly. His prooeedi&gs in iiha Baa 
Domingo treatj negotiations will not only be exposed, bat Mr. Hatch will also arraiga him 
to the bar of Amenean opinion for his vn-Amencan actions in his (Hatch's) case. WbUe 
in San Domingo, (General Babcock was instmeted to inrestiffate the case, bat instead «f 
doing so, he contented himself with taking the statements of tne negro officials, and did not 
see or hear Mr. Hatch ; and jet, upon this one-sided proceeding, made a false report 
against the gentleman. Thns he condemned his own white coaatrjnan, without allowing 
him the privilege of defense, in order to please negrroes. Well may Mr. Hatch be indignant 
at such Conduct. But when this gentleman will have learned (what his imprisonment has pre- 
Y^Eited his learning) that the ac^ns of the brevet brigadier wers, after all, in Iceq^ng with 
the * black-and-taa ' policy of General Gmnt— a policy that disfinaocbises white men and 
elevates negroes to the American Senate ; that overlooks the white man on most oecaaicms, 
and recognizes the negro as the man of the period — perhaps that then he will not be so in- 
dignant at the attendant, and shall call in the attended for a part of his ire. 

"EL CAZADOR." 

On seeing that publication, I thought the gentleman had resorted to the press, anl I did 
not feel that there was any necessity for my answering his letter. Therefore I never com- 
pleted the answer I had commenced, nor did I ever speak to Senator Ferry about the case. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Have vou any other documents which you desire to put in evidence ? — A. I bave some 
papers which were given to me by the Secretary of the Navy to hand to the chairman of the 
committee, in reply to his letter calling for documents in that department. 

By Mr. ScHlJRZ : 

Q. Do those letters bear on this case? — A. On Mr. Hatches case. There i nothing said 
in the letters in reference to myself. 

Q. Tou had better read them.— A. The first is Admiral Poor's dispatch of March 12, 1879, 
as follows : 

• No. 3J . ] " North Atlantic Fleet, 

** United States Flag-ship Severn, (2d rate,) 

''Sun Domingo, March 12, 187U. 

" Sir : I have the honor testate that, in a recout interview with Fresident Baez, tie tn- 
fmrmed me that the British consul at Puerto Plata, (Mr. Farrington, ) recently arrived here, 
stated to him that there was a party at that place inimical to tiie policy of the United States, 
in reference to the annexation of San Domim^o, principally composed of foreign merchants 
and consuls ; that they had collected a sum otmoney equal to eight thousand dollars (^S^^QOd) 
to supply G^ierals Cabral and Luper<m, who appear to be predatory in character, and ready 
to espouse the cause of any party that will pay them, and f^ord them the opportunity o f 
pillaging. 

**The Naatasket will be dispatched to Puerto Plata immedia4;ely, to inquire into ^e rath 
of the report, and to inform the people of that 'place, who entertain hostile feelings toward 
the United States, of the determination of our government to protect San Domingo and its 
present admioistration ; also, to inform them of the naval force in these waters, and its In- 
structions to carry out the plans of the United States government. 

*' The President also informed me that in conseqaence of the mischief that General Oabral 
and his confederate Luperon were disposed and capable of doing on the frontier, he was 
obliged to keep quite a considerable force stationed at different points, and as it was a heavy 
drain upon the treasury to support this force, if annexation was delayed, it would be abso- 
lutely necessary for him to call upon the United States government for pecuniary aid. 

* * Duriog this interview the subject of the imprisonment of Mr. Hatch, an American citizen, 
was introduced. The explanation for the continued incarcemtion of Mr. Hatch vras his 
connection with parties and presses in the United States hostile to San Domingo, and that he 
would exert an influence there upon public opinion that would he very detrimental to the 
interests of San Domingo with regard to annexation. I told him I thought his clemency 
and prompt acquiescence to the request of the Secretary of State for the release of the said 
Hatch vrould exercise a greater influence to his advantage than anything that Hatch or Ms 
friends could do with the aid of the press to the contrary. The President consented to order 
Mr. Hatch's release and to deliver him into my custody. I will send him north by the first 
opportunity which offers, after he is placed in my hands. 
" Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"C. H. POOR, 
''' Rear- Admiral Commanding North Atlantic Flwt, 
' Hon. George M. Bobesok, 

** Secretary of the Navy, Sfc, 8fc,, if-c. ". 
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Then comes his dispatch of March 20 : 

* * No, 37. ] * * North Atlantic Fleet, 

United States Flag-ship Severn, (2d rate,) 

'* San Domingo Cit^, March 20, 1870. 

" Sir : I have the honor to inform the department that the day after the Yantic sailed for 
Havana, a dispatch, of which the following is a translation, was received from President 
Baez: 

"'Executive Residence, 

" • San Domingo, March 18, 1870. 

" * Seizor Almirante : In an official dispatch received to-day at 6 a. m., the general del- 
e^te of the government in Azua states that from the testimony of eight witnesses that 
have come from that place, he learns that a Haytien commission from Port Principe had 
arrived at the environs of Neiba, and had brought to Cabra) a protest against the national 
will in favor of the annexation of the country of the republic to the United States, defending 
themselves by force against the simple countrymen wnom they obliged to sign against their 
wills. 

" 'I ihink it necessary that you should be informed of this circumstance so that you may 
communicate it to the cabinet at Washington, which should be advised of the intrigues car- 
ried on by the Haytien government — desperate because it cannot manifest frankly its hos- 
tility by reason of the protection accorded by the United States government to this govern- 
ment. 

*' * You will understand very well that it will not suffice for the Haytien government to dis- 
mantle its steamers and restrain its armv from attacking the Dominicans, if bv underhand 
measures they still endeavor to ignore tne national will, thus violating the good faith which 
is at the base of all human actions. 

" 'The non-intervention of Hay ti required by the government of the United States is abso- 
lute and requires a strict neutrality, which prohibits the secret intrigues by means of which 
that State is endeavoring to give a severe blow to our domestic affairs. 

*'*The government does not at present. occupy those frontier places, which are nearly de- 
serted on account of the great difficulty in maintaining there a well-provided force ; but at 
this time it will be a matter of a few days to disperse these bands, who live only by pillage 
and are snstained by that government which can make use of their depredations. 

" * I hope -that it will please you to send to your government the news of this new Haytien 
machination, although I did not receive it in time to go forward by the Yantic. 

" * I take this occasion to renew to you my sentiments of consideration and esteem. 

'' * BUENAVENTUARA BAEZ. 

" * Rear-Admiral Poor, 

" * Commanding United States North Atlantic Fleet, Sfc* 

"The Mr. Hatch referred to in my communication (No. 31) of the 12th instant was deliv- 
ered into my custody by orders of President Baez just in time to be furnished with a passage 
i& the Yantic to Havana, and from thence he will be sent to New York. 
" Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

" C. H. POOR, 
** Rear- Admiral, commanding North Atlantic Fleet, 
"Hon. George M. Robeson, 

*' Secretary of the Navy, 8fc,, ^c," 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Who translated that dispatch of Baez 7 — A. This is Admiral Poor's letter transmitting 
the telegram. It may have been translated by his clerk or some officer of his. That is all 
Admiral Poor says in regard to demanding his release. 

Here is a letter of Captain Bunce, in answer to a very long communication from Mr, 
Hatch. I have not read the communication of Mr. Hatch. 

Mr. ScHURZ. Let us have the whole of it. 

The Witness. The letter of Captain Bunch to the Navy Department ? 

[187, Letter No. 3, second series.] 

"United States Steamer Nantasket, (4th' rate,) 

**At Ancfior, San Domingo Roads, February 8, 1870. 

" Sir : I enclose letters received by me from a Mr. Davis Hatch, in confinement at Azua, 
numbered I, together with a copy or my answer, numbered 2. 

" Immediately on my return to this port I called upon Mr. Perry to ascertain the facts of 
the case, and found him in receipt of instructions from the State Department in relation to 
the case, by the mail of the same day, per Tyhee. 
'* Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

" FRANCIS M. BUNCE, 
" Lieutenant Commander, Commanding, 
"Hon. George M. Robeson, 

" Secretary of the Navy, Navy Department, Washington, D, C." 

S. Eep. 234 ^9 
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The inclosures are as follows : 

No. 1. 

'* AZUA, January 27, 2870. 

** Sir: As a citizen of the United States, nnjnstly and illegally held here a prisoner since 
the 28th of Auenst, I beg and implore your assistance in obtaining my release and permis- 
sion to leave the country, according to a decree of this goyernment of the 4th of October, 




)artment for some years, 
happened to find here, I find a multitude of cases where different goyemments com 
muted various sentences to banishment, in 6yery one of which the release was immediate. 
An explanation of the universal practice with other governments, and a simple request from 
you to' Mr. Baez, would, I am sure, effect my release on those couditions. I, therefore, 
pray you to use your good offices in behalf of a fellow-countryman who has suffered quite 
too much and too long already. 

** This protracted confinement and suspense, knowing nothing of the reasons for detaining 
me, or what I am to ezpect, is far more tryine to my. mind and my health than though I 
was guilty of the charges brought against me of complicity in the government of Mr. Baez. 
I have suffered much of late from a complaint which threatens to l]^come chronic. I, there- 
fore, most earnestly beg and entreat ot you not to go away and leave me here to suffer 
longer. 

** If you could favor me with an interview, I am persuaded J could convince you of my 
entire inuocence of any act or deed against the government, and that I am not unworthy of 
your confidence and assistance, whatever you may have heard in the city to the contrary 
notwithstanding. '*One side of a story is always good until the other is told." If yon 
have heard anything in the city attempting to justify the government in the proceeding 
which have been had against me, or in still holding me a prisoner, I the more earnestly 
entreat of you to grant me the interview and hear something from me in my defense. 

** Hoping you will grant me the interview asked, and referring you to a hasty and rough 
account of my position in Barahona previous to my arrest, and ag^in praying your inter- 
cession for me, I remain your afflicted countryman, 

" DAVIS HATCH. 

" P. S. — I wrote Mr. Perry four letters immediately after his arrival, last dated 6th Decem- 
ber, neither of which has been answered. His predecessor wrote me, as he was leaving, that 
he had explained my situation to Mr. Perry, and that he promised him he would protect 
me, and advised me to write him the same as I had done to him. I therefore wrote him 
frankly and confidingly. This is one of the many mysteries in which my situation seems 
to be involved. 

"D.H. 

''The Captain of the United States ship Nantasket, Azua.'' 

In this letter is the following inclosed : 

" Even though I were guilty of the charges of complicity in the affairs of the government, 
I am quite sure when you shall come to hear of the ex parte and inquisitorial character of 
the trial, the deception practiced on me, and indecent haste with which it was proceeded 
with after the accusations were presented to me, that I might not be prepared to defend my- 
self, giving me only forty-eight hours after I knew whereof I was accused, and knowing 
nothing of who the witnesses against me were, or of what they had testified, until the trial 
began ; refusing peremptorily,witliout assigning any cause, my petitition for time to summons 
witnesses in my defense, and to send to the city for important papers ; I am sure you will 
not hesitate a moment to intercede for my release. The eorvernment took nine days to pre- 
pare the accusations ; took the declarations secretly of four persons in prison, with irons 
upon their feet, one of whom was sentenced the day after he gave his evidence, and exe- 
cuted before the trial came on ; and the other three set at liberty without trial a few days 
afler giving' their evidence, although they had been taken with arms in their hands, and sub- 
ject to the Tike penalty if tried. Although a copy of the charges preferred against me was 
handed me forty*eight hours before the trial, no intimation was given me when it would 
take place, and I only learned by accident on the afternoon of Thursday, September 30, 
that it was to take place the next morning, commencing at 10 o'clock, and to continue in 
session until* concluded. I petitioned immediately for a postponement, as before stated, and 
being refused, I protested against its being proceeded with when I appeared in court, but to 
no effect. I saw at once that further effort was useless ; that the Whole affair had been 
arranged, and the sentence agreed upon beforehand. Indeed, I was told by several per- 
sons on the morning before the trial what the sentence would be, but to have no fear what- 
ever, for they knew I would be pardoned. The sentence was given at 2 o'clock on the night 
of the 1st of October, and commuted by the government, in the city, on the 4th, to banish- 
ment. 

** A few hours after the conclusion of the trial I had an interview with the governor, and 
took the opportunity to repeat to him what I had declared in a former interview, my entire 
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innocence, and added that the whole proceedincps had been ex parU^ irregfalar, illeg^al, and 
conducted with indecent haste ; that the law, if sach it could be called, was ez post faeto^ 
and an attempted invasion of the restraints of international law, which mj government 
would not tolerate when they should come to revise the record. It seems to me now that it 
is a consciousness of wrong-doiu^ and its consequences that induces them to keep me shut 
up here as long as possible, that I may not have the opportunitv to lay my case before our 
government ; and I am encouraged in this view of the case by the fact that they decided to 
hold me longer after the change in the representation of our government in St. Domingo. 
Of this latter fact the evidence is too clear to admit of doubt. Why it should be so I know 
not. 

*'My difficulty with Mr. Baez was entirely a personal matter, having occurred while he 
was out of office and out of the country, in which I was not the aggressor, but aggrieved 
party. And this having been fully arranged in a personal interview after his returu, I had 
hoped he would not think more of it. 

*' But the testimonv of the four witnesses, though taken while under duress, and though in- 
duced by the hope of favor to go as far as possible to implicate me, seeing the designs of the 
fiscal or prosecutor amounted to nothing more than I gave in my own declaration, which was the 
occupation of my house by some of the officers of the Cabral party for a short time, and soma 
operations which they carried on in the yard a short time without my permission, but 
which I stopped by making a breach between the two chiefs. Both parties, however, hav» 
always enjoyed equal privileges and secured equal attentions in my house, when first tak> 
ing possession of the town, until they could make permanent arrangements elsewhere. Aa 
I had to look to whatever authority was in possession for protection, I was in duty bound to 
respect them and treat them with courtesy. When the revolution broke out there in Novem- 
ber, 1867, against the government of Cabral. I pursued the same course, which was after- 
ward gratefully acknowledged by General Ramirez Baez, in a letter to the President, dated 
June, 1868, a copy of which is in the archives of the commercial agency, and I have 
another with my papers in St. Domingo. I have rendered much greater and more important 
services to the Baez party than the other ; not, however, for any partiality I felt toward 
them, but in consequence of their necessities. Therefore, to charge me now with having 
favored the revolutionary party to the injury of the government is ungrateful, to say the 
least. I have known Barahona to be occupied by first one party and then the ether three or 
four times in one month. In four years* time I have seen six successive revolutions and 
changes of the government of the country. In all the changes which have heretofore 
taken place, I have had the respect and confidence of all, until Barahona, after a lapse of 
more titan three months, was reoccupied by the government army under command of Gen- 
eral Garcia, on the 28th of August. He, too, occupied my house with his staff, by invita- 
tion, and was treated with marked courtesy. An hour or two after he arrived at my house 
he went out with the chief officers of his staff, without putting any guard in charge, or 
leaving any orders, not apprehending any mischief; but as soon as he was well out of 
sight, some forty or fit\;y of his men, with some subordinate officers, rushed into the house 
and broke open the store, under the same roof, and carried off every article of merchandise, 
with other valuables, and then some of them rushed to my room and carried off a portion 
of my wardrobe; and had not General Garcia, who had heard of the pillage from my clerk, 
who ran to tell him as soon as the pillage commenced, returned in time, I should not have 
had an article of clothing left. Although he caught quite a number in the yard with plunder 
in their possession, he seeoied to be so appalled at the number, including some officers, 
engaged in the plunder, that he was afraid to do more than make a severe reprimand, threat- 
ening summary punishment if repeated. After order had been restored, he came to me and 
expressed his great regret at what had occurred, and added that they were the most villain- 
ous and ungoverable set of men he had ever had to do with, and if he punished one he must 
punish all, including some of his officers. Other houses in town suffered some, but as I 
was the only one who happened to have a stock on hand, I was the principal sufferer. 
General Garcia left with his army the next day (i5th) and returned on the 17th, and on 
arriving in tovm, and hearing that a small band of the revolutionary party was in the 
neighborhood, he, with what mounted force he had, started in pursuit. As soon as they 
were well out of sight, a portion of the troops made a nish for my house, which was locked, 
(everything necessary for house-keeping having been taken away, and my clerk having been 
sent away, did not think it prudent to sleep in the house after what had occurred ; I took my 
meals and slept at a neighbor's opposite,) broke open the rear doors and carried off what 
little of merchandise had been recovered on the 14th, and als» about 1,500 pounds of wax, 
and every article the house contained that they thought worth taking away. General Gar- 
cia returned after half an hour, and hearing what bad taken place, came immediately 
to me, and said he was much pained and mortified at the conduct of his men ; that he had 
given orders before entering the town to respect all private property, and said he was deter- 
mined to make a thorough investigation into the affair. The troops were arranged around 
the square, and after a little while the ringleader who broke open the house was discovered 
and shot immediately. Order was restored at once. After the execution. General Garcia 
^ came to me and said he hoped that the steps that he had been forced to take to restore disci- 
pline would satisfy me ; tnat he was not one who would tolerate such conduct in men under 
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bis command. I replied I had already known enough of his standing and character to 
think otherwise. 

** No satisfactionf or even regret, has heen expressed bj any member of the government for 
these outrages, and all my papers being in the city, I cannot lay the matter before our gov- 
ernment until I am at liberty. 1 do not, of course, make this statement to you expecting 
yon to take any action in the premises ; but for your own private information, and to show 
what I have suffered iu person and property, and still unjustly and cruelly held here when I 
cannot lay my complaint before my government It is but a too truthful account of what I 
have had to pass through. 

** 1 pray you excuse the liberty." 

Translation.] 

**AZUA, November 7, 1869- 

'* At the solicitation of Mr. Davis Hatch I have much pleasure in certifying that I have 
known him intimately during his residence in Barahona, and that he has nev.er taken any 
part in political questions, nor mixed in any way in the affairs of the country. He has always 
oeen on the best of tcfi'ms with all the authorities, and through them has rendered important 
services to the present government. And he has always been on good terms with all the 
people of Barahona and those of other towns in that section ; and, in consequence of the re- 
spect all felt toward him, nearly all the people of Barahona have been accustomed to take 
their effects to his house, and as many as could sleep there when there was no authority in 
town or troops to protect them, and there was apprehension of pillage by people from oth^ 
towns ; and no one ever molested him or any one in his house until the arrival of the govern- 
ment army, under command of General Garcia, on the 14th of August. 

** When 'the troops of the revolutionary party took possession of the town some of the offi- 
cers went to his house, according to a custom for some years past, when the town has been 
occupied by our authorities, until they could make permanent arrangements elsewhere. This 
has been in consequence of the extra size and conyenience of his house, and of its central 
position in front of the square. General Garcia likewise occupied it with all his staff when 
ne took possession of the town in August." 

"The foreging certificate, the original of which I have in Spanish, was given me by the 
alcalde of Barahona, and subsequently confirmed by the signatures of thre^ other residents of 
Barahona. As the whole four are strong partisans of Mr. Baez, their motives would not be 
called in question. I doubt if there is one man from that district who would not have signed 
it if auked. 

** From the first of my residence in Barahona to the 14th of August last, my house has been 
a*sort of asylum for all parties with their valuables. If I had taken any side in the politics 
of the country, they would not have felt secure there daring all the changes which have taken 
place there in that time." 
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"United States Steamer Nantasket, 

^^AzuOj February 1, 1870. 

" Sir : I am in receipt of your letter of the 27th ultimo, and at once called upon the attojr- 
ney general for an explanation of your case. , 

"He informs me that you were found guilty of conspiracies against the government, and 
that your case has been considered by the representatives of the State Department of the 
United States ; that I can ascertain from the commercial agent, Mr. Perry, at San Domingo, 
all particulars, and the action taken by him and the United States commissioners in the af- 
fair during their last visit to the island. 

"The attorney general assures me that you will be released soon, and, in the meantime 
that your confinement is of the most lenient description, which is corroborated by the officer 
of this ship, who called to see you. 

"I expect to be in San Domingo in a day or two, and shall make it my first business to in- 
quire into the facts of the case, and shall do for you what I can. Still I must remark, in 
reply to a large portion of your communication, that your being an American citizen does 
not shield you from the consequences of any act you may have committed against the law of 
San Domingo, in which country you chose to take your residence, and by so doing rendered 
ourself amenable to its laws. 

" I am your obedient seWant, 

"FRANCIS M. BUNCE, 
** Lieutenant Commander U, S, Navy, Commanding U, S. S, Nantasket. 

"Mr. Davis Hatch, ^Izua." 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Mr. Williams put a question which has not yet been fully answered. I should like 
to hear anything else you have to say about it. — A. I fully answered it, in one sense. Mr. 
Williams asked me if I had had conversations with Mr. Perry on his return, and if 
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the interviews were pleasant, &c. I want to say that I had two interviews with Mr. Perrj. 
Me came to the Executive Maasion a second time. I do not know exactly how many days 
after he came back he called at my residence, and then came down to the Executive Mansion, 
and I met him at the head of the stairway, and we stood in the window and had a little chat. 
Se came and told me he was ^oing around to see senators, and do all he could for the 
treaty, as I understood him ; and he told me he had been to see Senator Sumner and Senator 
Anthony, and had had a long^ talk with them. I referred to the fact that Senator Sumner 
had said there would be a war down there, and he said he had told the senator that with a 
haodred men he could put it down. Then he told me that he had been to see Senator Ferry, 
and he said that Senator Ferry was very much opposed to the annexation treaty ; that it was 
a job^ or some such expression as that, and accused himof bein^ connected with it. Said he: 
'* He accuses you," and I told him ** he ought to have pretty good proof if he was going to ac- 
cnse men in that way," or some such expression, leaving me to suppose that he had said to Sen- 
ator Ferry, substantially, ' *You ought not to make such charges unless you have got the proof;*' 
and he said that Senator Ferry had told him that he bad promise of it in writing. I said to him, 
'* 1 am very glad if he is going to produce any proof in writing, because I have been 
accused in the newspapers in this way for months, and I have yet to see any proof in writ- 
ing." I think I explained to him, though I should not like to swear that I did, that I 
thought Senator Ferry was particularly opposed to this. I said that in the first place he 
was opposed to it, and had made the statement, when the treaty was presented to the Senate, 
that if President Grant had used any money in negotiating the treaty he did it without law. 
It was an accusation against President Grant. My impression is that I explained to him that 
this money was a contingent fund of some kind. I do not say positively that I said so to 
him, but I think I said it to him. He asked me whom he should go to see, and I made the 
remark to him, ** You have been to see the enemies of annexation." Said he : ** They can- 
not get anything from me that will be of use against the treaty." I told him, **Very well, 
go and see them all." He said he would see General Butler and General Banks, and others ; 
and be told me that he had seen some persons whom the President had requested him to see. 
At this interview I had every reason to believe that Mr. Perry was doing all he could in 
favor of annexation, and we separated perfectly good friends. I asked him again to give me 
notes that I might use, as he was passing down the stairs, or something to that effect. I 
afterward went down to the hotel and called on him, supposing there were perfectly good 
and friendly relations between us. Soon after a gentleman from New York, by the name of 
Howe, came to me and said : '*Do you know this gentleman, Perry?" I told him that I 
knew him, that he bad been down to San Domingo, and was a very clever man. Then he 
said: **Well, he is hurting this treaty." I replied, "I guess not. He is in favor of the 
treaty ; he tells me so ; he tells me the majority of the people down there are in favor of i^, 
though he says there have been some irregularities ; but the treaty prevents concessions 
being carried out, and they will be null and void if made." Mr. Howe got his information 
from Mr. Ben Perley Poore. 

By Mr. WiLi jams : 

Q. Did you discover, in that interview with Mr. Howe, or suppose you discovered, that 
Mr. Perry was on the other side ?— A. The intimations of two or three friends of mine, in this 
way, led me to suppose he was unfriendly to the treaty, and unfriendly toward me per- 
sonally. 

By Mr. ViCKERS : 

Q. But you did not get that impression from any interview or conversation you had ever 
had with Mr. Perry ? — ^A. No. I called on Mr. Perry afterward at the hotel — left my card. 
I called twice, in fact, during the evening. The second time I left a card with a memoran- 
dum on it that I wanted him to come to the White House and see me. He did not come ; and 
then I wrote a note stating that he had not complied with my request, and asking him to 
come up and talk with me. Up to that time I had no reason to suppose that Mr. Perry had 
any unfriendly feelings toward me. 

By Mr. Williams : 

Q. There is a paragraph in Mr. Hatch's letter to which T would call your attention : 
'* These were the words, and these reflections lead me to inquire what object you had in view 
in the questions you put to Mr. Smith, in the month of August, as to my character and 
standing, and as to the validity of the grants I have in the salt mines at Neyba." — A. I 
simply asked that question as to the nature of the concession. I had a list of the conces- 
sions that had been furnished to the State Department previously to my going down there, 
and I was making inquiries with reference to what they were, to get as much information as 
I could. 

Q. So as to ascertain whether they were good against the government of the United 
States ? — A. To ascertain if the titles were good and what kind of people were holding them. 

By Mr. ScuuRZ : 

Q. When did Colonel Fabens arrive here as plenipotentiary of the Dominican Kepublio ? 
Do you remember ?•— A. I do not remember the date. 



134 • DAVIS HATCH. 

Q. Bid he call npon joa immediatelj after his arriyal f — ^A. I think he did ; I cannot 
saj, however. I know lie came very soon after his arriyal. 

Q. Did joa introduce hiin to the President then? — A. I think he had an intervievir w^ith 
the President. An introduction was not necessary — the President had met him before. 

Q. Had he any interyiew with the President at that time 7 — ^A. I think he had. 

Q. Did he call upon the Secretary of State afterward ? — A. I cannot say. I suppose he 
did ; but I do not know. That is my impression ; but I do not know the fact. 

Q. Do you know whether he had seen the Secretary of State before that 1 — A. I do not 
know. I think he saw the President once. My impression now is that he told me he had 
not been to the State Department. 

Q. You are in constant communication with the President 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You haye spoken with him yery frequently about the San Domingo affair 7 — ^A. Yes, 
sir. I haye all through been trying to act in accordance with his wishes and views. 

Q. Did you frequently speak with the President about the Hatch affiiir? — ^A. Not a 
great many times. 

Q. Did you speak with him several times about it 7 — A. I think the subject was men- 
tioned two or three times — I should not like to say how many times. 

Mr. ScHURZ. I do not want to go into the President's confidential relations ; but I am 
coming to another point. 

The Witness. I think I may say, without any breach of confidence, that the first time I 
ever spoke to him about it was after my return from my first visit* when the papers which 
I have produced here from Captain Queen were brought there one day to the Cabinet meet- 
ing by the Secretary of the Navy, and he, knowing that I had been in connection with the 
matter of the Telegrafo, called my attention to them. 

Q. Do you know of any gentlemen actively connected with this San Domingo business, 
the annexation treaty, except Mr. Fabens and yourself, who called upon the President 7 

The Witness. What do you mean by actively connected 7 

Mr. ScHURZ. I mean those who have taken a part in the negotiations and have felt a 
personal interest in the matter. 

A. I have recison to suppose that there are a number of gentlemen in New York inter- 
ested on the island, but not in connection with the negotiations at all. There was one gen- 
tleman, Mr. Coen, who was interested and was here some time, a citizen of San Domingo. 
Young Mr. Soule, of our navy, came up at one time with a power to ratify the treaty, if 
confirmed. 

Q. Was not Mr. Coen a diplomatic agent of the Dominican government 7 — A. I under- 
stood him to be so *, but I never saw his papers. Mr. Soule so introduced him to me. I 
s^w him often here. I had met him in the city of San Domingo, he being a merchant 
there. 

Q. It is likely, then, that the President received his impressions about the Hatch case 
from those gentlemen 7 — A. I cannot say where the President got his impressions. 

Q. You said that the President expressed surprise at the fact of Mr. Hatch having been 
released by order of the State Department 7 — A. I did not say that. I said that the order for 
the release of Mr. Hatch went without the knowledge of the President, and that he was dis- 

{)lea8ed at that. That was what I said. I did not say that he made any objection to the re- 
ease of Mr. Hatch. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Do you say that he was displeased at the order going 7 — A. At the order going with- 
out his knowledge. I think I did wrong the other night in relating that portion of a private 
conversation with the President, and I mentioned it only to explain why I had asked certain 
questions of Mr. Perry. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. You did not mean to say that the President was displeased at the release of Mr. 
Hatch 7 — A. No ; I did not mean to say that he was displeased at the release of Hatch ; 
but was displeased that an order had been sent for such a thing without his knowledge. 

, ByMr. SCHURz: 

Q. You did say that you had expressed to the President your opinion that Mr. Hatch was 
guilty 7 — A. I did ; that he was guilty of what he was accused of by those people. 

Q. What led you to believe that Hatch was guilty ? — A. The only thing that led me to 
believe it positively was the report of Captain Queen. The other matter was not in the form 
of proof, in my mind. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. You refer now to the clearance of that ship 7 — A. Yes, sir ; the evidence that he had 
cleared a vessel which our government regarded as a pirate, and that government reported 
as a rebel vessel; and which I knew had fired into those towns, as Mr. Horan stated. The 
fact that an American citizen, in a port at San Domingo, not a port of entry of the Domini- 
can goveiTiment, had given a vessel like that a clearance, I thought was a violation of the 
laws of the country, and I made a remark like this : That if an Englishman had cleared a 
rebel vessel from Connecticut, during our war, from a place not a port of entry, I thought 
he would not have been released when demanded. 
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By Mr Schurz: 

Q. Did you in any way study the Hatch case, or inquire into the particulars of it; while 
in San Domingo ? — A. Not to make it any particular study. 

Q. Was it your impression that Mr. Hatcn was j^uilty of a general character 7 — A. It was, 
np to this evidence that I speak of. This is specific evidence. 

Q. Are you not aware that the clearing of that vessel does not appear in the proceedings 
against Mr. Hatch at all ? — A. I do not know anything about that. I did not know then 
nimether he had cleared it or not. I did not know of that before. I have read that record, 
to which I suppose you refer, and I know now that that circum3tance does not appear there. 
I mean to say, that up to the time I read it the other day, I did not know whether that was 
in it or not — I did not know whether they had the evidence or not. 

Q. Did any member of the Dominican government speak to you about the Hatch case 7 — 
A. As I stated before, the subject was once or twic« alluded to when I was down there in 
the first place. I do not remember that any of the officials spoke to me about the case when 
I was there the last time. I can recall that the first time toey did. As I said, the matter 
was first referred to when the Danish bark Roto came in as a prize, and they said had been 
consigned to this gentleman named Hatch, and then afterward I heard him mentioned in 
the interview between President Baez and Mr. Smith. 

June 14, 1870—71 o'clock, p. m. 
O. 'E. Babcock's examination continued. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Question. I called before for the production of a letter to you from Mr. Cazneau, dated 
February 19, 1870. Have you that letter with you 7 — ^Answer. I have. 
Q. Please read it. — ^A. It is as follows : 

** San Domingo, February 19, 1870. 

" My Dear General : I regret to say that Major Perry is embarrassing affairs here. He 
is brave, straightforward, and of immense bodily energy ; but, in tact, forethought, and 
experience, he is a mere child, and is besides under the damaging influence of Prime and 
O'SuUivan. 

" Prime is irritated because I would not assist him in obtaining an unlimited and irrespon- 
sible scope for his bank. This government is disposed to be indulgent ; but, so far, the bank 
has not complied with the obligations of its charter, and I cannot loan myself to his dubious 
speculations, 

'*0'Sullivan is offended because I could not indorse him as having a paramount iufluence 
with our government. I did not approve of their sending him to Havana to telegraph to 
Washington, doubting the necessity of a special messenger, believing that the communica- 
tion should go through our consul at Havana, and fearing his extreme vanity would lead 
him to do more harm than good ; and this the judge deeply resents. 

"As you must have observed before you left. Perry cannot discriminate between those 
minor matters which will bear postponement and the higher necessities which cannot wait. 
His ruling idea now is to obtain the liberation of Mr. Davis Hatch, convicted and notoriously 
guilty of complicity with Oabral and the Cacos of Hayti in their attempted overthrow of 
Baez. Hatch is known to correspond with the New York Times and other papers opposed 
to annexation, and this government is resolved to keep him within safe limits until the 
cause shall be placed beyond the reach of such attacks. Meantime, Baez and his ministers 
have done everything possible to calm and conciliate our restless commercial agent. He 
had also asked a lease of the government palacio on the square, with that of the old build- 
ing next door, for a hotel for his friend Scott, of Baltimore. As the palacio is occupied by 
the supreme court, &.c., the government was obliged to decline the proposal ; but offered the 
fine spacious building adjoining for a term of vears, on the condition of restoring the roof, 
&c., which has fallen in and rendered it uninhabitable. 

"This has not satisfied Major Perry, and he renews his demand for the instant release of 
Mr. Hatch, on the ground that his government had repeatedly instructed him to insist upon 
it. President Baez said to him, in my presence, that Hatch was indulging in threats against 
this government, and would certainly make use of his liberty to join the enemies of annex- 
ation ; that Hatch, though closely watched, was not rigorously imprisoned ; that a few 
weeks* restraint would not be so inconvenient to him as as his slanderous statements might 
become to the success of General Grant's policy in the Antilles ; and that Hatch, being a 
convicted criminal, whose final pardon had not yet been delivered to him, the Dominican 
executive had the right to consult the exigencies of the situation in detaining him for a time ; 
but that a full explanation of these facts should be sent to President Grant, together with a 
statement that the United States commercial agent had exerted himself to have the pardon 
completed. Baez repeated these points to me, and Perry then turned upon me with the 
accusation that I am more Dominican than American, and that for personal reasons I was 
opposing the liberation of an innocent man, while I was obtaining pardons for murderers, 
meaning the poor American sailor whom the Dominican authorities commended to our sym- 
pathy. I replied, this was not true, and that I thought President Baez had the right and 
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&ugkt to do every thing in his power to serre and protect negotiationB in which onr President 
was 80 deeply interested. 

"Major rerry's want of discretion and Felf-control was annoying; bat it has not, and will 
not be suffered to check the proper shaping-out of the great business in hand, that is now 
in the high tide of success. 
*' I remain truly yours, 

" WILLUM L. CAZNEAU. 

" P. S. — I have seen the letter Gautier is addressing our commercial agent on the Hatch 
affair, and it seems to me just and explicit. President Baez and his ministers desire to be 
gratefully remembered to you. Mrs. C. also joins. 

"W. L. C. 

''Gen. Orville E Babcock, ^£., S^c,, 8fc., Ifashington." i 



By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Mr. Perry says that he demanded the release of Hatch, and that Admiral Poor went also 
to President Baez's office, and demanded it. Can yon throw any further light on that sub- 
ject? — A. I have no information in regard to it except the dispatches'which I read this morn- 
ing. 

By Mr. Vickers : 

Q. Why did you solicit from Mr. J. Somers Smith the letter from Lewis Horan to him 
relative to the steamer Telegrafo / — A. Because I wanted to ascertain what information I 
could as to the conduct of that vessel. I was told at Samana, in the first place, that this man 
Horan, an American, had made this protest to the commercial agent, and I asked him if he 
had any information in reference to tne Telegrafo, because I was intending to send the Tus- 
carora to hunt her up. 

Q. Were you authorized by the Secretary pf State to look after the Telegrafo or to make 
any report to him on that subject? — A. No, sir ; I was not. I was* requested by the Secre- 
tary of the Navy to take out those orders and deliver them to the commanding officer of the 
Seminole, and I supposed it to be my duty to assist him in every way I could to capture 
that vessel. ' 

Q. Did not the son of Mr. J. Somers Smith suggest to you the propriety of sending the 
Tuscarora to Barahona, where Mr. Hatch was confined, the moral effect of which might pro- 
cure his release ? — A. Mr. Somers Smith's son suggested that to me the night the Tuscarora 
reported. 

Q. Did he not advise you to interfere for the release of Mr. Hatch, on the ground that his de- 
tention in. prison was an outrage on the rights of an American citizen? — A. No, sir. To the 
best of my remembrance, as to the conversation, there was simply an inquiry, or suggested 
inquiry, of me, whether we had not better send the Tuscarora to find the whereabouts of Mr. 
Davis Hatch, or something to that effect. I told him I would have nothing to do with that, 
or words to that effect. 

Q. Did not Mr. J. Somers Smith complain to you of the arrest and imprisonment of Mr. 
Hatch, alleging that Mr. Hatch was an American citizen attached to his government and 
entitled to its protection.; and did he not ask you, as an officer of the government of the 
United States,- to use your influence to obtain his release, or to see that justice was done ? — 
A. No, sir. I do not think Mr! Somers Smith ever spoke to me about Mr. Hatoh. I do 
not recall his ever speaking to me about him, except the morning when the consuls called 
on the President, when I heard what he said to the President, of which I ha>ve already given 
an account. He may have spoken afterward, though he made no appeal to me to use my 
assistance or influence in that way. 

Q. When did you first obtain knowledge of Mr. Hatch ?— A. The first remembrance I 
have of a knowledge of Mr. Hatch at all was the time I spoke of, when the Danish bark 
Roto was reported ; that is, to know anything about the man. I had before had a list of 
concessions in which Mr. Hatch's name appeared, but I did not know who Mr. Hatch was. 

Q. At what time was it that you first had that knowledge ? — A. I cannot tell exactly, but 
it was in the latter part of July or the early part of August, 1869. 

Q. Had vou any conversation with Captain Queen relative to Mr. Hatch ; and if so, 
what was the substance of that conversation ? — A. The substance of my conversation with 
him was this : I related to him, as near as I could, the conversation that had occurred with 
President Baez, and told him that President Baez had said this man was at Azua and 
on his way up to San Domingo City, and going to be tried ; and I told him it was of no use 
to send the Tuscarora down to Barahona, when this man was at Azua, on his way up to 
San Domingo City to be tried. 

By Mr. Ferrt : 
Q. Had President Baez told you that he was on his way to San Domingo to be tried ?— 
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A. He told me, as I remember the conversation, that he was at Azaa, and was then on his 
waj to San Domingo to be tried. That is my remembrance of the conversation. 

By Mr. Yickers : 

Q. Did yon tell Mr. J. Somers Smith that he was snspected by President Baez of being 
in the interest of Cabral, or did yon commnnicate to Mr. Smith that any dissatisfaction 
existed toward him on the part of Baez or the officers of his government? — A. No, sir; I 
do not think I ever spoke to him about it. 

Q. Did you say or intimate to Mr. Smith that you intended to communicate anything to 
the State Department at Washington that might prejudice him in that department 1 — A. No ; 
I did not mention the subject to him. 

Q. Did Fabens ask you to represent to the administration at Washington that Mr. Smith 
should be recalled, or did you make any representation to that effect 7 — A. I did not ask 
him to do any such thing ; but as to his making any such representation, I do not know. I 
am not aware that he ever did, however. 

Q. Did yon ever make any such representation t — A. I made this representation to the 
Secretary in person that that government believed Mr. Smith was unfriendly to them, and that 
so far as any negotiation was concerned it was just as bad whether he was or was not; that 
I would not pretend to pronounce whether he was or was not connected with the Cabral 
party, or in opposition to the existing government, but so far as any negotiation with those 
people was concerned, it would be equally bad because they believed he was. I remember 
making that remark to the Secretary of State, but I preferred no charges against Mr. Smith. 
That is the only reason I had against Mr. Smith. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Have you the letter of credence which you took when you first went to San Domingo ? — 
A. I have. 

Q. Please produce it and read it. — A. This is the copy given to me; the original letter, 
of course, was delivered : 

" Ulysses S. Grant, President of the United States of America, to his excdlency Bttenaven" 

tura Baez, President of the Dominican Bepublic: 

'* Great and good friend*: Deemine it desirable to satisfy my curiosity in respect to 
vonr interesting country by obtaining information through a source upon which I rely, I 
have for this purpose appointed Brevet Brigadier General Orville E. Babcock, of the army 
of the United States, to proceed to the Dominican Republic in the character of a special 
Agent. Having been one of my aides-de-camp while I commanded the armies of the United 
States, and having since been intrusted by me with confidential business of importance, I 
have entire confidence in his integrity and intelligence, and I commend him to your excel- 
lency accordingly. 

*' Written at Washington, the 13th day of July, A. D. 1869. 
** Your good friend, 

" U. S. GRANT. 

"By ther President: 

" HAMILTON FISH, 

** Secretary of State.'* 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Have you the original protocol which you drew up and brought to Washington ? — A. 
No, sir. That is deposited in the State Department. 

By Mr. Williams : 

Q. Did you learn in your conversations with Mr. Smith, while you were there, what were 
his feelings or views on the subject of annexation 7^— A. No, sir; I never mentioned the 
subject of annexation to him. 

Q. Was there no conversation between you and Mr. Smith on that subject ? — A. None. 
My whole aim was to avoid any one ascertaining that that was my object there. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Were you not instructed to keep the whole subject of annexation secret ; not to talk of 
it in public ? — A. I do not think my first instructions mentioned annexation at all. 

Q. Was it not so when you went there the second time 7 — A. I was instructed to keep 
it as close as I could. I forget the exact wording. 

Q. The understanding was that you should not talk it over in public 7— A. Certainly; 
that I should not make it a matter of public conversation ; that I was to keep it as close as 
I could, and as long as I could. Something to that effect was in the instructions. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Is it usual for negotiators to publish their object in entering into negotiations? — ^A. I 
cannot answer. I do not know. 
Q. Did you ever know of any such case in history ?— A. I shoirid think not. 
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By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Ton stated in your examination the other day that yon went to the city of New York 
to embark for San Domingo in July, and that you embarked about the 17th of July. — ^A. 
I think it was the I7th. 

Q. Ton had been offered a free passage by Spofford & Tileston. — A. Ko, sir ; I had not. 

Q. Who had 7 — A. Mr. Fish, the Secretary of State, told me that they had sent a letter to 
him, stating that, if the department wanted to send out any agent, tbey would give him a 
passage out and back. I said to the President that if I were going I would prefer not to accept 
a free passage, giving him as my reasons, that if I did, those people having an interest in the 
steamship company might feel that they had a right to ask me questions, which I should 
not want to answer. I therefore asked him if he would not suggest to the State Departnoient 
either to inform them that the department could not accept the offer, or to let me pay the ex- 
penses ; and the Secretary of State wrote a letter to Spofford &, Tileston to the effect that the 
government could not accept such an offer, and that my expenses on the steamer, my trans- 
portation, &c., would be paid for by sending a bill to the department, or something to that 
effect. The offer had been made some time l^fore. It was not the original intention t<5 send 
me to San Domingo, but a gentleman, whose name I do not now remember, had been ap- 
pointed to go, and had got as far as New York, and I think his trunk was on the steamer, 
when he was taken sick and gave it up. 

Q. Was that gentleman going on Spofford & Tileston's vessel 7 — A. I understand so ; 
that is my information. 

Q. What is the business of Spofford &, Tileston 7— A. I simply know this : Mr. Fish told 
me that one of the gentlemen in the house had been on his staff while he was governor of 
New York, and that it was a very laree house. They are large shipping merchants, I think. 
I believe they have a large China trade. 

Q. What business have they with San Domingo 7 — A. The only interest that I know they 
have there is this line of steamers, unless it be a fact, as is reported, although I do not know 
it p6)Bitively, that they are employed by the Hartmont people as their agents to collect their 
dues down there. I do not know that that is so ; but I suppose the other is true, because 
their own steamers run to San Domingo and back. 

Q. They own a steamship line to San Domingo 7 — ^A. Yes, sir ; under one of the conces- 
sions given for a steamship line. 

Q. Concessions given by whom 7 — ^A. By the Dominican government. 

Q. Spofford & Tileston, then, have a concession from the Dominican government of a 
steamship line 7 — A. The concession was not given originally to them, i do not know to 
whom it was given at first, but it has been transferred to them and they own the line, as I 
understand. 

Q. Did they own it when they offered to take an agent of our government to San Domingo 
free of expense 7 — A. I suppose they did. 

Q. How long was it before you went that they made that offer f — A. I do not know the 
date. 

Q. Do you know how they happened to be informed that our government contemplated 
such a thing as sending an aeent to San Domingo T — A. I do not know. 

Q. You met at the office of Spofford &. Tileston, in New York, on the 17th of July, Mr. J. 
W, Fabens 7 — I think it was in their office that I first met him. 

Q. Had you known him before 7 — ^A. No ; I had never seen the gentleman before I met 
him in New York at that time. 

Q. Do you know whether he had been in Washington before 7 — Yes, sir ; A. I know now 
that he had been, but he had not been here when I was here. I was absent from the 
citv when the President made up his mind to send me there. I had gone away expecting 
to oe absent the remainder of the summer. I was telegraphed to to return here, and on 
receipt of the telegram I returned. I think I arrived here on a Tuesday evening and left 
so as to sail the next Saturday. 

Q. I am now inquiring as to Mr. Fabens*s presence in Washington. You had been 
Informed that he was here before you left 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. By himself 7— A. No, sir. 

Q. Was the fact that he had been here before alluded to in conversation between you and 
him on your voyage 7 — A. Oh, yes. 

Q. Do you know, by information from him or otherwise, or from the State Department, 
that he had prior to your departure been to the State Department in connection with this pro- 
ject of sending out an agent to San Domingo 7 — A. I do not know that he had been there in 
reference to sending out an agent. 

Q. Do you know in what way he had been there 7~A. He told me that he had been here 
in connection with the matters of San Domingo, representing the matters of San Domingo to 
this government — I do not mean as commissioner, but in business from that government to 
our government here. 

Q. He had been here representing Dominican matters to our government 7 — A. That is 
«7hat I understood him to say. 

^ Q. Did you understand from him that it was in consequence of those representations of 
his that you were sent out 7— A. I do not know that he ever told me that; but I inferred 
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from the information I received that he was one of the sources from which the information 
came that led to this. That is mj impression. 

Q. Were 70a informed, or are you now informed in any way, of the concessions or g^rants 
Mr. Fabens had from the Dominican gfoyemment T — A. I do not know of but one ^rant. 

Q. What was that ? — A. It is in the list known as the surveyinir g^rant — ^a grant for a 
mineralogical and geological survey, &c. I do not know the exact title. It is in the list of 
concessions. 

Q. It conveys mining titles, does it not 7 — A. Something of that kind. 

Q, Were there any land grants that you are aware of to Mr. Fabens 7 — ^A. I know of no 
grants to Mr. Fabens except this one. 

Q. Do you kyow of any to Mr. Fabens in connection with others besides this one 7 — A. I 
do not. 

Q. Or have you any information of any 7 — A. No ; I am not aware that he owns any con- 
cession ; still, I would not like to say that he does not. I mean that I do not know of any. 

Q. Are you aware of any other business interests, besides the mining grants and privileges 
of which you have spoken, that Mr. Fabens had at that time in San Domingo 7 — A- I re- 
member his saving that he previously had been in business there as a merchant. I do not 
know whether he has any interest in it now or not ; but he told me that he bad been with a 
company working a copper mine. I remember his telling me that, in order to get the cop- 
per down to the place for shipping, they had brought some camels over there, and broagnt 
them down and packed the copper on them. 

Q. Are these all the interests you are acquainted with, by information or otherwise, which 
Colonel Fabens had there 7 — ^A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. SCHURZ : 

Q. Did you not say to-day that Colonel Fabens had certaiu business interests at Sa- 
mana 7 — ^A. He is there now, as I understand, as fagent for Spo£f6rd, Tileston &, Company^ 
bat I was not aware of that when I went down there. 

Q. He had, however, when he went with you to Samana in December 7 — A. Tes ; I under- 
stood him to be going there then as the agent of Spofford, Tileston & Company. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. You also met Mr. O^SuUivan, and he went on the same vessel with you 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know by information, or otherwise, whether Mr. O'Sullivan had or has any 
grants or concessions there ? — A. I am not positive that he has any. I simply inferred that 
be was looking after some concessions of some kind, but I did not know what they were. My 
impression -is that it was in regard to a railroad; and what makes me think so is some 
remark he made, as we were leaving that day, that he had not got his business made out, 
and was not going to return. He remained over. He never communicated to me any of 
his business transactions. 

Q. A gentleman by the name of Hennen went with you on the steamer ; do you know 
whether he went as attorney or agent for anybody else ? — A. I do not know ; but I simply 
inferred that he went as a sort of attorney with Mr. O'Sullivan. I do not know that ; 
I simply know that he was a young lawyer. I made his acquaintance on board the vessel, 
and he told me he was a lawyer living in New York, but he never told me his business in 
San Domingo. I do not know even that he was in the employ of O 'Sullivan ; I only thought 
so inferentially ; he was with him. • 

Q. On your arrival you found that President Baez was at Azua7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q- Who procured the services of the steamer Tybee to go to Azua 7 — A. I did. 

Q. Of whom 7— A. Of a clerk of the house of Spoflford & Tileston, who went down on 
the vessel, a Mr. Ringwood. It was arranged between him and the captain of the vessel. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. What was this Tybee 7 — A. The name of the steamship we went down on. 
Q. Did it belong to the Spofford &. Tileston line between New York and San Domingo 7 — 
A Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Did you see Mr. Smith, the commercial agent, before you went to Azuat — A. I think 
I called on him the evening before. 

Q. How long an interview did you have with him on that occasion 7 — A. Very short. It 
was a mere call. 

Q. During that interview was anything said about Mr. Hatch 7 — A. No, sir. 

Q. Or about Mr. Horan7 — A. I do not remember the name of Horanever being men- 
tioned to me by Mr. Smith. 

Q. You have spoken of a Danish bark, the Roto. Were you informed whether she was 
owned in St. Thomas f — A. I do not know anything about that. I say that she came in, as 
they said, as a prize, having been captured going into the port of Barahona. That was 
simply what they told me. 

Q. Your language in your previous testimony was '*that she had been consigned from 
8t. Thomas to a gentleman by the name of Hatch." — A. Yes, sir, that is what they reported 
to me. I do not say so. 
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Q. Ton said that the conBi^on lived at St. Thomas, and Mr. Hatch was consignee at 
Barahona. Was that voar understanding 7 — A. My understanding was that the vessel had 
been chartered at St. Thomas, and sent down to Barahona. I so understood from what was 
said to me. 

Q. You said "she had been consigned from St. Thomas." — A. They so informed me. 

Q. Did you infer from that that the owners of the vessel lived at St. Thomas ? — A. I did 
not make any inference. I did not know where the owners of the A'essel might live. I did 
learn afterward where the vessel was owned, though. 

Q. And you say that the fact that she was consigned to Hatch " was the first knowledge " 
you ever had *' in reference to there being such a person as Mr. Hatch ? " 

The Witness : Are those my exact words ? , 

Mr. Fkrry : Your words were " that wa.<4 the first information I ever received in refer- 
ence to there being such a person as Mr. Hatch." 

The Witness : Did I say *' the fact that s)ie was consigned to Hatch was the first infor- 
mation 7 " 

Mr. Ferry : After stating that that had been told to you, you said what I have just 
read, *' that was the first intormation," &>c. 

The Witness: They claimed that this vessel had been consigned to Mr. Hatch, and that 
they had intercepted munitions of war, correspondence, d^c, going to the rebels ; andjthat 
is what first brought up the subject of Mr. Hatch. 

Q. What you nave been stating immediately preceding this language is entirely about 
the Danish bark Roto. You say, "Going back to the time of the discussion, some time 
during the month of August, one day a little man-of-war came in with a prize, as they 
represented it, of the Danish bark Roto ;" and you go on and state that she was consigned 
to Hatch, and then you say, " This is what was represented to me ; and that was the first 
information I ever received in reference to there being such a person as Mr. Hatch ;" and you 
say this was some time in the month of August 7 — A. The latter part of July or the month 
of August ; I do not know which. 

Q. You now qualify your former remark, and say it was either the last of Jaly or about 
the first of August 7 — A. Yes. I cannot be certain as to the exact date when the vessel 
came. 

Q. But you are certain that that Danish bark Roto was the first circumstance in which 
the existence of Mr. Hatch was brought to your knowledge 7 — A. By anything there. 

Q. Where else had Mr. Hatch ever been brought to your knowledge before that ? — A. As 
I say, I had a list of concessions. 

Q. That only 7 — A. That was all. I did not know anything about the man. What I 
mean is that this was the first I knew of a person named Hatch being there.* I did not 
know before but that the man Hatch who had the concession might be in Europe. 

Q. At the time when the Roto came in, was it then that they told you that Hatch was a 
man who had joined the Cabral party in opposition to the government, and that this vessel 
had on board munitions of war 7 — A. That was the time they told me. 

Q. Now, whom do you mean by ** they " f — A. I cannot tell you which one ; it was some 
of the Dominican officials at the President's. 

Q. Who, at that time, interpreted to you what the President said to you 7 — A. General 
Cazneau. 

Q. If, then, it was President Baez who gave you this information, it was interpreted to 
you by Mr. Cazneau, was it not 7— A. If it was General Baez, or if it was Mr. Gautier, it 
was interpreted by Mr. Cazneau. 

Q. It was the information that Mr. Hatch was a Cabralista came to yon, by interpretation 
at any rate, through Mr. Cazneau 7— A. Yes, sir; the account there that he was with that 
party, and that this vessel was consigned to him, came through Mr. Cazneau, as interpreted 
to mo. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Was the interj)retation made in the presence of Baez 7-— A, I say I cannot tell whether 
it was President Baez or Mr Gautier, or who it was ; I do not remember which officers were 
present, but some of the officials. 

By Mr. Ferry: 

Q. You say thot ** soon after, on the morning of the 22d of August, I think • * Mr. 
J. Somers Smith, United States consul, came in with the other consuls to x>ay respects 
to the Prefiident,** and you proceed to narrate a conversation that then occurred about Hatch. 
Might it not have been on the 29th of August, a week later 7--A. I think it was on the 22(1 
of August. The 22d came on Sunday. I remember it by that. , 

Q. But the 29th would also be on Sunday 7— A. I think it was earlier than that. If it 
was the other, it would have been but a few days before I sailed. I think I am right aboat 
the date. 

Q. It appears by the record that Mr. Hatch was put under guard on the 28th of August, and 
the order for his arrest, signed V. Ramirez Baez, is aated Azua, August 30, 1869, which states: 
t* Mr, Davis Hatch, a foreigner, is found culpable of participation with said faction against the 
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legitimate government. In consequence thereof his imprisonment has been orderecl, and he 
actually finds himself on board the schooner of war AUa Gracia as such." I ask jou if this 
might not have been Sunday, the 29th, instead of Sunday, the 22d of August 7 — A. It is a 
possibility, but my firm belief is that it was not the 29th, and that it was the 22d. The only 
point I have to fix it positively is that it was a Sunday morning. 

Q. Do yea know what Mr. Baez referred to when he told Mr. Smith that he had allowed 
Mr Hatch to go back on Mr. Smithes representations 7 — A. I supposed from the conversa- 
tion he meant that he allowed him to go back to that island, as I understood they had had 
trouble before, and Mr. Baez allowed nim to go back to the island as a resident or represen- 
tative of this salt company. That was the impression I formed. 

Q. Tou have stated that on that same day after Smith went out you warned President 
Baez that he must be certain that he was right in the question of law if he tried Mr. Hatch 7 — 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You stated : '* Once or twice during the conversation he referred to Mr. Hatch, and to 
the part that Mr. Smith, in the interest of Mr. Hatch, had taken." Had you heard that Mr. 
Smith had taken any part in regard to this arrest at that time 7 — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did that refer to the former occasion 7 — A. That referred to the former occasion, I 
think. It referred also to the fact of his being allowed to come back. That was my under 
standmg. 

Q. You say further: "And I invariably answered in that way; that if he had any 
charges against Mr. Hatch he must make them out in writing and send them to the State 
Department, in Washington." Did you tell President Baez that 7 —A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You say further that you told President Baez that you *t had no authority to treat on 
any such case whatever." — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. This was on your first visit 7 — A. On my first visit. 

Q. On that same visit did the minister of justice or a judge of one of their courts bring to 
yonr knowledge the case of another American who was imprisoned 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you decline to interfere in his case because you had no such authority 7 — A. No, sir. 

Q. What made the distinction between the cases of these two Aiii6ricans7 — A. One had 
been arrested, as represented to me, and tried, and sentenced for a certain crime. 

• By Mr. Howard : 

Q. What was the crime f — ^A. The crime of murdering a sailor. The other had been ar- 
rested for a political offense and had not been tried at all, as I understood then, but was 
going to be tried. 

By Mr. Ferry : 
Q. That made the difference 7 — A. That was the difference. « 

By Mr. ScHUKZ: 

Q. When you came back to San Domingo in November, Mr. Hatch had been sentenced 
to death, and his sentence had been commuted to banishment, as you understood ; had it 
not? — ^A. That was the understanding when I reached there. 

Q. Was there then any difference between the case of that sailor who had been convicted 
of murder and sentenced, and the case of Mr. Hatch, as to their having been tried and sen- 
tenced? — A. Only this, that one had been sentenced and the sentence had been commuted 
to banishment, and the other had five years to serve, as represented to me, with a ball and 
chain, in a prison there, and to support Himself. 

Q. You said on a former occasion that the reason why you did not interfere for Mr. Hatch 
was that you considered him guilty. — A. When I went back in November I considered him 
guilty. 

Mr. Howard. I did not understand the witness to say that he did not interfere because 
he considered Hatch guilty. 

The Witness. No, I do not think I said that; I said I should not interfere in any such 
matter; and I said that from the report I had seen of Captain Queen's, I felt convinced that 
the man had been connected in that matter, and I thought I would have nothing to do with 
it. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Did you consider that sailor, who was convicted of murder, innocent 7 — A. No, su* ; I 
never supposed he was innocent. 

By Mr. Williams : 

Q. You stated that you acted in reference to the matter of that prisoner confined for mur- 
der, upon the application of the chief justice of the Dominican Republic. I understood 
you to say that he came to you and requested* you to take action about the matter. — A. He 
sent a message, through General Cazneau, to me, saying that this man was there and reprC' 
senting the case, and that he hated to have an American there in prison with ball and chaiu^ 
&.C.; that he thought he was a good man, and if I would interest myself in him he would 
profifer to get him pardoned. 

Q. Was that the message .which came to you 7 — A. Yes, sir ; and it came to me through 
Qeneral Cazneau, from the chief justice of the republic. 
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By Mr. Ferrt : 

Q. Did joa hare any farther conTeTsaiion with Mr. Smith abont Mr. Hatch after this 
interview at President Baeas's? — A. I do not recall one. The sabject may have been 
spoken of by Mr. Smith to me ; but I do not recall the conversation. Young Mr. Smith, as 
I said, spoke to me on the nlc^ht of the arrival of the Tuscarora. 

Q. Tnat was on the second of September? — A. I should not like to be positive as to the 
date ; but she came in a few days before I went away. 

Q. You stated before, that she appeared on the evening of the second of September 7 — A. 
That is the best of my memory. That is a matter that can be found exactly from tlie 
records of the Navy Department. I do not remember the exact date with certainty. 

Q. You stated that on that occasion Mr. Smith, the son of the commercial agent, wanted 
to know if you did not think it would be a good plan to send this vessel, the Tuscarora, 
down to Barahona, where Mr. Hatch was, and you replied, according to your testimony, ** I 
told him that Mr. Hatch had been ioterfering with the rebellion in that country, and that I 
should have nothing to do with the case." — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you give him any other reason? — A. I do not think I did. 

Q. Did you believe that reason to be true at that time, the second of September ? — A. I 
had nothing only the report of President Baez, and those people to me that he had been 
arrested, &.c. 

Q. Did you believe that report to be true when you made that reply to Mr. Smith, the son 
of the commercial agent ? — A. I had nothing on which to base it, except the information 
that they had given me that it was so. I had never seen any of the evidence in the case. 

Q. Then the representative bf this country on the one side "was asking you to intercede 

for an American citizen imprisoned by the Dominican government ? — A. No, sir; be 

was asking me to send a man-of-war to Barahona for this man, Mr. Hatch. 

Q. And you said you would have nothing to do with the case? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Because Mr. Hatch had been interfering with the rebellion in that country ? — A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. So that your declaration was absolute. Upon the request of the representative of our 
government tnat you should do something, you said that you would do nothing ? — A. Mr. 
Smith was not the representative of our government. 

Q. Was he not the son and clerk of our commercial agent ? — A. I do not know that he 
was clerk ; he was the son of the commercial agent. 

Q. Did he not do the work in the office of the commercial agent, copying, translating, 
&c. ? — A. I do not know about that. He had a right to do the visiting of vessels for his father. 

Q. Then he acted for his father in some capacity ? — A. Yes, sir. 

C^. The representative of this government was asking you to do something for an Ameri- 
can citizen imprisoned, and you told him you would do nothing ? — A. No, sir ; the gentle- 
man wanted me to send this man-of-war to a certain place to look after the whereabouts of 
Mr. Hatch, or something of that kind, and I told him I would not have anything to do with 
it. If Mr. Hatch had been interfering with matters in that country I would not have any- 
thing to do with the case. AlS I said before, I did not want to tell him where I was going 
to send the Tuscarora. 

Q. You told Mr. Smith, the son of the commercial agent, that you would have nothing to 
do with the case. When you told him that, had you any information upon which to base 
that declaration except what you bad learned from the Dominican government, the very party 
complained of? — A. No, sir ; I did not know anything about it, except that, at that time. 

Q. You took, then, the statement of the Dominican government, the party complained of, 
and made no effort to see or hear from Mr. Hatch ? — A. Because they told me he was nuder 
arrest, and up there on his way to be tried. 

Q. You think they had then told you that he was coming to San Domingo ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you not know that they deceived you in that respect? — A. I do not know whether 
he was ever brought to San Domingo or not. 

Q. Did they tell you that he was to be brought to San Domingo? — A. My understand- 
ing of what they told me is, that he was then on his way from Azua to San Domingo City to 
be tried ; but I do not know that he ever did go there. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. When you told President Baez that he should be well assured of the legal points in the 
case of Mr. Hatch before he proceeded with him, according to your testimony, was that on 
the same Sunday when Mr. Smith with you visited President Baez ?— A. Yes, sir; I think 
it was the same day. 

Q. Was not Mr. Smith present at that conversation?— A. No, that was after Mr. Smith 
had gone out. I remained after his, conversation. 

Q. And Mr. Cazneau interpreted for you what was then said?— A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. ViCKERS: 

Q. Did you understand, at your first visit, that Mr. Hatch was a very respectable man, a 
man of intelligence, and position, and standing ? — A. I never heard anything to the contrary. 
I had every reason to suppose he was. , 
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Q. Did yoa nnderstand that 7 — A. The ooly information I had of that kind was what Mr. 
Smith remarked at the President's house. He made the remark that Mr. Hatch was a man 
of good standing, a correspondent, I think he said, of the New York Times. I had every 
reason to suppose that he was what he was said to be. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. I wish now to call your attention to the Horan letter, which yon have presented, dated 
June 14, 1869. You asked Mr. Smith for that letter on the 1st of September, J 869, as ap- 
pears by the date of his indorsement 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Yon add : * The fact that this letter had not been forwarded to the department, and that 
no attention had been paid tait, led me to think that Mr. Smith perhaps had sympathy with 
the Cabral party." How did you know that no attention had been paid to it?— A. I knew 
it simply because I called on Mr. Smith and he told me so. 
Q. Smith, the father 7 — A. Yes, sir ; the father. 

Q. Did he tell you that he had paid no attention to it 7 — A. He told me that he had 
received the letter and regarded it as a personal matter, and paid no attention to it. 
Q. Did he inform you what became of Mr. Horan 7 — A. 1 do not think he did. 
Q. Did he tell you that Mr. Horan called upon him and told him that this was a mis- 
take 7 — A. No, sir ; I do not think he mentioned any such thing to me. 

Q. And that this matter had been arranged long before that ? — ^A. No, sir ; I never heard 
that it had been. 

Q. You found, then, simply this letter from Mr. Horan on file 7 — A. No ; It was not on 
file ; it was in his desk. 
Q. At any rate, you found it, and he said he regarded it as a personal matter ? — A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you make any inquiry of him what had become of Mr. Horan 7 — A. I did not. 
Q. The letter speaks of Mr. Horan as being imprisoned on board a steamer. Did you 
inquire whether he was still imprisoned 7 — A. No ; I knew he could not be, for I was in 
Samana, going through, and no such vessel was there. 

Q. What was your object in getting this letter 7 — A. Simply to get what information I 
could as to the conduct of that pirate vessel we were after. I understood the commanding 
officer had fired through Mr. Horan's place. I understood that when we went through 
Samana — I do not know who told me — and that he had made protest. I cannot say who told 
me. There were two or three Americans then living there, and it may have been some one 
of those. When Captain Queen was going over there I wanted to give him all the informa- 
tion I could in reference to her conduct, and I did not know but that this letter had been 
forwarded to Washington when I first went over to Mr. Smith. 

Q. Did you forward it to Washmgton 7 — A. I gave it to Commander Queen, who went 
over to Tortola, and he sent it forward to Washington with his report. 

By Mr. Vickers : 

Q. Did you tell Captain Queen that Mr. Hatch had been guilty of aiding the rebellion in 
Dominica 7 — A. I told him that the government informed me that he had l^en, and he then 
ivas under arrest at Azua, and on his way up to San Domingo City to be tried, and it was 
no use sending the Tuscarora down to Barahona when he was at Azua. I think that was 
what I told him. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. When did you first see the dispatch of Captain Queen, containing this language in his 
report to the Navy Department 7 — A. I cannot tell you the day ; it was after my return to 
Washington, and before I went down to San Domingo the second time. I do not remember 
the exact date of it, but it must have been some time in October. I think it came up in the 
mail from St. Thomas. 

Q. Where is Captain Queen 7 — A. I do not know. He is stationed in the navy some- 
where. 

Q. That evidence respecting Mr. Hatch you obtained after your return home and before 
yoa went back the second time 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. So that when you went back the second time, if I understood you aright, you were 
convinced of the guilt of Mr. Hatch 7 — A. Yes, sir, I became convinced of his guilt. 

Q. This remark of Captain Queen convinced you ? — A. That evidence of Captain Queen. 
I looked all through the report of Captain Queen in reference to the vessel Telegrafo, and 
found this summing up at the end of nis report. 

Q. Was there anything else about Mr. Hatch in it ? — A. I do not think Mr. Hatches 
name was mentioned ; but it was as to the conduct of the vessel. 

Q. Had that vessel ever bad another name 7 — A. Yes, sir, she had been called the Ses 
toTacion, or some other name. 

Q. Was she, when called the Restoracion, a foreign vessel 7 — A. I do not know. I do 
not know what she was called before. I only know her name from the orders given from 
the Navy Department. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. You say that in Captain Queen's report Mr. Hatch's name did not occur at all 7 — A. 
I do not remember any place where his name is mentioned except as to the bill of health. 
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By Mr. Fbrry : 

Q* CaptaiD Queen's report says : '*The only paper whicli the vessel was enabled to ex- 
hibit at Tortola was a bill of health famished by one Hatch, an American, at Baraliona, 
a Dominican port, not a port of entry." Did you ever see that bill oT health 7 — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know whether Captain Qaeen ever saw it 7~A. I do not. 

Q. Do yon know of anybody who ever saw it ? — A. I do not know persQnally of anybody 
who saw it. Captain Queen's report has the certificate of some officer that she only liad 
certain papers coming^ from there ; so I suppose he must have seen it. 

Q. Tnere is nothinf]^ where Mr. Hatch's name is mentioned except this little passag'e-I 
have read from Captain Queen T — A. Not that I know of. 

Q. You never saw it and yon do not know that Captain Queen ever saw it 7 — A. No. 

Q. Do vou know anything about the date of it; how old it was? — A. Only those words. 

Q. And upon these four words. ** furnished by one Hatch," without knowing^ the date of 
this bill of health, or knowing^ anybody that had ever seen it, you came to the conclusion 
that he was guilty 7 — A. No, sir. I came to the conclusion that he had cleared this vessel 
from that place, in connection with the other reports that had been made to me. 

Q. What reports ? — A. What Baez and those people had told me, and this in connection 
with that. I was not examining these papers to find anything about Mr. Hatch. It was 
purely accidental that I discovered this reference to him. I was looking only as to the Tel- 
egrafo. I was anxious to have that vessel overhauled and thought that Captain Queen 
would probably get a prize. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. Had Baez told you anything of Mr. Hatch having given a bill of health to this ves- 
sel?— A. No, sir. 

Q. How did yon know, then, that the giving of a bill of health to this vessel was a 
criminal act 7 — A. I know that for a foreigner to give a bill of health to a vessel, that being* 
the only paper she has, so as to let her clear from a place not a port of entry, would be a 
crime in our own country ; and I supposed, of course, it would be there. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Are not a clearance and a bill of health two different things 7 — A. I think they are. 

Q. What is a bill of health ?— A. I cannot give you the exact form. I simply know it is 
one of the papers a vessel is required to have. 

Q. By what authority is it signed in a port of entry 7 — A. I do not know. 

Q. Is there any authority whose duty it is to sign a bill of health 7 — A. I suppose there 
Is. I am not positive about that. 

Q. What does the bill of health state 7 — A. I cannot give you the form. 

Q. Did you ever see one 7 — A. I think I have seen them on board vessels, but I could 
not give the form or nature of such a bill. I simply believe it is one of the papers a vessel 
is required to have, in order to identify her, and in order to give her entrance, or whatever 
it may be, to a port. We speak of a vessel's having a clean bill of health, or having 
accounts of fever or disease, &.c. 

Q. Did you ever tell Cazneau that vou did not wish to have anything to do with the 
Hatch case? — A. Not unless it was in the presence of Mr. Baez, or something of that kind, 
in conversation, he acting as interpreter. 

Q. Did you ever tell Mr. Baez that you did not wish to have anything to do with the 
Hatch case ? — A. I cannot tell exactly what I said, except, in that conversation, that I was 
not going to interfere with this matter; that he must be very certain he was right; that 
the law was on his side, or (Something to that effect ; and that our government probably 
would not interfere. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. You said to him that our government probably would not interfere 7 — A. If he was 
right, but that he must be very certain that he was right in the matter. I supposed so, 
thinking then that he was going to bring the man up and prefer charges against him and 
have him tried ; and I felt that if he was right in the trial, and if the man was guilty, our 
government would not interfere. That was the idea in my mind, and I so expressed it to 
him. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q, And that was your conviction 7 — ^A. That was simply my conviction. 

By Mr, Ferry ; 

Q. After your return from your second mission, when did you first hear of Mr. Hatch 
subsequently 7 — A. I think the first I heard of Mr. Hatch on my return was a letter that I 
received from General Cazneau, to the effect that Mr. Hatch was being tried, and would 
probably be detained some time as a punishment. 

Q. Have you that letter 7 — A. I think I have it at the Executive Mansion. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. What was its date ?~>A. Some time in September. 
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Bj Mr. Fbrry : 

Q. That was ia the interval between jour first and second mission. T am inqnirinff as to 
what joa hoard after jou came back the second time.— A. That was the only time the case 
was mentioned to me in that way. 

Q. I will waive that to go back to this letter that you received in the interval between 
yonr two visits. Yon saj that in that interval joa received a letter ab.ont Hatch from 
General Cazneaa ? — A. A letter in which he mentioned the Hatch caie. 

Q. And said he was on trial? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Be ffood enoagh to look np that letter and bring it here in the morning.— A I will do so. 

Q. Did you receive any other letters about Mr. Hatch, in that interval, from anybody 
•Ise? — A. I am not aware that I received a word. 

Q. Upon your return after the completion ot tho treaty, from whom did you first hear of 
Mr. Hatch? — ^A. I dj not remember of ever bearing of Mr. Hatch again until the letter that 
I read to-night from General Cazneau of Februaiy J 9, 1870. 

Q. Did you receive a letter froyn Mr. Felix M. Delmonte, containins: an article which he 
wished to have you get publishea in the northern papers, in which Mr. Hitch was spoken 
of? — ^A. Not that I know of; if I did receive it, it wai uutran^lated, and was sent to the 
State Department for the purpose of being translated, and I never saw it afterward except 
the other night here when it was produced by Secretary Fish. I remember that he said 
he supposed it was addressed to me. I have no remembrance of ever seeing the paper, and 
I think there is something in its expressions which would indicate that it was not sent to me. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. What was that ? — A. I refer to an expression in the letter transmitting the article. 1 
never read the letter; it was in Spanish, and was sent, I suppose, to the State Department 
for translation. I never saw the document, and did not know of the document being there. 
They never sent me back the translation of it. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Did you not tr^ to read it in tho original Spanish ? — ^A. No, sir. I do not read Spanish 
well enough to read it accurately. 

Q. Do you recollect its coming to you at all ? — A. I have no remembrance of its being 
forwarded to me, though it may have been sent to me in the mail. We send a great many 
letters to the State Department to be translated, and they are returned to us without any 
particular record being kept as they go, except a mere memorandum. As I say, I never saw 
the translation of the document. 

By Mr. SCHURZ : 

Q. After having read this short letter which I translated (to be found on page 61 of testi* 
mony) have you not come to the conclusion that it was addressed to you ? — A. I think now 
that it was. I think so from the expression about Generals Ingalls and Sackett. What 
made me think it was not addressed to me — and I am inclined to think so yet when I come 
to read it — is the expression: '* I wish vou may have a good trip.*' Mr. Delmonte could not 
be wishing me a good trip on the 8th of February, for I had arrived home about the 20th of 
December. That was the point in the letter which made me think it was not addressed to 
me. The only thing that could make me think it was addressed to me is the fact that it is 
addressed to a general and asked me to give his kind regards to Generals Ingalls and 
Sackett. It may have been sent to me. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

* 

Q. Did you know at any time from your return to San Domingo on your second trip up 
lo the liberation of Hatch, that Baez and Gautier were keeping him aetained in order to 
prevent bis influencing the minds of the people in the United States by writing for news- 
papers, or anything of the kind? — A. No, sir; I never knew that, or had any idea they 
ware detaining him for any such purpose, until this letter from General Cazneau, dated Feb- 
ruary 19, 1»70. 

Q. What did you do with that letter ?— A. I told the President of the receipt of the letter. 
It was received here in March. I think the Secretary of State was there at the time, and 
he informed me that an order had gone for the release of the man, and I paid no further 
attention to it, because the thing was ended. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. The Secretary of State told you that? — A. I think it was some one connected with 
the State Department ; I believe the Secretary. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Do you know when Hatch was actually released ? — A. I do not know myself. Thie 
letter arrived about the first of Marcb. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. You say that yon were in the office of the President with the letter, and the Secretary 
of State was there ?— A. I say I think that was the way it came up. 

H, Eep. 234 10 
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Q. And Ton were informed there, in the presence of the President, that the order for the 
releiiM of Mr. Hatch had i^ne f — A. I do not know that I was talking with the President 
I do not remember exactly aboot ii, bat I know that was the first information I bad; is 
speaking of it I received tbe information that an order had gone for the release of Mr. Hat^. 

Q. Yon testified before that on the 3Uth of May yon told Mr. Perry that the President hid 
expressed his surprise at the order having gone 7 — A. Yes, sir. I do not say that 1 said tiui 
to the President, nor that the information was given to the President, that an order had gtoe 
for Hatch's release. 

By Mr, Ferry : 

Q. Did yon not ssy just now that you laid before the President this letter of Mr. Css- 
neauT — A. I say that I read the letter to the President 

Q. What did yon read it to him for? What was your object in reading it to the Presi- 
dent f — A. Simply to inform him of affairs in San Domingo. 

Q. Did you not intend to have that influence the President against the release of Mr. 
Hatch?— A. Not a particle. * 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Did you read the whole of that letter to the President? — A. I did. I will say thsti 
read a great many letters to him in this way. I tell him often the full contents of them 
instead of reading all the words. I do not know that I read all the words of this letter to 
the President, but I conveyed to him the whole information contained in it. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. When Mr. Perry went down to San Doming^ you g^ve him a letter of introduction to 
Mr. Fabens and also one to Mr. Cazneau 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And you had then been informed by the Secretary of State that he was somewhat m- 
favorable to Mr. Cazneau 7 You have already stated that, but did not go into details. — A. I 
say that the Secretary of State simply used to me the expression that he did not have confi- 
dence in General Cazneau, without making any charges or anything of that kind. 

Q. And these two persons, Cazneau and Fabens, were tho only Americans there to whom 
you gave Mr. Perry any letters of introduction?— A. I do not remember any others. Mr. 
rabeus was not down there then ; he was in New York. 

Q. But you have stated here that you gave Mr. Perry a letter of introduction to Colonel 
Fabens 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did yon know any other Americans in San Domingo 7 — A. I think there are .two or 
three. 

By Mr. Schurz : 
Q. Did you know Mr. Prime 7— A. Mr. Prime was not down there then. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Did you know him?— A. I came up in the steamer with him. 
Q, Did you know Mr. Reed 7 — A. No, sir ; I never saw Mr. Boed there. 
Q. Did yon know Mr. 0*Sullivan 7 — A. I did ; but I did not know that he was in Sm 
Domingo then. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Did you know Mr. Scott? — A. No; I do not remember of seeing a Mr. Scott there. 
I do not know that I ever saw him. 

Q. Were there any other Americans that you saw there except Cazneau, Fabens, and 
Prime?— A. When I was there there was Mr. Hennen. 

Q. He went down with you. I am speaking of residents or merchants in San DomindfO t— 
A. I remember one merchant who was an American. I do not recall his name. I re* 
member going into his store, but I did not get at all intimately acquainted with him. I ^ 
not recall now any other Americans except Mr. Smith and his son. I do not mean to ignore 
them. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Of all the Americans there were you not, when you gave these letters of introdaction, 
best aoqualnted with Mr. Cazneau and Mr. Fabens 7 — A. Certainly, especially because Geo- 
eral Cazneau did my interpreting the first time I was there. 

Q* So you gave Mr. Perry letters of introduction to Cazneau and Fabens ; those being the 
only Americans there to whom you gave him such letters?— A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Did you know then that Cazneau possessed concessions and grants from the Domini* 
can government 7 — A. Yes, sir ; I knew there were some that were made to him becsiue I 
brought back a list of the concessions when I came back the first time, in which suine ftp* 
peered to be made to General Cazneau. I want to say here, though, that I kusw Hr. 
Fabens was not in San Domingo ; he was in New York. 
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Q. He went down lo the sftoie yessel with Mr. Perry 7 — A. I believe 80 ; I ^d not know 
but timt you thongbfc I meiuit that he was down there nU thi8 time. 

Q. Oh, lio. Yoa referred lo siniRthing^ yon had said to Mr. Perry when delivering to him 
those letters of introdaction to Cazneau and Fabens. What did yoa say to him ? — A. I tried 
to repeat the sabstance of what the Secretary of State had said to me, that he had no confi* 
dence in General Cazneau, my object being that he might fully understand to whom I was 
^▼ing him a letter ot introduction. In other words, I wanted to place Mr. Perry as favora- 
bly as I could in San Domingo, and tell him, as well as I could, about the people. 

Q. Do you say that you cautioned him against Mr. Cazneau 7 — A. No ; I did not caution 
him against him ; I only made him this remark. 

Q. Did yon say to him that you thooght the Secretary of State was correct in his snspi 
eions 7 — A. I told him that so far as I had seen anything there, I had not seen anything 
hnproper in General Cazneau. That is my remembrance of what I told him. 

Q. Did you say to him that you thought the Secretary of State was mistaken in his sus- 
picions 7 — A. No ; I do not think I said that I said that so far as anything 1 had yen was 
concerned, I knew nothing against him. I only saw him about forty days, ana I could 
only tell him my own impression about the man in that time. 

Q. If you had received from the Secretary of State unfavorable impressions with regard to 
Mr. Cazneau, why did you direct Mr. Perry to see Mr. Cazneau and introduce him to him 
socially 7 — A. I did not direct him to see him. 

By Mr. Ferry: 

Q. You state that Mr. Perry showed you a letter from Mr. Hatch, and that you read that 
letter 7— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did that letter protest that Mr. Hatch was innocent of the charges against him 7 — A. 
I do not remember the contents of the letter ; it was quite a long letter. 

Q. Do you not remember that fact about the letter 7 — A. I have no doubt that it said so ; 
but I do not remember the contents of the letter. Mr. Hatch was not a subject that 1 had 
any particular anxiety about, or that particularly impressed me while I was there. 

Q. Then an American citizen claiming that he was illegally and wrongfully imprisoiied, 
awakened in you no anxiety and attracted no attention 7 — A. I do not say that. 

Q. The case of Mr. Hatch neither awakened your attention nor caused you anxiety, when 
Mr. Perry showed you that letter 7 — A. I say that situated as I was there, at work in this 
matter of the treaty, busily engaged on that, and the common understanding being that 
this man was to be released, and Mr. Perry, as I think, having told me that the President 
had agreed to release him, I did not know but that the man might be released any day. I 
did not know but that he would be there the next day. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Had you any reason to suppose ha would be 7— A. I had every reason to suppose he 
would be released any day. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. How 7— A. From what Mr. Perry said, that the President had told him that he would 
release him. 
Q. Did anybody else than Perry tell you that 7 — A. No. 
Q. Did Baez tell you that he would release him T— A. No; I never asked him about it 

By Mr. Vickcrs : 

Q. Did you inquire of Mr. Smith as to the character and circumstances of the murder 
•ommitted by the sailor for whom, and before, you interceded 7 — A. 1 did not. 

By Mr. SCHURZ: 

Q. Did you see a letter addressed by Mr. Hartmont to Mr. Fabens concerning a fordgn 
power having offered two millions for the Bay of Samana7— A. I did see that- letter. 

Q. Did Mr. Fabens give that letter to you 7— A. No, sir; Mr. Fabens,! think, probably 
brought that letter from New York. I think he sent it to me for the information of the Pres- 
ident. 

Q. And you gave it to the President 7 — A. Yes, sir. 




The Chairman to the witness. I believe we are through with you. General. 

The Witness. 1 wish to make a statement in connection with the letter from Geueral 
Cazneau to me dated February 19, l»70, which I have read this evening. I have never 
answered that lettt'r. I wisli to explain the reason why I have not done so, and why I 
wrote to Mr. Perry the letter I did, in which I spoke of being sorry about the troubles be- 
tween American citizens there. In a letter to the Secretary of State of the date of February 
20, I think Mr. Perry says that Mr. Cazneau claims fc> be in direct correspondence with the 
Executive Mansion, and 8h«>ws Letters, &c. That dispatch of Mr. Perry has beeu produced 
here. The President said to me that Mr. Fish had shown him that dispatch from Mr, Perry, 
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and he mid that he then told Secretary Fish that I had heen corresponding with General 
Gacneau, and that he had known of the correspondence all the time, and that I had shown 
him mj answers, &c. Bnt the President then said to me: ** Qeneral, I wonld not write a^j 
more letters down there, because I do not want to make anj tronble." 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Then you n«^s^lected to answer this letter of Cazneau at the request of the Presi- 
dent 7-> A. By instruction of the President, I have not written to him, nor to Minis- 
ter Gamier, nor to President Baez, nor to any official in San Domingo since that. 
That is the reason I mentioned in my letter to Perry that I wss sorry that the Americans 
there were quarreling. On the same date, or a date a day or two later, I have a letter from 
Mr. Perry to myself almost similar to the one he wrote to the Secretary of State, saying 
that he had called General Cazneau a trickster, &>c. This explains what I meant by speak- 
ing of the trouble among the Americans down there. 

ly Mr. SCHURZ : 

Q. Have you written to Mr. Fabens since f — A. As I said to-da;^, I wrote to him one 
letter since, sending the scraps of newspapers, &c., to which I retened, and telling him 
the news of the day, and suggesting that he or some other person should come here pre- 
pared to refute those charges. 

John Somers Smith sworn and examined. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Question. Where do you now reside ? — Answer. On Staten Island. 

Q. What is your age? — A. I was 71 years old on the 6th day of March last. 

Q. Have you been in the consular service of the United States f — A. I have been in tht 
consular service from the time when General Taylor came into office, under every President, 
until a few months past. 

Q. In what places have yon served ? — A. I first served in Malaga some ten or eleven 
years, and then a short time in Cadiz. On my return home from there, I was appointed con- 
sul to Candis, and was confirmed by the Senate ; but did not go out there, and finally I went 
to San DoniinjTO. I was appointed consul to San Domingo, and took office there on the ist 
of August, looiS, and led San Domingo on the 16th day of November, 1869. I was there 
three years and three and a half months. 

Q. When you arrived in San Domingo, who was President of the Dominican Republic f— 
A. The government was in the hands of a ti iumvirate, consisting of Generals Pimentel, 
Lnperon, and Garcia. They were absent at the time of my arrival, but they had delegated 
their powers to a very eminent lawyer, an old gentleman — Mr. Tomas Bobadilla — who car- 
ried on the government. He is now in exile. Those generals returned afterward, and A 
general election was called, and in the month of October, 1866, General Cabral was, by the 
popular vote, elected President of the republic for four years. 

Q. Did yon become acquainted with the constitution of the Dominican Republic as it wai 
at that time ? — A. Yes, sir ; I had a copy of the constitution and read it over. I know that 
it was a very liberal constitution. 

Mr. Ferrt. Mr. Chairman, I wish to ask the witness some questions as to that constitn* 
tion. I ask him, first, in whom was the executive power reposed by that constitution T 

Mr. Howard. What is the point? 

The Chairman. Haee we not got the constitution here 7 

Mr. Ferry. No; I gave you a memorandum to be sent to the Secretary of State asking 
for it particularly ; but it has not yet come to ns. 

Mr. Howard. I must confess that I do not see the propriety of interrogating the witness 
aa to what may be in the written constitution of San Domingo. 

Mr. Ferry. I am perfectly willing to state my object, and the committee can then judge 
whether it is legitimate or not. I understand the facts to be, that a popular election was held 
. in the autumn of 1866, in accordance with the constitution of the Dominican Republic, and 
a President elected, and a Congress elected, in accordance with that constitution, and that 
the judicial system went into force in accordance with that constitution ; that about a year 
and a half afterward, a rebellion broke out against that lawfully constituted government; 
that that rebellion drove the lawfully constituted authorities out of power ; that Buena- 
ventura Baez succeeded in grasping the reins of power ; that he overturned the constitution ; 
refused to permit any Congress to assemble or be elected, and that his whole authority is aa 
illegal, usurped, authority of no more validity than the authority of Maximilian during the 
time he assumed to be emperor of Mexico. 

Mr. Howard. Let me ask Senator Ferry what bearing that has on the case of Hatch 

Mr. Ferry. This usurped authority, not in accordance with the constitution and laws of 
the Dominican Republic 

Mr. Howard. Let me get through with my question, if you please. Does Senator Feny 
denv that the government of Baez was a government de facto ? . 

Mr. Ferry. Not at all ; but I do deny that the tribunal before which Mr. Hatch wai 
brought was a legal tribunal, according either to the laws of the Dominican Republic or the 
law of nations. 
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Mr. Howard. Yoa deny that it' had any authority whatever to try the case of Hatch, ot 
to entertain it ? 
Mr. Fkrry. Yes, sir. 

Mr, Howard. Becanse the government was a revolutionary government 1 Is that the 
conclusion 7 
Mr. Ferry. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Howard. Then I obiect, for one, to going into that branch of the subject. I cannot 
see the propriety of it. -I should not object to your showing, or attempting to show, that 
there were irregularities or illegalities in the trial of Hatch ; but when you go back to the 
very foundation of the jurisdiction of the court, and deny the legality of the government 
itself nnder which it was organized, it seems to me we are takiog an unnecessary step, and 
going into matter which does not belong to us. We cannot try the legality of the govern- 
ment of Baez. 

Mr. FeRRY. We can try the rights, of an American citizen which have been outraged by 
a usurped government. 4 

Mr. Howard. Does not our own government recognize the government of Baez by send- 
ing a commercial agent or consul there? 

The Chairman. I understand the propositidh to be to prove by Mr. Smith that the regu- 
larly constituted government of Cabral was overthrown by a revolution by which Baez over- 
tamed the government and overthrew the constitution. 

Mr. Howard. The immediate question to the witness was as to the contents of the con- 
stitution of San Domingo itself, and Senator Ferry proposed to follow that up by showing 
that the government of Baez was a usurping government, and^ hence, no government at all. 
To that line of examination I object. 

Mr. ScHURZ. Let me suggest that we can cut this whole matter short by merely address- 
ing to Mr. Smith the question whether the statement of fact, which Senator Ferry has just 
put forth, is correct to his knowledge. 
The Chairman. That is the very thing that is objected to. 

Mr. Howard. That is really a denial of the authority of the Baez government, and our 
fTovernmcnt has recognized that government by public acts of itB own, and we are there- 
fore estopped from denying it or going into an inquiry of that kind. I think it indecent 
for a committee of the Senate to go into such an inquiry, knowing, as we do, that a minis- 
ter plenipotentiary from the government of Baez is here at Washington now, and has been 
recognized and received by our own government as representing the government of San 
Domingo. There must be some boundary, of course, to our inquiry. Is it decent and 
respectful toward the government of San Domingo to go into such an inquiry ? I think it 
is not. 

Mr. Ferry. To avoid the objection, I will confine my inquiry to a mere statement, of the 
briefest possible kind, of the historical events. 

Mr. Howard. I have no objection to a statement of historical events if they bear upon 
any subject of inquiry before us. 
Mr. Ferry. That is precisely what I intend to do. 
Mr. Howard. Otherwise it is a mere waste of our time. 

Mr. Ferry. We have Hatch's statement showing the origin of the difficulties between 
bimself and President Baez, and accusing President Baez of having unkind feelings toward 
him. 
Mr. Howard. I have no objection to your going into that. 

Mr. Ferry. Then I will inquire of the witness in regard to the occurrences that took 
place in the Dominican' Bepublic. 

The Chairman. The fact that they had a dispute I suppose it would be competent' to 
prove; but I do not presume it would be competent for us, as a committee of the Senate of 
the United States, to attempt to adjudicate upon the propriety of their revolution. When 
we find a government, we recognize it. Mr. Smith himself was sent to the Baez govern- . 
ment; or, rather, remained there under it. I do not see that it is within the scope of our 
functions to inquire whether the revolution there was wise or unwise. The fact is tbat it 
took place, and if we were to go into its details and inquire as to its propriety, we should be 
widening the scope of our inquiry beyond any proper limit. 

Mr. Williams. I am anxious to economize time. I suppose the historical events are, 
beyond all question, that Baez did engage in a revolution, and overthrew and expelled 
Cabral and took possession of the government. I suppose there is no question about that. 
It appears to be historically true. 

Mr. Ferry. There are fact« here which seem to have been not comprehended, and the 
^ates and order of which facts do bear directly upon Mr. Hatches statement in his petition. 

Mr. Howard. And -on them you propose to snow that President Baez was actuated by 
malicioiiR and malignant motives toward Hatch, and persecuted him? 
Mr. Ferry. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Howard. I submit to the committee whotler it is fitting and proper that this com- 
mittee should go into such an inquiry as that, with a view to cast reproach and ignominy 
Qpon the executive head of thatiepublic, with 'whom we aie tieating — with whom we are 
holding international relations. 
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Hrt Frrrt. IM me stole, gentlAinra, what I expeot to prore, aod then we can hare tbe 
Toto of the committee taken on it, if need be. In Mr. Hatch's statement of facts accom- 
panying his petition be says that he acqaired a concession of certoin priTilefpes from the 
ezistinir Spanish goyernmeot in 1864 ; that before be redaced those to p issession that gov- 
ernment was overthrown, and that after an intorregnum Mr. Baez obtained supreme power ; 
that Mr. Daez, after some discaHsion with hint, annulled his erants, and shortly afbsr Bi!r. 
Baea himself was overthrown, and at a popular election a President of the republic was 
ele€*ted who confirmed bis mitts; that at that juncture an article appeared in a newspaper 
alloding to these giants to Mr. Hatch, to which Damian Baez, the brother of the President, 
r^plieil, and to that Mr. Hatoh says that be replied, and that he also wrote a lotter to the 
New Yoik Times at the same tioie, in both of which he animadverted upon Buenaventura 
Baes, who was not then the President of the republic, but was in exile. The constitutional 
government of Cabral was then in power, and from that time, he says, Baez entertained 
hostile feelings toward him. General Saekett has testified that Mr. Cazneau told him that 
at a former period Mr. Hatch had published matters which wounded General Baez, and he 
spoke of matters said to have been published by Mr. Hatch of a purely personal character. 
The mere facts of this historical sequence I wish to have la testimony for the purpose of 
showing the connection of the facts thus developed with the evidence in this case. That 
is my object in showing the historical sequence of evente. 

Mr. Warmer. Mr. Chairman, the connection of the Cabral and Baez govemmeote 
with Mr. Hatch's grants is fully brought out in the letter of Mr. Hatch, setting forth the 
history of his troubles with Mr. Baez, and it is there clearly shown how far the question be- 
tween these two contesting parties is involved in this matter. 

Mr. Ferry. It is. 

Mr. Warmer. That fact being brought out, it seems to me this inquiry can probably have 
two aspects — ^by the petition it has but one — how far we have cause to complain of the Do- 
minican government for ito treatment of an American citizen. Incidentally, it has another 
branch, as to how far General Babcock has been at fault, if at all. I think the whole 
inquiry relates properly to the present Dominican government, not to the legality and rigbt- 
folness of that government, whatever demand we may have to make for ipparatioa on 
aeoonnt of it6 treatment of Mr. Hatoh is to be made of the present government, not of 
Oabral or any preceding government. 

Mr. Howard. As to the Hatch concession, that is one of the concessions in a paper prop- 
erly belonging to the treatv which is already hefore the Senate: 

** Privilege granted to Hr. Davis Hatoh on the 37th of September, 1866, for the working 
of the salt mines in the commune of Neyba and for the laying of a railway from the sbora 
of Barahona to the said salt mines." 

I take it, that is the concession. 

The Chairmam. I think Mr. Hatch, in his papers, submitted here, is laboring under a 
falae impression, that that concession has been annulled. It has been reported to us, in the 
papers accompanying the treaty, as an existing; genuine concession. 

Mr. Ferry. I have not objected to anything in the somewhat wide range of inquiry thai 
has been taken. I certoinly , as a lawyer, could have objected to quite a number of questions 
that have been put; but I am not here as such. 

Mr. Howard. I do not feel like questioning tho authority of the Baez government, inas- 
much as we are holding political relations with it. 

Mr. Fbkry. My desire was to show from this witness that Mr. Hatches statement was 
true. I supposed, perhaps, somebody would deny the truth of the contents of his statement. 
However, to save time, I will proceed to inquire of the witness as to another point. 

Mr. Howard. Very well. 

Mr. FifRRY. [To the witness.] When you arrived in San Domingo, Mr. Smith, did you 
become acquainted with Mr. Davis Hatch?— A. I had a letter of introduction to him from 
New York. 

Q.'Who gave you that letter of introduction ?— A. Mr. Frederick M. Kelley,oue of the 
associates in the Salt Mining Company. 

Q. You had never known Mr. Hatoh before ? — A. Never before. 

Q. Where was Mr. Hatch when you arrived there?— A. In the city of San Domingo. 

Q. How long after the election of Cabral was it before another revolution occurred t— 
A. There were one or two outbreaks in the country ; an attempt to land a force from Cura- 
90a. They came up from Curayoa to land at Seybo, the oastern province, but they were almost 
all captured. 

Q. I speak of the actual revolution ; when was that ? — A. It was always carried on in that 
manner. Then the country was auiet for some time. There was a second attempt made on 
the northern fnntier at Monte Carisii, but it was a failure. There were two failures befon 
the absolute revolution took place. 

By Mr. Warmer : 

Q. This was against the Cabral govenuneat ? — A. Yes, s*r. 

Q* Was Baez at the bottom, of these movemeu to f — A* Baez was at the bottom of tbe«^ 
assisted by Salnave, the President of Hay ti. 
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Q. When was the saccersfal revolution ? — ^A. The dtj was beiiesed abcvl; a moDth, I 
think, from the Jstc^f Jaonary. 1868, to the 1st of February; and on the ist of Febmary tiM 
citj capitulttted. I was one of the witnesses to the capitulation. 

By Mr. SCHDRZ : 

Q. The city capitulated to Baez? — A. To Baez*8 troops. Baez himself was not then. 
General Hungria commanded the army. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Af^er that Baez obtained supreme power in some way 1 — A. After General Cabral left. 
He left in twenty-four hours after the capitulation. The country was then placed under a 
provisional government ; General Hungria was at the head of it, and it remained so for two 
or three months, when Baez was invited from Cura^oa, and came up, and I thinit in April 
or May he took charge. 

Q. It appears from the papers that a dispute occurred between President Baez and Mr. 
Hatch, which led to an intervention of yours. State what that was.— A. I thinlc it was in 
May, 186S, about a month after Baez came into power. I thiols the first notice of it I had 
was the arrival of Mr. Hatch in the man-of-war Capotilla, from Barahona. I thiniL he wrote 
me a note from the vessel, telling me that he was there a prisoner ; that he had been brought 
up from Barahona, he did not know for what, and wanted to be allowed to come on shoret 
but he was afraid that perhaps he might be imprisoned. I called on President Baez and 
asked him what was the meaniog of all this. He told me that there were some suspicions 
about Mr. Hatch, and he had him brought up. Said I, " I will guarantee that he is all 
right ; will you allow him to come to the hotel f" He said, *' Yes." Mr. Hatch went to the 
hotel. I again went to see President Baez and asked him, '* Have you got any strong 
reasons for bringing Mr. Hatch uo here!?" He said Mr. flatch was not friendly to him, but 
gave me no reasons at all. **Then," said I, "suppose Mr. Hatch comes up here and 
makes an explanation to you " I knew thnre was some bad feeling between them on ac- 
count of some correspondence which had formerly appeared. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. What correspondence ? — A. Correspondence in the New York papers. I knew there 
was bad feeling, and so I said to President Baez : *' The best way for yon to do is to allow 
me to bring Hatch to you, and you and he can talk the matter over, and see if yon cannot 
settle it." 

Q. Had Mr. Hatch been in the habit of writing letters to the New York Times for pnbti- 
cafion 7 — A. That was previously, when Baez was out of the country. He used to corios* 
pond with the New York Times, but I think that was when Baez was away. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. Do you speak Spanish? — A. SuflScient to carry on business and read my letters; I 
do not profess to be a good Spanish scholar, but I have had plenty of assistance from my 
children, who could all read and speak Spanish very well, when I told this to Mr. Baez 
he seemed to hesitate and asked me« ** What do you think about it?" I said tp him, '^That 
is the best course to pursue; let Hatch come up here and snake an eoEplanation; bat," I 
added, '*yoa must unoerstand one thing; if he comes here you must treat him like a gen- 
tlesMtn." I used to talk pretty plainly to Baez ; I am a much older man than he is. He said 
that' he would treat Hatch like a gentleman. I went down to see Hatch, and said to him, 
'VCome along." He was rather atraid to go. I said to him, ** You must coma along and 
see Baez with me at once, and I think I can settle the whole difficulty." We went up 
together and commenced conversation with Mr. Baez. Baez came down upon Hatch very 
severely indeed with regard to the former business. After awhile I said to him, "Sir, I 
am -rather surprised to hear your conversation ; this is not what you promised me; I did 
not come here to hear a tirade against Mr. Hatch ; I wanted to see whether you could not 
settle the matter." 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. What " former business " did he come down upon him for 7 — A. In regard to Hatch's 
exposure of Blr. Baez, add his letters published in the New York papers, and other matters. 
After a long conversation Mr. Baez cooled down, and Hatch tried to make an explanation^ 
which I suppose he did, after a fashion. Finally, Mr. Baez turned to me and said : *' Mr* 
Consul, if wnat Mr. Hatch states is a fact, as to the assistance he has rendered my people 
down in Barahona, where some of my relatives are " — his half-brother Ramirez Baez com* 
mands at Azua now — "if Ramirez, who knows all the facts, will write a favorable letter, 
I wiU allow Mr. Hatuh to return to Barahona." Said I, " Very well." So Mr. Hatch got 
up ; the President and he shook hands, and we went away. I said to Hatch : "The matter 
is all settled, no donbt." In a few days afterward Mr. Baez said to me, " As soon as I gtf 
that letter I will send it to you." Mr. Hatch sent me the letter from Ramirez, the Pr^dentV 
brother, to himself, and it was a most favorable letter, speaking very highly of Mr. Hatch 
and the good deeds he had performed at Barahona to the few troops they had there, who 
wan vtry po(Nrly cfaul, ^be. , and who had suffered a good daal. President Biea g»l tke ttt- 
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tor ; but I keard nothing of Mr. Hatch oomlofl: back. So I addreued a letter to the minister of 
foreign affairs, telling faim that the matter was all settled, and 1 did not tee why Mr. Hateh 
was not permitted to retara. He then asked me a few gatrantees, and said if be would condact 
himself properly he had no objection to his availing nimself of any opportunity to go down. 
I wrote him a letter, stating that from all I knew of Mr. Hatoh I was confident he woald 
not commit anj errors ; that he was not unfriendly to Mr. Baez*s government now. He 
departed and went to Barahona. That was in the latter part of May or the beginning* of 
June, 1868. 

Q. What was Mr. Hatoh*s character and reputetion as you became acquainted with it in 
San Domingo 7— A. Mr. Hatch stood very high in San Domingo, in consequence of his 
former reputation, he haviug been the most extensive merchant in Porto Rico, where he had 
amassed a very large fortune some years previous. After that he went to New York, and 
what became of his fortune I do^uot know. Coming out to San Domingo after having lived 
very long in the West Indies previously, he stood very high with the people generally. 

Q. Now, state the beginning of the second trouble as it came to your knowledge. — A. Mr. 
Hatch continued at Barahona during the fall and winter of 186S. Some time in the month 
of December, ]8f)8, I heard some rumors that something was talked against Mr. Hatch at 
Barahona — that perhaps he was not conducting right. I called on my friend, Mr. Reed, the 
first American merchant there, a gentleman of high respectability, a brother-in-law of Beales, 
of the Boston Post, and said to him, ** Reed, write down to Hatch, and ask him what he is 
doing; ask him whether there is anythin^^ wrong." Reed wrote to Hateb, and Hatch at 
once responded to me : **I was quite surprised to get Mr. ReedV letter, saying that there 
was some rumor that I was not conducting myself friendly to the government ; it is all 
false ; and, to show that it is false, I send you a certificate of persons residing here, certify- 
ing to my good conduct ; and, furthermore, any reports adverse to me arise entirely through 
one or two persons who have been jealous in consequence of my transacting business from 
St. Thomas, and importing goods from there, so as to undersell them a little, and they want, 
if possible, to destroy me." 

^ Q. Were the goods which were sold in the ports of the Dominican Republic, in a con- 
siderable measure, imported from St. Thomas ? — A. Yes, sir ; generally speaking, from St. 
Thomas. Almost all the dry-goods and things of that kind, of English manutaciure, come 
to San Domingo by way of St. Thomas. 

By Mr. YlCKBRS : 

Q. Do you say that Mr. Hatch inclosed to you a certificate of a number of respectoble 
gentlemen T — ^A. Yes, sir, of a number of respectable people at Barahona, stating that he 
was favorably disposed to Baez and his government, and was doing all the good he could 
there. 

By Mr. Howard : 
Q. Where is that certificate ?— A. I had it. I think it is in some of the papers I sent on. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Signed by the alcalde and others f ~ A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Go on with yoijr stetement of the trouble.— A Things went on. We heard of wars 
and rumors of wars in the Province of Azua constantly. This was in the spring of 1869. 
We.knew that Cabral had marched in and taken the towns of Neyba and Barahona. 4fr. 
Hatch was in Barahona at the time as a merchant there. The Cabral party held it some 
three months, from May until August, until near the time of the evacuation on the 28th of 
August. During that time Cabrars force held Barahona. Ho had there about two hundred 
men, which is considered a large force there, and with that force he held the place for some three 
or four months. Hatoh was tnere, and consec^uently during all that time I had no communi- 
cation from him, because there was no way ot sending a letter. It is only twelve or four- 
teen hours* sail from San Domingo by sea ; but, owing to the revolution, there was no com- 
munication by land or sea. The latter part of August the Baez party got possession of Bar- 
ahona again, the Cabral party evacuating. I heard some rumors that Hatch had been ar- 
rested, and I went and asked Mr. Baez about it ; but he could not tell me whether it was the 
fact or not, and I had no positive grounds to suppose so, because San Domingo is a very 
great place for rumors. I received a letter, I think, dated the 28th of August, from Azua, 
from Mr. Hatch, stating that, on the 28th of August, Barahona had been evacuated by the 
order of the government, and be had been brought away a prisoner to Azua. That was the 
first knowledge I had of it. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. What do you mean by that 7 Do yon mean by evacuation that all the inhabitante were 
ordered out? — A. Pretty much all were ordered away. The evacuation of the place was or- 
dered. I do not know how long it had been before that, that the Cabral party had left the 
place and Baez's troops were in possession. 

By Mr. Ferry: 
Q. Qo en with your narrative. — ^A. Mr. Hatch told me that he was in Azua, a prisoner^ 
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tfkid expected. to be brought up to San Domingo City for' trial, and he told nie in this letter 
that -there was no cause for his arrest. I was very much surprised at it, and called on the 
President and asked him what it meant. He said that he could not tell ; that he had not yet 
received the proper informition, &c. I finally said to him : ^* la the event of Mr. Hatch 
beings brought up here, I hope you will not attempt to put him in prison ; if you will allow 
him to htay in my house I will be responsible that he is handed over to you any time you 
may call for him." He told me that it there was nothing positively strong against Hatch 
he would not have any objection to that. Mr. Hatch was brought up to San Domingo City 
some time about the middle of September — I think about the I2th — in a man-of-war. I re- 
ceived a letter from him, stating: *'I am a prisoner on board a man-of-war here, and I am 
very much afraid they may perhaps put me in prison on ship ; I wish you to exert yourself 
as much as possible, and endeavor to prevent such an outrage." It was on Sunday. I im- 
mediately called on Mr. Baez, the President, aud told him the case. He shrugged his shoul- 
ders, and said: ** To-day is Sunday; I have nothing to do with this ; it is a matter entirely 
with the authorities, and I do not see that I can do anything." I talked to him pretty 
straightly ; and, finally, he said : ** The best thing you can do will be to see the minister of 
state; you will find him at home." I went to see Gautier; and Gautier and I had some 
pretty strong talk about it. I said: ** Why, you are not certainlv going to imprison the 
man without anything against him?" Finally he told me that 1 had better go and see the 
minister of war. It was a very hot day, and unpleasant for a man of my size and ag^e to be 
running about in this way ; but I went to see the minister of war. The minister of war said 
to me : *'It is no use talking ; he is imprisoned already." They had imprisoned him in the 
Fort of San Domingo while I was running about. 

By Mr. SCHURZ: 

Q. They acted with great duplicity, it seems ? — A. I do not know that there was duplicity 
exactly ; but they imprisoned him with great quickness. Though Sunday was a kind of a 
holiday, they took him on shore and put him in the prison. Then I called on the President 
and asked him if he would allow me to visit Hatch, and I was told that he was, as they 
term it, incommunicated for forty-eight hours; that is, that no one would be allowed to see 
him during that time. After the expiration of the forty-eight hours I called to see Mr. 
Hatch and he told me his story. It appeared that he was brought up there for the purpose 
of being examined by the fiscal, as they call him there, or the attorney general, and I was 
notified to attend the examination. I w^as present. He remained there two or three days 
afler that. I used to ^o to see him almost every day. One evening I received a note from 
him, about six o'clock, begging me, for Heaven's sake, to do something for him, that he 
feared they were going to send him to Azua that night. I immediately ran out, and went to 
the British consul, who I knew was a great friend of Hatch, and I said to him, ** Will you 
join -with me to try and see if we cannot possibly persuade Mr. Baez and the government to 
allow Hatch to remain here, and have his trial here?" He shrugged his shoulders, and would 
rather not have anything to do with it. I knew there was no time to spare ; so 1 ran imme- 
diately to Felix Delmunte, the minister of justice, who was under great obligations to me, 
because I had put him in that ministry, and I said to him, *' Now, you must show your friend- 
ship to me; I want to save Hatch this ignominy." Said ho, **It must be done, he has got 
to go ; but I pledge you my word of honor, in a most confidential manner, that not a hair of 
his head shall be touched ; don't speak of it ; but remember, you have it from me that he is 
not to be hurt ; but he will have to go through all the process." I went to the prison and 
said to Hatch, ** You muvt make up your mind to go back again ; but don't be frightened, 
you won't be hurt ; I am satisfied of that ; I know all about it." They took him down to 
Azua and he was tried in a very summary manner. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. How far is Azua from San Domingo City ?— A. They run it down in a night by sea — it 
18 a bout a hundred miles by land. He was tried and condemned to be shot. I knew it 
wa5 all a farce, because I understood beforehand that he would be pardoned. A messenger 
came up at once with the sentence, and Mr. Baez submitted it to the Senate and they gave 
him a pardon to leave the country. He was pardoned absolutely ; but with the condition 
that he should have his passport to leave the country. I called at once on Delmonte, the 
minister of justice, and asked him, ** Where is Hatch now ?" ** Oh, " said he, "he is at 
liberty in Azua ; it is a free pardon." 

Q. Who said so?-— A. Mr. Delmonte, the minister of justice. It turned out that that 




very serious step for you with the governmeat 
persuc^de him to have nothing to do with it, but to let Hatch go free. It was unavailing. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. After this pardop, of which you have spoken, did you receive any communication 
from Mr. Hatch ? — A. Yes, sir; occasionally I got a letter. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Did you ever see the pardon, as you call it f — A. Nothing more than was published 
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in tbe newspapers. I al once dematided a CApj of the pfooeedin^ against Mr. Hateh, smd 
they alleged that as an excuse for not liberaiiBg bisi until thsj oonld make up that prMeea. 

By Mr.VicKERs: 

Q. Ton say it was a' free, nnconditional paTdon 7— A. Efttirely ; any farther than that lie 
was to receive his passports and leave the conntry. 
Q. Is the newspaper ^ron spoke of **the Official Bulletin?'* — A. Tes, sir. 
Q. Was it published in that paper ?— A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did yon see it? — ^A. Tes, sir; and I think I have a copy of it at home, at my hoase. 

By Mr. Howahd: 

Q. He was pardoned, hnt to leave the country ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are you quite confid«>nt it was an absolute pardon, with the direction to leave the 
country, to take effect to in»tanf% ? — A. I understood that he was pardoned and would receive 
his passport and leave the country, because when I asked Mr. Delmonte " Where is H^tch 
now ?*' he paid '' He is at liberty in Azua, I suppose as free as you are, walking about there 
now.'* I inferred from Delmonte that it was an unconditional pardon. I understood it so. 

By Mr. Ferrt : 

Q. After you received these letters of Mr. Hatch, did yon call again upon the Presidentf — 
A. Yes, 8ir ; I had frequent interviews with President Baez in regard to it, bnt he always 
put me off, stating that as soon as they could get the proceedings made out Mr. Hatch would 
De set at liberty and could go where he liked ; but I never could get the proceedings from 
them. • 

Q. Did vou ask for them t — A. Bepeatedly. 

Q. At the time when you were rdieved, what was the condition of tbines as to Mr. 
Hatch 7 — A. Tbey were in statu quo. He was in Azua ; no proceedings had been handed 
to me, and I informed my successor, Mr. Perry, that such was the case. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Did not President Baez give some excuse or reason why the papers had not reached 
him, or why he was not ready to release Hatch? — A. He always said, **We are making 
them up, but we are so hurried, and we have so much to do," and he put me off in that way 
from day to dav. He said that as sooa as the proceedings were prooerly prepared, they 
would be placed in my hands. I told him I should have to send them nome ; I appealed & 
him repeatedly. 

By Mr. Ferry: 

Q. Were you there when General Babcock arrived the first time 7 — A. I was. 

Q. Did you say anything to him about Mr. Hatch's ctise? — A. At that time when Genial 
Babcock arrived, I was not awaub that he was there in any official capacity ; he was intro- 
duced to me, I think, on tbe evening of the day of his arrival, by Mr. Fabens at my honie; 
and afterward I met General Babcock once or twice ; he came to see me once or twice, and 
I also called on him, but Hatch at that time had not been tried, if I recollect aright. 

Q. General Babcock speaks of an interview between yourself and President Baez whia 
he (General Babcock) was present. Do you remember that? — A. Very well ; I cannot rec- 
ollect what date that was; General Babcock was there some six weeks, I believe; I reeot* 
lectthat interview pertectly well; I never was apprised that General Babcock was there 
upon an official visit at all until the arrival of the Tuscarora, because I was cot at all iuti^ 
mate with Cazneau (ur Fabens ; my son and I rather imagined that he was there more ta- 
look into things than to act. 

Q. Do you remember the date of the arrival of the Tuscarora ? — A. It may have been 
about the 2d of September, but I am not confident as to that. I think it was about that 
time. I know I was very much agitated when she arrived, in consequence of the death of 
my nephew, two days before, at sea, who was assistant paymaster on the ship. The newa 
of his death astonished me very much when she arrived, and I may therefore have forgol^^ 
ten the precise date. 

Q. Was there any discussion with regard to Mr. Hatch after the Tuscarora arrived 1— A. 
When the Tuscarora arrived Captain Queen did not come on shore. Some of the offieefs 
came ashore in the evening and I asked who commanded the ship. They told me Captain 
Queen, and gave me information about the death of my nephew, and one of the officers said, 
** I have a dispatch to deliver to General Babcock." I told my son, Mr. John P.Smith, 
deputy consul of the United States, a gentleman of fortv years of age, with a commission 
from Mr. Seward — I want to let you know, gentlemen, that Mr. Smith, deputy consul, hada 
commission from the government — ** I want you to go to see General Baboock and speak 
of Mr. Hatch's case to him particularly." He went around with the officer and he talked 
with General Babcock. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Were you present? — A. Thai was in the hotel. I sent my son to tbe hotel to Qm^ 
eral Babcock. My son told me the conversation, which is pretty much the same as General 
Babcock stated in his testimony. Captain Queen landed on the following day. My son 
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we&ion board the friff»to in the moniinff, aod, of coarse, as coojiul of the United Statei»4or 
be-fsfNTPsented me; thej f^tnv^ him a salute of seven (ifniis. Captain Qaeen came on Bhore . 
and paid his respects to roe. The first thinjjf I asked him was whether be could not g^odowa 
to Azua and look into Hatch's affair, and see the man. Said he, ** I am under orders to 
General Babcock." I knew already that there was a dispatch for General Babcock« 
Captain Queen said, '' I would like to do it very much ; will you make a memorandum for 
me as to Mr. Hatch ?" I wrote off a few lines, handed them to Captain Queen, and, of 
course, that was all I could do in the business. General Babcock was not inclined to le4 
the ship go down there, and Captain Queen had no instructions. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. State what the Horan case was. — A. I am very well acquainted with Mr. Horan; I 
have known him a good while. He was formerly a merchant in Curagoa for, I suppose, 
nearly thirty years, and was induced to go to Samana and build a large store there. It is 
the best in the place. He thought, perhop8; there would be an opportunity of doing business 
there. I received frequent letters from him. The letter which has been produced here is 
one that he wrote to me stating that Luperon was firing on the town ; that a ball had passed 
through his house, whether accidentally or not he could not Bay ; and he begged I would do 
something to protect him. That was the substance of the letter. I put it aside, because a 
gentleman ariived from there a day or two following, who told me *' Horan says you will 
bear from bim by and by, but he U on shore now ; he is not in duress in any way." Shortly 
after that the Tybee, Spofford & Tileston*s vessel, towed up the two armed schooneni. 
The moment I got Horau's letter I called on the President, and said : " Can you do anything 
for himT' He said, '* I have no mau-of-war ; I can send nothing there to help him if he is in 
trouble." Said I, ''It will take forty days before I can write to the United States and get 
an aDswer ; I must write, by way of St. Thomas.*' I explained the whole matter to Mr. 
Baez. Shortly after that, in a few days, the steamer Tybee, on her first voyage, as she was 
going, agreed to tow up two schooners of war that were armed, with a great many men on 
board; besides guns, to go up and attack the steamer Telegrafo, that was in Samana Bay. 
The steamer towed those vessels up. and it appeared there was a slight kind of skirmish m 
a little while, and Luperon, in his vessel, sailed away. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Luperon had cx>mmand of the Telegrafo ? — A. He commanded the Telegrafo ; Lupe- 
ron was formerly one of the triumvirate. General Pujol was ^also on board of her, who 
was here once as plenipotentiary from General Cabral, to sell Samana, some three years ago. 
The Telegxafo went away and shortly after that Mr. Horan came over to see me, and speat 
two or three days with me, and told me all about it, and about tbe affair pf the Telegrafo. 
He said that the shot, no doubt, was accidental ; but Luperon is a very stem man, and he 
arrested him and took him on board the vessel and made him show his books, as he was 
charged with selling powder to the people there. I believe he disproved it, to the satis&ction 
of General Luperon, and then Luperon treated him very kindly — went ashore with him and 
bought a great many goods of him — and the trouble ceased entirely. When he came to -see 
me he wanted me to appoint him vice-commercial agent at Samana, as a mere matter of pro> 
tection. 

By Mr. FERRY : 

Q. How long after this was it that General Babcock asked you for Horan's letter ? — A. Ik 
was just before the general sailed in the Tybee for New York ; it was a day or two before 
he sailed ; be came in there and asked for it ; I had almost forgotten about the letter ; I did 
not file it with my official letters and put it with my private papers in my desk, as I knew 
I should see H,oran, for I heard he was coming over very soon. When Geneml Babcock 
asked for the letter I was not certain that I could find it, as I sometimes destroy letters that 
I tfaiak are of no use ; I found it, however, and had no objection to giving it to him. 

Q. What do you know about the Danish bark Roto ? — A. Mr. Hatch, as a merchant at 
Barabona, was in the habit of collecting large quantities of wood, and he had loaded two 
or three vessels. Finally a vessel came from St. Thomas. It is necessary that any ves- 
sels eoming from other ports into San Domingo pay their port charges and take what they 
call a coast license, which is a dollar a ton, extra. Ttie vessel came down from St. Thomas 
loaded for Mr. Hatch, but the Baez government would not allow her to proceed to Bara- 
bona, at d he was compelled to take freight elsewhere at San Domingo City. The pf'ople 
in St. Thomas hearing this, and that Cabral held Barabona, chartered this unfortunate Dan- 
ish vessel, and knowing that they could not send her to San Domiogo and pay the port 
<^Arges, they sent her direct to Barabona. She had nothing ou board but a few barrels of 
&le or something of that kind. I know it because the cargo was advertised for sale in San 
Doinmgo. She went down and when she got near the bay of Neyba she was met by the Cap- 
otilla, and captured and brought into San Domingo City. The captain appealed to the 
Banish consul, but he told me that that officer was very inefficient, and he could give him 
no advice, and he was advised to come to see me. I told him it was adelicate matter for ma 
to give advice when ius oma oosiaul was. in San DoouDgft City,, and would bare Qotbtn(|^,ie 
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do with it; but if it wm eittrar an Knglish or an American vessel perhaps it would hare been 
▼ify diffiBrent. However, the poor man took it to heart so ma('b-->a great, big, stout mm — 
thai he took the dysentery and died. The vessel was coufiscated anu sold. 

Q. State what yon know of the Telegrafo. — A. The Telegiafo was commanded by Cren- 
eral Lnperon, and, as I understood, had on board Qeneral Piuientel and General Cariel, all 
men of very high standing. 

Q. What had she been — a merchant vessel of any kind 7 — A. I understand she had for- 
merly been a blockade-runner during our war, and was sold in St. Thomas. There were a 
great many of those vessels, which were pretty iast steamers. I think her name originally 
was Red Bird, or something of that kind. She was sold in St. Thomas, and bought by some 
house there, and they changed her name. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. What kind of a vessel was she / — A. A small steamer. She was very low on the 
water; I think a veseel of 400 or .500 tons. She was sold there to some English house. A 
great many of the Cabral party resided in St. Thomas, and perhaps they chartered her for 
so many months, or something of that kind. However, they got her away, and our consul 
there was very much censured for it. I believe she first was put under tne American flag^ 
and the consul, Mr. Robinsou, was very much censured for allowing the change of papers. 
1 do not know but that it caused his removal. He had only been there a short time. She 
went to sea armed, with General Luperon on board, and appeared offPueito Plata, and 
frightened the people somewhat firing on the town first unaer one flag and then under 
another. That is nut unusual, however, because they do not always hoist their true flags 
at such times. She afterward appeared before Samaua and took the place. The Telegrato, 
of course, was denounced by Mr. Baez, as a pirate ; but (»be was not a pirate. She was 
making war on Mr. Baez's government, the same as General Cabral was in the Proviace of 
Azua, It was all a part of the same revolution. 

By Mr. Williams : 

Q. Do you know the fact that she interfered with any of our American ships ?— A. I only 
know that Mr. Horan told me there was a little American schooner belonging, I think, t» 
two persons residing at Samana, who had been there a short time ; and Mr. Horan told me, 
that the instant Luperon took charge, he was determined, of course, to collect all the pork 
charges of a regular government ; and this schooner tried to run away in the night to avoid 
paying port charges, and Luperon sent and brought her back. 

By Mr. ViCKERS : 

- Q. Do you know anything of the bill of health that has been spoken of 1 — A. Only froa 
hearsay; I know nothing about it myself. 

Q. Do you know the date of that? Was it when Cabral had possession? — A. Cabral 
unquestionably had possession of the place for a long time. 

Q. Was it during that time ?— A. Yes, sir. Allow me to tell you that while General Lu- 
peron was away from Samana in the Telegrafo he touched off Saona, and they had to cut 
wood ; they were out of coal, and went down to Barahona. On his way down he met with 
•ne or two or three Dominican vessels, and captured them and carried tbem into Barahona; 
and when he was there I believe he had an interview with General Cabral, who finally 
agreed to put their guns ashore and return to St. Thomas ; and I suppose that was the end 
•f the cruise. Then the difficulty arose in regard to the vessel at St. Thomas. 

4 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Explain what a bill of health is. — A. A bill of health is, to certify to the health of the 
place. This government generally requires a bill of health from the place from which eack^ 
vessel starts, and generally prefers that the bill of health shall be issued by oui' consul, though 
it IS customary in manv ports, where the bill of health comes from the authorities of the port, 
merely to have it ccrtihed as true. It is not so with us. I had printed bills of health sent 
out tome by the government of the United States, certifying in this form : ** I certify, that 

I, , consul, do hereby certify that the brig , master , belonging to 

, of so many tons and — guns, (whether she has any guns or not,) and having so 

many crew and so many passengers, being in all so many peisons on board of said vessel; 
and I do further certify that no contagious disease or epidemic exists in this port.*' That is 
what is called a clean bill of health. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Has anybody the light to issue that ? — A. None but an authority. It would not be 
recognized coming from anybody but an authority ; but there was no authority there except 
the Cabral party. Whether Hatch ever did si^u a document of that hind or not, 1 cannot 
tell ; but that, I was told, was one of the charges brought against him. I know nothiuf 
about it. 

By Mr. Howard: 
Q.. Kobody but an official could properly sign a bill of health f — A. Ko. 
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Bj- Mr. SCHURZ : 

Q. Suppose there were no official there 7 — A. Hatch was well ki^own in St. Thomaa, 
because ne had been a pri'<'&^ ^^ there : he was known to the people, and perhaps the^* mig^ht 
hayesaid, " Hatch, si^ this and we shall not be qnarantined." 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Would that confer the ric^ht on him to give a bill of health ? — A. Oh no, there would 
be no right abont it. I do not know that he ever did it. 

Bj Mr. Warner : 

Q. Do 70a know whether Baez, or the officers of his ^government, charged Mr. Hatch 
with having signed the bill of health of the Telegrafo ? — A. I never saw the proceedings 
against him ; I cannot say, bat I have heard it mentioned. 

Q. Did you ever hear Mr. Baez, or any officer of his government, charge Mr. Hatch with 
it in conversation with you t — A. No, I cannot say that I did ; and yet it is possible that I 
may have heard it. Delmonte and I used to talk a great deal together. It is possible that 
he may have mentioned to me that Hatch gave a bill of health ; but I do not remember it. 
I want to make one observation to the committee while I am on the subject of the Telegrafo. 
She was out of coal and was waiting in Samana Bay for a vessel from St. Thomas. It so 
happened, that a day or two after she ran away, and these two vessels of war were lying in 
Siunana Bay, there came in a British sloop with coal and other matters for Luperon — ^you 
may say, bringing him aid and comfort. She was seized ; but when the British consul talked 
to if r. Baez, the vessel was given up. It was not the Danish consul he had to deal with ; 
he did not snub Great Britain. I want to say, furthermore, in regard to Mr. Baez not allow- 
ing the vessel that came down to Hatch to proceed to Barahona, because it was in posses- 
sion of the enemy there, that at the time Mr. Baez held San Domingo City, and General 
Santana, daring their wars, held Barahona, the British consul told me that a vessel came for 
some purpose to go there and take British wood that belonged to British merchants from 
Barahona and carry it away. Mr. Baez said : ** No ; you canno( go^ because it is in posses- 
sion of the enemy." Sir Kobert Schamburg, a very distinguished man, was the then British 
consul general in San Domingo, and he said : **A8 consul general here, I will not allow Brit- 
ish interests to suffer from your constant revolutions ; this vessel must go on ;" and Baez let 
her go on, and she went down there and loaded and went away. 

Q. Did you hear in San Domingo that Mr. Hatch was charged with having signed the 
bill of health for this Cabral vessel, the Telegrafo ? — A. I heard it spoken of that he had 
signed a bill of health. 

Q. By whom was that spoken? — A. It was common conversation; but I paid very little 
attention to reports of that kind. I heard it mentioned ; it was not news to me ; it was 
mentioned as one of the charges. 

Bj Mr. ViCKERS : 

Q. Do you know the character of the murdered sailor ? — A. It was a most outrageous 
■mrder. I knew all about it, and for this reason : I incline to think the captain was on 
my balcony at the time he received news that a man had been stabbed. We sent for a doc- 
tor immediately. The captain asked me where we could find a doctor ; I said, ** I cannot 
tell you ; the principal doctors that I used to know. Dr. Delgado, &c., are in exile; but 
run around the comer to the druggist's store, close by, and I will send a servant with you, 
and the druggist can tell you where you can get a doctor.'* He went there ; but before the 
doctor could get on board, the man was dead. He was taken to the hospital, and there was 
a post-mortem examination. I saw the man ; he was stabbed through the heart, for I saw 
his heart. I buried him, and then I demanded the prisoner to send him home to the 
United States; but i\^e Dominican government insisted on their jurisdiction. I knew they 
#had a right to it, as it was in their port ; but still I tried to induce them to let me send him 
home in irons for trial. Finding that they insisted on trying him, I sent for the crew and 
examined every man, and I sent the affidavit of every seaman, and of the mate, to the Sec- 
tetary of State of the United States, and those affidavits are now in the State Department. 
It was a long time before the man was tried — perhaps two or three months ; but then it was 
not my business to interfere— the matter was off' my shoulders. Finally, he was tried and 
condemned to some years imprisonment, and I saw him creeping around the streets with 
chain and ball, working with the felons on the public squares. That is all I knew about the , 
man, until one day my son picked up the paper and said, ** Halloa, that fellow has been 
pardoned !" and we found that he had been pardoned. 

Q. Was it a very flagrant murder? — A. A perfect outrage. The two men had been fight- 
ing on shore, as has been stated ; but they got on board the vessel, and the murderer had got 
his supper and was smoking his pipe ; and finally both came together and high words took 
place, and this man asked a comrade for a knife, and took the knife, rushed at the other man, 
and stabbed him. There was a terrible time on boacd the vessel. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Was it not the result of a drunken frolic ? — A. Thsy had been drinkirg on shpr'*, ba 
the m|n was not drunk when he stabbed his comiade, as they said ; but no dcubt ha wa 
suffermg somewhat from the effects of liquor. » 
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By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. It h(M boon siated here that General Baez char]g^i you with bwai; a friend of the 
Cabral party. What have you to say to that? — A. That to me is the most astonishh^ 
tbioff I ever heard in my life. I will tell yon the story in a few words. Previonn to Cs- 
bral^ leaving: San Dominp^), at the time of the snccessful revolution of Baez, Mr. Felix 
Delmonte took refnge in my hoose. The town then was besieged by the Baez party. Thej 
were firing on it all the time. I told him, " There is no doubt Cabral will have to ^ive 
up; he will have to go away; he will have to capitulate." Wo used to talk every nig^ht; 
and I said to him that I wanted to be on the most friendly terms with Baez whenever be 
•bould come in, and that I wanted to carry out some ideas which I had with regard to the 
relations of the country with the United States, and I mentioned Samana to him. I had 
already had power from President Johnson to purchase Samana. I had fall power to pur- 
chase Samana, as Mr. Seward did not succeed when be went out in the Qettysbnrg. She 
had come out there at my request. I held two powers from the govemment at Washington, 
one to purchase Samana, and the other to make a commereiartreuty. I made a-commer- 
eial treaty — the only one ever made with San Dumingo^and a treaty of extradition. Delmonte 
said to me, **My friend, wait until Baez comes, and you and I can do everything we want." 
He was a great friend of Mr. Baez's coming in. Baez, a short time after his arrival, sent ibr 
me, and said, ** Consul, I want you to do me a favor." I asked him, *' What is that 7" Said 
he, ** I want you to persuade Delmonte to come into the ministry.'* Said I, '* I have always 
recommended him to do so. I want you to be surrounded by good find true men— men of 
intellect." Felix Delmonte is a very intelligent man, a great lawyer. Baez said to me, 
**Do try and peisnade him to come into the ministry." I went to Delmonte*s hot»eand 
met Gautier there ; he was trying to coax him, but it had no effect. I saw him and said, 
** Now, Delmonte, I have been a friend of yours ; yon must go into the cabinet of General 
Baez." Said he, *'My friend, I am a poor man, and in case Cabral should come back 
here, it would be the ruin of me." Then said I to him, ** Yon know that General Cabral 
knows me very well, and his party do, because I had twenty-two of them in asylum 
in my house for a long time, and they have been under some obligations to me. Be 
afraid of no danger; I will protect you in the event of any difficulty." Well, throucfh 
my persuasions, he was induced to take the place and become a cabinet minister. Then he 
and I and Baez commenced. I forwarded to Mr. Seward offers of annexation ; I asked for 
protection for Mr. Baez ; and as an ultimatum, if our government would not do either, I 
sent word that the Dominicans wanted money so bad that they would sell Samana. I kept 
that up during the whole of the year 1868, until the month of November. Mr. Seward was 
constantly replying to me, that as to protection it was an act of war and a very delicate 
matter ; and in regard to the other propositions he wrote me to this effect : " Mr.' Smith, not* 
withstanding the merits of the case, there are times when circumstances place an adminis- 
tration in such a position that what they might do at other times they cannot." You under- 
stand what that meant. Mr. Johnson was in trouble. That is what he alluded to. Mr. 
Seward' wrote me frequently about annexation, and kept it up until the month of February, 
1869. Mr. Seward was favorable to doing something with San Domingo. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. General Baboock states that (General Baez said to him that you wore in the interest of 
Cabral, and they believed you were in communication with him, and that your office was 
used as a means of communication with the Cabral force that was trying to be raised against 
the republic. Is there any truth in that at all ? — A. Nat a word. If you will listen to what 
I am stating, it will convince you by circumstances. Mr. Baez sent for me in November; 
he used to send for me three or/uur times a day. I went to see him at his request about 
the 8tb or iOth of November, 1868, and he said, ** I want yon to do something for me." I 
asked him, *'What is it? " He said: ''Will you send word for me to the United iStatesl 
I want to send a proposition to your government." I said to him, '* Make it out; send Del- 
monte to me ; let me know the nature of it, and I will send my son home with it. But, Mr. 
Baez, as he is going home on your account, you will have to bear the expense." Mr. Baez 
said: "Consul, we are very poor; I have not got a dollar; but after the business is 
finished, if you are at any expense, which you will b'e, of course, I will pay you. " I 
said: "I cannot say whether my government will be willing to pay your messenger; 
but I will see what I can do." I went to see a friend, and said to him : ''I want a thousaod 
dollars to send my son home with a proposition to the United States government." He told 
me, ** You can have anything you want." I told my son to get ready to take the proposition 
to the United States. That did not look like being unfriendly to Mr. Baez. My son came home; 
and he was the cause of the paragraph in President Johnson^s mei^sage of December, 1868— 
the last message which he sent to Congress — stating that the time had arrived when it was 
neoessaiy to look into the affairs of San Domingo. No doubt the gentlemen of the committee 
will remember a very favorable passage in President Johnson^s annual message of Decem- 
ber, 18t)8. I mention that to show how false any charge or insinuation of my beiog 
unfriendly to President Baez is. That was all got up by Cazneau and Fabens. Tbey 
wanted to destroy me because I was oppose 1 to concessitin). There is the whole story in 
a few words. I continued to receive confidential letters, some of tham eight pagys long* 



nkim HATCH 189* 

liDom Mr. Sow^rd, to commiimiefiletlie contents to President Baes, and I wrote him thirty<4wo 
letters on the sobject After Mr. Sewnrd went oat» I commenced mv corresponUenue with 
Mr. Fish, and reiterated what I had said to Mr. Seward, and told him that Baea wanted 
$200,000 or $3U0,000, and one or two men-of-war to protect him. I said to Baes one day, 
** What is the use of my doio^all this for you when you are employing that go*bolweea 
Fabens who runs backward and forward?" **Sir," said he, '*heis not my agent,'* and 
he liiied his hand under the very arch of the cathedral and said, ** By Jesus Christ, he is 
not.'* Delmonte said, " He is not ; no one but yourself." Mr. Baez sent for me shortly 
after that and told me, " Consul, I want to tell you something." This was in April, J869. 
Mr« Babcock left in July, and things had changed. In April, the time to which I have just 
alluded, Baez sent for mo and told me, ''Consul, do you know I have just received a letter 
from the minister for foreign relations in Hayti, at Port-au-Prince, stating that our charg^ 
d'affaires at Washington has communicated to us that a Mr. Fabens is running backward and 
forward — it is so reported — to General Grant, offering tbe annexation of the country of San 
Dom'ngo, and this causes great uneasiness to the Haytien government.'' Mr. Baez told me 
to write at once to the Secretary of State and tell him '* Mr. Fabens has not got that much 
authority" (snapping his fingers) *' from me to do anything of the kind ; he is iojuring me 
▼ery much by bringing this thing before the public, whereas all our business with you has 
been done secretly ; and we want it not to be known, for fear, if it should fail, it would over- 
throw me here ; we want to keep it a secret, and do it quietly until I know I am sustained 
by the United States government." 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Who said this to you ? — A. President Baez. I wrote to that eftect to Mr. Fish, but I 
never got more than one letter or so from Mr. Fish after he came into office. I heard, though, 
that my letter caused grave disquietude ; that Mr. Fl.sh oven sent on to New York for the 
late Attorney General, Mr. Evarts, on account of Spofford &> Tiloston, and they came and 
looked at tbe letter. Mr. Evarts saw it, at all events. My letter mude quite a noise about 
Fabens. Baez kept constantly asking me, ^* Do you hear anything from your government V* 
I told him no ; 1 got no replies. Fabens was running backward and forward, and find- 
ing that I did not hear from Mr. Fish, as I used to hear from Mr. Seward, constantly, Baez 
thought I had no longer any influence, and he began to look to those whom he supposed bad. 
He was so sure of it at one time, that in a conversation at his house he said, ** Well, if we 
are a State, who will be senators ?" Said I, ** You will be one." Said he, '* You will be tbe 
other.*" Mr. Charles H.- Neall, of New York, was sitting there at the time, and Baez took 
me by the arm and we walked up and down the room together with quite a hurrah, to show 
how we two would look as senators. 

By Mr. Warner : 

Q. You and Baez ? — A. Yes, sir ; but since I have seen the occupation you have, and your 
hard work at night, God knows I do not want to be a senator. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. It seems from your narration on this subject, that this question of the annexation of 
San Domingo to this country is not a new one. — A. Not at all. I have pressed it in my let- 
ters for years. You will find, if you look at my letters in the State Department, that ''an- 
nexation,'* '* protection,** '* the purchase of Samana,'* ''the lease of Samana,** all came from 
me. 

Q. You and Mr. Seward, you say, originated tbe measure 7 — A. I will tell you how it 
was. It was myself. When I got out there, and General Cabral was elected, he soon aflter 
his election called to pay his respects to me. I said to him, " General, what is the state of 
your country ? '* Said he, '' We are very poor indeed, and I do not know what we can do. 
Can you give us any assistance, consul 7 *' " Well,** said I, '' perhaps we might. What 
do you want 7'* Said he, "I cannot tell exactly.** Said I, "Send over your minis- 
ter of finance to me.** Th^ minister of finance came the following day, and 1 asked him, 
*' What do you want ? ** He said, "We want about a million.** Said I, " What can you 
give us as indemnity 7 We cannot agree to give money without getting something for it.** 
He said, " We have coal mines at Samana.** " Oh,** said I, *' we have plenty of coal in 
tbe United States ; we want something better than that. What do you think of Samana 
Bay as a naval station 7 ** He thought it might be brought about. 1 wrote to Mr. Seward, 
and pretty soon Mr. Frederick Seward and Admiral Porter came down in the Gettysburg 
with a hundred thousand dollars, and Mr. Pujol was appointed commissioner or plenipoten- 
tiary to meet those two gentlemen. They met in my parlor, and I translated a little for 
them, but had nothing to do with the commission. That failed. 

Q. You seemed to give direction not only to your own government, but to the govem- 
* meut down there 7— A. I talked pretty plainly to them. 1 took that liberty on account of 
my age. I gave them advice. 

Q. You say your friend Delmonte assured you that there would not be a hair of Hatch's 
head hurt 7 — A. That was the last night before he was sent to Azua. He said, " I will guar- 
antee my life that he will be safe.** 

Q You had no fear that any harm would come to him ? — ^A. He went away that night, 
but I knew very well his life was safe. 
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Q. Then yoa never, after that, entertained any apprehension that Mr. Hatch's life wu in 
danger T — A. No ; bat they were determined to pursue him, and debase him, if possible. 

Q. At the time General fiabeock was there were you under the impression, or not, that 
he wouM be released 7 — A. He had not been tried then. 

Q. This friend of yours, Delmonte, told you that Hatch was filing to Azna to be tried?— 
A. Tee, sir. 

Q. From that time until after his trial did you make any efifbrts to have him releaved T — 
A. I was all the time after Baez about it ; but the fact is that there was very little time in- 
tervening. 

Q. Did you make any demand for his release f— A. Nothing more than an argument with 
Mr. Baes. 

Q. From the time he went down, had you not the assurauce of Delmonte that a hair of 
his head should not be touched 7 — A. Exactly. 

Q. From that time till after he was tried, did you make any active efforts for his release T — 
A. I think nothing occurred ; only three or four days intervened, and Delmonte told me 
that the law must take its course. 

Q. Did you, at anv time during your administration, ever make a written demand or re- 
quest for Hatch's release, to Baez, or anybody eUef — A. I think nothing more than a for- 
mal demand, personally. 

Q. A verbal demand 7 — A. A verbal demand. 

Q. Then there was no correspondence 7 — A I think there wa^ ne correspondenoe on the 
subject. 

Q. And you felt entirely sure that he would not be harmed 7 — A. Perfectly secure. 

Q. Did yon report that fact to the government here 7 — A. I reported, as far as my eTi- 
denc« went, in mv letters ; I reported to the government the position of things, and that I 
had made demands. I cannot really say, under oath, whether I ever wrote a note to Baez 
on the subject, but I was constantlv in communication with him, and I reported to our gOY- 
emment that I thought that if, as formerlv, I had control over the vessels of war coming 
there, that if the Tuscarora had been under my orders, I could, with my inflaence, and the 
captain of a man-of-war, have stopped the suit entirely, and could have shown Mr. Baez 
that the best thing to do was to let Mr. Hatch go ; I think I wrote to that effect. 

Q. Did you over write to the government that Mr. Hatch was not in danger of being exe* 
cuted 7 — A. I had no time to do that, because Mr. Hatch was sentenced in three or four days. 

Q. Did you receive any reply to any dispatch you sent to the government on that subject 
before your time expired? — A. No, sir ; they never wrote me a word about it. 

Q. At. the time General Babcock was there, had you any apprehension as to Hatch's safe- 
ty 7 — A. General Babcock and I had very little conversation. I recollect that once I spoke 
•f Mr. Hatch's case and I told him that Mr. Hatch was a highly respectable man, and I 
lold him of the mines he was interested in, and then he asked mc, ** Has not that coacession 
7" 



By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Who asked you that question 7 — A. General Babcock. He asknd, ** Has not that con 
eession lapsed 7" I told him I thought not. Of course I should say that General Babcock 
was associated with Cazneau and Fauens, and I locked on them as block sheep. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. It is evident that your feeliug was not favorable toward them 7-^ A. It was not. I 
never heard of General Cazneau until, when I was about to leave the United Suites, a gentle- 
man called on me and told me not to have anything to do with that man. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. You had feelings of distrust as to Cazneau and Fabeus when you went there 7— A. Fa- 
hens was not there for nine months after I got there. 

Q. Button had feelings of distrust in Cazneau 7— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You feel so now 7 — A. I have no opinion of General Cazneau, not the least. 

Q. That is, you have a bad opinion 7— A. An unfavorable opinion, from the many stones I 
have heard. 1 do not want to speak about him ; 1 am too old a man to talk about other 
people's characters. 

Q. Have you the same opinion about Fabensf— A. Not so much so. I look upon him 
more as an instrument of Cazneau. I think everything emanates from Cazneau, and par- 
ticularly from Madame Cazneau. She hua a complaint called the eacoethes scribendi ; there 
is no end to her letters ; she is the correspondent of the Herald. 

Q. You say you were negotiating for annexation originally. Did you do that thinking it 
would be an advantage to the United States?— A. I had natliino: lo do with that, becaase I 
had gone away. I had powers to purchase Samana, or lease it, and make a commercial 
treaty ; but the propositions to annex were made by the Dominican goveroment to our gov- 
ernment. I wrote to Mr. Seward by their request in this way: *' Suppose at any time, bj 
acclamation, the United States flag is put up at different places, and the people cry out * We 
want annexation ;' in such an event what would the United States do 7" Mr. Seward wrote 
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me back that of conne oar government conld hare nothin)^ to do with a tbing of that kind 
unless it was by a constitutional TOte of the people properly expressed. These were merely 
conjectures, propositions, passine between us. 

Q. What were your views 7 — ^A. The fact is, I cannot tell about it. There were many 
people in favor of it, and many ag^ainst it. I knew it was my duty, as consul of the United 
States, to place these thinj^s before my government. 

Q. Did you deem it important for our government to have Samana? — A. Very important 
as a naval station, unquestionably. 

Q. Do you think so now? — A. Unquestionably. I do believe it a fine position. All that 
is in my correspondence ; but what I objected to there was to the large concessions that 
were made ; and that is what has caused the animosity to me. When Mr. Fabens went 
oat there, at the request of General Banks, to ascertain the debt of San Domingo, General 
Banks, as chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, gave him a letter. Mr. Seward 
sent me a copy of that letter. General Banks particularlv stated in that letter that large 
franchises or concessions would defeat annexation, even if it passed the lower house ; and 
for that reason I particularly told Delmonte, and told Baez, ** Do not concede ; never give 
an inch away of Samana Bay ; do not concede an inch to anybody." I said to them that I 
knew Cazneau was always after concessions. They were friendly to me then. When I 
said that, Delmonte said, "My dear sir, the other day he asked for a concession that would 
reach from San Domingo to the town of San Juan, nfty-four leagues off on the frontier" — 
one hundred and fifty miles. Baez said, *' He might as well ask me for the whole republic.*' 
At the same time, notwithstanding their positive promise that they would not give an inch 
of mund on Samana, they went and conceded all the mines and woods to Hartmont & Co., 
of Liondon, by special treaty. 

Q. Then your objection to it is entirely on account of the concessions that have been 
made ? — A. That was one objection ; and another objection I made was, that there are a 
great number of the first people out of the country, and I do not think you can take the sen- 
timent of San Domingo without consulting them, at all events. 

By Mr. SCHURZ : 

Q. Do you say that there are a great many of the first people of the country away ? — A. 
Yes ; a great many banished. 

Q. In banishment now ?— A. Tes, sir ; when Senator Cole was in San Domingo City, I 
stood on my balcony with him and said, ** Senator, do you see that house ?" " Yes." ** The 
owner of that house is in banishment." I pointed him to another, " Do you see that house ? 
There are two out of that house in banishment. From the house I live in, father and son 
are in banishment." '* Do you see that house at the comer 7" '* Yes." *' And that one 
yonder ?" ** Yes." " All the people from those houses have been banished. " Said he, 
" You surprise me." 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. On what consideration were these grants or concessions of lands made on the 
island ? — A. They made concessions allowing certain time to make certain explorations ; to 
do certain things. 

Q. Grants upon conditions that were to be fulfilled by the grantees 7 — A. Exactly. 

Q. The grantee had to do certain things before he became entitled to an absolute grant 7 — 
A Yes, sir ; if the time passed away, the grant would lapse. That is generally the nature 
of the grant 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. What is the Fabens survey concession f — A. I do not know ; I cannot tell. I did not 
attempt to keep the run of them. I knew the salt concessions very well. 

By the Chairman: 

Q. You seem to be somewhat familiar with the grant to Mr. Hatch 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you ever conferred with the Secretary of State on that subject, there or here 7 — 
A No, sir ; I had nothing to do with Mr. Hatch's grant. He carried on all his own corre- 
spondence. 

Q. Did you say to Mr. Fish that if that salt grant could be upheld and sustained you 
would do what you could to help annexation 7 — A. No, sir. I told him 

Q. Wait a moment. Before going further I wish to ask you another question. Did Mr. 
Fish reply to you that Mr. Schell and the persons holding that grant knew better than to 
send any such proposition to him 7 — A. He replied rather curtly ; but now allow me to tell 
you how that was — I will explain it. 

Q. I want first to set what you did say. Did you understand my first question 7 — A, 
Perfectly. I will tell you what he sud and what I said. On leaving New York to come - 
here, as it was known I was coming to Washington, I was called on by Frederick M. Kelley, 
who, it appears, is the acting agent here for the salt mines ; and Mr. Kelley walked with me 
and talked with me going on the street till I got to the boat ; and he told me to mention to 
Mr. Fish, ** We have a strong influence in Congress, and if they will secure our salt grant we 
will go strongly for annexation," or something to that effect ; so much as to intimate that if 

S. Eep. 234—11 
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the goyernment did otherwise it miffht be otherwise. I did not first speak of it, bat my son 
was with me, and he mentioned the fact to Mr. Fish in conyersation. Mr. Fish tamed around 
and said,,**! neyer thought yoa would g^ve me a messa^ of that kind,** or sometbinfi^ to 
that effect ; but as to my influence it was nothin^if. I did not care about it at all. I have no 
interest in the salt mine, and do not care a straw about it. 

Q. Pld you, or your son in your presence, say that if this goyemment would see to it 
that that salt mine was protected you could bring a strong influence upon Congress to procure 
the ratification of the treaty 7 — ^A. I cannot repeat the exact words used. My son first spolce 
of it. I asked him afterward, ** Why did you speak of it ?** and he said, **I do not know.** 
llie substance of it was that he repeated Kelley's words, that if the goyemment would pro- 
tect the salt mine, the salt association would strengthen the annexation project yery greatly 
through their influence, not our influence; we had nothing to do with it. We were only 
repeating his words. I cared nothing about it, and I was only sorry that the matter was 
mentioned. 

Q. What was Secretary Fish*s reply 7 — A. He seemed quite offended that such a proposition 

should be made. I told him it was not my proposition ; I cared nothing about it. I told 

. Kelley about it when I went back to New York, and I said to him, ** Unfortunately, your 

communication was repeated there, which I regret yery much, as 'it is nothing to me what- 

eyer.** 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. There haye been some interrogatories put to you in regard to your interference con- 
cerning Mr. Hatch. After Mr. Hatch had been sentenced, and his sentence had been com- 
muted to banishment, did you then demand of Baez that he should be released 7 — A. I did, 
personally, and he told me that he should be released as soon as he could haye the process 
drawn up properly and handed to me ; that when that was finished he would be released. 
I belieye he stated the same thing to my successor, Mr. Perry, for a long time. 

Q. Did you ask him repeatedly 7 — A. Kepeat^dly. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. He neyer refused to surrender him 7 — A. No ; he always kept putting it off. 

By Mr. Vickers : 
Q. Did you consider that a mere pretext for delay 7 — A. A mere pretext for delay. 

By Mr. Warner : 

Q. What do you know of Mr. Hatch's conduct toward CabraPs goyemment while Baez 
was trying to oyertum it 7 — A. Mr. Hatch was liying there yery quietly ; he was yery 
friendly with the Cabral goyemment at that time. Sometimes he would go oyer to St. 
Thomas and bring down goojs, d&c He liyed a good while during the Cabral government 
in the city of San Domingo, and occasionally he would go down to Barahona. He was en- 
gaged there in having a railroad surveyed and other matters. 

Q. Do you know of his doing anything in aid of Cabral 7 — A. The only aid he ever gave 
Cabral was this : that at the time Mr. Seward was there in the Gettysburg trying to make a 
treaty, the Cabral government wanted $700, or $800, or (1,000, or some such amount, and 
BLatch loaned it to them, and had great difficulty in getting it back again. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. Was Cabral then in power 7— A. Tes ; that was in the early part of his reign. It was 
in January, 1867, when Mr. Seward and Admiral Porter were there. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. So that Cabral was his debtor f — A. For two or three months. 

Q> Were you aware that Cabral had confirmed Hatch's gprant of the salt mines 7 — A. I 
recollect it perfectly well. I think the papers were lodged in the office. . 

Q. Were you aware that Baez had refused to confirm it 7 — A. I was not there during the 
time Baez was in power, previous to Cabral's administration. I heard that Baez had re- 
fused to confirm it, and that Hatch subsequently got it confirmed by the Cabral govern- 
ment. 

By Mr. Warner : 

Q. What do you know of his conduct after Baez came into power, and while Cabral was 
trying to overthrow him 7 — A. I have already stated that when Mr. Baez came into power 
Mr. Hatch was living at Barahona, and was immediately brought up to San Domingo City, 
and was allowed to return and lie there quietly almost a year before we heard anything. 

Q. Do you know of his aiding Cabral in any way to overthrow the Baez government 7— 
A. Not at all. I never knew anything about it except the stories they told to try to iujare 
him ; but I placed no reliance on them. I do not think Mr. Hatch ever did anything to 
cause such tremendous persecution as he suffered at the hands of Mr. Baez. 

Q. What was the date of Mr. Hatch being sent to Azua after you had the conversation 
with Delmonte, in which he assured you that Hatch should not be hurt 7 — A. I think about 
the 18th of September. 
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Q. How loDff after that were jon relieved by Mr. Perry? A. On the 16th of November. 

Q. What, itanything, did yon say to Mr. Ferry about Mr. Hatch, and what did he say 
in reply? — A. I told him the whole story of Mr. Hatch, the situation of things there, as I 
thought it my duty to do; I told him how Hatch was situated, and I thought he had better 
try to ^t him released as soon as possible. 

Q. What did you say, if anything, to Gleneral Babcock about Mr. Hatch, and what did he 
say in reply ? — A. I said very little to Greneral Babcock about Mr. Hatch ; we talked about 
other matters ; I did not know that General Babcock was an ofiBicial until the arrival of the 
Tuscarora ; as I mentioned, he never told me himself. 

Q. What did he say to you at any time about Mr. Hatch 7 — A. We mav have had some 
little talk about Hatch, but the chief conversation was on the night of the arrival of the 
Tnscarora, in regard to which General Babcock admits that my son called on him and asked 
him if he would Jet the Tuscasora go down for Hatch. 

Q. After Mr. Hatch was sent to Azua, did you have any fear of his life at any time? — A. 
No ; because I was assured by Delmonte that he would not be shot. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Tou say you had a conversation with Mr. Perry about^Hatch ? — A. I merely told Mr. 
Perry the circumstances. 

Q. Did Perry say anything to you about any conversation on his part with General Bab- 
cock ? — A. Oh, no ; we were perfect strangers. I was only there two or three days after he 
arrived. 

Q. You spoke of Cazneau and Fabens as being ** black sheep ? " — ^A. In my estimation. 
That is all I mean. 

Q. What is the ground of your estimation? — A. The ground is what I have heard from 
many persons, not so much in regard to Fabens, because he seemed to be under the control 
of Cazneau. I do not know so much: about Fabens. He was not there the first nine months 
I was in San Domingo, and after that he never made it a permanent residence ; he was pass- 
ing to and fro all the time ; but General Cazneau*s reputation, with a great many people, does 
not stand well. w 

Q. What is the defect in his reputation 7 ~ A. I have heard of his antecedents in Texas, 
and of one thing and another. It is not for me to speak further. 

Q. Has he^ in San Domingo, the reputation of being a rogue in business matters ? — A. 
There were some unfortunate schemes that they got up. There was what they called the San 
Domingo Cotton Company, and thev got a number of poor creatures in New York to go down, 
noder specious pamphlets, setting rorth the delightful place it was. A number of poor peo- 
ple came there and went out a number of miles from San Domingo City, on the river, and they 
simply went there and died. Very few ever returned. Oar then commercial agent, in his 
report; states that the few that remained crept into San Domingo City, and were glad to get 
home. That San Domingo Cotton Company was a terrible failure, and a great many lives 
were lost by it. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. How many lives were lost ? — A. I cannot tell you ; 100 or 200 went down. 
Q. What was the disease of which they died ? — A. The fever. 

By Mr. Vickers : 
Q. At what time does the fever commence there ? — A. The fever is always in the country. 

By Mr. Warner : 

Q. Do you know anything of General Babcock's having any interest in land grants in San 
Domingo, or any other money interests there ? — A. No, sir. I do not know who are inter- 
ested. I know that I warned that government not to make grants. 

By Mr. Vickers : 

Q. What was the opinion of the people about annexation when you left there ? — A. In 
the towns generally, particularly in San Domingo City, there are many people much in 
favor of it; and then again there are other men of high standing, who are positively opposed 
to it. How it may stand in point of actual majority, I do not know. One gentleman of 
very high standing said to me, '* It will never answer; the fact is that Spain tried it. She 
came here bringing the same religion, the same language, the same vices, and what was the 
result ? She paid immense sums from her treasury every month, and the people were not 
prosperous ; the rents that had been J200 a year rose to $2,000 a year, and we were not 

satisfied.*' 

June 15, 1870. 

0. E. Babcock recalled. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Question. I understand you have one or two further documents, which bear on the subject 
we are inquiring into ?— Answer. After the signing of the treaty I started back, leaving 
Captain Bunco in charge of the Nantasket ; there was only one man-of-war I could leave 
there, and this^^as the letter of instructions I gave to him : 
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^'Uhited States Steamee Albany, 

*' Of San Domingo, December 3, 1869. 

** Captain : I have Che honor to inform you that in accordance with Instructions from the 
President of the United States I have concluded negotiations with the Dominican Republic 
for the lease of the bay and peninsula of Samana, and other purposes. In this negotiation 
the President has guaranteed to the Dominican Bepnblic protection from all foreign inter- 
position during the time specified in the treaties for submitting the same to the people of the 
Dominican Republic. For this purpose the Hon. Secretary of the Nary was directed to 
place three armed vessels in this narbor, sulyect to my instructions ; two of these vessels to 
remain in the waters of the republic of San Domingo, the third to return to the United States 
with me. But two of the vessels have arrived, the Albany and your own. As it is possible 
that the third vessel may have been ordered to the Bay of Samana, I shall proceed there to- 
morrow to ascertain, and at the same time to take possession of the bay and peninsula in 
the name of the United States. I shall raise the Uniied States flag on shore, and shall leave 
a small g^rd with it. Should another vessel arrive here, will you please to show the com- 
manding officer this letter and request him to go at once to the bay of Samana and report to 
me. In case I am not there with the Albany, I will leave with the guard there a letter of 
instructions. 

'* Ton will please make the south side of this Island your cruising ground, making this 

place your headquarters. Ton will please extend to President Baez and the officials here 

such courtesies as you may think best. Should you find any foreign Jntervention intended, 

yo u will uaft jdL your force to carry out to ^i^fiL^^^^pir thn guarantneg giTrnJp tTffrtmntra 

^ / I "The Dominican Republic fear trouble from the Haytien border about Jacmel. Ton will 

/ / pl^ease inform the people, in case you are satisfied there is an intended Intervention, that such 

^ / mtervention, direct or indirect, will be regarded as an unfriendly act toward the United 

y States, and take such steps as you think necessary. 

/ *' I have requested President Baez to notify you through our commercial agent, Mr. B. H. 
Perry, if he has any information of service to you. Will you please to communicate often 
with the authorities h^j^ and forward from time to time to Washington all information jou 
may think useful to yoV government 7 

**I suppose that it is the intention of the Navy Department to place the two vessels here 
under the admiral commanding the Gulf squadron. 

** In the execution of this duty you viill have to act upon your own judgment, as it is impos- 
sible to anticipate all the circumstances which may arise. You will please regard this com- 
munication as confidential, except the part relating to the lease of the bay and peninsula of 
Samana. 

** You will use steam in all cases where needed. I will request the Navy Department to 

provide you a supply^ at an early day. 

"I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

* O. E. BABCOCK, 

** Secretary. 
** Lieutenant Commander Francis M Bunce, U. S. N., 

** Commanding U. S. S, Nantasket, off San Domingo," 

By Mr. ScpuRZ : 

Q. Is that from your own copy-book ? — ^A. That is from a memorandum I kept at the 
time ; had no book with me. When I got to Samana I found that no other vessel had arrived, 
and so I wrote this letter and left it there to be given to the commander of any vessel that 
might come in : 

"United States Steamer Albany, 

" Bay of Samana, December 7, 1869. 

** Sir : The inclosed letter of instructions will serve to guide you, if assigned to the duty 
referred to. Will you please to make the north side of the island your cruising ground, 
making Porto Plata your headquarters ? The remark made in the letter to CaptsSn Bance 
about the Haytien border at Jacmel, applies equally to the Haytien border at Cape Hayti. 
Will you please to visit that place and give the authorities there the same information about 
any intervention, if you think there is an intended intervention from that place ? You will 
have to use your own judgment in the execution of this duty. I know that it is the wish of 
the President to give tnem full protection against foreign intervention. 

*' I am informed that our government has coal at Cape Hayti; if so, and you can arrange 
it so as to exchange cruising ground with Captain Bunce to enable him to coal, you will 
please do so. 

** I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

"O. E. BABCOCK, 

** Secretary. 

**To the commanding officer of any United States naval vessel arriving here." 



DAVIS HATCH. 165 

John Somers Smith recalled. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : ^ 

Queetion. Do yoxx know whether General Babcock carried any dispatch from the Baei 
government in relation to Mr. Hatch 7 — Answer. I heard so. 

Q. From whom did you hear it? — ^A. From Captain Queen. 

Q. What did Captain Qaeen tell you 7 — A. The Tuscarora and the Tybee sailed the same 
afternoon. They left the harbor together, and three weeks afterward Captain Queen 
returned. The first words he said to me on meeting me were, *' Ton need not give yonr^ 
self any more trouble about that man, for General Babcock has carried the proofs of his guilt 
in black and white." 

Q. Whom did he mean. Hatch? — A. Mr. Hatch. I said to him, *' How do you know it ?" 
Said he, ** We were outside the port and General Babfeock signified his wish to communis 
cate to me," and Captain Queen told me, in the presence of my son, that he got that informa- 
tion from General Babcock. 

By Mr. Yickers : 
Q. Where is your son now ? — A. At San Antonio, Texas. 

By Mr. SCHURZ : 

Q. Did you communicate that to Mr. Fish, the Secretary of State ? — A. I communicated it 
to Mr. Fish in a dispatch, stating the facts that Captain Queen had related to me ; and I said 
that I deprecated the conduct of any Americans — alluding not only to General Babcock, but 
likewise to Mr. Cazneau and others — who, if they could not aid an unfortunate countryman 
in a dilemma, would participate in any way with his enemies in endeavoring to crush him, 
or something to that effect. I wrote warmly to Mr. Fish about it. 

Q. Do you know what the population of the Dominican Republic is ? — A. There were 
two Elements of Geography published in San Domingo City after the evacuation of the 
Spanish ; one in 1866, I think, and the other in 1867 ; one by Marini, and the other by 
Gareda. Marini gives the population at 213,000, and Gareda estimates it at about 300,000. 

Q. Have you any information yourself ?— A. No further than what I gleaned from the 
people. I talked with Felix Delmonte about it at the time I received the dispatch in rela- 
tion to Mr. Fabens going there. Mr. Delmonte estimated the population at about 300,000. 
I myself^ though, do not think there are over 200,000. 

Q. Do you think there are as many as that?— A. About 200,000, I think. 

Q. You said something yesterday about Mr. Cazneau^s settlement enterprise having en- 
ticed a great many emigrants there ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When was that? — A. In 1863, I think. There was a scheme got up in New York, 
called, I believe, the New York and San Domingo Cotton Company, and a great many peo- 
ple were induced to go out. 

Q. Do you know how many people went out there 1 — ^A. I do not 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Do you know anything about it except what you heard there ? — A. There is evidence 
in the consular records there, that nearly all that went out found no kind of settlement and 
died of fever or escaped. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Do vou know anything about the mines of San Domingo ?— A. There are, no doubt, 
strong indications of mines. There has been some little gold gathered in particles by the 
country people ; but I never saw any evidences of any quantity of gold during the time I was 
there. There are strong indications of copper. 

Q. Did you know of any professional mmers going there t — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you know whether a Mr. Rice and a Mr. Packer went there ? — A. I knew both Rice 
and Packer ; they were invited out there to search for gold in the Jaine River. Mr. Rice was 
an old California miner, a man I suppose of fifty-five or fifty-six years of age, and Packer was 
a young man. They prepared their cradles in San Domingo City ; went out and cradled 
for gold, and returned to San Domingo City about ten days afterward, and in my office said 
the whole thing was a humbug. 

By Mr. Vickers : 

Q. Yon spoke of the fev^r in San Domingo as existing through the year ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What is the character of the fever, and can a white man labor in the open air? — A. 
The fever is of an intermittent character ; I do not think white labor can survive to cultivate 
the land ; free labor by whites will not answer in San Domingo. 

By the Chairbian : 

Q. Do you say that free labor will not do there ? — ^A. Free white labor. 

By Mr. Yickers : 

Q. What are the productions of the country ? — A. The chief productions are in the pro- 
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yinces of Seybo, La Vega, and Santiago. Thej raise a laree crop of tobaccOi some seventy 
or eiehty thousand ceroons. That is tne most valuable proauct. There is some little cofiee 
raised in the same provinces, and some little in the province of San Domingo, at San 
Christobal, but not more than sufficient for the consumption of the country. There are 
twentj'five thousand quintals of sugar raised in the province of Azua, and a little in San 
Christobal, in the province of San Domincpo, but they do not export half of it, not above 
ten thousand quintals ; the rest is consumed in the country. 

Q. Do they cut wood?— A. A great deal of wood is cut near the coast. There is an 
abundance of wood, but in the interior there is no means of communication so as to bring 
it to market. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. What kind of wood 7 — ^A. Mahogany, logwood, lignumvitse, and a variety of cabmet 
woods. 

Q. Do those woods crow there luxuriantly? — A. Luxuriantly; and in the interior, in the 
province of La Veea, there are immense pine forests, but they are utterly unavailable ; there 
is no more use made of them than to gqt a pine knot to make a torch. They are entirely in- 
accessible fur want of communication. There was a saw-mill in that quarter, but the par- 
ties had to give it up. 

By Mr. Yickers : 

Q. What is the intellectual condition of the people in the country 7 — A. In the country 
they are entirely ignorant ; in the interior, perhaps, not one man in fifty can read or write. 
^ Q. Are they an excitable people, and ready to follow any general or leader in any revolu- 
tionary movement ? — A. Yes, sir ; you can see that by the constant revolutions they, have 
had. 

Q. Did you communicate to General Babcock that you had no fear of the life of Mr. 
Hatch ? — A. General Babcock's interviews with myself were very limited, and I did not 
know that he was an officer of the government until the arrival of the Tuscarora, as I men- 
tioned last night. Everybody knew my sentiment. I did not think for one moment that Mr. 
Hatch was a guilty man, in any way. 

Q. Did you communicate to General Babcock that you had no fear for his life ?— A. No ; 
I did not know it when he went away. It was subsequent to his departure that I got that 
information. 

Q. Did you see General Babcock on his second visit?— A. No ; I had lefl there two days 
previous to h b arrival. 

By theCnAKMAN: 

Q. Were you ever at Azua ?— -A. I never went down there. 
Q. Were you ever at Barahona ? — A. No. 

Q. Did you go into the country at all 7— A. Only in the neighborhood of San Domingo 
City. 

By Mr. ViCKERS : 

Q. What is the population of San Domingo City 7— A. Some put it down at 7,000, others 
at 10,000. I think it must be at least 8,000. It is a city large enough to contain 30,000 or 
40,000 inhabitants. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Is the population chiefly black 7 — ^A. Most of them black ; but a good many colored '' 
people, and some almost white. 

By Mr. Williams : 

Q. When did Delmonte tell you that you need have no apprehensions that Mr. Hatch 
would be harmed 7 — A. The night he was ordered to be taken aown to Azua. 

Q. Was that before or after General Babcock left 7 — A. After. That was told me in con- 
fidence. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Were yon in the habit of giving bills of health to vessels clearing from the port of San 
Domingo 7 — A. Of course to those coming from the United States I gave all the bills of 
health. 

Q. Did you ever give anything but a clean bill of health to a vessel from that port ? — A. I 
think not. I think there was no epidemic at the time I was there. 

Q. If there had been any great disease there, you would not have given a clean bill of 
health 7 — A. Certainly not. 

J. W. Fabens called. 

Mr. Howard. Mr. Fabens, we have invited you before this committee for the purpose of 
hearing some statements from you, if you see fit to make them. I suppose you are entirely 
aware of the rules of international law in respect to your privileges. 

Mr. Warner. Has Mr. Fabens been sworn ? 
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Mr. Howard. He has not been. I suppose it is entirely discretionary with Mr. Fabens 
whether he will make any statement before as, or whether he will be sworn. I take it, the 
law leaves it entirely to his discretion. We have no right to call him as a witness ; I do 
not think we have any right to swear him as a witness ; and £ take it, the law leaves it to 
his discretion whether he will make a statement or whether he will not, or whether he will 
be sworn or not. You can say, Mr. Fabens, what you will do. 

Mr. Fabens. I am perfectly willing to make a statement and be sworn here. 
Mr. Howard. Are you willing to be sworn ? 
Mr. Fabens. lam. 

Mr. SCHTTRZ. Are you willing to submit to any cross-examination ? 
Mr. Fabens. I am willing to submit to anv examination that does not imply any expo- 
snre of state secrets, such as conversations that may have occurred with the Secretary of 
State, or the President, without their previous consent. 
Mr. ScHURZ. What you consider state secrets in your discretion 7 

Mr. Fabens. Yes. 

Mr. Howard. Of course he must be allowed that discretion. 

The Chairman. He has the same privilege that Mr. Fish had about that. 

Mr. Howard, (to Mr. Fabens.) You can be sworn or make your statement without oath, 
as you prefer. 

Mr. ScHURZ. As the committee are aware, I objected to Mr. Fabens^s examination, under 
snch circumstances, and I wish that objection to go on record. 

The Chairman. A general objection to swearing him ? 

Mr. ScHURZ. No ; an objection to his examination if he has any state secrets to reserve. 

Mr. Howard. Will Senator Schurz be good enough to state a little more definitely what 
his objection is 7 

Mr. Schurz. I object to Mr. Fabens being examined at all, if he cannot be cross-examined 
with entire freedom, and if he has any reservations to make concerning important points in 
this investigation. 

Mr. YiCKERS. It is understood, I believe, that Mr. Fabens has not been summoned as a 
witness. 

The Chairman. He has been requested to come. 

Mr. Howard. Invited to come before the committee 7 

Mr. Schurz. I understood at first that Mr. Fabens had offered himself as a witness. 

The Chairman. No ; I requested him to come. 

Mr. Williams. I submit to the committee that as this is a proceeding on the part of the 
government of the United States to hold the Dominican government responsible for its 
treatment of Mr. Hatch, accompanied with a claim for damages on that government, Mr. 
Fabens, as the representative of the Dominican government^ should be allowed, on behalf 
of his government, to state to this committee whatever he pleases in reference to Mr. Hatch, 
or mattera connected with his claim. I think his government is entitled to be heard on this 
question. 

Mr. Howard. I think so. And he may do it either with or without oath, as he pleases. 

Mr. Williams. I think it is discretionary with him to submit himself to any examina- 
tion or not ; but he may make such statement to this committee as he sees proper, on behalf 
of his government, in reference to this matter of damages. . 

The Chairman. It must be so, as we are trying that government, apparently. 

Mr. Howard. Of course. 

The Chairman. Now, I will ask Mr. Fabens whether he will be sworn, or whether he 
will make his statement without oath. 

Mr. Williams. I think he had better go on and make his statement. 

Mr. Howard. The Secretary of State was not sworn. 

Mr. Williams. I move that Mr. Fabens procised to tell us what he sees proper about the 
case of Mr. Hatch. 

The Chairman. That will be understood to be the sense of the committee. 

Mr. Howard, (to Mr. Fabens.) Were you acquainted with Davis Hatch 7 — A. I was. 

Q. Where did you first know him 7 — A. I first knew him in San Domingo City. 

Q. At what time 7 — A. I think it was in J 865. 

Q. In what capacity was he acting at that period ? — A. He was representing a salt inter- 
est, a concession from the Spanish government to some New York gentlemen of a salt mine 
nearNeyba. 

Q. Was your acquaintance with him intimate or casual 7 — A. It was pretty intimate. 

Q. Where did he reside at that time in San Domingo 7 — ^A. At the capital, San Domingo 
City. 

Q. Was that the only branch of business he was engaged in 7 — A. That was all he was 
engaged in at that time that I am aware of. 

Q. Were you in San Domingo in 1868 and 1869 7— A. I was there in the early part of 
1868. I left there on the 20th of April, 1868, I think, and came here to Washington. 

Q. State whether you are a native of the United States, and whether you are an American 
citizen, or whether you have laid aside your nationality. — A. I am a native of the United 
States, and an American citizen. 
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By tbe Chairman : 
Q. Of what State are you a native 7 — A. Masaachusetts. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. Are you now the minister plenipotentiary of the Dominican Republic ? — A. I am. 
Q. Are you a Dominican citizen 1 — A. I am not. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. I find this statement made by Mr. Perry in a letter to the Secretary of State of the 
United States, dated June 7, 1870, to which I wish to call your attention : 

** I sailed on tbe steamer Tybee on the 3d day of November, 1869, for San Domingo, and 
met on the voyage Mr. Fabens, who was full of his accounts of the rascality of a Mr. Hatch, 
and expressed a wish I should not release him on my arrival at San Domingo, as he was an 
enemy to Baez and annexation, and also to himself and Cazneau ; and that he (Fabens) and 
his friend Cazneau, as he represented, a man of great wealth and influence in San Domingo 
and at Washington, would mdorse me ; that I had a great opportunity for making a rapid 
fortune, &c." 

State to the committee what you may think proper to say on the subject of that alle- 
gation in Mr. Perry's letter. — A. There is no truth in it at all. I cannot, of course, 
recollect all the conversations that may have occurred on the ship going down ; but I am 
satisfied that there was no conversation of that nature, nothing of that character in regard 
to Hatch, as at that time I was convinced that Mr. Hatch was at liberty. Neither did I ever 
understand that Mr. Hatch was opposed to annexation or would under any circumstances do 
anything to retard it. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. Did you have any conversation with Mr. Perry about Mr. Hatch 7 — ^A. I do not recol- 
lect mentioDing the name of Mr. Hatch on that voyage. 

Q. Do you recollect what your conversations with Mr. Perry were, about Hatch 7 — A. J 
do not distinctly — I cannot call them up. 

Q. So you only say that, although you do not recollect what your conversations were 
about him, this statement is not correct 7 — A. Yes, sir ; I am satisfied that this statement 
is not correct. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Please give vour reasons for that belief in your own mind, if you have any 7 — A. My 
reasons are, as I nave stated, that I had no grounds for believing that Mr. Hatch was de- 
tained at that time, and I had no such feelings toward Mr. Hatch ; I did not suppose that 
he could influence the question of annexation, or was disposed to do so, unfavorably. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. Do you say that you had no knowledge of Mr. Hatch being detained 7 — ^A. At that 
time I understood, not that he had been pardoned, but that his sentence of death had been 
commuted to banishment; that is the information that I had received. 

Q. Had you any knowledge of the imprisonment and trial of Mr. Hatch 7 — ^A. I heard of 
it ; I was in the States at the time ; I was in New York. 

Q. Were you in San Domingo in July and August, J 869 7— A. I was in July and a por- 
tion of August, I think. 

Q. Did you then hear anything about Mr. Hatch? — A. I heard that he was arrested. 

Q. What were your relations with Mr. Hatch at the time 7 — A. My relations were friendly 
enough ; my acquaintance with Mr. Hatch and his associate was a friendly one always. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. In Mr. Perry's letter of the 7th of June there is another allegation to which I wish to 
call your attention, as follows : 

**The night the Albany sailed with General Babcock for Samana from San Domingo, 
Fabens and Cazneau brought in a paper for lands at Samana ; they wished me to certify to 
their signature as correct. I did so ; at the same time remarking that they were com 
mencing business very soon, as the treaty was signed that day. They asked me to say 
nothing about it. Fabens and all hands sailed on the Albany that night for Samana, where 
Fabens was left as agent of the United States, in charge of the flag and naval coal yard, where 
he is receiving lumber and goods free of -all port charges, representing them as government 
property, underselling all others engaged in business at Samana. Americans and Domini- 
cans at Samana have complained about this and other matters to me." 

Have you any reply to make to that allegation of Mr. Perry's letter 7 — A. Yes, sir ; it is 
altogether a misrepresentation. The paper certified to by him on the evening that I went 
on board tbe Albany, some four or five days after the signing of the treaty, was a power of 
attorney from Mr. Cazneau to me, transferring his power from Mr. L. K. Welton, of New 
York, who was the owner of some town lots in Samana, to look after that property for Mr. 
Welton and his associates. That was the paper. The certificate of the commercial ageat 



DAVIS HATCH. 169 

was to the signature of Mr. Cazneaa. There was no signatare of mine on the paper. It 
was a transfer to me of his power of attorney from Mr. L^wis K. Welton, of New York. 

Q. Was that the only paper to which Perry certified 1 — A. The onlv paper. 

Q. Now, about the port charges at Samana. What connection had you with Samana 
Bay ?— My connection with that bay was that I receipted for the flags to the commander of 
the Albany, and regeived the funds to pay the men who were enlisted to take charge of the 
flag. The coal ships were instructed to report to me, which they did, by order of the Navy 
Department Of course they entered free of port charges. The only other consignment or 
vessel which I received was a vessel which belonged to the steamship line, which also was 
free of port charges by their steamship convention, by order of the Dominican government. 
This was a steamship convention made with the Dominican government for the running of 
the steam line, and, by the terms of the convention, all vessels bringing goods for the steam- 
ship line entered free of all port charges. This vessel brought some lumber, a portion of 
which was reserved for a coal shed over the coal on the island where the United States coal 
depot is established. My instructions from the Navy Department were to select a suitable 
place for a coal station and look after the coal, and a portion of this lumber was placed on 
the island and reserved for that purpose. 

Q. Here is a more particular allegation, "that he (Fabens) is receiving lumber and 
goods free of all port charges, representing them as government property, underselling all 
others engaged in business at Samana." What do you say to that? — A. There has been uq 
sale of any goods to Americans or Dominicans at Samana of any government property.. If 
there have been any goods of the steamship company sold to anybody at Samana they have 
paid the regular duty, in accordance with the terms of the steamship convention, which is 
on file at the State Department here. 

Q. Do you know anything about Mr. Cazneau presenting a petition to the senate of San 
Domingo on the 29th of April, 1870, for grants or concessions of land to be made to him 
or others? — A. I do not. 

Q. Have you any knowledge on that subject t — A. I have not. 

By Mr. SCHURZ : 

Q. Do you know anything of a petition being presented for Mr. Cazneau to the senate? — 
A. No, sir ; I do not. I presume what is referred to may be a colonization grant given to 
William L. Cazneau, for introducing colonists on the frontier of the republic, made on the 
28th of May, 1866 — I think that was under President Cabral — confirmed and amplified on the 
10th of September, and 15th of October, 1869. I suppose that is what is referred to. That 
figures in the list of grants and concessions, a copy of which is on file at the State Depart- 
ment. I have here a list made out up to the 18th of April last. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Have you any objection to our looking into that list ? — A, I have not It contains, I 
believe, a full list of all grants and concessions up to April 18, 1870 ; and I can safely affirm 
that none have been maae since or proposed since, and nothing has been made or proposed 
since the signing of the treaty on the 29th of November. 

(The document was produced.) 

Q. This document appears to be in Spanish. Have you a translation of it ? — ^A. I have not 
here. There is a translation, I think, at the State Department. 

Q. Can you give us a sketch of it ore tenus without the trouble of translating it all ?— -A. 
Yes, sir. It is a list of concessions which have been made by the Dominican Republic to in- 
dividuals and companies. First, a concession made to Mr. William L. Cazneau for the in- 
troduction of a number of immigrants into the provinces of San Domingo and Azua, and the 
establishment of settlers on the frontier line of the republic. Contract made May 28, 1866, 
confirmed and amplified the 10th of September and 15th of October, 1869. Second, conces- 
sion made to Mr. Davis Hatch on the 27th of September, 1866, for the working of mines of 
rock salt in the district of Neyba, and the building of a railroad from the shore of Barahona 
to the point where said mines exist. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Is that concession still in force. — A. It is still in force. I have a copy of the concession. 
It was confirmed by the government of President Baez. Third, concession to Mr. J. W. 
Fabens for a geological examination and general mineralogical exploration in all the prov- 
inces and districts, mide on the 3d of July, 1868, and whien are being carried on under the 
direction of Professor William M. Gabb, of Philadelphia, as geologist in chief. 

By Mr. SCHURZ : 

Q. Were there any rights accruing to you or grants of land in consequence or by virtue 
of this survey 7 — A. Yes. For this survey I was to be paid in lands. I was authorized to 
make this survey, and to form a company for the purpose of making it in a proper manner ; 
and as I considered the concession a very eood one, I was desirous that it should be carried 
out. I took the precaution at that time of sending a copy of the concession to the State 
Department at Washington, and getting the views of our government upon it. I received 
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in replj a letter advising me of the receipt of tlie bontract, and giving me the opinion of the 
American government as to the character ot it. 

Q. To what extent were jon to he paid in lands for that sorvej 7 — ^A. There is a copj of 
this in the State Department which will show. 

Q. You can make a statement of it if yon choose ? — A. We were to receive one-fifth of all 
the public lands. A copv of the contract is in the Department of State. * I have the letter of 
Mr. Seward expressing nis views of it, to which I have jost alluded. 

By the CHAiRBfAN : 

Q. Will jou read that letter 7— A. It is as follows : 

" Department op State, 

*< Washington, August 19, 1668. 

*' Sir : Tour letter of the 14th instant has been received, with its accoinpaniment, namely, 
the copy of a contract which has been made between yourself and the Dominican govern- 
ment tor an exploration and geological and mineralogical examination of the different prov* 
inces and districts of the Dominican Republic. The contract seems to be a fair one and yet 
one which is marked with sagacious liberality on the part of the Dominican government 
If its provisions should be executed, it cannot be doubted that the results would be useful, 
not only to the Dominican government but also to commerce and civilization in the West 
Indies generally. 

'* It is especially gratifying to see that citizens of the United States take so deep an interest 
in developing the resources of a sister republic. 

*' The executive branch of this government has no lawful authority to assume any control, 
direction, or regulation of the proceedings which are contemplated by the contract. NeveT' 
theless I have cheerfully caused the same to be carefully translated and filed in the archives 
of the Department of State, and I return the original herewith agreeably to your request. 
*' I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

** WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 

** Colonel J. W. Fabens, 

**90 Broadway, New York:' 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Please go on and state the rest of that list. 

A. 4th. The convention celebrated ,with Mr. R. M. Funkhouser on the 7th of October, 
1868, for the establishment of a line of mail steamers between the ports of New York and 
New Orleans and those of the republic, for which the republic shall pay fifteen per cent, of 
the duties of exportation on the merchandise carried by said steamers. 

5th. Permission granted to Mr. Pedro Antonio Delgado to take guano from Alta Vela, 
(annulled by decree of the government, with the consent of the consulting senate and given 
to Mr. Edward H. Hartmont, for the exportation of guano, in coni^ection with or in relation 
to a loan. ) 

6th. Concession made to Edward H. Hartmont on the 1st of February, 1869, for the con- 
struction of a railroad from Monte Christo to Santiago or from Santiago to Yuna, relative to 
which there shall be a grant of lands along the side of the road ; the purport of a Rpecial 
concession. 1 believe that concession has never been made; I think that has lapsed; I so 
understand. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. How large was that grant of land to be ? — ^A. I do not know, indeed ; I think it is 
not agreed upon : I do not find anything upon the subject ; I believe I have a copy of that 
original grant here. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. I believe it is conceded that it has lapsed 1 — ^A. Yes, sir ; work was to have been com- 
menced within a year, and it was not. 

7th. Concession made to Messrs. Edward Prime and Edward P. Hollister, of the date of 
July 4, 1869, for the establishment of a national bank, amplified on the second of September 
of the same year. 

8th. To Mr. Edward H. Hartmont, in case of realizing a loan of*£420,000 sterling, a 
grant for the working of the coal mines of Samana, made May 1, 1869. 

9th. Concession to Frederick H. Fischer, of the city and State of New York, to build a 
railroad from the city of Santiago de los Caballeros to the mouth of the river Yuna, or 
some other port of the peninsula of Samana, 9th September, 1869. 

Q. Is that in force now ? — A. Yes, sir ; that was made on the 9th of September last to 
Fischer ; he is a North German by birth, I believe. 

10th. Concession made to Senor Felix Monticatlina, 3d August, 1867, for building a rail- 
road from the mouth of the Ozama to Cuajo Medina, district of San Christobal, amplified 
and remodeled in favor of Mr. F. Schumacker and Lewis P. Angenard, who had become pos- 
sessed by a contract made in Baltimore 22d January, 1868, in accordance with their petition 
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of 12th Jtilj, 1869. This concession was made and amplified and remodeled in favor of 
those gentlemen, in accordance with their petition of July 12, 1869. 

Those are all the concessions. Now follow some mining grants, which are in accordance 
with the mining law : 

1st. To the Society of Industrial Progresft — that is, a society of young gentlemen in San 
Domingo, young Dominicans — ^a copper mine in the department of Cobre and district of 
San Christohal, 5th November, 1866. 

2d. Concession to William L. Cazneau of a copper mine at Monte Mateo, in the section 
of Cambita, district of San Christohal, 18th January, 1867. 

3d. Concession to William L. Cazneau of a mine of copper in Mano Malney, section of 
Cambita, district of San Christohal, July 12, 1869. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. Are there not laud grants with these concessions of mines 7 — ^A. Tes, sir ; there is a 
certain amount of land given. 

Q. Is it a large amount 7 — A. It is not what we should call a large amount ; a small 
amount. 

Q. Have you an estimate of it 7 — A. I have not. It is fixed by the law of the republic ; 
so mnch land properly belongs to a mine. 

By Mr. Vickers : 
Q. Is it a thousand acres 7— A. No, sir. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. Have you a general idea as to how large those land grants connected with mines are 7 — 
A. I have not 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Is it regulated by law 7— A. Tes, sir ; entirely. 

Q. A certain quantity to be g^ven to every man who works a mine 7— A.' To any person 
who may discover and denounce, as it is termed, a mine and work it. The mine must be 
worked un^pr certain conditions, or the title lapses. 

Q. Qo on with the paper. — ^A. It continues: 

4th. Concession to William L. Cazneau, in the department called Mountain of the Boca de 
Diamarte, in the province of San Christohal/ July 12, 1867. 

5th. Concession to Messrs. Combiaso &, Co., for working copper in the district called 
Boca de Cuajo, section of Medina, Upper Jaina, province of San Cnristobal, October 24, 1867. 

6th. Concession to the company called the San Domingo Company — that is the survey 
company. 

By Mr. SCHURZ:< 

Q. Tour company 7*- A. Tes, sir ; we are doing business under the name of the San 
Domingo Company. This concession is of a mineral perimetro called Buenaventura, situ- 
ated in Jaina Aroba, in the district of San Christohal, in payment of the geological work 
done in the province of San Domingo, and in accordance with the contract of July 8, 1868. 

By Mr. Howard : . 

Q. Is that the whole of the paper 7 — A. Tes, sir. 

Q. I suppose none of these grants are made in fee simple, according to the English or 
American law 7 — A. They are made in absolute fee, I believe. 

Q. Are not the concessions made upon certain conditions, subsequently to be performed 
by the concessee 7^-A. The mining concessions are. 

Q. Conditioned that he shall perform subsequently to the date of the grant certain duties 
imposed upon him by the terms of the grant, such as making certain improvements, doing 
this, and doing that?— A. Tes, sir. 

Q. Is not that also the character of the concessions of ordinary agricultural lands, that the 
party shall settle and improve the lands within some time fixed after the date of the grant 7 — 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Ajid in case he fails to perform these conditions the concession lapses to the govern 
ment7 — A. Tes ; that is the case* 

By Mr. Vickers : 

Q. What is the usual condition of a grant for mines 7— A. That they shall be worked in 
accordance with the rules of mining ; that they shall not be left for any leng^th of time ; 
that the work shall not be at any time in a dangerous condition ; and that the rights of 
neighbors shall not be interfered with. 

Q. Suspended for so long a time. How long 7 — A. I think a suspension of six months 
works a forfeiture ; but I am not quite clear on the point. 
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ByMnScHURz: 

Q. Are yon interested in a copper-mining company 7— A. I have some small interest 
there. 

Q. Do you know how large the grant of land^is connected with that copper mine ? — A. I 
do not at this moment. 

Q. Can yon not form an estimate T — A. There were three mines, I think. 

Q. Three that you were interested in? — ^A. Tes, sir. 

By Mr. Vickers : 

Q. Are the lands connected with the mines suitable for agricnitnral purposes 7 — A. There 
are some in the neighborhood. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. You spoke of the conditions attaching to mining grants, what conditions are attached 
to the a^caltnral land grants 7— A. That the land shall be occupied and improved within a 
certain time. There is a law of the republic on that subject. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Is there not a law also that the concessee shall make a return of the survey of his grant 
to some proper office within a given time 7 — ^A. I think there is. 

By Mr. Warner : 

Q. Are the grants which are made in aid of railroads conditioned on the railroads being 
built in a certain way and a certain time 7 — A. Yes, sir ; they are made on the condition m 
the work being commenced within a certain time, and completed within a certain time, and 
being constructed according to certain rules. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. What is the condition of the trade and commerce of the island 7 Of course I expect 
you to answer in very p^eneral terms. — A. The exports, I suppose, will reach, in a fair year, 
the sum of 12,000,000 m value. The great staples exported are tobacco, sugar, a little coffee, 
not much ; very little cotton. 

Q. Precious woods 7 — A. Woods — mahogany, satinwood, lignumvitse, fustic, logwood, &c. 

Q. In whose hands is this trade mainly at this time 7 — A. The great bulk of £e trade on 
the north side of the island is in the hands of the Germans* The north side is the great 
productive portion of the island. 

By Mr. Schurz: 

Q. Germans residing in the cities 7 — A. Yes, sir ; they buy and ship most of the crop. 

Q. Are there any Germans tilling the soil there 7 — A. I do not think there are many. 
There may be some few on the north side, in the tobacco region. 

Q. After vou left San Domingo for the United States, in September, and arrived in this 
countnr, did you, while in this country, get any knowledge of My. Hatch 7 — A. Nothing 
very definite. I heard hy private letter, and saw in the newspapers, that Mr. Hatch had 
been sentenced to death, and pardoned by the President of San Domingo. 

Q. You say you heard that by private letter. Did that private letter also state that he 
was not released 7 — A. No. My impression is that that letter stated that he was to be re- 
leased ; that he was pardoned and was to be banished. 

Q. Have you any objection to telling from whom that private letter was 7 — ^A. No, sir. 
That private letter was from General Cazneau. 

Q. And he did not inform you that Mr. Hatch had not yet been released 7— A. He did not. 
I think I gathered from the letter that that was the end of the Hatch matter ; that he was 
pardoned and would be sent out of the island. 

Q. Did you have any conversation about Mr. Hatch here with persons connected with the 

government, while you were here, previous to .your departure from this country, with Mr. 
erry, for San Dommgo 7— A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you have any conversations with General Babcock about Mr. Hatch 7 — A. None 
at all. 

Q. You say that you received consignments of goods through the Spofford &, Tileston 
steamers at Samana Bay 7— A. No, sir. I think I did not state that. I did not intend to 
state that. 

Q. Did you not say that you received consignments of lumber 7 — A. No ; I said that one 
vessel came there with lumber for the steamship company, which lumber was to be used for 
the steamship company. She brought out a regularly certified manifest from the Dominican 
consul general, and in accordance with the steamship convention, entered her goods for the 
steamship company. I had nothing to do with it in any way, except that, as a friend of the 
parties, I received it, and there it is. 

Q. So you received no consignment of goods at all ; is that what you want to state 7— A. 
Yes, sir ; no consignment of goods for sale in Samana. I received some goods for the 
steamship company, which I placed in warehouse for the company, and some- cargoes for 
the government. 
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Q. Was anj of the Inmber that arrired there for the company sold ? — A. If an^ was sold 
the duty was paid on it at Samana. There was some little ceded to one or two parties ; some 
for a church, and I think some for some other partj. As lumber was very scarce they asked 
permission to have some of this lumber gpranted to them. It was not offered for sale and' 
was not for sale. It was granted as a faror, and they paid cost and freight. 

Q. Was there not a cargo of lumber arriving from Maine about the same time 7 — ^A. I 
think not. There was a small schooner arriyed — the Village Belle. She may haye been 
from Maine. 

Q. About the same time 7 — ^A. I do not know about that. Perhaps nearly the same time. 

Q. Had you any instructions from General Babcock in regard to what you should do at 
Samana? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Can you tell us anything about the paper currency of San Domingo 7 

The Witness. Of what nature, sir? 

Mr. ScHURZ. We understand that there is considerable amount of paper currency in the 
hands of the people, issued by the goyemment of San Domingo, which is quoted at a yery 
low rate. 

The Witness. That there is any now in the hands of the people 7 

Mr. . It is stated so. 

The Witness. I think there is none in the bands of the people now. By the goyem- 
ment decree of the J 1th of February — I think I haye a copy of it here — all that paper 
currency has been called in. It was all in on the J 1th of May. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Called in and redeemed— retired 7 — ^A. Retired from circulation at a rate entirely 
acceptable to the people. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : ' 

Q. So there is no goyemment paper currency at all in the hands of the people now 7 — 
A. I understand there is not. 

Q. Were you sent down to San Domingo by our State Department some time in March, 
18697 — ^A. In February, 1869, 1 went to San I)omingo in accordance with the desire of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of Representatiyes, to obtain some information. 

Q. Will you state under what instractions you went t — ^A. They are somewhat lengthy, 
and I haye not a copy with me. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Had you instractions in writing from the committee 7 — A. I had a general letter from 
General Banks, stating the kind of information the committee more particularly desired. 
That letter, however, I think, was directed to the Secretary of State, and upon that the 
Secretary of State asked me to go. 

Q. Ton say that letter was Mdressed by General Banks to the Secretary of State 7— A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. And then the Secretary of State requested you to go to San Domingo 7 — A. Tes, sir. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. Did that letter constitute your instructions 7 — A. Tes, sir. The letter specified the 
points of information desirable to be attained. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. And that was adopted by the Secretary of State as the basis of the information which 
you were to obtain f — A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Schurz. I haye the letter before me, and as it is quite short, I will read it : 

*' House of REPRESENTATiyES, 
** Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
" Washington, D. C, February 15, 1869. 

" My Dear Sir : It would yery much aid the consideration of the San Domineo question 
now before the Committee on Foreign Affairs, if a complete official statement could be made 
of the present financial and political condition of the republic. The subject has come so 
suddenly before us that we haye not had time to reconcile the conflicting statements which 
are represented as coming from the agents of the republic 

'* Mr. Fabens informs me that it will be his aim to obtain a fnll and exact report, and I think 
it would be in all respects advantageous to haye it. As Mr. Fabens is our accredited agent, 
I would suggest sending him to San Domingo for that purpose. 

. '*It ought to be definitely ascertained, also^ if any transfers of territory, or perpetual or 
other franchises to private indiyidnals or corporations have been granted or are contemplated 
by the ffoyemment of San Domingo, as such transfers, if made to any extent, would en- 
danger the project for annexation, even after it had been approved by Congress. 
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" In the mean time, tbe examination of the question here, with such information as we 
have, will be continued. 

'* Your obedient serrant, 

" N. P. BANKS, 

'* Chairman f 8fe. 
** Hon. William H. Seward, 

''Seeretarjfof StaU." 

Q. Is that the instructions you referred to 7 — A. I suppose that maj be considered as em- 
bodying all the written instructions. 

Q. He says you were then the accredited agent of the United States. How is that ?— A. 
That is a misprint. He did not state that in the letter to the Secretary of State. 

Q. Were you instructed to investigate the financial condition of the Dominican Republic ?— 
A. Yes. 

Q. You did go ?— A. I did. 

Q. How long did you remain in San Domingo then 7 — A. I remained there about a week. 

Q. Did you bring back with you a statement of the debt of the Dominican Bepublic ? — ^A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. What was the footing up of the debt, do you remember ? — A. The paper is on file in 
the State Department certified by the minister of foreign affairs. 

Q. Was it not $600,000 or a little over?— A. I think it was. It was the amount of the 
debt as they estimated it at that time. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Did you at any time or in any way exert yourself for the continued oonfinementof Mr. 
Hatch 7 — A. No, sir, never ; I should l\^ve been glad to see Mr. Hatch released at any time. 

By Mr. Vickers : 

Q. Did you make any effort to obtain his release 7 — A. I do not know that I interfered at 
all in the matter. 

Q. Were you at San Domingo when the treaty was negotiated T — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you take any part in the negotiations 7 — A. I was present at the interviews, and 
occasionally I assisted in translating at the request of General Sackett. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. You had no official connection 7 — A. No ofi&cial capacity. I was merely present as a 
friend of President Baez. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. Have you any knowledge of the reasons why Mr. Hatch was not released after he had 
been pardoned or after his sentence had been commuted to banishment 7 — A. I have no per- 
sonal knowledge. 

Q. Did you ever have any conversation with Dominican officials on that point 7 — A. No, 
sir. 

Q. Did you never have any conversation with Mr. Cazneau on that point 7 — A. I do not 
recollect having any, or conversing on that subject with him. 

By Mr. Vickers : 

Q. You heard in the United States that Mr. Hatch had been convicted and pardoned ?— A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. On your return to San Domingo you found that he was still in prison 7 — A. Yes, in 
prison at Azua. 

Q. Did you make any inquiry why he was detained 7 — A. I do not know that I did. I 
had a general impression that he was detained as a man dangerous to the peace of the re- 
public. 

Q. But he was to be exiled. Could he be dangerous if he was exiled 7 Was that the 
understanding ? — A. The Dominican authorities might have taken that view of it, possibly. 

Q. Do you know that they took any such view 7— A. I do not know. 

By Mr. Schuhz : 

Q. Was it never intimated to you that Mr. Hatch was detained because it was thought he 
would use his efforts to defeat the annexation project 7 — A. No, sir, I never heard that inti- 
mated. 

By Mr. ViCKERS ; 

Q. You are an American f — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You knew that Mr. Hatch was detained after he had been pardoned and made no effort^ 
at all — made no suggestion at all — to the President of the republic? — A. I did not consider* 
that it was my duty or privilege to interfere. 
•Q. You took no interest in the matter 7 — ^A. I presumed he would be released in due time, 
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and I did not consider that he was saffering any at Azua from what I learned of his treat- 
ment there. I did not suppose he was in any danger. 

Q. You supposed that he had been released before you arrived there? — A. I understood 
from a letter from there that he had been pardoned, and I inferred that he would be released. 

Q. Did you speak to Mr. Cazneau, to remind him of the letter, and ask why Hatch had 
"not been released 1 — A. I do not know that I did. I was there a very few days when I 
returned. 

Q. You were there when the treaty was negotiated? — ^A. Yes, about fourteen or fifteen 
days, and I did not hear much about Mr. Hatch at all. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Did you not occasionally exert your influence to obtain the release of other culprits ? — 
A. Yes, sir, I did ; other political prisoners. 

Q. Did you not exert your influence to obtain the release of two murderers at Sama- 
na ? — ^A. I did in the case of an American who had killed a sailor. That was at the sug- 
gestion of the chief justice of San Domingo. All that I did was to sign a paper, with 
other Americans there. It was the case of a sailor, who, in a drunken brawl, had killed an- 
other. I wrote from Samana to have two political prisoners released ; that is, I suggested it, 
if it could be done without endangering the peace of the state. 

By Mr. Viokers : 

Q. What were these two men charged with 1 — A. Charged with having been with a man 
by the name of Luperon, who was in the steamer Telegrafo. 
Q. He was in the interest of Cabral ? — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Did you succeed in obtaining the release of those persons ? — A. One of them was released 
and the other was not. It was said that the other was charged with some serious offense 
other than political. 

By Mr. Vickers : 

Q. Did you return again to San Domingo ? — A. Yes, sir. 
Q. When did you return again?— A. I think on the ]2th April, 1870. 
Q. When were you appointed minister to this country from is^an Domingo ? — ^A. My first 
notice of it was dated l&th of March. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q, Did General Babcock ever write to you urging you to come to the United States as 
minister plenipotentiary from the Dominican Republic I — A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Vickers : 

Q. Had you ever any talk with Mr. Smith aboat Mr. Hatch ? — A. I do not recollect any 
conversation with Mr. Smith about Mr. Hatch. 

Q. You knew him very well, I suppose ? — A. I knew Mr. Hatch very well. 

Q. Did you know Mr. Smith very well ? — ^A. I knew Mr. Smith as commercial agent 
there. I met him occasionally. 

Q. You did not speak to him about the release of Mr. Hatch ? — A. I saw very little of Mr. 
Smith there. I do not think we ever conversed on the subject of Mr. Hatch. I supposed, 
if I thought anything about it, that the case of Mr. Hatch was in the proper hands — the 
hands of the United States there. 

BuFUS INGALLS recalled. 

By Mr. Williams : * 

Question. I find in Mr. Perry's letter of the 7th of June, to the Secretajy of State, the 
following language : *' I was also advised by Generals Babcock and Ingalls, Cazneau, Baez, 
and others, to write nothing personal, and always speak encouraging in my communications. 
I have also had directions from several others what my correspondence should be to the De- 
partment of State at Washington, and have been requested to keep back facts in relation to 
the election." State to the committee what advice, if any, you ever gave to Mr. Perry on 
that subject ? — Answer. I never gave him any advice to keep back facts. On the contrary, 
it was my intention that he should tell the plain truth. Of course, I wished him to pursue 
such a policy as would favor annexation. I wrote him but one note that I recollect of, and 
that he has not onlv shown to the President, but probably has in his possession now, in 
which I made use of some expression about keeping private and public affairs separate, sim- 
pl;^ because I heard that he nad mixed them in his correspondence. There was no other 
object than that in my addressing him a note. 

Q. Have you the answer that Mr. Perry wrote to you in reply to that letter ? — A. I have, 
it in New York City, but not here. 
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By Mr. ViCKERS: 

Q. Do you remember the contents of it f — A, It was not much more than an acknowledg- 
ment of my letter, and the statement that he should porsue the proper course. 

By Mr. Willums : 

Q. Here is another statement in Mr. Perry*s letter: "Caznean also told me that Babcock 
and Ingalls had interests in real estate with him, and that he, Fabens, and his friend in New 
York had ori^nated the idea of annexation.** State whether yon had any interests, and if 
so what they were in San Doming^ to be affected by annexation 7 — A. It is a positive fact, 
that I haye never had any private interest in San Domingo, and have not now, and do not 
contemplate any. I do not believe that either of the gentlemen who went down had ever 
thought of such a thing. 

By Mr. SciiURZ : 

Q. Have you an interest in a bank that is connected with San Domingo t — A. 'I have not. 
I have no earthly pecuniary interests connected with San Domingo; I say that in the most 
emphatic manner. 

By Mr. ViCKERS : 
Q. For any one else, as well as for yourself 7 — ^A. None, either directly or indirectly. 

D. B. Sackett recalled. 

By Mr. Warner : • 

Question. I understand you wish to make a correction in your testimony. Will yon state 
what it is 7 — Answer. On page 33 I am represented as saying that President Raez signed 
the treaty. I did not mean to say that Mr. Baez did not sigfu the treaty, but he agreed to 
accept the article we were discussing. That is what I meant to say. 

Hon. William T. Clark sworn and examined. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Question. Are you a member of the House of Representatives 7 — ^Answer. Yes, sir ; from 
Texas. 

Q. Are you acquainted with Raymond H. Perry 7 — A. I am. 

Q. Where did you know him 7 — A. I knew him first in Galveston, Texas. 

Q. In what capacity 7 — A. He was there when I first met him, I think, npon the staff of 
General Sheridan, then in command of the military district of Texas. 

Q. Where did you know him aeain 7 — A. I knew him i^terward in Galveston, Texas, 
where he was acting as chief of police of that city. 

Q. Where next 7 — A. I next saw him some time in September last, when he came here 
with letters from General Sheridan, requesting some appointment under the government. 
The letter of General Sheridan indorsed him in the most emphatic manner as a very nseM 
and energetic officer in any position to which he might be appointed. 

Q. What can you say in regard to his general character tor honesty and honor, truth and 
veracity ? — A. Major Perry's reputation in the army was of this character : he is one of the 
boldest and bravest scouts ever employed in our service. All reports which he brought in , 
of any engagement in which he might have been concerned, or any information which he 
was required to procure from the enemy, or on any account on which he was sent, was always 
considered by his commanding officers as entirely reliable. It was this peculiarity, as I 
may say, that endeared him to his commanding officers, and finally secured him the place 
of chief of police of Galveston. When he was appointed chief of police. General Griffin 
telegraphed to General Sheridan asking for an officer to occupy that position. He immedi- 
ately recommended Major Perry. General Griffin made this remark in my presence : *' We 
will have somebody here now who will kill five or six of these fellows, ana then they will 
behave themselves.*' In other words, I cannot describe the major's character better than to 
say he is made up of the most combustible materials in a fight ; but I cannot commend his 
discretion or his judgment on occasions where such qualities are required. 

Q. Has he been in the habit of acting as a spy or detective 7 — A. I think that is where 
his forte lies more than anything else, and that may have caused to grow up in him a sort 
of suspicious temperament which will lead him to go further than the facts would justify in 
the case of an investigation which he was called upon to make. I speak of this becanse 
the major is present and will bear me out in everything I say in this regard ; and that very 
quality occasioned his dismissal or resignation from the police force in Galveston. 

Q. Was he dismissed 7 — A. He resigned ; he was asked to resign, or it was suggested 
that he had better resign, in consequence of some difficulty he had in performing his duties. 
That he was hasty then, I do not doubt ; I think he will not dispute that fact. He is a man 
who will not stop to think long on what it is best to do. 

Q. What is he ordinarily as to color in his statements of fact — inclined to suspicion and 
exaggeration 7 — A. I am inclined to think that the major would overstate in a case that in- 
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terested him personally. He xni^ht be inclined to overstate some little matter in which he 
may have been engaged. That is the only thing about him that I can speak of. I never 
have heard his character for truth and veracity disputed. At the same time his habits of 
life from youth up, his peculiarities, would lead the major, in my estimation, in making up 
bis judgment or making up his report of a transaction, to carry his personal feelings further 
than the facts would really justify. 

Q. Had he any difficulty in Texas when there f — A. Yes ; he knocked over the son of one 
of the most prominent men there, now a member of the common council, and a member of 
the legislature. Major Plumly, in a difficulty, and the result was that Major Plumlv found 
hinoself in jail through Major Perry's orders immediately, and the young man, I believe, 
also. The consequence was that Major Perry retired from the force and went away. 

By Mr. Vickers: 

Q. Is he of a sanguine temperament 1 — A. I think the major believes everything he says in 
regard to these matters. All men of that character, who pursue those habits of life, get that 
tenaperament, and it grows with them. 

Q. He is correct in his main facts, though ? — A. I should judge so, but he might be 
biased. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. What can you say of his passions 7 — A. I remarked to you that he is made up of very 
decidedly combustible material. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. Do you know what position was offered to Major Perry, by General Reynolds, when 
he resigned the position of chief of police at Galveston ? — A. There was some position offered 
him ; I do not know what. That was a time when we were passing through a terrible 
ordeal in Galveston, and so marked was the efficiency of the major in the determination on 
his part to suppress acts of violence which had been occurring there, that General Reynolds, 
in sympathy tor him, not sympathizing really with Major Plumly, because Plumly and 
General Reynolds had never been good friends, tendered him another position. 

Q. Do you know what position ? — A. I do not. I have forgotten. 

Mr. R. H. Perrt. May I be allowed to state 7 

The Chairman. If no objection is made you may proceed. 

Mr. Perry. General Reynolds asked me to resign my position there, as I was in the way 
of the republican party for the next vote, because I would not put half negroes on the po* 
lice force. General Reynolds told me that if I resie^ued my position he would let me organ* 
ize a military detective force for the protection of the frontier of Texas and Mexico, with 
my headquarters at San Antonio. 

Mr. Clark. That is where the major ought to have gone. He. ought never to have gone 
to S.an Domingo, for he would be just the man on that frontier to put down the I(u-Klux Klan. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Mr. Clark, have you had much personal connection with Mr. Perry, much personal in- 
tercourse with him 7 — A. I know the major very well. I know his history ; know his fami- 
ly ; know where he was bom and brought up. 

Q. Do you think there is anything malicious in his character that would induce him to 
persecute a person without reason 7 — A. I should be sorry to believe that the major would 
ever persecute anybody. I do believe, however, that his temperament would bias him. 

Q. Do you think him capable of downright lying for the purpose of getting anybody into 
trouble 7 — A. I do not believe that. From my knowledge of him, I do not believe he would 
do that. 

By Mr. Vickers : 

Q. Is he sternly and rigidly efficient in the discharge of his duty 7— A. No doubt of that. 
Perhaps too much so on occasions. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Do you think he is an incorruptible man, or that he can be bought 7 — A. I do not 
like to answer that question. I do not know whether I am prepared to answer or not. 
I never have known anything of him that would lead me to believe he could be bought 
for any sum of money. 

Q. Have yon ever heard anything of him which would induce you to believe that he 
could be bought with money 7 — A. Never a word. 

By Mr. Warner : 

Q. Did you know him in the armv 7 — A. Only by reputation. 

Q. Do you know what service he was employed in in the army 7 — A. Generally in 
scouting. 

Q. Was he ever employed as a spy to obtain information from the enemy's line7~A. 
That is my information. 

8. Eep. 234 12 
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By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. As a scout 7— A. As a scoot 

Q. What was the reputation of Pumly's son, whom Peny knocked down? — A. He 
was drunk and fighting and causing trouble, and Perry knocked him down. He was drunk 
all the time, pretty much. 

J. W. Fabens recalled. 

By Mr. SCHCJRZ : 

Q. Were you engaged in any regular business in San Doming^ ? — A. I have been. 

Q. Was it mercantile business ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are you now 7 — A. No, sir. That was some years ago. 

Q. Are you engaged in any regular business elsewhere 7 — A. I am not at present, except 
as the representative of the Dominican government. 

Q. So your pecuniary interests are invested in these grants, surveys, and so on 7->A. 
That is all the interest I have in San Domingo now. 

By Mr. Warner : 

Q. How long has Mr. Cazneau lived in San Domingo 7 — A. Mr. Cazneau went to San Do- 
mipgo, I think, in 1854, under the adminilstration of Mr. Pierce. 

Q. Has he resided there continuously since 7 — ^A. He has, with one brief interval, I think, 
of about, perhaps, a year and a half. 

Q. Was he there during the whole of the war in this country 7 — A. He was.- He went oat, 
I think, under Mr. Buchanan, as special agent of the government in 1858. 

Q. Where was he originally from 7 — ^A. He is a Massachusetts man. He was bom on 
Fort Hill, Boston. His father was bom in Salem, Massachusetts. 

By Mr. SCHURZ : 

Q. Did he reside part of his life in Texas 7— A. He did reside in Texas awhile, at Eagle 
Pass. 

By Mr. Warner : 

Q. About how many years ago was that 7 — A. I think he was at Eagle Pass when be 
was first sent to San Domingo by the government in 1854. 
Q. Has he ever resided in Texas since 7 — ^A. No ; he has not been to Texas since 1854. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. His entire life was spent in Texas, until he went to San Domingo 7 — ^A. I think he went 
to Texas a young man. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Do you know when he left Texas 7 — A. My impression is that he lefl Texas in 1854, 
when he was appointed by Mr. Pierce to visit San Domingo. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Did he hold the same place there that Mr. Perry holds now 7 — A. No, sir ; he was 
a special agent of the State Department, a diplomatic agent. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Is be an educated man 7 — A. He is. 

Q. Where was he educated ; do you know 7 — A. He was educated in Boston. I do not 
know that he has a college education. 

Q. At the ** Hub 7 " — A. Yes, sir ; mv impression is that he received a commission in the 
navy as a midshipman at one time. I have understood so. If you desire any information 
in regard to his personal difficulty with Mr. Hatch, I think lean tell you how that arose, if it is 
important 

Q. If you know of any difficulty between them you can relate it. — A. I w411 commence 
by saying that it perhaps has not been brought oat in the testimony here that Mr. Cazneau 
did interfere in the case of Hatch, but to save his life. It was through his interference, 
as I am credibly informed, that the life of Mr. Hatch was saved. 

By Mr. SCHURZ : 

Q. As you are "credibly informed," where did you^t your information 7— A. In San 
Domingo. I learned that from different parties there, trom members of the government, 
and from General Cazneau himself, that he interfered very warmly to have Mr. Hatch's life 
saved, and I am very certain that it was through my intercession that his property was saved, 
although I would rather some one else should have stated that. 

Q. Do you think Mr. Cazneau had anything to do with Mr. Hatch's being kept in prison 
after he had been pardoned 7— A. I do not think he had. 

Q. Are you sure he had not 7 — ^A. I do not know of any interference of Greneral Caznean 
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after the pardon was effected. He may have been knowing to some facts that mi^ht have 
indnced toe government to consider Hatch dangerous and to have retained him, which I do 
not know of, bnt I do not think General Cazneaa is a man to harbor any revengeful feelings. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. What did their difficulty arise from ? — A. It was purely a personal matter. At the 
time of the visit of Mr. Seward to San Dominji^o, in January, 1H67, I think, Mr. Seward 
came to my house in company with General Cazneau, and during his short stay in San Do- 
mingo was my guest. He staid here but a short time, not an entire day, and General Caz- 
neau did not have time to invite any persons to meet Mr. Seward. He came quite unex- 
pectedly. Neither did I have time to send to an^ persons there an invitation to meet Mr. 
Seward ; it was not considered necessary. The foreign consuls all called and most of the 
principal men of San Domingo called upon Mr. Seward. Mr. Hatch did not call, and Mr. 
Hatch was disposed to resent it as a personal indignity that he had not been specially invited 
to meet Mr. Seward on that occasion. General Cazneau attempted to explain it afterward 
by saying that he had not time, but he appeared to still feel hurt, and there the matter 
dropped. Since then he has lost no opportunity, as I have learned, of denouncing Cazneau. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Do yon know whether General Cazneau spoke to Mr Seward to have him (Cazneau) 
appointed minister resident in San Domingo at that time ? — A. No, sir ; I do not think he 
did. 

Q. Did you hear at that time that he was nominated for minister resident in San Do- 
mingo? — A. I did, after the return of Mr. Seward. 

Q. Did you know, or did you hear at that time, that Mr. Hatch wrote a letter to Wash- 
ington protesting against the appointment of Mr. Cazneau? — A. I think I did hear some* 
thing to that effect. 

Q. And did you know that the nomination which was made by the President was not 
confirmed by the Senate, or did you hear that fact? — A. I did. I heard that the .office' was 
not created ; that there was no appointment made. 

By Mr. Williams : 

Q. How long have you been acquainted with Mr. Cazneau ? — A. I have known Cazneau 
since 1H54, 1 think. 

Q. It has been stated here that he was a violent sympathizer, during the war, with the 
rebellion. Have you any information on that subject ? — A. I have always considered Caz- 
neau as a very strong Union man? He had personal friendship with some of the leaders in 
the rebellion, but I ao not think he ever wrote a letter, or was in communication with one 
of them, from the time of the outbreak of the rebellion. 

By Mr. Ferry; 

Q. Do you not know that during the war he was known in San Domingo as being in 
favor of the rebellion as against the government of the United States ; that he talked so 
openly in the streets of San Domingo with the American residents there ? — A. No ; I do 
not k|iow that, I have heard Cazneau express himself very favorably to the Union. I know 
thai he had personal sympathies, I may say, with some men engaged in the rebellion, and 
he looked upon the South, perhaps, as in some respects aggrieved ; but I do n6t think that 
he ever justified, by a single word, the conduct of the South in going out of the Union. 

Q. Did he not speak freely in San Domingo against Mr. Lincoln ? — A. I never heard 
him, and I never heard of his speaking a word against Mr. Lincoln. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. Were you not associated with Mr. Cazneau in business? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you and he, now, business interests in common ? — A. We have some interests in 
certain enterprizes there ; in the survey, for instance, which is now going on. 

Mr. Ferry produced the following paper, stating that he would presently prove the 
signatures : 

"NORWALK, June 10, 1870. 

** Observing in the published reports of the Senate proceedings of Wednesday that the 
personal character of our fellow-citizen, Captain Davis Hatch, was, as we believe, most 
grossly and unjustly assailed, we, the undersigned, having known him for many years, 
take this method of attesting to the high character he always bore, while among us, as a 
Cliristian gentleman. 

•• Thomas B. Butler. " A. J. Crofut. " O. Elles. 

" Samuel Lynes,M. D. ** Goold Benedict. " Franklin B. Purdy. 

" Edward P. Reed. ** M. B. Pardee, M. D. " D. F. Benedict. 

** F. St John Lock wood. ** A. H. Byington. ** Dudley P. Ely. 

" Eben*r Hill. ** Henry I. Hoyt. " George Benedict 

" Stephen Smith. *' L. H. Moore, '' William H. Benedict. 

•» E. B. Bennett. ** Matthew Wilcox, " David E. Austin." 
•♦ Charles OUnstead. " Pogtmaster, 
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**I unite in this testimonial, and state, moreover, that Mr. Davis Hatch has been for sev- 
eral years a communicant of St. Paul's church, Norwalk, and was at the time of his leaving 
for San Domingo a vestryman of the same, and a Christian gentleman of most onexception- 
able character. 

" WM. COOPER MEAD, D. D., 
** Rector of 8t, PauPi Church, Norwalk, Connecticut," 

A. H. Byikoton sworn and examined. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Question. Where do yon reside 7 — ^Answer. At Norwalk, Connecticut. 

Q. What is your business there 7— A. Publisher of the Norwalk Gazette. 
' Q. Is that the only newspaper printed in the place 7 — A. It is. 

Q. Are yon extensively acquainted in the town 7 — k. I am. 

Q. How long have you resided there 7— A. Ever since I can remember. 

Q. Did you see the first signature put to the paper which has just been read 7— A Yes, 
sir. 

Q. Which is the first signature 7— A. That of Thomas B. Butler. 

Q. Who is Thomas B. Butler 7 — A. Judge of our supreme court. 

Q. What is his official position at this time 7 — A. He is chief justice of the State of Con- 
necticut. 

Q. His residence is in Norwalk 7 — ^A. Yes, sir ; he chanced to be in the post office and 
signed it there. 

Q. There are the names of Frederick Lockwood, Ebenezer Hill, and D. P. Ely to that 
paper 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Who are they 7 — A. Mr. Lockwood is president of the Fairfield County National Bank; 
Mr. Hill is president of the National Bank of Norwalk ; Mr. Ely president of the National 
Bank of South Norwalk. 

Q. There are the names of Dr. Lynes and Dr. Pardee. State whether they are two of 
your principal physicians. — A. They are the principal physicians of Norwalk. 

Q. And what position in that community do the other gentlemen whose names are on that 
paper occupy 7 — A. They are the principal men of the town. 

Q. How long have you known Mr. Hatch 7— A. I should think probably thirteen years. 
I am not positive as to the dates ; but I knew him from his first moving to Norwalk. 

Q. Did he own a homestead there 7 — A. Yes sir. 

Q. What family had he 7 — A. A wife, two sons, and several daughters — I think three or 
four daughters. 

Q. Do you remember when he went to San Domingo 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did he bring to your newspaper office the specimens of the salt 7 — ^A. Yes, sir ; and 
he wrote considerable for me. 

By Mr Williams : 

Q. In what year was that 7 — A. I think that was just previous to the breaking out of the 
war that he went out for the last time. He had been out previously and had corresponded 
for my paper. 

Q. In 1860 7— A. Perhaps in 1860 or 1361. I think it was at the opening of the trouble, 
just prior to the rebellion. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Did he correspond with you occasionally while he was there 7 — A. Yes, sir ; he wrote 
for the paper, and to me personally. 

Q. Where were you in the winter and spring of 1866 7 — I had charge of the Tribune bu- 
reau here in Washington. 

Q. You were a correspondent of the New York Tribune 7— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you receive letters from Mr. Hatch at that time 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. State whether you received from Mr. Hatch a letter in reference to Mr. Cazneau, and 
what you did with it 7— A. I received two letters concerning that gentleman, and I have an 
indistinct recollection that I received three. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Have you the letters in your possession ; can you produce them 7 —A. I cannot I 
will tell you what I did with one of them. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Please confine yourself to the one I have particular reference to. — A. The one to which 
you are probably referring is a letter in which he spoke of Mr. Cazneau as being an applicant 
for the position, I think, of minister resident, and went into details oi Mr. Cazneau's personal 
character, giving quite an amount of statements in regard to him ; and I specially remember 
that he pronounced him a strongly pro-slavery man, whose sympathies were against the ad* 
ministration. ' That letter I gave to Secretary Welles. I thought it was of some conse- 
quence. Mr. Cazneau, in the mean time I think, had been nominated ; his name was sent 
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in as nominee for the position Mr. Hatcb referred to. I gave the letter to Mr. Welles, and 
Mr. Welles read it and thoug^ht it was of cousequence enough to retain it. He asked me if 
he might copy it, and said he would give it to Mr. Seward. I never s^w the letter after- 
ward and do not know anything about what became of it. 

By Mr. SCHURZ : 

Q. You say "strongly opposed to the administration." Did you mean to say '^ the admin- 
istration" or the " government r* — A. I suppose more properly ** the government." He 
pronounced him as in sympathy with the rebellion. I recollect that, for it went into details 
m regard to some matters tnat Cazneau had been connected with, which I cannot recall with 
distinctness. I did not know anything about the party. Mr, Hatch seemed to be writing in 
the interest of our government and of the Union cause. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Do you know whether Mr. Hatch at that time — ^in the spring and summer of 1866, was 
a correspondent of the New York Times f — A. I think he was. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Any other papers ?— A. He sent letters to me ; and I think two letters which he sent 
to me I sent to the Tribune; for I thought they were more valuable to the Tribune than to our 
own paper. 

Q. How were they signed ? — A. I think there was no signature. He sent me his own 
name. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Do you recollect in one of his communications to the New York Times that he gave 
an account of the revolution, in which Mr. Baez was deposed? — A. In a letter that I had 
no doubt was his — of course I could not testify that it was, but the style and everything 
indicated it to be from him — he gave a detailed account of the affair, and made a severe 
animadversion upon Baez. 

Q. What is and has been, while Mr. Hatch has been residing in Norwalk, his repu- 
tation there for integrity and truthfulness 7 — A. He was a gentleman who was considered 
beyond the shadow of reproach in any respect ; a high-minded, honorable gentleman ; a 
man of fortune when he came there. I should compare him, perhaps, to Governor Jewell, 
as a sample of the character of the man and the position he occupied there — a man respected 
as much as Qovemor Buckingham is in Norwicn. 

Q. State what kind of a homestead he purchased there. — A. He had a very beautiful little I 
place at South Norwalk, near the New Haven railroad depot. / 

Q. When he went away who had charge of his business affairs as agent? — A. The Rev./ 
Mr. Austin. f 

Q. During the period of Mr. Hatches confinement did you hear anything of the condition^ 
of his family ?— A. There were rumors afloat, from merchants and others, that Mr. Hatch'- 
was not making remittances as he had done formerly , and the family were pressed for 
means to live. 

Q. What were they compelled to do ? — A. I presume they were compelled to sell their place. 
The place was sold, I know. 

Q. Mr. Austin actings as attorney ? — A. Yes, sir. Dr. Pardee, who is a personal friend, 
bought it, and told mehe bought it at a sacrifice, in consequence of their being compelled to 
sell it. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Do you know in whose handwriting the body of this paper is ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Who wrote the body of it ? — A. I did ; if is my handwriting. 

Q. You wrote it for the purpose of obtaining signatures in favor of Hatch ? — ^A. Yes, sir ; 
it was suggested by Judge Butler. 

Q. Where did you write it? — A. In the post office at Norwalk, Connecticut. 

Q. Are you postmaster there ? — A. I am not. - 

Q. Have you any official position there ? — A. No ; there is a desk outside the office where 
I wrote it. 

Q. Upon whose request did you get up this paper ? — A. Mr. Henry I. Hoyt, whose signa- 
ture is tfiere. He had just been reading a report of what your colleague in the Senate had 
said, with some feeling of indignation. The language was dictated by Judge Butler. 

Q. Have you much personal acquaintance with Mr. Hatch ? — A. As a village citizen — that 
is all. 

Q. How long had you known him intimately, if at all, in the village ? — A. Three or four 
years. 

Q. What business was he carrying on in Norwalk ? — A. No business at all. He was a 
gentleman of leisure, and understood to be a man of fortune. 

Q. Is he not also understood to be a man of very active and limber tongue when he speaks 
of other persons f — A. No, sir ; he never had such a reputation there. He was a stockholder 
in a large planing mill, which was manufacturing sashes and blinds for shipment to the West 
Indies. 
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Q. Did he take any active part in the mana^ment of that concern 7 — A. Not at all. 
Q. He was a gentleman of leisure and letter-writer 7— A. A gentleman of cnltnre, and he 
wrote, I suppose, as the spirit moved him. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Do jon know anything of his conduct in San Domingo?— A. Not at all. 

Q. You do not know whether he sided with Cabral7— A. I do not know anything about 
him except as a resident of Norwalk, and writing letters. 

Q. How long since you have seen him 7— A. It must be six or eight years. I have not 
seen him since he left. 

Q. He has not been in Norwalk for six or eight years 7— A. He has not. 

Q. And his family have resided there all the time? — A. Tes^sir ; they reside there. 

Mr. Ferry. I now present a letter addressed by Mr. Davis Hatch to the Honorable A. 
Pimentel, minister of the interior, San Domingo, February 6, 1866, in reference to the 
salt mines of Neyba. The administration of Baez had then come in. 

The Chairman. Can there be any doubt about that matter ? I see from examination 
that the Dominican government report to our government that this grant is still in vogue, 
and genuine. That fact appearing, is it necessary to go into any matter as to Mr. Hatch's 
title to the salt mine grant 7 

Mr. Ferry. These papers show that the government of Baez annulled it— the very 
papers that I am going to read. 

Mr. Williams. It hai^ been recognized and affirmed since, as I understand. 

Mr. Howard. Reconfirmed by Baez 7 * 

Mr. Ferry. Never, in the world. 

Mr. Howard. That is stated by Hatch. 

Mr. Ferry. No, not by Hatch. 

Mr. Williams. If Senator Ferry thinks it necessary to put in these papers, I shall not 
object. 

Mr. Ferry. I think these papers should go upon the record in justice to Mr. Hatch. 

Mr. Williams. From the evidence before the committee I should suppose that the con- 
cession to Mr. Hatch was recognized as a valid concession. 

Mr. Ferry. I should be very glad if it was. 

Mr. Williams. It is reported to our government as such. 

Mr. Ferry. I will present these papers. 

" San Domingo, February 6, 1866. 

" Sir : The undersigned has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your official notes of 
the 11th ultimo and the 3d instant, the former informing him that his note of the 7th of 
December to the President of the Republic, and the matter to which it referred, had been sub- 
mitted by his excellency to a government council ; but as they had not found in the archives 
any record of the concessions made by the Spanish government, and it being indispensable 
that they should be seen before taking any resolution thereon, they had resolved to 
inform him of such fact for his oonvenieuce ; the latter informing him that in reply to the 
said note of the 7th of December, the government had resolved to declare null and of no 
effect the concession made by the Spanish government to him and his associates in the salt 
mines of Neyba, upon the plea that the Dominican forces occupied the territory where the 
mines are situated at the time of the date of said concession, viz., the 29th day of February, 
1864. 

*' As this plea is the foundation of the argument which follows in your note, the undersigned 
begs leave respectfully to observe, 

*M. That, admitting it to have been the case that there wereno Spanish forces in the almost 
uninhabited country where the mines are situated at the time the titles were dated, the 
undersigned, being in that province subsequent to that date, knows that Greneral Puello, with 
a large torce, was in the immediate vicinity, and could have occupied it at his pleasure ; and 
he continued to occupy Azua, the capital of that province, until the final evacuation in July, 
1865. 

** 2. As the act of annexation to the Spanish monarchy was a voluntary act, as appeared by 
the acquiescence of the nation, and of the two distinguished men who had successfully 
occupied the position of chief magistrate of the republic, and of opposite political parties, 
the war thus became a civil war; and until the revolution was consummated the Spanish 
goveroDient was the sovereign power, and government de facto. Even though the Domiui- 
can |;overnment had been acknowledged as a belligerent power, such acknowledgment only 
implies the right to make war and not of dominion. 

** 3. As the issuing of the titles in the said salt mines by the captain general on the 29th 
of February, 1864, was only a fulfillment of an engagement entered into by the Spanish 
government and the captain general with the^ undersigned, prior to any revolutionary 
movement, such plea could not avail, under any circumstances, to deprive the subjects of 
a foreign power of sacred rights, obtained from the chief of a de facto government. The for- 
mality of issuing from the executive department copies of concessions made many months 



DAVIS HATCH. 183 

grevions, might have been delayed to the last moment of the occupation of the city by the 
panish authorities, without invalidating such concessions. 
** The undersigned begs leave respectfully to submit to the consideration of the Domini- 
can government the following facts : That one of his associates in the said salt mines/ and 
in the concessions connected therewith, came to this country at the solicitation of the Do- 
minican government, in February, 1861, and explored those salt mines. Returning to this 
city from the mines just at the time of the annexation, he did not then make an application 
for a concession of the mines, but returned to the United States to watch the course of events 
here in this country. Towards the close of 1862, the auDoxation having the appearance of 
being permanent, at least to the world outside, an association was formed for working those 
mines under the government then in power ; and the undersigned joined it and became its 
a^nt in this country. He arrived here in January, 1863 ; and after a careful survey of the 
mines, and of the natural facilities for working them, he returned to this city, and on the 
27th of February, 1863, presented a petition to the government, soliciting the privilege of con- 
structing a railroad from the port of Barahonato the said salt mines ; which petition was re- 
ferred to the supreme government at Madrid, approved ,and accepted. Having thus secured 
the means of transportation, without which the mines were of no value, on the 22d September, 
1867, a formal '* denunciation" of thirty-two '* pertenencias " was made for him self and others 
in the said salt mines, according to the laws of the government then in power, which " denun- 
cias " were formally acknowled£:ed ; and on his return from the United States in February, 
1864, certificates of the same were given to him by the captain-general; as aforesaid. It is 
not necessary to state here why the work on the railroad has not been commenced. The 
undersigned and his associates have been at all times ready and prepared to fulfill their 
engagements. After the restoration of the Dominican Republic the undersigned with all 
frankness and candor laid before the provisional government a true and faithful statement 
of all that had been done in relation to the concessions ; and, with due respect, presented 
a petition to the executive of that government, asking a confirmation of the concessions and 
privileges made by the Spanish government ; which petition was favorably received, and a 
verbal promise made by the executive and his cabinet that it would be granted. A change 
occurring just at that time in the administration, it was not accomplished. Upon the for- 
mation of the present government he was again favorably received by his excellency, as 
stated in the note of the undersigned of the 7th of December, and promises were made to 
favor the enterprise officially and individually ; which promises were repeated from time to 
time to mutual friends. In view of these facts, the undersigned submits to the considera- 
tion of the government, with all due respect, whether he is not entitled to a full acknowl- 
edgment of the aforesaid titles and concessions. 

* * In conclusion, the undersigned gratefully acknowledges the friendly disposition of the 
government towards him and the enterprise in contemplation, and their offer to facilitate an 
application to the government for the concessions obtained from the Spanish government ; 
but, while he iTolds himself ready to accept of such concessions, and without reference to 
the action of the Spanish government, if so desired, it would be inconsistent in him to thus 
ignore claims which are considered sacred, by making such application himself. 

" Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"DAVIS HATCH. 

"Hon. P. A. PiMENTEL, 

** Minister of the Interior," 

I next present the following : 

"St. Thomas, April 2i6, 1870. 

* * Dear Sir : I have before me your letter of the 20th instant, and in answer to your request, 
relative to what took place between Mr. Baez and yourself, when at the time I introduced 
you to him — 

" I certify that on the 5th of December, 1865, three days after Mr. Baez*s arrival in the 
city of San Domingo as president elect, upon my accompanying you and announcing your 
name, * Mr. Hatch,' Mr. Baez exclaimed ' Oh ! You are the gentleman who has conces- 
sions in the salt mines of Neyba ;' that upon you replying in the affirmative, he (Mr. Baez) 
said ' I know all about that affair, and feel much interested in the project, and will do every- 
thing in my power to aid and assist officially and individually your undertakings, as I 
know their importance to the government and to the country in general ; having myself 
extensive landed property in- that region, their value will be greatly enhanced by your con- 
templated railroad ; you may rest assured that you will not have any opportunity or reason 
for hurrying the government, but on the contrary the government will hurry you ; you can 
call to see me at any time you may wish, and present yourself without any ceremony.* 
This interview lasted about an hour, and the mines and contemplated railroad for the trans- 
portation of the salt to the seaboard was almost the exclusive topic, and not a word (to the 
test of my recollection) was said, or intimation mentioned, of concessions by the Spanish 
government not being valid. Some time afterward I heard of a decree issued by President 
Baez annulling the grants formerly made to the parties, the object of which decree I am led 
to believe was to obtain from those who held these grants a retribution, independent of the 
rents agreed upon by the former government. 
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** I hope yon will find thin relation of what passed in my presence between jon and Presi- 
dent Baez perfectly correct and in {^od faith. 

'* Therefore, I have the honor to be yonr most obedient, hnmble servant, 

•» P. E. DUBOCQ. 
*' D. Hatch, Esq., Present.*' 

'*0n this 36th day of April, 1870, before me the under8ig:ned, United States consnl for St 
Thomas and the dependencies thereof, personally appeared P. E. Dubocq, known to me to 
be the person who executed the forefifoing instrument of writing, and acknowledged the same 
to be his act and deed, and declared that he had executed the same freely and voluntarily, 
to the uses and for the purposes therein mentioned. 

** Qiven under my hand and the seal of the consulate the day and year above written. 

[SEAL.] **C. J. TRUE, 

** United States Consul," 

I next present a.letter, the writer of which is dead, but it is a contemporaneous letter with 
the fact relating to the salt mines, aad referring to circumstances then transpiring : 

'*San Dominoo, February'^, 1866. 

**Dear Sir : At your request I will relate the substance of the conversations had with the 
President respecting the interest which you represent in this country. 

** On my first visit to this city after the arrival of Mr. Baez I had seven or eight interviews 
with him, and the most of our conversation at each of those interviews was upon the subject 
of your project of working the salt mines, your contemplated railroad, &,c. Mr. Baoz man- 
fested very great interest in the enterprise, and promised through me to aid you in every 
way, officially and individually, and giving as his motives for so doing that it would be of 
very great benefit to the government and people, and that he and his brothers had a large 
property in that section which would be benefited by the improvements in contemplation. 
And many others have mentioned to me that Mr. Baez had expressed to them the same 
interest in the projects at that time. No intimation was ever macle to me, or to any one to 
my knowledge, as to the validity of the titles, but, on the contrary, all our conversations 
tended to the impression that Mr. Baez entertained no doubt upon that point. 

'* Upon my second visit to this city, in the early part of January, I was surprised to find 
Mr. Baez had entirely changed in regard to the interest he had previously manifested in your 
favor, mentioning one objection after another, pretending all the time to be interested in hav- 
ing the enterprise carried through, and yet showing, by the imaginary difficulties and objec- 
tions brought fi>rward, increasing animosity to it, conveying the impression that he expected 
a consideration for his services in the business ; if not, he was prepared to defeat it. 

**0n my last interview with Mr. Baez, on the 2d of February, upon some remark being 
made by you that the titles were sacred, and you would not renounce them, l^T* Baez became 
very angry and excited, and said ha neither feared nor cared for the United States govern- 
ment, and, alluding to a circumstance that occurred at the close of his pre.4idency in 1857, 
and the action of the United States ship Colorado on that occasion, remarked, he had not 
forgotten that yet. On a previous interview he had mentioned to me that the Colorado 
obliged him to Jeave the country at that time. 

** I have been familiar with Mr. Hatches whole proceedings in relation to the salt mines, 
and of his intercourse with the different governments in relation thereto, from the commence- 
ment, in January, 1863, up to the present time, and concur in all the facts stated in his pro- 
test against this government. 

** In conclusion, I would state that Mr. Baez^s whole proceedings in Mr. Hatch's business 
has been marked by gross deception and injustice, which I know from my own personal 
knowledge, and also from information obtained through others. 

** With the hope that this may answer the ends in view, I remain, yours, truly, 

"EDMUND GAJSNN. 

** Davis Hatch, Esq." 

**St. Thomas, AprU 26, 1870. 

** This letter was obtained at the time of its date for the purpose of showing to my associates 
in the salt mines the false, deceptive, and dishonest course of Mr. Baez in my intercourse 
with him, while at the head of the government, from December 16, 1865 to May 29, 1866. 
It is forwarded now as additional evidence of his being the aggressor, and of my justifica- 
tion in making the charges against him of mal-administratiou in my published letters in 
1866, which has been the sole cause of hi<) persecution now. 

"DAVIS HATCH. 

"Mr. Gamn died in June, 1867." 

Mif Howard. Did you know Qarnn, the writer ? 

Mr. Ferry. I never knew him. The proceedings on the trial of Mr. Hatch, which have 
been read and printed, camo on in the steamer Yantic, on which also Mr. Hatch came as tax 
as Havana. I now present a letter with its inclosure written in respect to that by Mr. Hatch 
tome. f J 
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"Havana, March Zl J870. 

" Dear Sir : Mr. John C. Solej, whom I mentioned in my letter of the 26th, bearer of dis- 
patches from Admiral Poor, took on the translation of the proceedings on what was called 
my trial, which I asked for in the month of October, but which has been withheld npon one 
pretext and another ; but the real cause will be readily understood upon reading it over. 
I looked over it while on board the Yantic, and so far as my memory serves me it appears to 
be a true copy, and the translation fairly made. If you have time and patience to read it 
through you will see that the whole substance of it is made up of ne^j^ative assertions, which, 
though generally difficult to disprove, are made extremely easy in this case. There is 
nothing whatever proved to criminate me, even under the ez post facto criminal law enacted 
for the occasion. All that is attempted to be proved by witnesses is, that after the Cabral 
steamer Telegraph, six weeks after he had been in possession of all that section of the 
country, some of the officers on board of her belonging to CabraPs army staid at my house, 
of which there were three, whom I invited, having only known them as membet^ of the 
national convention in 1865, but never as military men. General Cabral likewise staid at 
my house two nights. As Uiey had a large and well-organized force there, exercised author* 
ity, and received submission from the civil authorities of Baez*s government, and all the 
citizens, and being dependent upon them for protection to my person and property, any 
other course would have subjected me to persecution and exposed my property, if not my 
life. Inclosure No. I will show you that I pursued the same course during the revolu- 
tion of Baez against Cabral, and toat my course then was approved by Baez and his brother. 
I had no direct intercourse with either partv, but treated both with equal courtesy and at- 
tention while in possession of the town. The chief officers of both parties have each in their 
turn occupied my house for a time on first taking possession, and until they could make per- 
manent arrangements elsewhere. This has been the case for years before I occupied it, and 
has been in consequence of its extra size and accommodations and its central position. And 
since I have occupied it it has been an asylum for both parties on many occasions, and re- 
spected as such until Baez's army took possession of the town the last time, on the 14th of 
August, when it was plundered of nearly everything it contained, by the unpardonable neg- 
lect of the commander-in-chief. General Garcia. This was nut for anything personal toward 
me, for the natives were robbed of what little they possessed. And it is not surprising that 
men forced into service by a press-gang, without conscription or enrollment, without the 
semblance of discipline or military order, without pay or regular rations, half naked and 
half starved, should help themselves to whatever came in their way, regardless of the conse- 
quences to their government or who their victim was. General Garcia executed the ring- 
leader, as he supposed, within five minutes after the discovery, but the reial culprits were 
some generals and other officers on his staff, who participated in the plunder. 

^ With regard to the powder of which so much is attempted to be made in the accusations, 
I would remark that I bought fifteen pounds of a captain about the 20th of November, six 
months before Cabral took possession, and before I knew of his being in the country. It 
was fine sporting powder. Eight pounds of it were in my house when Baez^s army took 

Possession, and it is not pretended that any of it was sold or offered to the other party. 
'here had been no order given against holding powder, and I informed the comandanu 
de armas when I bought it, and he took apart of it for his own use. 

**The charge of negotiating the paper of^the Cabral party is equally frivolous and absurd* 
I took about forty dollars of the '* vales" issued by them from some poor people to whom 
they had given them for cattle taken from them, at about one-quarter their nominal value, 
out of consideration for them, and not for any value they possessed, or to favor the revolu- 
tion. 

*' It is pretended, too, that I persisted in remaining there because of the facilities of com 
municating with the Cabral party. I had no opportunity of leaving there after the month 
of April, and if I had, there was no reason why I should abandon my property ; and why 
should I not remain there during a revolution against Baez by Cabral, as well as against 
Cabral by Baez ? And, furthermore, I never knew anything of the whereabouts of Cabral, 
or his intentions to occupy the place, until after Baez^s army withdrew from there early in 
May, two weeks or more oefore the other party occupied it. But I have no time or patience 
to dwell longer upon the subject, nor do 1 think it necessary to say more to satisfy you that 
the whole thing has been conceived in wickedness, and prosecuted from malicious motives 
of revenge, but so clumsily and stupidly executed that no one who looks over the papers 
can fail to see it, after understanding the motives. These you will understand by my letter 
to General Babcock, of which I sent you a copy in my last. 

*' I would thank you to write mA a few lines to St. Thomas, care of G. W. Smith & Co., 
giving me your advice what course to pursue, and whether it is necessary for me to come 
home before the affair is settled. I left a large and valuable cargo of wood at Barahona, 
and if the Dominican government cannot be held responsible for it, as well as for other 

Property robbed from me, I must attend to it when circumstances will enable me to do so. 
cannot believe oar government will hesitate to demand full satisfaction and reparation for 
what I have suffered in person for this barbarous attempt to degrade my character, and for 
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serions injurj to 1117 constitntion from the loDg^ confinement, passmg through three very 
seyere ferers without medicine or medical attendance. 
*' Truly, Yoor obedient servant, 

" DAVIS HATCH. 
**Hon.O. S. Ferry, Washingtim.'' 

Incloflure No. 1 referred to is a letter, to which Commercial Agent Smith referred, from 
Valentine Ramirez Baez to Buenayentura Baez, in Jane, 1868. 

Translation of a letter from General Valentine Ramirez Baez, brother of the President, 
addressed to him : 

"AZUA, June —, 1868. 

**My Dear Ventura : All that the American consul has told you regarding Mr. Hatoh's 
course in Barahona is true. He is much respected there. He assisted General Blass, and 
he is the only one doing any business there in buying and selling. It was with great repug- 
nance I arrested him ; but I am not in the habit of comqxenting upon the orders 0/ my 
superiors. I treated him with much attention. 
** Yours, 

"VALENTINE RAMIREZ." 

That refers tu the first arrest in 1668. Then Mr. Hatch goes on and states : 

*' On my arriyal in the city on that occasion, I requested Mr. Smith, our commercial agent, 
to demand satisfaction, and that I should have permission to return to my business immedi- 
ately ; that I had never taken any part on either side in the reyolntion of Mr. Baez agmnst 
Cabral, just then concluded ; but bad acknowledged the authority of General Blass as soon as 
ho obtained possession of the town, and assisted him, because he had protected me and my 
property, altnough Cabral was then holding nearly all the rest of the country ; that he had no 
right to use his office to persecute me for a private affair, when he was out of office and out of 
the country, for which, if I had misrepresented him, or stated anything false, I was amenable 
to the civil tribunals, and was ready to meet him there if he had any charges to make against 
me. Mr. Baez, seeing he had committed himself, endeavored to throw the responsibility upon 
his brother, and positively denied having given any order for my arrest, but merely to 
offer me a passage in the Capotilla to come up and make an explanation of the parti- 
ality and preference I had shown for the government of General Cabral. Mr. Smith 
insisting upon my being allowed to return immediately, Mr. Baez requested him to wait a 
few days until be could communicate with his brother, to avoid any comments for the mis- 
take that had occurred while things wjere so unsettled ; and if what I had stated was true, 
which he did not doubt, I could return as soon as the answer came. Mr. Smith happened to 
be present when he received the answer ; and Mr. Baez was so much gratified with the 
tenor of it that he handed it to Mr. Smith to show me. Thinkiufi^ it might be of importance 
to me on some future occasion, I requested him to take a copy ot it. The copy was barely 
concluded before Mr. Baez sent for it, recollecting, no doubt, that it contradicted his denial 
of having ordered my arrest. But such is the character of the man for truth and common 
honesty ; and seeing his determination to persecute me if he had the opportunity, I was par* 
ticularly on my g^ard in not giving him the least occasion to interfere with me in my busi- 
ness. In doing this I even went so far in mv attentions and assistance to the authorities of 
his government there that I subiected myself to the^'bl^rge of having manifested great par- 
tiality for Mr. Baez by the officers of the Cabral party^heu they hrst took possession of 
the town. A copy of this letter was filed in the archives of the commercial agency, and I 
have another in my desk at San Domingo, which I shall forward, to be attached to this. 

** Some months after my return to Barahona, Mr. Smith, the commercial agent, wrote me 
that reports had been made in tbe city that I had communicated, or was trying to communi- 
cate, with Cabral, or some of his party, and Mr. Baez had requested him to write me to 
come to the city at once to clear it up. I replied, denying the charge as false and malicious, 
if such charge had really been made, which I did not believe, and am persuaded now that 
Mr. Baez made up the affair merely to get me away from Barahona to injure me in my busi- 
ness. I had not tnen heard that Cabral was anywhere in the country, neither that he was 
expected. I showed the letter to a resident of Barahona, a rival in business, and a par- 
tisan of Baez. Ue at once, and of his own motion, drew up a certificate denouncing the 
charges as false and calumnious, and he obtained the signatures of every man in the place 
Vho could write his name. I forwarded this to Mr. Smith, and wrote him that I should not 
leave my business except by force, and in that case I should abandon everything I poi*- 
sessed and appeal to my government for satisfaction and reparation. Mr. Smith showed tbe 
letter and certificates to Saez, and he said it was perfectly satisfactory, and that no farther 
notice would be taken of the matter. I'he certificate is, I presume, on file in the commer- 
cial agency, and I shall procure and forward it 

*» DAVIS HATCH." 

Mr. Hatch is not here, and several times inquiry has been made where Mr. Hatch is. 
Here are three letters that explain that. I will read them in full, as they are short, and per 
haps there are some things in them that the gentlemen of the committee would like to have 
read: 
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*' St. Thomas, April 30, 1870. 

"Dear Sir : Tonr esteemed favor of llth instant came to hand late last evening, bj the 
Brazil steamer, and its contents read with interest. I avail of an opportunity, via Havana 
this morning, to say that I shall draw up a petition to Congress, as you advise, and forward 
by first opportunity, together with the amount of property forcibly taken from me, which is 
already made up. 

*' I cannot return home until I hear from San Domingo, which I cannot count upon 
until the arrival of the steamer — I4th proximo. There is but one steamer a month from 
the city. What funds I have at my command are there, and I have been forcibly removed 
from a large and valuable cargo of wood at Barahona, for which I make a demand upon the 
Dominican government, together with the property tak^n by the government army. 

*' The prejudices of the State Department, Senator Cole, and General Babcock are not 
for anythiDg personal, neither is it possible they can believe that I have taken any part 
against the government of Mr. Baez ; but they fear that doing justice to me in my difficul- 
ties with Mr. Baez will injure the prospects of annexation, to which they are wedded. I 
know this from a personal friend of Senator Cole, who shewed me a letter from him on the 
22d instant. 

** I wrote you on the 1 6th instant, via Havana, inclosing copy of a letter to President 
Baez. 

*'• There is no place in the world where I am so well known as here. I have had business 
connections with the people here for more than thirty years, amounting in the aggregate to 
many millions of dollars. They have all been familiar with my mming and mercantile 
affairs in San Domingo^ and all my relations with Mr. Baez from the first ; and there has 
been but one opinion expressed, that the amount claimed, under the circumstances, ought to 
be double. 

'* Please write me via Havana on receipt of this. If you still think it important that I 
should be present in person, I will come on immediately after obtaining funds and advices 
from San Domingo. 

" Thanking you kindly forthe interest taken in my afiturs, I am, in haste, yours truly, 

** DAVIS HATCH. 

**Hon. 0. S. Ferry, Washington." 

Mr. Warner. May I ask how Mr. Hatch knew that General Babcock, Mr. Cole, and 
the State Department were prejudiced against him ? 

Mr. Ff.rhy. He had referred in a former letter to me to General Babcock and Senator 
Cole as knowing about.his condition when he was in Azua ; and I had replied to him that 
the impressions of those gentlemen were against him. That is what he means. I had re- 
pl^d to him also that Mr. Fish*s impressions were against him, as Mr. Fish, in a personal in- 
terview with me, had stated his impression that Mr. Hatch was either to blame or had been 
very imprudent. I recollect that expression of Mr. Fish, and communicated in reply to him 
those statements. 

Mr. Warner. He had never had any communication with Mr. Fish himself directly, I 
suppose ? 

Mr. Fkrry. You can see the tone shows that it is in reply to a suggestion in a letter of 
mine. Here is another letter written by the next steamer : 

** St. Thomas, May 13, 1870. 

" Dear Sir ; Since writing you this day I have found among my books a pamphlet on the 
annexation of San Domingo to Spain, which I forward, thinking it mav interest you. Its 
historical and statistical part at least may be relied on. It was prepared by an English gen 
tleman who had been thirty years in the country, and died there in 1H65. 

'* I have seen no reason to change my views on the subject of annexation, as expressed 
in my letter of the 3d of March on the political state of the country. I think if it could be 
effected while there was no organized force in the country contending against the govern- 
ment, it would be impossible afterward to get up one. The population being so small 
compared to the extent of territory, it would probably soon be overcome by immigration, as 
was the case in California, and prove a blessing to both countries. It would, of course, be 
immaterial to me whether effected by the present administration or some other, if it restored 
tranquility. I advocated it through him (Baez) for more thau a year after he came into 
power this last time, and till after there was a large force organized against him, determined 
that he should not have the honor and emoluments too, after being so long the bitter enemy 
of the government and people of the United States. 

''The great mass of the population are poor and ignorant, but the most docile and hospi- 
table people I ever met. 

'*The other papers I send by private hands, being voluminous, and there may be a day 
or two delay in your receiving them. 

" I shall write you again on the 16th, via Havana, after hearing from San Domingo. 
"Yours truly, 

" DAVIS HATCH. 

" Hon. O. S. Ferry, Washington, D, C." 
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The last letter I received from Iiim is as follows : 

'*8t. Thomj^S, Jlfa^ 30, 1870. 

*'Dear Sir : Tonr esteemed favor of the 12th instant, marked via Havana, is jost to hand, 
per Brazil steamer from New York. I note year instractions as to the mode of proceeding 
with my claim, which I shall follow. 

*' I have not yet received my funds from San Domingo, as I expected, but am promised 
them by next opportunity. I shall proceed home immediately after receiving^ them. 

" From what I can gather from the papers there is little prospect of anything beins^ done 
in San Domingo affairs this session. Present advices from different parts of the Dominican 
Republic confirm me in the opinion heretofore expressed that the Cabral party will not ac- 
quiesce in any negotiations made by our government with that of Baez. Cabral has moved 
his headquarters to the north side to operate in conjunction with Generals Pimentel and 
Mansueta. The revolutionary army of the south, under General Orgando, had received ample 
supplies from Hayti, and was prepared to move upon Azua 23d instant. The Haytien gov- 
ernment seems disposed to aid Cabral as much as possible without compromising itself with 
the United States. 

'* I wrote you on the I4th, per Brazil steamer, forwarding petition to Congress and other 
papers. 

"Yours truly, 

" DAVIS HATCH. 

"Hon. O.S. Ferry, WashiHgton, D. C." 

I have read these letters merely to show where Mr. Hatch now is. 

Mr. Howard. He refers to the fact, in one of his letters, that Mr. Ferry recommended 
him to make out his claim for damages. 

Mr. Ferry. In a former letter he had asked me in what way he ought to present his 
claim against the government. In the beginning you will recollect that he wrote a letter 
to Baez, stating that he was going to apply to his government, and you see all along throagh 
his intention oi applying to this government, and he wrote to me asking the form in which 
to make the application. I merely suggested that he w^to a petition and make oat an ac- 
count. 

Mr. Howard. I take it you did not commit yourself either for or against the claim? 

Mr. Ferry. Not at all. I should be glad if all my letters to him were here. 

Mr. ScHURZ presented, and it was received in evidence, the original protocol signed by 
General BabcocK and Mr. Gautier in September, 1869 : 

[Tranitlailon.] 

*' The following bases, which shall serve for framing a definitive treaty between the United 
States and the Dominican Republic, have been reduced to writing and agreed upon by Gen- 
eral Orville E. Babcock, aide-de-camp to his Excellency General Ulysses S. Grant, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, and his special agent to the Dominican Republic, and 
Mr. Manuel Maria Gautier, secretary of state of the departments of the interior and of 
police, charged with the foreign relations of the said Dominican Republic 

" I. His Excellency General Grant, President of the United States, promises, privately, to 
use all his influence, in order that the idea of annexing the Dominican Republic to the 
United States may acquire such a degree of popularity among members of Congress 
as will be necessary for its accomplishment ; and he offers to make no communication 
to that body on the subject until he shall be certain that it will be approved by a majority. 
The acceptance of annexation will oblige the United States to pay to the Dominican 
Republic the sum of one million five hundred thousand dollars in coin, ($1,500,000,) in 
order that that republic may, as a state, pay its public debt, which is estimated at the sum 
of one million five hundred thousand dollars in coin, ($1,500,000 ;) and the Dominican Re- 
public on its part agrees to conform its constitution to those of other States of the Union. 
in the event that the Dominican public debt should exceed one million five hundred thou- 
sand dollars in coin, ($1,500,000,) the excess shall be charged to the Dominican State. 

" II. In case the North American Congress shall reject the proposition for annexation, the 
Dominican government would accept, as the price of the sale of Samana, the two millions 
of dollars in coin, ($2,000,000, ) which the same government of the United States offered 
it under the administration of President Johnson. 

"III. His Excellency President Grant assumes the obligation to remit forthwith to the 
Dominican government the sum of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars in coin, 
($150,000,) one hundred thousand dollars to be in cash, and fifty thousand in arms, for the 
purpose of aiding in defraying the unavoidable expenses of the State. Credit shall be 
allowed for this amount, either on account of that which will be payable in the event of an 
acceptance of annexation or of a preference for the acquisition of Samana. 

'* tV. In either case the United States will guarantee the safety of the country and of the 
government against every foreign aggression or machination, in order that the present cabi- 
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net may carry into effect the obligation which it contracts, to obtain from the people the ex- 
pression of the national consent, which will necessarily have to be carried into effect wUbin 
foar months from the acceptance of the idea of annexation by President Grant. 

"V. It is understood by both parties that if neither of the bases referred to shall be carried 
into effect, they shall be regarded as null and of no valne or force, and that they shall, 
throughout all time, preserve their character of inviolable secrecy ; but if one of the two ex- 
tremes which they embrace shall be accepted, (annexation of the republic to the United 
States or the cession of Samana,) their tenor shall be obligatory for both parties, and shall be 
embraced without change in the definitive treaty. 

'* YI. In case the proposition relative to Samana should alone be accepted by the United 
States, and the sum of one hundred thousand hard dollars should be remitted to this capital 
of San Domingo, as provided in article 3, the Dominican government will abstain from re- 
ceiving it until the Senate shall have approved the bargain, for which purpose it engages to 
submit that question, and to solicit the said approval as soon as the said sam may arrive. 

** Done in duplicate in good faith, in the city of San Domingo, the fourth day of the month 
of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty -nine. 

"ORVILLE E. BABCOCK. 
" MANUEL MARIA GAUTIER," 

Mr. Ferry produced, and they were allowed to be put in as evidence, the following 
papers : 

'* Afr. Fish to General Babcock. 

"Department op State, 

** Washington, July 13, 1869. 

'* General : The President, deeming it advisable to employ a special agent to obtain 
information in regard to the Dominican Republic, has selected you for that purpose. 

'* The points to which your inquiries will be directed are.: the population of that republic, 
' in towns and in the country, on the north and south coast, and in the interior, respectively ; 
the nnmber of whites, of pure Africans, of mulattoes, and of other mixtures df the African 
and Caucasiaa races ; of Indians, and of the crosses between them and whites and Africans, 
respectively. You will also inquire and report upon the soils of the country, and their pro- 
duction in each locality ; as to the timber, dye-woods, and minerals ; and as to whether 
any mines are worked, and the extent and value of their proceeds. 

'* You will likewise endeavor to obtain full and accurate information in regard to the dis- 
position of the government and people of that republic toward the United States, the char- 
acter of the government, whether it be military or civil, whether it be stable or liable to be 
overthrown. 

**It is also desirable to know what the revenues of that country ma^ be, and whence 
derived, and the tonnage — to be classified so as to show the proportions ot its foreign tra4e, 
under its own flag and under those of other countries. Similar returns in regard to the coasting 
trade would be acceptable. You will also ascertain what the debt, foreign and domestic, of 
that government may be, how long it may have to run, the rate of interest, and where the 
debt may be held. 

**It is understood that the government paper money issued during one administration is 
often, if not usually, repudiated by its successor. You will endeavor to obtain full and 
accurate information on this point, the amounts of such money as may have been issued 
from time to time, and the sums on account thereof for which the government may, in any 
event, be liable. 

** Inquiry should also be made as to whether any other foreign power may be seeking to 
obtain possession of any part of that country. 

*' Generally, any information tending to illustrate the condition and resources of that 
republic, and the character and inflaence of those charged with its destinies, would be 
acceptable. 

"The sum of five hundred dollars is now advanced to you toward your expenses, of 
which you will keep an account, to be supported by vouchers when they can be obtained. 
Should the sum referred to prove to be insufficient, you are authorized to draw on this 
department for such further amounts as may be necessary. 

** You are herewith furnished with a special passport for your protection. 
** I am your obedient servant, 

" HAMILTON FISH. 

**Orville E. Babcock, 

^* Brevet Brigadier General" 

" Mr, Fish to General Babcock. 

** Department of State, 

*' Washington, November 6, 1869. 

•* Sir : The President having directed you to .meet Mr. Raymond H. Perry in San Do 
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miog^b, and to advise with him, nnofficiallj, as to ihe ezecation of the powers with which 
he is intrusted to conclude a treaty and a convention with the Dominican Republic ; and he 
also having^ further directed vou in case of the execution of such treaty and convention, then, 
as an officer of the armv of the United States, to take steps to carry oul the agreement of the 
United States contained in said treaty, to protect the people of that republic against foreign 
interference while the nation is expressing its will, and also to protect the interests and 
rights which the United States may obtain under such convention, I now place in yoar 
hands herewith draughts of such a treaty and of such a convention as the United States are 
prepared to enter into with that republic. And it being contemplated that the United States 
shall make an advance to that republic, the President has also determined to place the ad- 
vance in your hands, to be given to Mr. Perry when the negotiations shall have advanced to 
the proper point for its use ; you will accordingly receive herewith, for that purpose, a draft 
on New York for one hundred thousand dollars, and also a quantity of arms and ammunition, 
valued at fifty thousand dollars, of which a schedule is annexed. Mr. Perry having been 
instructed to govern his course by your advice, I will add a few suggestions for your 
guidance in that respect, in the expectation that the minister for foreign affairs in the 
Dcminican Republic will welcome you to his conferences with Mr. Perry. 

" No apprehension is felt that any serious objections will be made by the Dominican Re- 
public to the language used in these instruments. They are framed with a view to carry out 
the understanding which the authorities of that republic came to with you on your late visit. 
If it should be proposed, however, to vary the form of language, and by doing so the negt>- 
tiations can be facilitated, Mr. Perry should yield to the wishes of that government in this 
respect, provided none of the essential features of the draughts are altered, and no new princi- 
ples introduced. It is, however, possible that the Dominican government may propose that 
that republic shall be admitted into the Union as a State. Should this be the case, you will 
not fail to advise Mr. Perry to make it clear to them that, in the opinion of the President, 
that course would conflict with the spirit of the Constitution of the United States. That in- 
strument provides but one way for the admission of new States into the Union, namely, 
through the agency of Congress. The third section of the fourth article of the Constitution 
says, explicitly : New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union. 

**He should also say to the Dominican government that, in the judgment«of the Presi- 
dent, it is clearly for the interest of their people that they should remain for the present in 
the condition of a Territory. You will represent to them that, under our forms of govern- 
ment, a Territory is almost as complete an autonomy as a State. It is true that the gov- 
ernor and some of the other functionaries are appointed from Washington, but the legisla- 
tures and the municipal corporations, which are the true depositaries of political power, are 
created by the local populations. These populations are entitled to be represented in Con- 
gress by a dele£:ate, who sits in that body, but without a vote, and who is in a position to 
give to their interests all the care that a member of Congress could give to them. This 
representation will be open, in case of annexation, to any native of San Domingo upon 
whom the voters of that country see fit to confer it. But should the Dominican Republic be 
admitted as a State, this right would cease. To be a member of the Senate of the United 
States a previous citizenship of nine years is necessary ; and to be a member of the House 
of Representatives a previous citizenship of seven years is necessary. No native Domini- ' 
can, therefore, who has not been several years a citizen of the United States could be a 
member of Congress ; and it is quite likely that these responsible offices, with their import- 
ant duties, would fall into the hands of designing adventurers, with no present interest in 
the fortunes of the island. Such a result could not but be iojurious both to San Domingo 
and to the United States. A short time spent under the mild and beneficent sway of the 
United States, while it will give stability to the political institutions of the republic, will 
qualify its citizens to become legislators for the great American Union. 

*' Mr. Perry will further say that the President does not doubt that Congress will be ready, 
when the proper time shall come, and at no distant day, to admit to the Union as a State the 
territory of the Dominican Republic, should the proposed treaty be executed and ratified. 

** My attention has also been called to what is known as the Hartmont loan, and I am in- 
formed that the holders of that loan will claim a lien on Samana, and may even pretend that 
the lien is independent of the loan, and may exist after its payment. I inclose translations 
of the contracts under which that loan was effected, which contracts were published in the 
Bulletin Official of September 25, 1869, from which I judge that the first claim is well 
founded, and that the latter is without foundation. It is understood that the Dominican gov- 
ernment has received fifty thousand pounds on account of the loan provided for by this con- 
tract, and only fifty thousand pounds. If any more has been received it must be deducted 
from the sum of one million five hundred thousand dollars, which is to be named in the treaty 
as the sum to be paid by this government to that of San Domingo, and the contract or * treaty ' 
with Messrs. Hartmont <& Co. must be duly and legally canceled or relinquished by the 
holders before Mr. Perry signs any convention or treaty with the Dominican government ; 
and he is, in any such event, to provide for the entire release of Samana from any and every 
lien or claim, in case any money is to be paid by the United States. 

*' There is also a loan, or a contemplated loan, known as the London loan. My informa- 
tion from London is to the e.fect that this has failed. Mr. Perry should, however, ascertain 
this fact, and make sure that if any part of it is outstanding proper provisions are made for 
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retiring tbe whole of it. All the subscriptions should be canceled » and all sums paid upon 
it should be refunded. 

** Anticipating the probable execution of these instruments the Navj Department will 
receive orders from the President to place at jour disposal, in the harbor of San Domingo, 
a force sufficient to enable the United States to comply with their agreement in the proposed 
treaty to protect the Dominican Republic until the will of its people can be ascertained, and 
also to receive possession of the territory and waters leased by the proposed convention to 
the United States. 

' * As to the former object, you will, when the treaty shall be executed, point out to the 
naval officer in command the obligation which the United States will have assumed, and 
will leave him to execute it. 

" As to the latter object, in case of the delivery to the Dominican Republic of the one 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, and the execution of the proposed convention, the officer 
detailed for that purpose will proceed to the Bay of Samana, and will there, under instruc- 
tions from the Navv Department, take actual possession of the lands, coasts, islands, waters, 
and property leased, in the name of the United States, whenever it shall appear that the 
cession of the sovereignty and the dominions of the republic is not to be completed, and will 
give public notice that the occupation, title, and jurisdiction have changed, and that the 
United States will not respect any grants or concessions made by the Dominican. Republic 
within the bounds of the territory leased subsequently to the preliminary arrangement made 
in September last, and that thereafter all titles must be derived from the United States. 

'* As soon as possible after performing these several duties, the President desires that you 
will return to the United States, and Mr. Perry will hand you the treaty and the convention, 
if executed on the part of the Dominican Republic, in order that you may bring them here 
to be submitted to the Senate at an early day. If it be possible, it is much to be desired 
that the authority from that government to its agent to exchange the ratifications at Wash- 
ington should also accompany you. 

** Although the treaty allows four months for the ascertainment of the will of the people 
of San Domingo on the question of annexation with the United States, it is thought that 
the expression of that will can be obtained in much less time, and you will ask Mr. Perry 
to urge upon the government there this view, and induce them, if possible, to obtain, the 
popular expression in the shortest time consistent with its fair determination. 

** The President enjoins that the fact and the object of your visit to San Domingo, as^well 
as the provisions of the proposed instruments, shall be kept a secret as long as practicable. 

*' Your necessary personal expenses, while awaiting the result of Mr. Perry's negotiations, 
and while carrying out the President's instructions afterward, will be borne by this depart- 
ment, provided that you keep an accurate account of them, supporting the same with vouch- 
ers when practicable. 

'* In addition to the papers already referred to, I inclose a translation of an official state < 
ment of the debt of the Dominican Republic, and also an official statement of the grants 
and concessions already made by that republic, with a translation of the same ; all of which 
papers the President desires to have officially certified as true and correct statements under 
the seal of that republic. I also inclose an official statement of the national property of the 
republic, with a translation thereof, which will serve to guide Mr. Perry in framing the 
schedule to the treaty, and also to aid you in giving the directions as to taking possession. 
I also inclose an official statement of the population of the republic. 

*' You will find herewith a sealed letter to the minister of foreign relations of the Domini- 
can Republic, and open copy of the same. 

*' I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

" HAMILTON FISH. 

'* Brevet Brigadier General Orville £. Babcock." 



'* Official statemerU of tfie Dominican concessions^ with a translation of the same, 

'*LIST OF GRANTS WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC TO 

INDIVIDUALS AND COMPANIES. 

" 1 . Grant made to Mr. Davis Hatch, September 27, 1866, for the working of the salt mines 
in the parish of Neyba, and the establishment of a line of railway from the coast of Barahoua 
to the place where the said salt mines are situated. (Annulled.) 

*' 2. To Mr. J. W. Fabeus, for geological examination and general mineralogical work in 
all provinces and districts, ma<le July 3, 1868. This examination and work is superintended 
by Professor W. M. Gabb, of Philadelphia, as chief geologist. 

'* 3. The agreement held with Mr. R. M. Funkhouser on the 7th day of October, 1868, for the 
establishment of a line of mail steamers between the ports of New York and New Orleans 
and those of the republic, for which the latter will pay fifteen per cent, of the import and 
export duties on merchandise conveyed by tbe said steamers. 

**4. The permit granted to Mr. Pedro A. Delgado, to take guano from Alta Vela. (An- 
nulled by a resolution of the government, with the approval of the senate. ) 
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'*5. Tbe (rrant made to Mr. Edward Hartmoot on the 1st day of Febmary last, for the 
bnildine of a railway from Monte Christi to Santiago, or from {Santiago to Tuna, for which 
a donation of lands bordering upon the road will be made, and this will be done by a special 
grant. 

'* 6. Grant made to Messrs. Edward Prime and Edward P. Hollister, dated the 4th of July 
last, for the establishment of a national bank. 

<'7. To Mr. Edward H. Hartmont, in case the loan of £420,000 be effected, a grant for 
the working of the Samana coal mines. 
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** 1. To the Industrial Improvement Company, to work a copper mine in the district of 
El Cobre, parish of San Cristobal, (St. Cristopher.) 

*' 2. A grant to Mr. W. L. Cazneau, of a copper mine at Monte Mateo, in the district of 
Cambila, parish of San Cri8t6bal, January 18, 18()7. 

** 3. A grant to the same party of a copper mine at Mano Malney, district of Cambita, parish 
of San Cn8t6bal, July 12, 18b7. 

'* 4. A grant to the same, at the place called Loma de le Boca de Diamante, in the parish 
of San Cn8t6bal, July 12, 1867. 

** 5. A grant to Messrs. Cambiaso & Co., to work the copper mines at the place called Boca 
de Cuajo, district of Medina, Upper Jaina, jurisdiction of San Cri8t6bal, under date of Octo- 
ber 24, 1867. 

** There are other grants of small importance, which have been annulled on account of the 
failure of the parties who received them to fulfill their engagements. 

"M. M. GAUTIER. 

**San Domikgo, Sejttemher 3, 1869." 



" JIfr. Fish to General Babcoek, 
["Confidential.] 

"Department OP State, 

*' fVashington, November 6, 1869. 

'* Sir*. The general iostructions from this department of even date herewith forbid the 
conclusion of a treaty or conveution uoless tbe complete abrogation of the Hartmont con- 
tract can be secured. In case it become 3 neccessary, you may read that part of the gene- 
ral instructions to the Dominican government. But if you find that it is practically impos- 
sible to secure this point, you will not let this prevent the conclusion or a treaty by Mr. 
Perry. He must then endeavor to secure the best terms possible in regard to that contract ; 
and if he finds that it is impossible to make any arrangements about it, the President au- 
thorizes him, nevertheless, to conclude a convention and treaty in which the Dominican 
Republic shall assume all future obligations gowing out of the contract, and shall agree to 
protect the United States against the same. 

** I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 



"Brevet Brigadier General Orville E. Babcock, ^c." 



" HAMILTON FISH. 
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Mr, Fish to Mr, Perry, 



** Department op State, 

*' Washington, November 6, 1869. 

** Sir : Herewith you will receive full powers from the President to conclude with the Do- 
minican Republic a treaty for the cessions of the dominion and sovereignty of that repub* 
lie to the United States, and also to conclude a convention with that republic for the lease 
of a specified territory about Samana Bay for a term of ninety-nine years, with a right of 
purchase. 

*' Brevet Brigadier General Orville E. Babcock will meet you at San Domingo, with 
powers from the President to direct the naval forces of the United States in the execution of 
any agreements which may be made with tbe Dominican Republic under these powers, and 
with tbe approval of General Babcock. 

** It is the desire of tbe President that you should confer with General Babcock in every step 
of these negotiations, and to be governed by his advice, as he is fully possessed of the views 
of the President on the subject. 

** You will find herewith a sealed letter to the minister of foreign relations of the Domini- 
can Republic, with an open copy of the same. 
**I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

''HAMILTON FISH. 

" Raymond H. Perry, 

Commercial J gent at San Domingo" 
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** Mr. Fish to Mr. Qautier. 

•'Department of State, 

'* Washington, November 6, 1869 

Sir : In order to carr^^ out the understanding that was informally come to between you 
and General Babcock in September last, the President of the United States has empowered 
Mr. Raymond H. Perry, the commercial agent at San Domingo, with plenary powers to 
conclude with the Dominican Repubtic a treaty for the cession of the dominions and sover- 
eignty of that republic to the United States, and also (in the alternative) a convention for 
the lease of Samana and the adjacent territory to the United States. 

**The President has also directed General Babcock, in consequence of his familiarity with 
the subject, to accompany Mr. Perry, without an official character, and has instructed Mr. 
Perry to advise with him in the negotiation. It is proper to add, for your excellency's in- 
formation, that the laws of the United States prevent the President from giving to General 
Babcock an official character in these negotiations. 

'* I avail myself of this occasion to offer to your excellency the assurance of my most dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

"HAMILTON FISH. 

" To his Excellency Manuel Maria Gautier, 

** Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Dominican Republic,^'* 



''Mr, Fish to Mr. Gautier, 

"Department OF State, 

** Washington, November 6, 1869. 

"Sir: General Orville E. Babcock is fully possessed of the President's views upon the 
subject of the negotiations which are intrusted to the official care of Mr. Raymond H. Perry, 
and has been instructed by the President to proceed (as an officer of the army of the United 
States) with Mr. Perry to San Domingo, for the purpose of acting on behalf of the United 
States when the treaty and convention shall be executed, should they be concluded. Mr. 
Perry has also been directed to confer at all times with General Babcock, and to be guided 
by his advice. 

" Although the laws of the United States have prevented the President from giving an 
official position to General Babcock, it is hoped that your excellency will confer freely with 
him in these negotiations 

** I avail myself of this occasion to offer to your excellency the assurance of my most dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

"HAMILTON FISH. 

"His Excellency Manuel Maria Gautier, 

'^Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Dominican Republic,^* 

Raymond H. Perry's examination resumed. 
By Mr. SCHURZ : 

Question. I saw a statement in the New York Times of yesterday to the effect that Mr. 
Smith had aided you in concocting the communication you addressed to the State Depart- 
ment, under date of June 7, 187U. Is that so? — Answer. No, sir. That com niuni cation 
was all finished when Mr. Smith arrived here, and I told him when he arrived that I h^d 
written a full statement of twenty-seven pages to the State Department ; and Senator How- 
ard can also prove that that letter was all written, and that he saw it in my room, before 
this investigation commenced. 

Mr. Howard. I cannot swear to that. 

The Witness. You asked me not to send it in to the State Department ; you asked me 
what it was all about, and you told me you were going around to see the President then, 
and would make me all right with the President. Those are your very worJs. 

Mr. Howard. You told me that it was not finished. That is what you said to me. 

The Witness. I told you that I had written a full statement of all this matter, and in- 
tended sending it in to the State Department the next morning . 

Mr. Howard. This is not the time for me to ask you as to that matter. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. Is there anybody else who made any suggestions to you as to what you should write 
or should not write ? — A. No one else that I know of. I can swear that no one else tried to 
influence me in my correspondence with the State Department. 

Q. So you say that that communication of June 7, 1870, was entirely and exclusively 
your own work of composition? — A. Entirely. I have taken. the advice of no one since I 
nave come to Washington. 

S. Eep. 234 ^13 
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Q. Ton said that 700 did not desire to be sent to San Dominc^ t — A. Tes. I told Secie- 
taiT Fish that I had been accustomed to a life of actiyity, one that required nerve and action, 
and that I did not think I was suited to the place. I also told General Dent so at the Execn- 
tiye Mansion. 

O. You say in your statement that you advised the State Department and General Bab* 
oock, more than once, of the bad reputation of Cazneau, Ac, How did you do that!— A. 
By written communicatioyis. 

Q. Have all the communications referring to that subject been laid before the committee, 
or are there any back ? — A. There are some back yet 

Q. Will you show them to us ? — ^A. They were in the State Department the night that Mr. 
Fish said there were no other communications on the subject. 

Q. Read those communications. — A. I will here state that on my first arrival in Wash- 
ington I called upon President Grant and Mr. Fish, the Secretary of State, and also upon 
Senator Chandler and several other senators. I spoke favorably of annexation, in favor of 
the island being annexed. At the same time I told them that there were a great many 
things in connection with annexation that should be cleared up before the island was an- 
nexed. I also stated very fully to Mr. Fish the facts connected with it. He asked me if I 
would write a full report in relation to the matter, and after I left him I understood there 
was to be an investigation of this thing, and I went to my room and wrote this communica- 
tion: 

" Washington, June 6, 1870. 

** In compliance with your request that I should make a full statement of facts within 
my knowledge*' 

By Mr. Williams : 

Q. Do you read that in answer to the question, what communications you made in regard 
to Mr. Cazneau ? — A. Tes, sir. 

Mr. Williams. Go on. 

The Witness, ( continuing. ) * ' Concerning the San Domingo treaty, I respectfully reply that 
since my arrival in Washington I have thought several times of making a toorough disclosure 
of parties connected with the San Domingo annexation, and nothing but the reluctance to do 
or to say anything that would influence the Senate in opposing the ratification of the treatj, 
and my regard for the reputation of one directly connected with the President, has pie- 
vented me doing so. I am and have been from the first strongly in favor of annexation, 
and have looked forward with pleasure to the time when the sturs and stripes would ware 
over the most beautiful island in the world, with its bays, &c. I have opposed all violstion 
of the treaty in San Domingo, and have thereby created an ill feeling toward me by the 
Dominican government and some Americans, principally by President Baez and Gautier, 
his secretary of state, who look to the interests of their friends. I decline to mention far- 
ther names and further facts till such investigation be begun. 
** Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"RAYMOND H. PERBY. 

*' Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

*' Secretary of State, Washington, D, C." 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Is there any answer to that from Mr Fish ? — A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Read it in that connection.— A. It is as follows : 

"Department op State, 

''Washington, June 6, 1870. 

'* Sir : Your communication of even date is received. 

" The charge, which you made verbally to me, was a specific one against a gentleman 
whom you referred to by name. My request was that you should reduce that specific 
charge to writing, in order that it might be presented to the President, as the subject of 
such inquiry as he might think proper to institute. 

' "I find that your communication not only fails to do so, but that you now * decline to 
mention names and facts.' I am, therefore, K)rced to regard the particular charges, which 
you so made, as now withdrawn. 

" I am, sir, your obedient servant, _ 

'i HAMILTON FISH. 
"Raymond H. Perry, Esq., 

'^ U.S. Commercial Agent, San Domingo, now in Washington.^^ 

As soon as I received that I imrmediately commenced the other communication. 

Mr. ScHURZ : ' 

Q. What charge is there referred to as having been made personally to Mr. Fish t— ^ } 
had complained of General Babcock as being mixed up with Cazneau and Fabens in "i^ 
concessions, and that correspondence had been carried on from the Executive Maosion with 
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those parties in San Doming, and I tj^nn^y^ Trn of thiTni^t?t Q£-^r naval sh^ps. co mm itted 
tHr**^ ^ft hftfl ^****" lliiim, LMdlrKJiiuu iiliiiif fflim thn ritirnpg^f Sanrf7fil^"ff*^^ ^^^ 

Q. Are there any communications that yon sent to the State Department/previous to your 
Tetum from San Domingo, which have not been communicated to us ? — A. Several ; but 
perhaps Mr. Fish does not think they refer directly to this subject. 

Q. I mean referring to Cazneau and those people. — A. I spoke of them in nearly every 
eommanication I wrote since I found out what their character was. 

Q. Did you not write a confidential letter to Secretary Fish about that?— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Has that letter been laid before the committee ? — A. I think so. 

Q. You said in your statement that General Babcock, when you went to San Domingo, 

fave you letters of introduction to Cazneau and Fabens. Do you remember that General 
(abcock in his testimony said that he had cautioned you against Cazneau especially, or 
stated that he had received some information unfavorable to Cazneau from the State Depart- 
ment, and communicated that information to you — is that so ? — A. I will state frankly that 
on the contrary General Babcock has always spoken in the highest terms of General Caz- 
nean, even in his last communication to me. 

Q. When he delivered this letter of introduction to you, did he at the same time caution 
yoH against Cazneau? — A. No, sir; he introduced me to him as a special friend and as a 
gentleman who had large interests in the island. 

By Mr. Williams : 

Q. Do you say positively that General Babcock did not inform you that Secretary Fish 
had told hinxtbat ne had not much confidence in Mr. Cazneau ? — A. Not a word of that 
kind was mentioned. 

Q. He stated here that he told you personally that he knew nothing against Cazneau ; 
that as far as he knew Mr. Cazneau was a gentleman, but that he told you that Secretary 
Fish had informed him he had not much confidence in him. You say there was no such 
conversation ? — A. I would swear that no such conversation took place. 

By Mr. SciiURZ : 

Q. You say you were advised by General Babcock and General Ingalls to speak encour- 
agingly with regard to the treaty and to mix no personal matters in your official communi- 
cations? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you communicated all the letters, with reference to that subject? — A. I have a 
letter from General Ingalls, and also my reply. 

Q. Let us have them. — A. General Ingalls's letter is dated March 31, 1870. 

Q. Is that the same date with General. Babcock's letter ? — A. No; there is one day's dif- 
ference. General Babcock 's letter was dated the 30th, and this was the Slst^ of March. 

By Mr. ViCKERS : 

Q. Where was it written from ? — A. General Ingalls's from New York ; General Babcock's 
from Washington. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 
Q. Read General Ingalls's letter. — A. It is : 

"Dear Perry: If the same people who made our cigars will make five thousand more 
(Landres) for me, and you can send them to this harbor by some friendly officer on board 
any vessel coming here, I will thank you to give the order. I wish them made with the 
greatest possible care. Those I had made cost me fifteen dollars per thousand, cigar boxes 
included. 

" Babcock sends letters to yourself and Fabens. If the Tybee does not touch at Samana, 
Fabens's letter must be given to General Cazneau. Please see to it. 

'* The Senate has been debating the treaty pretty sharply, but it will be confirmed shortly. 
The treaty loill be ratified. The people must have patience. The subject was rather new 
here among the politicians, and they require time for information. Be careful to cultivate 
the idea of final annexation. Do not write, speak, or think otherwise. 

*' Be careful to mix no private or unofficial letters in your official correspondence.^^^gg^ 

^^CftT"'*^g'*^g' ^^ ^^^ your letters. 

**Givemy1respecrr1o~airmy friends in San Domingo. I heartily wish for their pros- 
perity, and that can be infinitely promoted by annexation. 

**In haste, &c., 

" KUFUS INGALLS. 

*' New York, March 31, 1870." 

Q. Had you mixed with official matters in your official correspondence any personal 
matter ?— A. Nothing, except where it referred to parties acquiring property and concessions 
on the island. . 

Q. Cazneau and others ? — A. I have never made any personal remarks in any way but 
what I thought concerned the financial interests of the two countries. * 
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Q. What was the reply to tliat letter? — A. This was not written officially ; it is a letter to 
(General In galls : 

»»San Domingo City, April 15, 1870. 

''My Dear Sir : Your kind note of March 31 was received by the Tybee, and I reply 
by return steamer. 

*' I am aware the Senate have had some sharp debates in regard to annexation. I can 
assure you that during t»j stay in San Domingo I have exerted every effort to aid the 
cause. I also have endeavored to hasten President Baez in his movements, and have sag- 

Sested plans for arousing the people to action. But there is no use in disguising the fact 
lat Baez and his cabinet have been exc<>edingly timid as regards the good faith of oar gov- 
ernment, and lost the first forty days' time listening to the advice of others. 

** I can safely assert that I have never mingled private and official affairs in my official 
correspondence with the department save where it affected the interests of my government. 
Unbiased by friends or foes, I have endeavored, while occupying this position, to keep one 
nndeviating line of du^y. I shall not hesitate i¥om motives of personal prudence to expose 
any intrigues against the interests of my government. Such I consider the only real coarse 
for me to take ; and if others involved in the San Domingo question had adopted this line 
of conduct, I think there would not have been so much difficulty in securing the ratification 
of the treaty. 

'''With kind regards to all mutual friends, lam, very respectfully, your obedient ser- 
vant, 

"RAYMOND H. PERRY. 
" General RuFUS Ingalls." 

Q. Is that all the correspondence you have had with General Ingalls ? — A« I have since 
received a letter from General Ingalls. 
Q. Produce that.— A- It is as follows : 

**New York City 
♦•117 West Thirteenth street, June 18, 1870. 

"My Dear Sir: I have heard that you have recently made official use of a private 
letter" 

I have made no official use of it. 

'♦ which you stated I had written to you. 

"Such action on the part of a gentleman surprises me greatly, and must have been 
brought about by some very unusual cause. As our relations have been of the most private, 
brief character, not unfriendly, 1 have to ask you to send me a copy of the letter referred to, 
if not the original. I desire simply to see whether or not my conduct, so far as you and 
San Domiugo affairs are concerned, can be construed as obnoxious to criticism prejudicial 
to me. Please send it to the Arlington House, where I shall be during the day to-morrow. 
" Your obedient servant, 

" RUFUS INGALLS. 
•* To Raymond H. Perry, 

** United States Commercial Agent, San Domingo, ff'illard^s Hotel, Washington.*^ 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Had you any interview with Mr. Smith, ex-commercial agent, before you delivered to 
the State Department your letter of the 7th of June? — A. That communication was all 
written and lying on the table in my room 

Q. The question is whether you had any intercourse, or interview, with him before you 
delivered the paper to the department? — A. Yes, sir; and I kept it back from the depart- 
ment on your advice and request. 

Q. I do not ask you as to that now ; I will come to that directly. You had had confer- 
ences with Mr. Sniith ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. After you had written that letter, did Mr. Smith look it over? — A. I read parts of it to 
Mr. Smith. 

Q. I hold the origrinal now in my hand. Are there not interlineations there in the hand- 
writing of Mr. Smith? — A. Not one. 

Q. Are you sure? — A. Yes, sir; I wiU swear to it. Mr. Smith has not touched a pen to 
the paper in any way. 

Q. In whose handwriting is the interlineation of the words, ^*or rather the people " ? — A. 
I do not know, unless it is that of the clerk who copied it. I can produce the clerk who 
made the copy. 

Q. You do not know whose handwriting it is in ? — A. I do not. 

Q. There is another interlineation of the word ** equally." In whose handwriting is 
that ? — A. I presume those corrections were made by the copyist. 



O. Is that in the handwriting of the copyist? — A. I think it is. 



Then, on another page, the word "them" is written over an erasure. Do you know 
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in whose handwritiDg tliat is 7 — A. I think that was also written hj the copyist. Mr. 
Smith has not toacl)ed pen to the paper. 

Q. Who was the copyist ? — A. A man over the office of Colonel Potter, the paymaster. 

Q. There is another interlineation on another page of the words ** protection of the." In 
whose handwriting is that 7 — A. I think that is the copyist's. 

Q. And again, the word ** taken*' on another page 7 — A. I think that is the hand- 
writing of the copyist. 

Q. In another place the word *^ Fabens " is interlined. Do you say the same of this inter- 
lineation 7 — A. I think so. 

Q. Are none of these interlineations in the handwriting of Mr. Smith? — A. I do not swear 
that they are not, but I say almost positively thai I know they are not. 

Q. You do not think they are 7 — A. I do not. ' 

Q. There is the word '' posted " interlined on another page. Do you think that is in the 
handwriting of the copyist? — A. I am very positive it is, but even if it was, those little sen- 
tences do not affect the meaning of the communication. 

Q. In another place the words **and a dishonest man" are interlined. In whose hand- 
writing are those words ? — A. I have told you that I think all those interlineations are in the 
handwriting of the copyist. 

Q. And not in the handwriting of Mr. Smith ?~A. I think so. Mr. Smith has not been 
consulted in regard to that. The whole thing was written when he came here. 

Q. The word ^* grant" is interlined in another place. In whose handwriting is that 7 — 
A. Mine. 

Q. The closing paragraph of the letter is in your handwriting, is it not? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You spoke or my calling upon you in your room. Do you recollect the date of that 
call?— A. I do. 

Q. What was it? — A. The evening of the day this committee was appointed. 

Q. Was it not before you were examined as a witness? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The evening before 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did I not, when I called at your room at Willard's Hotel, say to you that your pres- 
ence, as a witness, would be ^cessary the next day before the committee, and give you the 
hour? — A. I had already reov^d & uote from Senator Nye to that effect. 

Q. Did I not tell you so? — A. You asked if I had received any information as to coming 
before the committee. 

Q. When I came into your room did I not give you the time when you would be wanted 7 — 
A. You spoke of the investigation. I do not remember that vou mentioned the time. 

Q. Did I not say to you there and then that there was in Mr. Hat<;h's memorial a state- 
ment in which, as I thought, you had some interest, and that your attention would be par- 
ticularly called to it ; and that was, that the non-release of Hatch, as he thought, was in 
consequence of your arrival in San Domingo f — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did I not state to you that you would be called as a witness, and I should want to 
ask you particularly about that 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did I not intimate to you that in my opinion that was a mistake on the part of Hatch 
in imputing to you or your arrival his non-release? — A. I think you did. 

Q. Your table was then covered with papers, written, as I thought, in pencil, many of 
them ? — A. They were all written in ink. 

Q. No matter about that ; there were sheets of .paper on the table, and yon appeared to be 
engaged in writing a letter which you said you were intending to send to the Secretary of 
State 7— -A. Yes, sir ; and here is the one you saw there that evening. 

Q. I merely saw the sheets on the table, and asked yx)u what was the character of the 
letter which you were writing ; and did I not suggest to you that perhaps you had better 
suspend the finishing of that letter until you might receive further instructions from the 
Secretary of State 7 — A. No, sir. 

Q. Are you sure of that 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you state that under your oath 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Howard. I can only state to the committee that I did make that suggestion to him 
myself, in those words. 

The Witness. You said to me, "You must not think of presenting that paper to the 
State Department;" those were your very words. 

Mr. Howard. What I said was, "You had better suspend the finishing of that letter 
tintil you hear from the Secretary of State ;" and I said further, *' So far as I can see, now, 
I cannot understand what beneficial result will be obtained from the writing of that letter, 
as yon are to be examined at length before the committee." 

The Witness. There is the card you sent to my room that evening, (producing a card 
with the words " Senator Howard " on it.) and this is the memorandum I made on tho back 
of it : "June 8, promised to make me all right with the President if I would not send my 
report in to the State Department. He was then on his way to President's." That is the 
memorandum I made on the back of your card, and those were your words. 

Mr. Howard. I can only say those were not. my words and do not convey my Idea as 
•expressed to Mr. Perry. 

The Witness. Then there is a falsehood between us ? 
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Mr. Howard. Tes, if you choose to have it so. 

Mr, ViCKERS. Not necessarily ; only a misconception. 

The Witness. Did you not say that yon were on your way to the President's and wo aid 
make me ali right with the President f 

Mr. Howard. I did not tell yon I would make yon all rieht with the President I yfrma 
OB my way to see General Baboock. I may have said that I was on my way to the Presi- 
dent's, but not to see the President I did not see the President. 

By Mr. ScHURZ: 

Q. Mr. Perry, yon say in yonr statement that yoa had a conTersation with Mr. Fabens on 
the way down, n Uie course of which he spoke unfavorably about Mr Hatch 7 — A. Yea, sir. 

Q. Mr. Fabens denies that. Will you give us the particulars as far as yon remeaiber 
them T— A. He spoke of Hatch's case, and said he was interfering with annexation, and also 
that he was inteitering with plans that were going on upon the island. Colonel Fabens suid 
myself walked on the hurricane deck very often afUr dinner, perhaps every day. He yya» 
constantly speaking of the opportunities I would have there of making money, Slc; and 
that be would indorse me, ana that his friend General Cazneau would indorse me. He 
represented the immense sums that Cazneau had. He also expressed a wish that I woold 
BOt intercede in behalf of Mr. Hatch. 

Q. Are your recollections with regard to those conyersations quite distinct 7 — ^A. Very 
distinct ; for I have been very careful since I arrived here. 

Q. Tou are sure you do not make a mistake 7 — A. I am sure ; I swear to it. 

Q. Tou say, in your statement, ** General Babcock often told me I must stand by Caz- 
neau and Fabens, and advise with them ; that they represented large interests on the island, 
and that he had interests with them." When did those conversations occur 7 — A. He inti- 
mated the same thing to me when he gave me letters of introduction to them in Washington,, 
and almost his last words when he went on the steamer Albany to Samana were, thst I must 
^ stand by those men ; that they were good men to advise with ; and he also spoke of having' 
interests with them, and that they hsd large interests on the island. 

Q. Are your recollections quite distinct in regard to that point 7— A. Perfectly so; and 
he also spoke of taking Fabens to 8amana Bay, which I hai^ not stated in this communi- 
cation. He stated that he was going to leave 1 abens at Safmana to look after the flag, &c., 
there. I have not stated that in the communication, but such is the fact. 

Q. You ssv that General Babcock told you, at San Domingo, that you must not attempt 
to release Mr. Hatch; that be would work against annexation, and was an enemy to 
Fabens, Cazneau, &c, 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you reaffirm that statement here, in the presence of General Babcock and this com- 
mittee 7 — A. I do. 

Q. Are your recollections quite distinct in regard to that 7— A. Perfectly so. 

Q. You stated, in your communication, that people from Samana complained to you of 
Mr. Fabens receiving lumber and goods free of duty, and underselling them 7 — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Give us the particulars of that, as far as you remember. — A. They were given me on 
my way through. I also received a letter on the subject, which I have here written in 
French. 

Q. Let us see that letter. — A. (Producing a letter.) It is from a merchant at Samana. I 
have also conversed with citizens there. 

Q. Was the letter translated to you 7 — A. It was translated. I tiiink it is in French. 

Q. (Taking the letter.) Yes, it is in French. Does the letter touch this point?— A. It 
does. 

The Chairman. I suppose it had better be read. 

Mr. ScHURZ. Is it satisfactory to the committee that I should translate it 7 

The Chairman. Certainly. 

Mr. ScHURZ translated the letter, as follows : 

"SAM4NA, April 12, 1870. 

'* Mr. Consul : On the second day of our trip we arrived at Samana. I must tell vou 
that the captain of the Bibb, Mr. Robert Piatt, has been very kind to me. I was attacked 
by a burning fever on board, and he has neglected nothing to five me all the care which 
my situation demanded. I am also very grateful to him for all the goodness he has had for 
me. And I thank you very sincerely for the eminent service which you have rendered me 
in making known to me this worthy officer of the American marine and in procuring me a 
passage on board the Bibb. 

'* Samana is in the enjoyment of perfect quiet. The population is perfectly tranquil. It 
is necessary that the American genius shoidd give a little soul and vigor to this sleeping 
corpse." 

*' Mr. F * * * * passes here as the indispeusable man for the situation. He has on 
the island a great depot of building? lumber, for which he has secured a passage through the 
custom-house as property of the United States, and, in consequence, without paying duty, 
t The delegate officer of the government, Mr. A * * *, affirms that this building lumber ^ 
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belongB certainly to Mr. Fabens, or at least to tlM company of the Tybee, of which he is the 
agent. He declares this fact in a manner so positive that it is impossible to doubt, and as 
for the rest, he sells these things to persons who want to bny.them. 

'* Mr. F. * * * * has bnilt also a very nice hoase, situated, so to say, oroosite the 
little dty of Samana. It stands at the foot of a hill, which is very fertile ana of a yery 
pietnresqne aspect All this is the property of Mr. Fabens darin||^ his life, if I am well 
informed. A few days ago, Mr. Fabens has received from the minister of the interior, of" 
the Dominican government, G * * * *, a letter, by which the latter instracts him to go 
to San Domingo in order to leave on a diplomatic mission to the United States. According 
to Mr. A. he at first refused to yield to that invitation, inasmuch as he wanted to go from< 
here direct to Washington, where great interests are to be solved, as he says, which call him 
immediately. However, it appears that he has decided otherwise, and, by the version which 
he has given me, the Tybee is to carry him to San Domingo, from where he will go to 
the United States. This would make me believe that bis relations with the local authorities 
are very intimate, and very little disinterested. I believe, therefore, that you must expect to 
see him very soon in San bomingo. 

" Tou seem to have some doubts as to the success of annexation. Mr. Fabens has none at 
all in this respect. He says diat he is possessor of a letter which has been addressed to him by 
Mr. Sumner, which permits him to expect a very favorable solution of this question. On the 
other hand Mr. Fabens speaks of secret engagements taken by Mr. B******, secretary of 
President Grant, which would go to assure annexation. Take good notice of this informa- 
tion, which may serve to enlighten you. If I might believe a report, which might almost be 
called official, Mr. Fabens is a man of violent and insatiable greed. It is affirmed to me th^t 
he has addressed a petition to the ayuntamiento of this place to demand forever the lease of 
a certain quantity ot lands in the neighborhood of Samana. This demand has been made bv 
Mr. Fabens as the representative of Mr. Sullivan, the latter citizen enjoying a great credit 
and extreme confidence of the United States, and especially with President Grant. This peti- 
tion has been immediately accepted, and the lease has been made to him as the representative 
of Mr. Sullivan. 

"I cannot understand what the idea of Mr. Fabens can have been in acting thus, but I 
can assure you that Mr. Sullivan was mortified by this scandalous act, and he has demanded an 
account of him. Mr. Fabens at first denied it, but when it was said to him that he would 
furnish him official proofs of this misconduct he avowed it ; but he has given us a pretext 
that he had acted thus in order to arrive more easily at his ends. 

**Then Mr. Sullivan said to him that he had never authorized him to use his name ; but 
since he had done it he desired to have that land. Mr. Fabens refused, and Mr. Sullivan 
declared to him that he would make a protest after his arrival in the United States ; and that 
he would find means to force him to remain within the limits of right and reason. It was 
Mr. X * * * * yfixo ^as charged with the prosecution of this affair. I am assured that Mr. 
Fabens has insinuated to the Americans who live here since the time of Boyer that he is 
governor of Samana. Mr. A., when informed of this circumstance, sent to Mr. Fabens the 
poor devils, whenever they were in difficulty. Finally, when driven into his last intrench- 
ments and unable to dupe anybody any longer, this ambitious man saw himself obliged to 
send them back to the office iof the alcalde. But, devoured by the ardent stimulant of the 
passion of authority and burning with the desire to surround himself with power, even if 
that power should be fictitious and only fit to content his appetites, it is pretended that Mr. 
Fabens has pushed his monomania even to the point of admitting that some of his partisans 
spoke of uniting the people of this district in general assemblies, in order to secure him the 
realization of the dream of his predilection. What would the vote of these assemblies, com- 
posed exclusively of Dominicans, have signified ? Was the cession of Samana up to this 
time made in an official form, by virtue of what law would such an expression of the senti- 
ments of the population have been obtained ? What would an authority, obtained in so 
singular and comical a way, have amounted to 1 Very happily, in time, wisdom and rea- 
son have enlightened him, and this droll project has been abandoned. 

** They tell nere a thousand other anecdotes all equally as amusing as this which I have 
just related to you, but it is enough for to-day. In another correspondence I will give them 
to you if they can amuse you in any way. In any case, if Mr. Fabens comes to tne United 
States, as I have no doubt he will, you may be sure that he will return to Samana invested 
with the title of commercial agent. I must conclude, from^the present situation of affairs* 
that my chances are very slight. In any case reauired on mv account, the ambition does 
not spur me enough in my heart to induce me to do a mean thing. Being an adopted son 
of the glorious Star Spangled Banner, I shall never stain the honorable title of a citizen of 
the United States. 

** The arrival of the Tybee prevents me from* writing more extensively. It is four o'clock 
in the morning and this moment the Tybee fires its gun. 

** I am, Mr. Consul, your humble and obedient servant, 

" J. L. MABIA. 

** Raymond H. Perry, 

** Consul United States of America,^* 
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Q. The letter refers to your havine; procured the writer a passa^ on board the Bibb ;^ did 
yoa fi^t him a passajpa ? — A. I spoke to the captain who was goiag to Samaoa at the time 
•and ask Ad him if be could take this gentleman up with him. 

Q. Who did you noderstand was meant in the letter by Mr. F ^—A. Mr. Fabens. 

I never saw this gentleman till the day before the Bibb sailed; when became to ask me if 
I could get him a passage to Samana, I told him I could ; and as he was going awa^ X 
^asked him to write me any news he bad at Samana, as I was interested in hearing what weis 
• going on at Samana. He wrote me this letter. 

Q. Who is the Mr. A. referred to in it ? — A. I do not remember. I never answered the 
letter. 

By Mr. Howard : 
Q. Did you know the writer ?— A. He was no friend of mine. I never heard of him be- 
Tore, and I never answered his letter. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Yon got a passage for him, though ? —A. I would get a passage for any stranger. 

Q Did you see him before he got it f — A. He came to my house. This naval officer was 
dining with me that afternoon, and I asked him about taking him up to Samana. 

Q. What does he mean, do you koow, in his expression in the letter that he was afraid 
that his chance was very slim ; do you know to what that had reference ? — A. No, sir. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. He speaks of Fabens coming back as commercial agent, and says, in that connection, 
that his own chances were slim ; do you know what he meant? — A. He had no chance of 
being commercial agent. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Do you know what he referred to in that letter, when be said his chances were slim? — 
A. I do not ; I never heard his name mentioned for any position, or his applying for any. 

By Mr. Howard: 

Q. State whether you ever knew the writer. — A. I saw him in Samana as I came through, 
and told him I had not answered his letter, and did not wish to carry on a correspondence. 

Q. Where does he reside and carry on business? — A. He is a merchant at Samana, and 
has a store there. He is a Frenchman. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. You told the committee, by way of introduction to the reading of the letter, that you 
requested the writer to keep you advised of what was being done at Samana? — A. I did. 
Q. Did you make that request of an entire stranger ? — ^A. I did. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Hiid be iutroduced himself to you as an American citizen? — A. He told me he had 
Ameriw'au papers, and represented himself as a merchant at Samana. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Is that all you know in regard to Mr. Fabens selling goods there ? — A. No, sir. I also 
had it from two American citizens there from the State of Maine. I have their names and 
the circumstances connected with the affair. I had an interview with them at Samana as I 
came through. 

By Mr. SCHURZ : 

Q. Give us their names. — A. Benjamin Bower and Captain Rowe, from Rockland, 
Maine. 

June 16, 1870— 7i o'clock p. m. 

Raymond H. Perry's examination continued. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Question. Ton said something about Captain Bunco having been sent to Puerto Plata for 
the purpose of watching there a revolutionary outbreak which seems to have been threat- 
ened. Give us the particulars of that affair. — Answer. President Baez told Admiral Poor 
in my presence — I always called upon the President with Admiral Poor whenever the 
admiral made his calls — that there was an attempt at revolution at Puerto Plata ; an attempt 
on the part of the English and German merchants, encouraged by the English consul, 
Theodore Farrinjrton. Admiral' Poor immediately dispatched Captain Bunco, of the Nan- 
tasket, to go to Puerto Plata and inquire into the facts of the case. Captain Bunco went off 
there and had a correspondence with Farrington, copies of which I have, threatening to fire 
upon the town in case of any outbreak. There was a disturbance there, and a great many 
men were arrested ; but all that were arrested were Dominicans — officers in the army and 
Dominican citizens. Captain Bunco returned to San Domingo City, stated the facts to 
Admiral Poor, and Admiral Poor went with me and called on President Baez again. Then 
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President Baez told Admiral Poor, in my presence, that the admiral bad misunderstood him, 
that he had not made any sach statements. 

Q. Have yon reason to snppose that the revolutionary movement there was intended and 
commenced by Dominicans and not by the forei|[^n merchants 7 — A. Yes, sir ; it was by Do- 
minicans in the army. Officers in the Dominican army started it. 

Q. There is something in your communication and also in your testimony about certain 
conversations you had with Don Carlos Baez and other senators concerning gprants. State 
to OS the circumstances under which those persons came to you and gave you your informa- 
tion. — A. The first information I had of the grant before the senate to Cazneau for those 
two hundred thousand acres for emigration purposes, and the one mile on each side of the rail- 
road from San Domingo City to Azua, was given to Mr. Prime in his bank one morning by 
Don Carlos Baez, a member of the senate and a general in the army of President Baez. He 
stated to Mr. Prime, giving him a memorandum, that such grants were before the Senate, 
and that they were in violation of the treaty; and, unless some stop were put to them, Caz- 
neau — he mentioned Cazneau in particular — would he in possession of all the public lands of 
the island ; and he said he wanted me to protest against it. I have a memorandum in my 
book of the whole thing. 

Q. Read the memorandum. — A. This memorandum Don Carlos Baez gave to Mr. Prime, 
who afterward handed it to me : 

*' Cazneau presented petition to senate April 29, approved by Gautier, secretary of 
state, for introducing emigrants, next two years two thousand emigrants — five hundred for 
the province of San Domingo, the balance for the frontiers ; one hundred acres to each emi- 
grant <• the emigration to continue for two years. Cazneau reserves to himself the right to 
govern, administrate, and hold entire control of these lands. These emigrants not to be 
Dominicans — to be consequently under his control. Cazneau to be the absolute owner of any 
mines discovered or existing in these lands. Cazneau presented this same petition to Cabral, 
which was not acted upon." 

By the Chairman : 
Q. What was the date of the presentation of that petition? — ^A. April 29, 1870. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. Did you take down that memorandum immediately after your conversation with those 
persons? — A. Immediately after ; and then I called on the president of the senate, Pedro 
Garcia, and one other member, and they also asked me if I would not protest against these 
things. They said that Baez and Gautier were approving them, and they did not dare to 
take any side against them unless I would take a lead in the matter. 

By Mr. Williams : 

Q. Did you make that memorandum the day the conversation occurred ? — ^A. I did. 
Q. Then and there T — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. For what purpose ? — A. To protest against grants and concessions. I thought it was a 
violation of the treaty. 
Q. Was that all the object you had in view ?— A. The only object. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. I wish to ask you a question in regard to a matter in which General Babcock*s testi- 
mony is in conflict with yours, and that is your conversation with Greneral Babcock on the 
30th of May, at the Executive Mansion. You have already said in your previous testimony, 
referring to the 30th of May — " I met General Babcock on that morning at ten o'clock, or a 
little after ten. We were speaking about one matter or another — about San Domingo ; and 
he said that it was a great pity that I had had that man Hatch released. I told him that I 
had direct orders from the State Department to secure bis release. Then he said I could 
not help it, having received those orders ; but it was a mistake, and that the President was 
very much displeased about it.'* Now will you give all the particulars about that matter, 
because it is a very important point in the case. Tell us whether your recollections in regard 
to that particular conversation are quite distinct 7 — A. Perfectly so. 

Q. Did General Babcock express himself substantially in those words? — A. He did. I 
can repeat the exact words if you wish. 

Q. Please do so. 

The Chairman. If it is simply a repetition it is not worth while to load the record with it. 

The Witness. It is the very same words. 

By Mr. Schurz : M. 

Q. Did he say anything further ? — ^A. He did not say anything further ; and one reaR>n 
why I wrote this full account to the State Department was that I had had a conversation 
with the President the day before, and be told me that I did perfectly right in protesting 
against grants. 

Q. . So that, on full consideration, you affirm your testimony as to your conversation with 
General Babcock on that occasion, in relation to Mr. Hatch's case ? — A. I do. 
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Q. Yon said that Mioitter Oaatier aaked joa to have the matter of the release of Mr. 
Hatch referred back to the goTemmeot of the United States. Was that after jovl told bim 
that jou had recdyed instmctions from the State Department to nse yonr good offices to 

grocnre the release of Mr. Hatch f— A. Tes, sir ; it was after that. I UkAl that order to 
fantier and read it to him and President Baei in the presence of Mr. Delmonfce. fie 
wanted to refer it back again to Washington, hot I told him it wonM take too lotig ; it 
wonld take at least two months to get an answer. 

Q. I understand 70a hare two letters from Qeneral Babcock, which yon desire to present. 
•»A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What are their dates 7— A. I will read them. Thej are as follows : 



*' Executive Mansion, 
"■ WaMngtim, D. C, Octifker 28, 1869. 



*' My Dear Major : I send by to-day's express a box marked to yon and marked * Books ' 
in the comer. May I tronble yon on reaching San'Domingo City to send the box to Mr. M. 
Gantier, secretary of state, &c., and also ask yon to send the two accompanying letters. I 
send yoQ, also, a letter to my friend Greneral W. L. Cazneau, who, I am snre, yon will be 
pleased to know. Wishing yon all success, 
" I am your obedient servant, 

** O. E. BABCOCK. 
"R.H.Perry, frc, J^c." 

*' United States Steamer Albany, 

** Harbor San Domingo^ November 18, 1869. 

'* My Dear Major : The bearer of this goes to invite you to go off and to ask yon to go 
with him to offer President Baez a national salute for his country. I shall be pleased to 
have you return with the bearer and bring Colonel Fabens with you. 

Should President Baez or his cabinet ask you if I am on board the Albany, tell them you 
suppose I am ; but should they not ask you, you need not mention the matter. 
** I am, very truly, your obedient servant, 

**0. E. BABCOCK. 
**R. H. Perry, ^c, ^c." 

Those are the only two letters bearing on those men. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Do you recollect that I produced this morning your origidal letter to the Secretary of 
State, dated June 7, 1870, and that I left the letter by accident when the committee ad- 
journed upon the table ; did you carry it away 7 — A. I did. 

Q. What authority did you have for carrying it away ? — A. None at all. 

Q. How, then, did it happen that you carried it away? — A. By mere accident I had all 
my papers here where I am now sitting, at the corner of the table alongside of you. The gen- 
tleman sitting at the desk, Mr. Burche, picked up the paper, and I thought it was 
one of my papers. I have been very anxious and particular about my papers, because 
some of them relate directly to this matter, and I cannot do without them. I told him it 
was one of my papers, and I thought at the time it was, and I put it among the others. 

Q. You were waited upon in the course of the afternoon by the messenger of this com- 
mittee, Mr. Boyd, with a note from Mr. Burche asking you to send back the letter, were you 
not ?-*A. I was waited upon first by one gentleman, and afterward by another. 

Q. My question is, were you waited upon by him 7 — A. Tes, sir. 

Q. What reply did you make to him? — A. I told him I did not think I had any such 
paper, and I was surprised at the note. 

Q. Did you look over your bundle?— A. I did. 

Q. Did you hand that letter to Boyd from your bundle ? — A. I asked him if that was the 
letter. 

Q. What reply did he make 7— A He told me he thought it was. 

Q. Did you hand it to him T-^A. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Did you not see the mark of the State Department upon it 7 — A. I did then ; but at 
the time I took it from the table I c|id not notice that mark. 

By Mr. Howard : 

tDid you take that letter away from Mr. Boyd befor^ he left the room, and hand it to 
her person 7 — A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Why did you do that 7 — A. Because that other gentleman came with the first order for 
it, and I thought the first order ought to have it. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Had he made his errand known before Mr. Boyd got there 7 — A. That first gentleman 
had, and I told him I was surprised at the note. I did not understand it. I was very busy 
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in my room and sat down to write a reply to the note, for I did iMl^ink I could have made 
a mistake in takingtbe paper. Pretty soon thifl other gentleman came in with a note for the 
same paper, and I jumped np at once and looked at my handle, and finding it I came to the 
Gonclosion that I should follow the rale ** first come, first served." 

Q. Yon knew that you took it from the table in this room, and you knew it was the paper 
I had been using at the session of the committee this morning. Why did you not return it 
to my messenger, Mr. Boyd, who was sent for it at my request by Mr. Burche 7 — A. I stated 
to tlio two gentlemen pres^it, '*I want to do what is fair about this thing; here you two 
H^entlemen are with an older for the same paper," and I said ** I think it is nothing more 
thaa fair that I should give it to the first one wno came for it." 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Did you not knovr that I had produced the paper before the committee this morning ?-^ 
A. I knew you had produced it. 

Q. Ton knew that because I had it in my hand and examined you in regard to interlinea- 
tions in it 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Then on what authority did you deliver that paper to another person ?— A. Because 
that person came with the first order, and it was from a senator. 

Q. Did you not know that it was proper to deliver the paper to the person who came from 
me ? — A. I asked those two gentlemen to decide between themselves which one shoftld 
take it. 

By the Chaoiaian : 

Q. You said that you gave it to Mr. Boyd, and then took it away from him and gave it to 
the other man. Why did you do that? — A. I did not really take it awav ; there was no 
force about it. I merely said, '*I do not think it is fair that I should give this paper to you, 
bnt I think the first gentleman who came for it should have it." I gave it to the person 
who came with the first order. 

Mr. ScHURZ. Will the chairman permit me to make a statement about this matter? 

Mr. Howard. I have not got through ; I wish Mr. Burcbe to be examined. 

John C. Burche sworn and examined. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Question. Are you acting as the clerk of this committee ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you recollect the circumstance that occurred this morning in regard to a letter 
which I produced before the committee, dated 7th June, instant, written by Mr. Perry and 
stamped with the stamp of the State Department ? — ^A. Generally, when tne committee ad- 
journs, I gather up the papers and lock them up. Gathering them up this morning I ob- 
served a paper on the table tied with red tape. General Bchurz was in the room and I took 
it up and asked him, '* General, is that your paper?" He said '*No." Mr. Byington was 
standing here, and then I said to him, " It must be General Ferry's ;" and I asked nim if he 
knew anything about it. He said, " No ; but if you will open it I will tell you." I opened 
it and we looked at it ; and he said at once, '' It is not General Ferry's." I observed a blue 
mark upon it and Mr. Perry stepped forward and said^ *' I think it is my paper. " Being 
anxious togo up to the Senate Cnamber I asked him, ** Is that your paper? " and he said, 
" Yes." He had a large bundle and I gave it into his hands. 

Q. Did you call his attention to the mark on it ?— A. I said, *' I think this is a State De- 
partment paper, for I see the stamp on it ;" but I was in a great hurry. Mr. Byington stood 
alongside ; Mr. Boyd was at the door, and I immediately went up stairs. 

By Mr. Ferry: 

Q. Was the large bundle of papers belonging to Mr. Perry which he now has before him 
here at the time ? — A. I think so. 

Q. And he was gathering his papers together ?— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And this paper was lying near where his papers were? — A. It was lying on the table 
not far from the corner where be was. 

By Mr. Howard : 
Q. You called his attention to the departmental stamp upon it ? — ^A. I think I called his 
attention to that. 

JBy Mr. SCHURZ : 

Q. Are you sure of that ?— A. I would not be sure of it ; but I think so from the fact that 
I opened it and the first thing that struck my attention was this stamp. I did not have my 
glasses on and could not see very distinctly. I may not have known exactly what it was 
at the time, but I have observed since. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. After he thus saw the stamp did he claim that that paper was his ? — A. I asked him if 
he thought that paper was his, and he said, " Yes," and took it. I did not know at the 
time whether it was his or belonged to the committee. 
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By the Chairman : 

Q. Did I request you to write a letter to Mr. Perry on the subject ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Asking the return of the paper 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you write it t—A. I did. 

Q. Who carried it? — A. Mr. Boyd, the messenger at the door. He brought it back, and 
here it is. 

Mr. ScHURZ. I desire to make a statement in regard to this matter. My attention was 
called to it in the Senate Chamber by Senator Ferry, who informed me that Senator Howard 
had told him that Mr. Perry had carried off his statenaent of the 7th of June, which had 
been used by Senator Howard, and from the way in which Senator Ferry explained the mat- 
ter to me, I came to the conclusion that there was some suspicion attached to the action of 
Mr. Perry on the part of Senator Howard. I then said at once to Senator Ferry that if 
that was true, of course it was necessary that Mr. Perry should deliver up that package of 
papers immediately. Senator Ferry sat down and wrote a note to Mr. Perry, not knowing^ 
that from this office a message had been sent to Mr. Perry. I had no information about that 
at all. 

Mr Howard. It had not then been sent. It was some time after that, probably ; that my 
messeuf^er, Mr. Boyd, was sent. 

Mr. ScHURZ. We shall see. Not knowing that, and seeing the clerk of the Committee 
, on Foreign Relations, Mr. Holmes, standing on the floor of the Senate, I said to Mr. Holmes 
that I desired him to carry a note to Willard's Hotel, for the purpose of getting certain 
papers. Senator Ferry wrote the note and Mr. Holmes carried it and came back again in a 
very short time with this paper. I saw, also, Mr. Byington on the floor of the Senate, and 
knowing that Mr. Byington had been here in this room when I left it, and when, as 
I remembered, nobody was here except Mr. Perry, Mr. Burche, and Mr. Byington, 
I asked Mr. Byington whether he knew anything about that, matter, and he said he 
did. I asked him to stay this evening for the purpose of testifying in the case, should 
a question be raised about it He said to me that it was absolutely necessary for him to 
leave for home to-night, but he would sit down and under the oath which he had taken this 
morning give a statement of what he remembered of the facts ; and here is his statement. 
I can, testify to his signature myself because I saw him sign it. Shall I read it? 

The Chairman. Certainly. 

Mr. ScHURZ. His statement is : 

** Washington, June 16, 1870. 

** The facts within my knowledge concerning the copy of Mr. Perry's report, taken hj 
him this morning from the committee-room, are' as as follows : 

*' The clerk of the special committee to investigate the matter of Davis Hatch handed me 
a roll of manuscript, saying it belonged to Mr. Ferrv. I offered to carry it to Mr. Ferry 
who had just gone to the Senate Chamber. The clerk tinrolled it, to be sure of its charac- 
ter, when Mr. Perry, who was standing by packing up his papers, remarked, * That is my 
report ;' and it was passed through my hanas from the clerk to Mr. Perry, when I passed 
out. 

*' This statement I make in writing, on account of being obliged to leave the city before the 
evening session of the committee, under the obligation of my oath taken this morning. 
"Respectfully, 

"A. H. BYINGTON." 

The Chairman. Then it seems he knew what it was. 

Mr. ScHURZ. Certainly. As to what happened at the hotel, Mr. Holmes is in the room of 
the Committee on Foreign Relations this evening and can be here at any moment to give his 
testimony in regard to that. 

R.. H. Perry. I should like to state, sir, that my attention was not called to any blue 
mark on the document. I would swear to that. I mistook the paper for my report, the orig- 
inal of which I had in my pocket at the time. I supposed at the moment I had taken it out 
of my pocket and lefl it on the table, and that was the cause of the mistake. 

Q. ( By Mr. Howard. ) Was yours done up in red tape ? — A. Red tape was attached to it. 

Q. Had your copy which you speak of a piece of red tape around it ? — A. No, sir ; there 
was not red tape about that at the time. 

George Boyd sworn and examined. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Question. Did you carry a note from Mr. Burche, clerk of this committee, to Willard's 
Hotel to Mr. Perry ? — Answer. Yes, sir. 

Q. State to the committee what occurred. — A. I went to the office at Willard's and in- 
quired if Mr. Perry was in his room. They told me yes. I asked them to send somebody 
up t'> show me which room it was. They sent a colored man up with me. I knocked at 
tb' jr, and Mr. Perry came to the door and let me in. I found Mr. Perry in there with a 
•entleman whom I did not know at the time. The two were in the room. I handed 
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to Mr. Perry Mr. Burche's letter, and while he was reading it I explained to him what it 
was^ and said to him, " Mr. Bnrche has given snch a minute description of that paper that 
if you will open that bundle of yours which you took away this morning I think I can point 
it out." The bundle was lying on the bed, tied up in about the same way as it was when 
he took it away this morning. He went to the bundle and untied it, and I stood alongside. 
The moment he took out this paper I saw the mark of the State Department on it. I un- 
derstood Mr. Burche to tell me that the mark was of the Navy Department. The moment I 
saw the mark I said, ''There is the stamp upon it." I forget whether he took it out of the 
bundle or I took it, but he said ** Yes, that is it ; I don't want it ; I have got a copy of it ;" 
and he took it out. I did not read it, but he took it out, and taking a loose piece of red tape 
from the bundle be tied it around it. I had it in my hand and was about coming off with it. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q Do you say there was no red tape on it in the bundle ? — A. There was not ; it was 
loose ; hut there was a piece of red tape lying loose in the bundle which I took up and tied 
around it. I held it in my hand. Some general conversation passed. He said that he bad 
a copy of it, or something like that; I do not remember the words exactly ; when all of a 
sudden he whipped it out of my hand and said : " I have a prior order for that from Senator 
Ferry." Said I, " What are you going to do with it?" Said he, ** I am going to give it to 
Senator Ferry." Said I ** If I had not had it in my hand, I should not care what you did 
with it. It is nothing to me. All I want is to get an answer, but I think it is sharp practice." 
I think I made a more emphatic remark than that. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. "What did you say, and what did he say in reply ? — A. I said it was damned sharp 
practice. He said he had got a prior order. Said I, ''It is damned sharp practice anyhow.^' 
" Well," said he, " what are you going to do about it ? What do you want — satisfaction ?" 
Said I, "I do not want any satisfaction." He pointed to his revolver on the bed. I said 
'* I do not know about any satisfaction." If I had not had the paper in my hands I should 
not have cared, but I did not like the .way he took it from me. 

Q. Did he speak rudely to you when he asked you what you were going to do aboutit? — 
A. Yes ; he said he would give me satisfaction. I went to the door and cleared out. After- 
ward I found out that that young gentleman who was there, or he told me himself, was^ the 
clerk of Mr. Sumner's committee. Said I, " Well, that will be all right ; the document* will 
get there, I suppose, and I will go back and report." . 

By Mr. Williams : 

Q. Before you started did Mr. Burche tell you that the paper had a blue seal, the seal of 
the department ? — A. No, sir, he did not tell me anything about any blue seal. When he 
gave me the description, he said it was a short round roll of paper that bad been left here 
and put by mistake into Mr. Perry's bundle. He spoke to me as though the paper had been 
taken by mistake, inadvertently, and put into the bundle. 

Q. How did you know there was a seal on it? — A. He did not say there was a seal, but 
a red stamp, I understood. I saw the stamp when Mr. Perry opened it. I think he opened 
it, and I said at once, " That is it." We both agreed that that was the paper, and then he 
identified it, saying that he had a copy of it and did not want it. At the head of the paper 
there was a sort of stamp which I noticed. 

By Mr. Schurz : , 

Q. You say that you indulged in rather sharp language ? — A. After the paper was taken 
out of my hand I was imtated, and I said what I have stated. 

Q. You were somewhat irritated ? — A. Not much ; about as I am now ; but he snapped it 
off so quick that I was not prepared for it. 

By Mr. Warner : 

Q. Did he snatch the paper from you ? — A. He took it out of my hand and said, " I have 
a prior order for it." Said I, " That is sharp practice; if I had not had the paper in my 
hand you might have done what you pleased with it." That is about the whole of our con- 
versation. Afterward the gentleman who was there, Mr. Holmes, told me he was clerk to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. I did not know him at the time, and did not know 
what they were going to do with the paper, and it made me a little irritated to have it taken 
from me when I had once had it in my possession. 

Edward Jackson Holmes sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman: 

Q. Will you please give your statement about this matter? — A. To-day Mr. Sumner in- 
formed me that Mr. Schurz wanted me to do an errand for him, and then it appeared that the 
eirand came from Mr. Ferry. I was to wait a momeLt to receive a letter from him*, which I 
took without knowing what was in it, except that I wa9 to bring back something ; I did not 



206 DAVIS HATCH, 

know what. I went with it and called on Kr. Perry at Willard*8 Hotel. When I inquired 
for him, I was told that he had jnst taken his key and g^one up to his room. I went up 
there and knocked at his door, but he had not got in. I was just aboot going to tmn dowA 
when he met me. He had a large bundle of papers in his hand, surrounded by a newspaper, 
tied up. Then we stepped into his room and I handed him this letter, telling him 
who I was. He read the letter, and then made some remark which I judged to be to Uie 
effect that he did not know what the meaning of it was. I did not kiiow what he meant 
by that,. because I did not know what was in the letter. I told him he had better write an 
answer to the letter, and he sat down to do it, and was writing, or I think had written, the 
answer. At all events, we then entered into a general conversation, because he professed not to 
be able to give me the paper I wanted ; and then this other man, Mr. Boyd, came in and he 
handed over the letter that he had, and then Mr. Perry said to him that another gentleman 
had just come on the same message, but that he was not aware that he had the paper ; bat 
he would look over his papers, b^use he might have got it mixed with them. So Mr. 
Boyd and Mr. Terry both went to the bed on which Mr. Perry had thrown the bundle, nn- 
tied the bundle, and then they began to turn over the papers. Mr. Boyd said : " I guess 
that is it," pointing to a round roll. Mr. Perry said: "I think it is;" and he took it 
up. It was tied with red tape, and he undid it, and said: '^That is it; " and then he tied 
it up again. When he undid it there appeared the blue mark of the Department of State. 
We had some general talk among ourselves, not with reference to this paper. All I know 
is that I bad it in my hand, and there was absolutely no violence, no movement whatever. 
The first that I heard of that suggestion was as coming from Mr. Howard's lips. The idea 
never entered my head there that there was any quickness about it. I saw everything that 
was done there. 

By Mr. ScnuRZ : 

Q. Did you hear any conversation passing about "satisfaction? " — A. I will como to that 
in a moment. I had the paper in my hand, and I kept it — a round roll of paper ; and as I 
started to go 

Bv the Chairman : 

Q. Who gave it to you ? — A. I do not remember. It was given to me without any emo- 
tion .or disturbance whatever. I had had it for some minutes in my hand holding it, and 
had rolled a piece of paper around it so that it might be covered up ; and I stood there with 
this in my hand when I made a motion toward going. Then Mr. Boyd wanted the paper ; 
but I was not going to let him have it, because I already had it, and I considered that I had 
the first right to it, as I had the first order. Mr. Perry said, pointing to me. *^ I consider 
that this gentleman has the first right to it, for he had the prior order." He said, Airther, 
** I do not care who has it; all I want is, to do right ; I do not care one sixpence who faas 
it; I only want the person to have it .to whom it belongs." I repeated, that I considered I 
had the first right to it, as I had come first. Then said Mr. Boyd, **Tou would not have 
found it if it had not been for me." Mr. Perry said, perhaps not ; but that I had the first 
order. Then I started to go, and both of us stood at the door. Mr. Boyd then said, " Well, 
I consider it pretty sharp practice ; I got it, and I had it in my hand first ;" which was true. 
Said he, **I consider it pretty sharp practice that, after I had it in my hand, he should go 
off with it." I said, ** Well, I have got it," and I gave him to understand that I was going 
to keep it ; and I considered that the whole deciding of that matter rested with me, and not 
with Mr. Perry. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Were you not informed that I had charge of the paper, and that I had used it in the 
committee? — A. No, sir. 
Q. Did not the note say so ? — ^A. I did not read the note. 
Mr. ScHURZ. The note is here, and it is in these words : 

*'Mr. Perry : Mr. Howard says you took away the report of June 7th of the Secretary 
of State. If so, please send it by bearer immediately. 
*' Yours, truly, 

"JOHN C. BURCHE." 

Now, I will ask Mr. Holmes whether Mr. Perry said anything about a revolver ? 
The Witness. Nothing whatever. No allusion was made to a revolver. There was no 
pointing at it. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Did you see a revolver on his bed ?— A. Yes, sir ; there was a revolver on his bed. 

By Mr. Williams : 

Q. What was said about satisfaction ? You said you were coming to .that ; you have not 
come to it yet.~A. Mr. Boyd said it was damned sharp practice. *• Very well," said Mk 
Perry, ** I will give you any satisfsRtion you want," and I understood it to mean that he 
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-was not going to back down from the ground he had taken. It never occnrred to me, as a 
spectator, that he meant anything beyond the fact that he was going to stand by tW position 
he had taken. 

Raymond H. Perry's examination resumed. 

By Mr. Vickers : 

Question. This paper (your communication of June 7th) had been copied by Mr. 
Murphy ? — ^Answer. Yes, sir ; copied and published before this proceeding took place. 

By Mr. Warner : 

Q. Did you have full knowledge of the contents of the treaty when you signed it?— A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you approve it ? — A. All, except those two things I have spoken of; the national 
debt and the note from Baez to Hartmont. 

Q. Did you approve the treaty when you signed it 7 — A. It was not for me to approve one 
way or the other. It was ordered for me to sign it. I had nothing to do with approving it. 

Q. Did you speak to senators in favor of the treaty after you came to Washington from 
San Domingo ? — A. I did, to Senator Chandler and others. 

Q. Did you speak to General Babcock in favor of the treaty after you came to Washing- 
ton ? — A. Yes, sir ; I have tried in every way to help the treaty along. 

Q. Did you speak to Mr. Fish, the Secretary of State, in favor of the treaty after you 
came to Washington ? — A. I think I did. 

Q« Did you speak to the President in favor of the treaty after you came to Washington ? — 
A. I Uiink I did. 

Q. Did you make any complaint to the President or Mr. Fish on your arrival in Wash- 
ington from San Domingo about General Babcock's conduct in regard to Mr. Hatch, or in 
regard to the negotiation of the treaty 7 — A. Yes, sir ; to both gentlemen, to the President 
and the Secretary of State. 

Q. Immediately upon your arrival? — A. On my arrival. 

Q. Did you ask for sixty days' leave of absence from your post at San Domingo 7 — 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What was your object in so doing, and in coming to Washington? — A. Because I 
saw the way things were going in connection with .this treaty. I wanted to return and 
bring my family home, as the summer months were commencing. That was one thing ; 
and I also saw the way things were going on there, and I could not indorse things that \ 
were transpiring, and I wanted to come home i>^ ^ ^^ ^ ^ ^ clean breast of the who le affair 1 ^* 
^]Pfi TtinlrTli """^"'^ I intend doing as soon as this tbing is cleared up. ^' [ 

Q. Did you or did you not come to Washington for the purpose of opposing the ratifica- 
tion of the treaty 7 — A. No, sir, I did not ; I had no such intention. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Did you write a letter asking a leave of absence 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Warner : 

Q. What do you mean, in brief, by '* making a clean breast of it?" — A. Telling every- 
thing in connection with the treaty — everything I knew about it. In a great many of my 
communications from San Domingo I think I have misrepresented things to the State 
Department. I had no business to do so. They have tried to influence me in reports — 
difi&rent parties — but I had no business to be influenced in any way. I have worked every 
way I could to help the treaty. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Do you mean to say now that at the time you wrote those letters you knew them to 
be untruthful 7 — A. I do not mean to say they were exactly untruthful, but I have talked 
to Mr. Prime, my friend 

Q. Never mind Mr. Prime now, or anybody else. Do you mean to say hero at the time 
you sent those letters they were not the truth 7 — A. I mean to say there are certain things 
in them that are not exactly as they should have been represented. 

Q. Answer my question. Did you know at the time you sent any of those communica- 
tions that you stated in them what was not triie? — A. The whole thing 

Q. Answer the question. — A. I cannot answer that question, because I never tell false- 
hoods. 

Q. Do you mean to say now that you either told that which was not true, or that you 
withheld that which you knew was true in those communications? — A. No, sir ; I do not think 
in any one of my communications to the State Department I stated anything that was not ex- 
actly true. 

Q. Nor withheld things that you knew were true that it was important for the State 
D^artment to know 7 — A. I have withheld a great many things that were true. 

Q. In almost all those letters did you not say that your only desire was to tell the truth 
exactly as it was 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you know at that time that you had not told it exactly as it was to your govern- 
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ment 7 — A. I did not know at the time I wrote the letters. The facts occurred since wiiian^ 
those letters. 

Q. Let me call yoar attention to a fact about which there cannot be any mistake. Did 
you report, in any possible way, to the State Department that the 0lfir**nn^ ^jfi ni>t con- 
ducted fairly ; or, on the contrary, did you not say in your communications that they were?^ 
A. I have never criticised the election in San Domiuf^o. 

Q. Did you ever, in any of your communications to the State Department, say that there 
was anything wrong about the elections 7 — A. No, sir ; and I did not say they were right, 
either. 

Q. Did you not state they were going on peacefully and harmoniously and almost unani- 
mously 7 — A. They were going on peacefully, and the votes were unanimous because there 
was no opposition allowed^ 

Q. You have said here in your testimony now, that persons were exiled who proposed to 
vote against annexation, and that persons 'were imprisoned and threatened? — A Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you know that at the time you wrote the communication 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Why did you not write it 7 — A. B^aaw none of the na.vftl nf^^f^^^ f ,hereloT m jselffJt o 
tell you the truth, dared to write exactly the way things wBT6 going on ; it wou/a Lave cost 
us our positions, and I have heard naval officers say so. 

Q. Speak for yourself. Do you mean to say now, that the reason you did not write the 
whole truth was, that you were afraid it would cost you your position 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Howard ; 

Q. You say that no opposition was allowed at the election, and you have repeated this. I 
think you stated that, in your letter of the 7th of June. Did you state or intimate, in any 
of your dispatches to your government, that no opposition was allowed at the elections f 
Have you ever stated it, in any dispatch or letter to the President or the Secretary of 
State 7 — A. I have stated that men were banished and imprisoned. 

Q. That does not answer the question. Did you state that no opposition was allowed ? — 
A. I have not stated that. 

Q, And you have not stated anything of the kind 7— A. I have stated something of the 
kind. I stated, in one of my communications,' that men wer e, bs^isb ^ j jip<f iTgypHft^^Hfi^ for 
political expressions. 

Q. Foropp^iaUUIfl ^Q ^^jflYwii"" '^ — A. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. In which one of your communications did you state that 7 — A. In one of my commu- 
nications to the State Department I said that everything was going on quietly, with the ex- 
ception of the banishment and imprisonment of political parties there. 

Q. Did you state in any one of thei]| that it was for trying to vote 7 — A. I do not remem- 
ber that. 

Q. Or for voting in opposition to annexation 7 — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you ever state that to the State Department 7 — A. I do not think I ever did. That 
is what I got my sixty days' leave for, to come on and explain. 

t 

By Mr. Warner : 

Q. When you arrived in Washington from San Domingo did you believe that General 
Babcock had interfered wrongfully to prevent the release ot Mr. Hatch 7 — A. I did. 

Q. Did yiiU to inform the President and Mr. Fish 7 — A. I am very positive I did. 

Q. In what way did you inform them 7 — A. I had a memorandum in my pocket of all 
things connected with San Domingo, and also in relation to Mr. Hatch, and I went through 
that memorandum with the President and Mr. Fish also. 

Q. Did you make any written complaint to either of them in regard to his conduct 7 — A. 
Not when I first came here. I called on both and went through my memorandum of things 
in connection with San Domingo. 

Q. You said orally to both, did you, that General Babcock had interfered to keep Mr. 
Hatch in prison 7 — A. I am very positive I did. I know that was on my memorandum 
among other things that I spoke of. 

By the Qh airman : 

Q. Your memory is what is inquired as to? — A. If you are going into that I must tell 
you frankly that I have had no encouragement from any one. 

By Mr. Warner : 

Q. I want a simple answer to the question. — A. But you are asking questions that are 
going into other questions. 

Q. It can be answered by yes or no. — A. If you are going to trace this thing back to this 
department, I shall have'to tell the whole truth. 

By Mr. Vickers : 

Q. Tell all yon know. — A. I ha^e been requestel to say nothing about these things ; and 
when I went to tell them, I was left alone in the rojm. 
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By Mr. Warner : 

Q. Do I understand you to say positively that you did complain orally to the President 
and Mr. Fish that General Babcock had interfered to prevent Mr. Hatches release ? — ^A. I 
will not swear about Babcock. I commenced to tell about the votes and the naval officers' 
acts, and the case of Mr. Hatch was on my memorandum. I c^0UQfiAfiS^|the memorandum 

to go through with it, but I aAw ^hnt i* . irnni T^f^ f /jfi^^pt ft b lfl, ^ P^^ afr>pnft<^'^ ■ 

Q. It has been shown in the testimony to-ni(rht that you had a revolver lying upon your 
bed in your room. Are you in the habit of ^oin^: armed about the city of Wasninj^ton ? — 
A. I have not been without a revolver since I was twenty years old. 

Q. Did you come to the meeting of this committee this morning armed? — A. I have not 
been without a revolver a day for years. I have always carried one. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. Are you armed now? — A. Always. 

By Mr. Warner : 

Q. What with?— A. A revolver. 

Q. What is the reason of your wearing arms here in Washington and in this committee- 
room, at the meetings of the committee? — A. I do not make it a special thing to wear it at 
the committee-room. I have never been without a revolver for the past sixteen or eighteen 
years. 

By Mr. ViCKERS : 

Q. Is it your practice at all times to carry arms ? — A. Always. I have been accustomed 
to frontier life, and have never been without one in ten or eighteen years. I have a written 
permission from Sheridan, and other officers, to always go armed, which, of course, would 
have no effect here, but I mention it to show what I have always been accustomed to. 

Q. When you started for San Domingo what was your understanding as to the object 
for which you were sent there ? — A. I understood there was some movement on foot to annex 
that country to this. 

Q. Did anybody tell you that you were sent there in connection with the annexation 
movement ? — A. Secretary Fish gave me to understand that there were important movements 
on foot with that government, and I had understood it from outside parties, and there had 
been one or two pieces in the newspapers in relation to San Domingo annexation. 

Q. When and where did you receive your commission to negotiate this treaty ? — A. In 
San Domingo, on the 18th of November, 1869. 

Q. Did you know before that time that you were to receive power to negotiate the treaty ? — 
A. I did not. 

Q. How does it happen then that Mr. Fabens insisted on the way down with you that 
you should not release Mjr. Hatch, for fear it would interfere with the annexation of San Do- 
mingo to the United States ? — A. Because he intimated that it would interfere with move- 
ments that were on foot between the two governments. 

Q. Did you know at that time that you were to have any connection with that movement 
further than as the commetcial agent of the United States in San Domingo ? — A. No^ sir, I 
did not ; but I expressed to the Secretary of State that I did not like the errand^ and did not 
want to go on it. I had been accustomed to special duty with General Sheridan ^ and I 
thought there might be some important mission that they wanted me to watch there. 

Q. Did Mr. Fabens tell you that you were to receive a commission to negotiate a treaty ? — 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Did he tell you that there were movements on foot to annex San Domingo to the United 
States ? — A. He intimated as much, and from what I had seen in the papers, and what I had 
drawn from parties in Washington, I understood that was the object. 

Q. How did he intimate it? — A. In speaking of the island, and of the increase of the value 
of the property there in case of annexation, which was talked of then in the States, &c.; we 
were talking about it every day after dinner, walking the deck. 

Q. You say he insisted to you during that trip that you should not interfere for Mr. Hatch 

because Mr. Hatch would oppose the annexation of San Domingo to the United States ? — . 

A. He did not insist ; he could not insist — it was beyond his roach ; but he advised me not l 

^odoso^ ^ 

(^, flad you any information as to the imprisonment of Mr. Hatch before you left New 
York ? — A. Yes, sir. General Babcock spoke to me about it. I have a memorandum now 
at the hotel in an old book of mine, that General Babcock had cautioned me in regard to 
Mr. Hatch and Judge O'Sullivan. 

Q. Was there any report, at the time you went to San Domingo, that Mr. Hatch had been 
pardoned ? — A. I think not. 

Q, You heard nothing of that kind ? — A. Not that he had been. 

Mr. ScHiiRZ. It occurs to me that Mr. Perry does not exactly understand the question. 
(To the witness.) I will ask you this : Did you get any information when you arrived at 
San Domingo of the fact that Mr. Hatch had been sentenced to death, and that his sentence 
had been commuted to banishment? — A. Yes, sir. I did get that as soon as I arrived there. 

S. Eep. 234 14 
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By Mr. Williams : 

Q. Was there anything said to you abont that by anybody before you reached San Do- 
mingo f — ^A. Not aboat his sentenoe of death being commuted, that I remember. 

Q. Was there anything said about his being sentenced to death ? — A. General Babcock 
told me that he was in troable, and was a mischievous man who would make trouble, and 
he did not want me to intercede for him. 

Q. Where did he tell you that Mr. Hatch was a mischievous man, and that he did not 
want you to intercede for him 7 — A. In his room at the Executive Mansion. 

Q. That is a new version of the conversation. Did he say anything more of that nature 
to you at that time ? — A. Merely in speaking of him he made those remarks. 

Q. Mischievous in what way ? — A. 1 do not say that those were his exact words, but he sfud 
that Hatch was in trouble there about vessels and mixing up in political matters. 

Q» Did General Babcock ever intimate to you before you lett that he would have any- 
thing to do with the annexation of San Domingo, or that you would have anything to do 
with it? — A. lie said that Hatch would interfere with movements that were on foot. Those 
were his words. 

Q. Do you mean to say that the language he used was that Hatch would interfere with 
movements that were on foot, or that he would interfere with annexation ? — A. That he would 
interfere with movements on foot, and those movements I understood to be annexation. 
That was the inference I drew. 

Q. When you started from New York did General Babcock communicate to your wife 
what was understood between them to be a secret ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you not know that he never mentioned that matter of annexation to anybody at 
that time except to your wife, and that to her he conununicated it as a secret ? — A. Yes, sir. 
I know he did to my wife, but at the same time I knew of it myself. Parties were speak- 
ing of it in Providence, Rhode Island, when I passed through there, and wanted to know if 
I was to help this matter by going out there — parties interested in speculations and who knew 
all about it — that a movement was on foot for annexation. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. You knew about it? — A. Yes, sir, I knew about it. I did not say much in Washing- 
ton, because I understood the whole thing was to be kept quiet. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Did you see reports about it in the newspapers ? — A. Yes, sir ; it was generally under- 
stood. 

By Mr. Williams : 

Q. You stated in your former testimony that you received letters from Mr. Hatch while 
he was in prison at Azua, to which you made no written answers, but sent messages to him, 
which you know he received, because you had seen Mr. Hatch since that time, and he had 
told you so. — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Mr. Hatch says positively that he received no communication of any nature or descrip- 
tion from you at that time. Who is mistaken about that matter ? — A. Mr. Hatch is niis- 
taken, for I can give the name of the man by whom I sent the message. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Who was it ? — ^A. An Englishman, who represented an English house at St. Thomas. 
He was stopping at the Commercial Hotel in San Domingo. 

Q. Then Mr. Hatch misrepresents the facts when he says that he did not receive any com- 
munication from you ? — A. I think so ; because the Englishman told me he had given my 
messages to him, and Mr. Hatch also told me the last time I saw him in San Domingo that 
he had seen this man, and that I had promised him that I would do so and so. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. You sent a telegraphic dispatch to the State Departnlent when the election in San Do- 
mingo bad taken place, stating that the voting had been enthusiastic and that eveiything 
looked favorable ?-^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How did you come to send that dispatch ? — ^A. BjT fiPiCl^^l rfillTiififltiflf Prtsiiitnt ! Baez and "My , 
Ca zneau . They sent for me. They stated that this election was going on, that tiie thii&f h%d been 
litnUTWious in the city with but one opposing vote, l^thought it very strange ana I asked, 
** who is that one who voted in opposition ; can you give me his name ? They told me 
who he was, and they said they wanted me to send this telegram to Havana to be telegraphed 
to Washington. 

Q. Did they give you the language of the telegram ? — A. I wrote the telegram and they 
corrected it and wanted me to send it in those words, which I did. 

By Mr. Howard: 

Q. Did you not believe it to be true when you sent it ? — A. I believed that the way they 
ook the vote there was a majority. 
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Q. Did you not believe the contents of the telegram you sent were true ? — A. It was true 
that the vote was carried in the citv. 

Q. Ton believed the statement of the telegram to be true that annexation was enthusias- 
tically carried ? — A. It was quite enthusiastic. There were bands around the street. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. What did the enthusiasm consist in 7 — A. There was a bapd of music on the street. 

Q. Was there any shouting ? — A. There was no shouting. Parties were coming up 
and signing their names. 

Q. You said that when you spoke here to official persons and explained to them the true 
condition of things in San Domingo, and the true history of the matter, they turned their 
backs on you. What did you mean to indicate by that? — A. I meant to say that I received 
no encouragement in speaking the truth in relation to San Domingo, either in San Domingo 
or in Washington. 

Q. When you say that, to what persons do you refer ; to the Secretary of State ? — A. I 
refer to the officials that I have come in contract with in Washington. I do not like to men- 
tion names ; but that is the feeling I met with here. 

The Chairman. We must require you to give the names. 

Mr. Howard. Certainly. 

The Witness. I would rather not. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. In saying that do you refer to the present Secretary of State ? — A. Yes, sir ; I do. 

Q. Do you refer.to any other persons ? — A. Yes, sir ; I refer to the Executive Mansion. 

Q. That is not a person. State to whom you refer. 

The Witness. I do not wish to go farther, for it would put me in an unpleasant position. 

Mr. Howard. You are a witness, sir, and must testify. To whom else do you refer 7 — A. 
I made two different attempts to give General Babcock and President Grant the full details. 
The first morning I went there I had an interview with the President, and commenced to 
tell him the story. He told me that he had not time then to hear me, and I do not think he 
had. He was very much occupied. There were special orders not to allow any one in that 
morning. He told me to come again. I went the next morning, and I had a memorandum 
of everything in connection with San Domingo, in relation to the voting, and in relation to f 
certain acts of our Tiavy — ^nftp^njT^ ][^nTip,f^*p ^p/; ^f. jpr^yfl^ ^1"*^^°! an d Admiral Poo r ^s fl ffgr to tr^ 
s end men ashore to j pQ^^gg£B^fia a g flMM^^j^a^-^tizenSj &c. Twantea*ffl6 PFfi^iaent to una!br- / 
stand the whdlrffik'tterTjTJia not think the President likefl to hear these things, and he got 
up and told me he had * to go out to dinner, and he went out of the room. I took my hat 
■and came out. As I came out, I told General Dent that I thought the President was .de- 
ceived in this matter; that he had been deceived by parties ; that his name was being made 
a tool of, and I wanted to have an opportunity of telling him the whole truth in relation to 
the thing; that I also had been deceived, and had written some misrepresentations, and that 
I came to Washington to make a clean breast of the whole thing. General Dent told me 
that I ought.to insist on seeing the President and telling him the whole thing. Then I said 
to General Dent that I thought the only way to do was to write a full report to the State 
Department, which he approved of, and he told me also that he thought the President had been 
deceived a great deal in this matter. I think myself he has been. I came to the President 
with the highest recommendations from General Burnside, General Sheridan, Senator An- 
thony, and many of the President's best friends, and I do not wish to make any trouble ; but 
all this comes from my simply stating what I knew in relation to San Domingo. 

By Mr. Howard. 

Q. You produced here this morning on your examination a letter in French, written by a 
Frenchman, on the island of San Domingo. Where were you when you received that let- 
ter? — ^A. I received it when I was in San Domingo City. 

Q. Do you remember the date of the letter? — ^A. April 12, 1870. 

Q. Was or was not that letter the foundation of some portion at least of the contents of 
your letter to the Secretary of State, of the 7th of June ? — ^A. That letter never occurred to 
me while I was writing that communication to the Secretary. 

Q. Have you not relied upon that letter in some considerable degree as the foundation of 
statements that you have made or opinions that you have formed in your own mind ? — A. I 
have not. I never saw that man but once. The contents of his letter have not influenced 
me at all. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Do you put no reliance on it ? — A. I do not put much reliance on it. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. You do not look on that letter as the source or support of the conclusions which you 
have formed in your own mind as to the conduct of American officials in San Domingo ? — 
A. In connection with others, reports of naval officers. I have been told by naval officers 
the same thing. 
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Q. Then you do plioe reliance on it ? — A. I place some reliauce on the facts from the 
indorsement of the*letter hj naval officers. 

Q. Bat taking^ that piece of evidence in and of itself, do yon place reliaace on it ? — ^A. 
Yes ; I think the man who wrote it is reliahle. 

Q. Thong^h yon do not know him personally ?— A. I know he is a merchant there. I am 
cot acquainted with him intimately. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Was that part of the information which led you to say or to believe that Mr. Fabens 
was receiving consignments of lumber without paying duty, to the detriment of other mer- 
chants in Sam ana 7 — A. Yes, sir ; I have been so informed by naval officers who were there 
at Samana and. San Domingo city. 

Mr. Warner. Mr. Chairman, I have here, in accordance with the request I made this 
morning to the War Department, an official statement of what is called in the army the 
military history of Major Perry, signed by General £. D. Townsend, Adjutant General of 
the army, which I should like to have put in evidence, to form part of tho record in this 
case. 

S. H. Perry. I should like to be examined on it if that is to go in. 

Mr. Warner. I propose to read the military history of Mr. Perry. This is a record made 
up by the Adjutant General of the army of his entire military history, as I suppose, from 
the time he entered the service until he left it. This history refers to the proceedings of a 

fsneral court-martial by which Mr. P.errv was tried. I have here the proceedings in full, 
suppose it is hardly necessary to read tnem. I will read this military history first : 

War Department, 
Adjutant Generates Office, June 15, 1870. 

Case of Raymond H.Perry, late first lieutenant Battery *'B,'' Rhode Island artillery, 
late major Third Rhode Island cavalry. 

Record in Battery " B," First Rhode Island Artillery, 

Mustered in as first lieutenant Battery ** B,** Rhode Island lisht artillery, August 13, 1861, 
for three years. Present, on all rolls from niuster-in to August 31 , 1862. '' In arrest," so re- 
ported on return for September, 1862. Resigned on October 9, 1862^ giving as a reason his 
'* wish to enter another branch of the service ; " approved by intermediate commanders, and 
accepted and he honorably discharged by Special Orders No. 278, paragraph J, dated Octo- 
ber 11, 1862, from headquarters Army of the Potomac. This order was revoked by Special 
Orders No. 280, paragraph 13, dated October 13, 1862, from headquarters Army of the Po- 
tomac. 

On the 14th October, 1862, Captain I. A. Tompkins, First Rhode Island artillery, com- 
manding artillery second division, second corps, wrote to the headquarters Army of the Po- 
tomac, relative to Lieutenant Perry's application for the revocation of the order discharging 
him upon tender of resignation, stating *' that it is for the interest of the service that Lieu- 
tenant Perry cease to be an officer of Battery * B ' First Rhode Island light artillery." 

This was forwarded on same date, indorsed by Captain C. H. Morgan, Fourth United 
.States Artillery, commanding artillery second corps, as follows : '* From the ioformalion I 
have of this officer, I think that the interest of the service demands that he should not be 
'Allowed the privilege (even if he has the right) of recalling his resignation. If he chould 
be allowed the privilege, there is no doubt but that he would be driven by the sentence of 
a general court, under the 45th" — (Any commissioned officer who shall bo found drunk on 
his guard, party, or other duty shall be cashiered.— 45th Article of War.) — ** and other arti- 
cles of war from the service." Upon this paper an order was issued, (Special Orders No. 
281, paragraph 6, dated October 14, 1862, from headquarters Army of the Potomac,) recall- 
ing the order revoking a discharge, and allowing his discharge to stand as of date of the order 
accepting his resignation, (October 11,1862.) 

m 

Record in Third Rhode Island cavalry. 

Mustered in as captain Third Rhode Island cavalry, at New Orleans, Louisiana, January 
28, 1864, to take effect October 22, 1863. Present, on roll for January and February, 1864. 
Detached, enroll for March and April, 1864. Reported, captain absent. Detached at bri- 
gade headquarters, as aide-de-camp. On roll for May and June, 1864, reported captain 
detached at brigade headquarters, as inspector general. On roll for July and August, 1864, 
detached by Special Orders No. 179, headquarters Department of the Gulf. 

Mustered in as major, October 1, 1864. On roll for September and October, 1864, re- 
ported : Major detached as superintendent of recruiting in New Orleans. On roll for No- 
vember and December, 1864, reported : Major in arrest, pending trial by general court-mar- 
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On October 23, 1865, he toodered his reslgoation, to enable him to enter business. Ap- 
proved by colonel of regiment. Disapproved hj department commander, and he honorably 
discharged, by Special Orders No. 88, paragraph 2, dated October 25, 1865, from head- 
qaarters military division of the Gulf. 

With reference to his trial by general court-martial, in January, 1865, by Special Orders- 
No. 302, paragraph 4, dated December 9, J 864, from headquarters Defenses of New Orleans.- 
the provost marshal of the parish of Orleans was directed to '* immediately arrest and place' 
in close confinement Major Raymond H. Perry, Third Rhode Island cavalry, pending trial 
by general court-martial.*' On December 20, 1864, an order was issued convening a gen- 
eral court-martial for his trial. The court met at New Orleans, Louisiana, January 6, 1865; 
adjourned until the next day, when be was brought to trial upon the following charges and 
specifications : 

Charge 1. Selling and disposing of government property furnished for the military ser- 
vice of the United States, wrongfully and knowingly, in violation of an act of Congress 
approved March 2, 1862. 

SpeciJieaUon 1. (In substance) that Major Perry received from Captain [^erman Borries, 
Second Illinois light artillery, a horse, and, although knowing it to be government property, 
did, on or about November 29, 1862, at New Orleans, Louisiana, wrongfully and knowingly 
sell and dispose of the same to W. N. Rogers, a citizen, for $150. 

SpeeifieeUion 2. (In substance) that Major Perry received from Captain Borries six mules, 
and, although knowing them to be government property, did, on or about November 20, 1864, 
at New Orleans, Louisiana, wrongfully and knowingly sell and dispose of said mules. 

Specification 3. (In substance) that Major Perry received from Lieutenant Henderson, 
acting post quartermaster for the recruiting depot under command of Major Perry, a mule, 
and, although knowing it to be government property, did, on or about November 20, 1864, 
wrongfully and knowingly sell and dispose of said mule. 

Charge 2. Entering into a combination to defraud the government of the United States, 
by assisting to obtain the allowance of a fraudulent claim, in violation of an act of Con- 
gress approved March 2, 1862. 

Speeyieation. In substance same as first specification, charge 1, alleging in addition that 
he caased the said W. N. Rogers to offer said horse for sale to the government of the United 
States, and that it was sold to the government for $165. 

Charge 3. Combining and assisting to defraud the government, to the prejudice of good 
order and military discipline. 

SpecificaCion. (In substance) that Major Perry combined with Captain Borries and one 
Staples, and others unknown, to defraud the government by assisting to sell and dispose of, 
for their mutual benefit, certain horses and mules, (eighteen mules and one horse, ) the 
property of the United States, and in pursuance of this combination he did sell one horse 
and assist in disposing of six mules, at New Orleans, Louisiana, on or about November 20 
and 30, 1864. 

The trial commenced January 7, 1865, and concluded January 24, 1865. He was found : 

Of 1st specification, 1st charge — "Guilty." 

Of 2d specification, 1st charge — ** Guilty," except the words " sell and." 

Of 3d specification, 1st charge — "Guilty," except the words " sell and." 
• Of the Ist charge— "Guilty." 

Of specification, 2d charge — "Guilty." 

Of 2d charge— "Guilty." 

Of specification, 3d charge — "Guilty," except so much of the specification as charges an 
intention on the part of the accused {o wrongfully sell and dispose of the twelve mules 
received by him November 30, 1864. 

Of 3d charge— "Guilty." 

And was sentenced " to be dishonorably dismissed the service of the United States, and to 
forfeit to the government all pay and allowances now due him or to become due." 

The proceedings, &c., were approved February 9, 1865, by the officer convening the court, 
(General T. W. Sherman.) 

On February 24, 1865, Major Perry wrote to the headquarters Department of the Gulf, 
reporting some circumstances not produced during his trial, and upon this letter an order 
was issued (Special Orders No. 53, paragraph 4, February 25, 1865, headquarters Depart- 
ment of the Gulf) releasing him from arrest and ordering him to report to Brigadier General 
Lucas for active duty, with instructions to report in wnting every ten days to department 
headquarters and to the commanding officer of his regiment. 

On July 16, 1865, the proceedings, findings, and sentence in his case were approved by 
Major General E. R. S. Canby, commanding Department of the Gulf, and to said approval 
was added the usual clause, " Major Raymond H. Perry, 3d Rhode Island cavalry, ceases to 
be an officer in the service of the United States from this date." 

By an oversight at department headquarters, this approval was never promulgated, and 
so Major Perry continued in service until discharged, October 25, 1865, as above stated. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant GeneraL 
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Mr. ScHURZ. I wish to ask Mr. Porry if he has anything to say with regard to this. 

Mr. Prrry. Tes, sir ; a great deal to saj. 

Mr. Ferrit. Before going into that I wish you would prodace the documents to which 
you have alluded from General Sheridan/ General Bumside, and others. 

Mr. Warner. I suppose I had hotter finish the statement I was presenting. 

Mr. Ferry. Certainly, if you have more to present. 

Mr. Warmer. The letter of Mr. Perry*s, to which allusion is made in the ahstract of the 
Adjutant General, is here, and, of course, if Mr. Perry desires that letter to he presented, it 
will go upon the record. 

Mr. Ferry. If it is contemporaneous, occurring at the time, I think it should go in. 

R. H. Perry. I would like to have it read. 

Mr. Warner. It is : 

New Orleans, February 24, 1865. 

Colonel : I have the honor to report some cireumstances and ovidenoe not produced 
during my trial, because only learned since my release from close confinement 

The sorrel horse, which was turned over to Captain Berries by me, was a government 
horse, for which I had receipted to Captain CUttenden, acting quartermaster. Captain 
Boriies had frequently urged me to let him have this horse, and I finaU v turned it over to 

him, taking Captain B 's receipt for him. This receipt was informal, but Captiun* B. 

promised to jp^ive me regular and formal receipts so soon as he could obtain the necessary 
blanks. A lew days after this, Captain Boriies presented me with a roan horse which, be 
assured me, was his own private property, stating that he had brought him from Missouri. 
I sold this horse, as I have never endeavored to conceal, and I informed the provost maiphal 
of the fact before my arrest. I fully believe that this horse had belonged to Captain B., and 
that I was doing no wrong in accepting him. I never ma^e the transfer of the sorrel horse, 
usual in such cases, because I was waiting for the regular receipts. 

About the same time a Mr. Staples, who is now in New York, bought six mules mi Captain 
Borries, for which he paid $700, and sold the same to a Mr. Rogers, proprietor of the Fashon 
stable, in this city, for $1,000. Mr. Rogers holds Mr. Staples's receipt for that amonnt, and 
will produce it whenever called upon, and will give any information regarding the transac- 
tion of which he is possessed. Captain B. represented these mules as being his own proper^, 
and, I have learned, did offer them for sale in several public places, once to a Mr. Philip 
Boph. Mr. Staples informed me that Captain B. had represented to him that he had six 
mules, his private property, and that he had reported them as such at headquarters, and 
that he would sell toem. I advised Mr. Staples to have nothing to do with them ; but he, 
contrary to my advice, bought these mules unbeknown to me. In my defense I produced two 
witnesses who testified that they had heard Borries and Staples agree to say nothing to me 
about it These witnesses were Tracey and a colored man. I wrote to Captain Borries to 
send me two teams to draw sawdust. Be sent me twelve mules, two wagons, harness, dec 
These mules I was accused of disposing of. As I hold proper and formal receipts for these 
wagons, mules, &.C., this charge falls to the ground. On the morning I received these mules, 
&c., a detective called upon me and asked me several questions about stock, (mules and 
horses.) I told him all I knew about the circumstances, and offered to go to the provost mar- 
shal and explain the whole matter ; he refused to accompany me. I called immediately upon 
Colonel Robinson, provost marshal general ; he told me he knew nothing of the case, and 
referred me to Captain Cheek, who told me that the whole matter had been misrepresented, 
and be was very sorfy that I had been put to any trouble. Captain Borries had disposed of 
other property on several occasions, but I was not aware of it when I received toe roan 
horse, and only learned of his bad conduct since my arrest. The reason I did not return 
the mules, &c., to Captain B. was that, after this visit from the detective, I feared some 
trouble was rising, and kept them that I might transfer them to some proper person. 

I have stated, to the best of my ability, the circumstances connected with my arrest, and 
I hope that I may be allowed to enter upon the coming campaign, feeling confident that any 
impression of indiscretion, or lack of judgment on my part, will be done away with, and I 
can prove myself worthy of my name, which has always stood bright among the defenders 
of our country. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

RAYMOND H. PERRY, 
Major Third Rhode Idand Cavalry, 

George B. Drake, 

Colonel and Adjutant General, Department of the Gulf, 

Here is his discharge: 

[Special Orderg No. 88— Extract.] 

[ Headquarters Military Division of the GuLr, 
New Orleans, La., October 25, 1865.1 

2. Major Raymond H. Peny, 3d Rhode Island cavalry, having tendered his resignation,- 
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ifl, upon the recommendation of his superior officers, hereby honorably discharged the aer- 
Yice of the United States. He will receive no final payment nntil he shall have satisfied 

the Pay Department of his non* indebtedness to the ffovemment. 

« * « «« « # 

By command of Major General P. H. Sheridan : 

GEORGE LEE, 
Assistant Adjutant General, 

Official : T. H. C. MOORE, 

Assistant Adjutant General, 

I present the following papers in this connection : 

[Special Orders No. 302.— Extract.] 

Headquarters Defenses of New Orleans, 

^eto Orleans, December 9, 1864. 

• « « « *« * * « « * 

4. * * Pursuant to instmctions from department headquarters, the provost mafshal, 
parish oi New Orleans, will immediately arrest and place in close confinement Mi^or Bay- 
moad H. Perry, Third Rhode Island cavalry, « * » and hold them pending trial ij 
general court-martial. 

By command of Brigadier General Sherman : 

FREDERIC SPEED, 

Assistant Adjutant General, 



rSpecial Orders No. 36.^Extract.J 

Headquarters Department of Louisiana, 

New Orleans^ Louisiana, .^u^tw^ 22,1965. 

# » * » » »^# 

3. * * Muor R. H. Perry, Third Rhode Island cavalry, is hereby relieved firom 
his present duties, and will rejoin his regiment without delay. 

By order of Major General E. R. S. Canby : 

WICKHAM HOFFMAN, 
Assisstant Adjutant General. 

Official : 

NATHANIEL BURBANK, 
First Lieutenant, Acting Assistant Adjutant General, 



[Special Orderg No. T7.— Extract.] 

Headquarters Department op Louisiana, 

New Orleans, Louisiana, October Z, 1865. 

I. Leave of absence for twenty (20) days, based on surgeon's certificate of disability, with 

Srmission to go beyond the limits of this department, is hereby granted to Major Raymond 
. Perry, Third Rhode Island cavalry. 

* « « 4* * * « 

By order of Major General E. R. S. Canby : 

WICKHAM HOFFMAN, 

Assistant Adjutant General, 

Official : 

NATHANIEL BURBANK, 
First Lieutenant, Acting Assistant Adjutant General, 



[Special Orders No. 53.— Extract.] 

Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

New Orleans, Fdnuary 25, 1865. 

4. * * The proceedings of the court-martial in the case of Major R. H. Perry, Third 
Rhode Island cavalry, are held under advisement. 

Major Perry is released from arrest, and on the request of Brigadier General Lucas, is 
ordered to report to him for active duty. 
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He will report eTery ten days in writing to this office, and to the commanding officer of 
his regiment, 

Bj command of Major General Hnrlbut : 

J. C. STONE, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant GeneraL 



Depot General Secruitikg Service, 

depautbfent of the gulf, 

New Orleans^ La., December 12, 1864. 

Captain : I have the honor to request instructions regarding the disposition to he made 
of two siz-mnle teams, with wagons, now in this department, and for which the post qaar- 
termaster is not accountable. 

As far as I can understand they were borrowed for the purpose of hauling sawdust by 
Major R. H. Perry, then in command, some seven or eight days ago. Major Perry has since 
been arrested, and I have not been able to gain any information from him. No claim has 
been made by any party, and as I believe them to be government property I would suggest 
that they be turned in to the post quartermaster, to be held until it can be ascertained to 
what command they belong. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. J. BABY, 
First Lieut, First Louisiana Cavalry, Cam'g Depat. 

Captain Sheldon Sturgeon, 

Supt. Vol, Recruiting Service, Department of the Guff, 

llndorsements.] 

General Depot Recruiting Service, 

New Orleans, December 12, 1864. 

A. J. Baby, first lieutenant commanding depot, requests information concerning certain 
government property not accounted for by the acting assistant post quartermaster. 

Superintendent's Office, Volunteer Recruiting Service, 

December 14, 1864. 

Respectfully returned to Lieutenant A. J. Baby, commmanding. 

These animals, with the wagons, will be turned in to the quartermaster's department,, 
subject to the order of regiment or battery to which they belong ; efforts have been made but 
without success to communicate with Major Perry regarding the command from which they 
were borrowed. 

SHELDON STURGEON, 
Captain First Infantry U,S,A,, Superintendent Recruiting Service. 

Depot General Recruiting Service, 

December 14, 1864. 

Respectfully referred to acting post quartermaster with reference to Captain Sturgeon's 
indorsement. 

A. J. BABr, 
First Lieutenant First Louisiana Cavalry, Commanding Post, 

Quartermaster's Office Volunteer Recruiting Service, 

January 16, 1865. 
Respectfully returned to Lieutenant A. J. Baby, with the information that the within- 
mentioned mules and wagons have been turned into Captain Chittenden, acting quartermas- 
ter, and the proper receipts taken. 

C. H. ROBERTS, 
First Lieut, Ninety-second U. S, C. L and A, A. Q.M. Vol. Rec'g Service, 

Department of the Gulf, 

» 

True copy of the original indorsements : 

SHELDON STURGEON, 
Colonel and Superintendent Volunteer Recruiting Service^ 
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Beceivod at New Orleans, Louisiana, on the 12th of December, 1865, of Lieutenant C. 
H. Roberts, acting assistant quartermaster, the following quartermaster*s stores : 
Twelve mules, serviceable. 
Two wagons, serviceable. 
Four sets wheel harness, serviceable. 
Eight sets lead harness, serviceable. 

C. B. CHITTENDEN, 
Captain, Assistant Quartermaster Volunteers, 

I certify that the above is a true copy of the original. 

M. E. IMBEBT, 
Second Lieutenant Seventy-third U, S, Colored Infantry, 
Detached in Qjuarterrnaster^s Department, Recruiting Service Department of the Gulf 



New ORLEANS; February 24, 1865. 

Colonel : I have the honor to report, by your request, Mr. Staples's full name, which is 
as follows : Ernest Staples, 33 Bond street. New York City. I also take the liberty of re- 
ferring you to persons in this city who know him and his family well : Bradis Johnson, at 
the St. Charles Hotel; W. M.Abbott, 103 Poydras street; and D. A. Dwight & Co., 171 
Gravier street. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

RAYMOND H. PERRY, 
Major Third Rhode Island Cavalry, 
George B. Drake^ 

Lieutenant Colonel and Assistant Adjutant General Department of the Gulf 



New Orleans, February 24, 1865. 

Colonel : On or about the sixth of December I purchased from Mr. Ernest Staples six 
mules for the sum of one thousand dollars, for which amount I hold his receipt, which mules 
he brought to my stable. They had no brands on them of any kind. There were five brown 
and one sorrel ; the sorrel one having a crooked leg, with no other particular marks, which 
I sold to different parties in about two or three weeks after. 
I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. N. ROGERS. 
Colonel George B. Drake, 

Assistant Adjutant General Department of the Gulf 



New Orleans, October 23, 1865. 
Major WiCKHAM Hoffman, 

Assistant Adjutant General Department of Louisiana : 

I have the honor to tender my resignation as Major Third Rhode Island cavalry. Having 
been in the service since the commencement of the war, and now having an excellent oppor- 
tunity to enter business, I most respectfully request my resignation be accepted, as delay 
would affect my plans for the future. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

RAYMOND H. PERRY, 
t Major Third Rhode Island Cavalry. 

[Indorsements.] 

New OrleanIs, La., October 23, 1865. 

R. H. Perry, Third Rhode Island cavalry^ respectfully tenders his resignation, for the 
reason that he has an excellent opportunity to go into business, and that a delay would 
injure his prospects. 

New Orleans, La., October 23, 1865. 

Approved and respectfully forwarded. 

WILLIAM SAYLES, 
Colonel Third Rhode Island Cavalry, 
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Headquarters Department of Louisiana, 

New OrUanSy October 23, 1865. 

Respectfullj forwarded to headquarters Divuion of the Gulf. 
Diaapproved : 

ED. B. S. CANBY, 
Major General Commandinff. 

Headquarters Military Division of the Gulf,, 

New Orleans f La., October 2G, 1865. 

. Special Order No. 88, extract 2, date October 25, 1865. Respectfully forwarded to the 
Adjutant General of the army. 
Accepted : 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major General Commanding^, 



Headquarters Artillery, Second Division, Second Corps, 

Bolivar, October 14, J 862. 

General: Hearinf^ that a request for the revocatiou of the order accepting the resigna- 
tion of First Lieutenant R. H. Perry, Battery B, First Rhode Island light artiUery, is to 
be made to yon, I would respectfully represent that it is for the interest of the service that 
Lieutenant Perry ceases to be an officer of Batterer B, First Rhode Island light artillery, 
and would request that the order accepting his resignation may not be revoked. 

I have the honor to remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. A. TOMPKINS, 
Captain First R. L Light Artillery, Commanding ArtiUerjf of iHvision. 

Brigadier General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant General, Army of Potomac, 

[Indorsements.] 

Headquarters Second Division, Second Army Corps, 

Harper's Ferry, October 14, 1862. 

J. A. Tompkins, Captain First Rho^e Island artillery, represents that it would be for 
the interest of service for the resignation of Lieutenant R. H. Perry, First Rhode liiand 
artillery, not to be recalled. 

Offioe of the Chief of Artillery, Second Army Corpjs, 

Harper's Ferry, October 14, 1862. 

From the information I have of this officer, I think the interest of the service demands 
that he should not be allowed the privilege [even if he has the right] ^of recalling his resig- 
nation. If he should be allowed the privilege, there is no doubt but that he would be 
driven, by the sentence of a general court, under the forty-fifUi and other articles of war, 
from the service. 

C. H. MORGAN, 
Captain Fourth Artillery, Commanding Artillery Second Corps 



Headquarters Battery B, Rhode Island Light Artillery, 

B<divar Heights, October 9, 1862. 

Captain : I have the honor to tender my resignation as first lieutenant of Batteiy B, 
Rhode Island light artillery. I wish to enter another branch of the service. 
Respectfully referred. 

RAYMOND H. PERRY, 
First Lieutenant Battery B, Rhode Island Light Artillery 

John G. Hazard, 

Captain Commanding Battery B, Rhode Island Light Artillery, 

[Indorsements.] 

Headquarters Battery B, First Rhode Island Light Artillery, 

Bolivar, Va., October 9, 1862. 

Approved and respectfuUv referred to Captain J. A« Tompkins, commanding artillery of 
division, Second Corps de Arm^e. 

JNO. G. HAZARD, 
Captain First Rhode Island Light Artillery, , 
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Headqltarters Artillery, Sbcono Division, Second Corps, 

Bolivar, Va., October 10, 1862. 

Approved and respectfully referred to Brigadier General O. O. Howard, commanding^ 
Second Division^ Second Corps de Arm^e. 

J. A. TOMPKINS, 
Capt, let R, I. L, yl.. Commanding Artillery of Division, 

Headquarters Second Division, Second Corps, 

October 10, 1862. 
Regpcctfullj forwarded and recommended. 

O. O. HOWARD, 
Brigadier General Commanding Division. 



BeapectfuUy forwarded and approved. 



Headquarters Second Corps, 

October 10, 1862. 

D. N. COUCH. 

Major General, 



[Speoial Orders No. 378.— Extract.] 

Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
Camp near KnoxvUle, Md,, October 11, 1862. 

1 . The following named officers, having tendered their resignations, are honorably dis- 
charged from the military service of the United States : 



* 






First Lieutenant R. H. Perry, Battery B, Rhode Island artillery. 

•^ ^h ^^ T* »» ~^ 

By command of Major General McClellan : 

S.WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant General, 



[Special Orders Ko. 280.— Extract.] 

Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Camp near Knoxville, Maryland, October 13, 1862. 

13. * * * So much of paragraph 1, Special Orders No. 278, of October II, 1862, 
a8 accepts the resignation of First Lieutenant R. H. Perry, Battery B, Rhode Island artillery, 
is hereby revoked. 

<« « « «# # # * 



By command of Major General McClellan : 



S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant General, 



(Special Orders Ko. 281.— Extract.] 

Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Camp near Knoxville, Md,, October 14, 1862. 

6. * * So much of Special Orders No. 280, of yesterday's date, as revokes the 
order acc^ptine the resignation of First Lieutenant R. H. Perry, First Rhode Island artil- 
lery, is recalled. Lieutenant Perry will accordingly be considered as honorably discharged 
from the military service of the United States from the date of the order accepting his resig- 
nation. 



By command of Major General McClellan : 



S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 



I think, on reflection, it woi^ld perhaps be better to put in the whole record of the proceed- 
ings of the court-martial that triea Major Perry at New Orleans. Perhaps that ought to be 
dome, in justice. 

The record was received, and is as follows : 
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Proceedings of a general oourt-marUal which convened at New Orleans, Louisiana, by virUu 

of Special Orders, of which the following are copies : 

[Special Orders No. 311.] 

Headquarters Defenses New Orleans, 

^^etr Orleans, December 20, 1864. 

[Extract.] 

]. A^general court-martial is hereby appointed to meet in this city, on Thursday, De- 
cember S2, 1864, at 9 o'clock a. m., or as soon thereafter as practicable, for the trial of Major 
Raymond H. Perry, Third Rhode Island cavalry, and such otiier prisoners as may be properly 
broug^ht before it. 

Detail for the court: 1. Colonel W. C. Holbrook, Seventh Vermont veteran volunteers. 
2. Lieutenant Colonel J. A. Burdett, Seventy -seventh Illinois volunteers. 3. Maior Jesse 
8. Miller, Eleventh Wisconsin volunteers. 4. Major C. C. Pike, Seventy-fourth United 
States colored infantry. 5. Major Theodore Ketchum, Ninety* third United States colored 
infantry. 6. Captain Salmon Dutton, Seventh Vermont veteran volunteers, 7. Captain 
Chambers Cox, First Indiana heavy artillery. Captain O. F. Avery, Thirty- eighth Iowa 
volunteers, judge advocate. 

No other officers than those named can be assembled without manifest injury to the ser- 
vice. 

By command of Brigadier Greneral Sherman : 

FREDERIC SPEED, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 

New Orleans, La., January 6, 1865. 

The court then, at 3 o'clock p. m., adjourned to meet at 10 o'clock a. m. to-morrow, the 
7th instant. 

New Orleans, La., January 7, 1865—10 o'clock a. m. 

The court met pursuant to adjournment and above orders. Present : Colonel W. C. Hol- 
brook, Seventh Vermont veteran volunteers ; Major Jesse S. Miller, Eleventh Wisconsin 
volunteers ; Major C. C. Pike, Seventy-fourth United States colored infantry ; Major Theo- 
dore Ketchum, Ninety-third United States colored infantry ; Captain Salmon Dutton, Sev- 
enth Vermont veteran volunteers ; Captain Chambers Cox, First Indiana heavy artillery ; 
Captain O. F. Aveiy, Thirty -eighth Iowa volunteers, judge advocate. Absent : Lieutenant 
ColonelJ. A. Burdett, Seventy-seventh Illinois volunteers, he having been honorably dis- 
charged the service of the United States. 

The court then proceeded to the trial of Major Raymond H. Perry, Third Rhode Island 
cavalry, who was called before the court, and having heard the order appointing the coart 
read, was asked if he had any objection to any of the members named therein ; to which he 
replied in the negative. 

The accused having no objection to any of the members, the court was then, in presence 
of the accused, duly sworn by the judge advocate, and the judge advocate was duly sworn 
by the president of the court. 

The accused applied to the court to be permitted to introduce W. W. Howe, esq., as 
his counsel, which application was granted, and he appeared as counsel for the ac- 
cused. 

The accused, Major Raymond H. Perry, Third Rhode Island cavalry, was then arraigned 
on the following 

charges and specifications. 

Charge I. — Selling and disposing of government property furnished for the militaiy ser- 
vice of the United States, wrongfully and knowingly, in violation of an act of Congress ap- 
proved March 2, 1862. 

Spec^ication 1. — In this : That he, Major Raymond H. Perry, Third Rhode Island 
cavalry, having received from Captain Herman Borries, Second Illinois light artillery, 
a certain horse, the property of toe United States, which had been in the possession 
of the said Captain Borries, for the use and proper equipment of the company of li|^ht 
artillery under his command; and he, said Major Raymond H. Perry, well knowing 
said horse to be government property, and was to be used in, and had been fumisbed 
for, the military service of the United States, did wrongfully and knowingly sell and dis- 
pose of the same to one W. N. Rogers, a citizen, for the sum of one hundred and fifty 
dollars. All this on or about the 29th day of November, 1864, at New Orleans, Louisiana. 
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Specification 2. — In this : That he, Major Raymond H. Perry, Third Khode Island cayahry, 
haying^ received from Captain Herman Borries, Second Illinois light artillery, six mules, the 
property of the United States, which had heen in the possession of the said Captain Borries, 
for the use and proper equipment of the company of light artillery under his command, and 
he, said Major Raymond H. PeiT^, well knowing that said mules were government property, 
and bad been used in, and were furnished for, the military service of the United States, did 
wrongfully and knowingly sell and dispose of said mules. All this on or about the 20th 
d&y of November, 1864, at New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Specijication 3. — In this: That he. Major Raymond H. Perry, Third Rhode Island cavalry, 
having received from Lieutenant Henderson, acting post quartermaster for the recruiting 
depot under command of said Major Perry, a certain mule, the property of the United States, 
and well knowing said mule to be the property of the United States, and that it had been 
furnished for, and was to be used in, the military service of the United States, did wrong- 
fully and knowingly sell and dispose of said mule to some person whose name is unknown. 
All this at New Orleans, Louisiana, on or about the 20th day of November, 1864. 

Charge II. — Entering into a combination to defraud the government of the United 
States, by assisting to obtain the allowance of a fraudulent claim, in violation of an act of 
Congress approved March 2, J 862. 

Specification, — ^In this : That he, Major Raymond H. Peny, Third Rhode Island cavalry, 
did combine with Captain Herman Borries to defraud the government of the United States, 
in order to obtain the allowance of a fraudulent claim, and did, in furtherance of said com- 
bination, receive from Captain Herman Borries a certain horse, the property of the United 
States, and though well knowing said horse to be the property of the United States, did 
deliver said horse to one W. N. Rogers, a citizen, and did cause the said W. N. Rogers to 
offer said horse for sale to the government of the United States ; and said horse, at the insti- 
gation and with the full knowledge and consent of said Raymond H. Perry, was sold to the 
government of the United States, and the sum of one hundred and sixty-five dollars was 
allowed for the same to said Rogers, which said claim against the government of the United 
States, 80 arising and allowed as aforesaid, was fraudulent in this, that the said horse, at the 
time it was sold to the government as aforesaid by the said Rogers, was already the property 
of the United States, and the said Major Perry assisted, in the manner above set forth, in 
obtaining the allowance of said fraudulent claim of one hundred and sixty-five dollars, and 
did receive from said Rogers the sum of one hundred dollars, and agree to receive the fur- 
ther sum of fifty dollars as a portion of the proceeds of said fraudulent claim. AH this on 
or about the 29th day of November, 1864, at New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Charge III. — Combining and assisting to defraud the government, to the prejudice of 
good order and military discipline. 

Specification, — ^In this : That he. Major Raymond H. Perry, Third Rhode Island cavalry, 
did combine with Captain Herman Borries, Second Illinois light artillery, one Staples, and 
others unknown, to defraud the government of the United States, by assisting to sell and 
dispose of, for their mutual benefit, certain horses and mules, the property of the United 
States, for which said Captain Herman Borries was responsible, and which were then in 
his possession ; and in furtherance of said combination, did receive of said Captain Borries^ 
on tne 20th day of November, 1864, six of said government mules, and on the 25th day of 
November, 1864, one of said government horses, and on the 30th day of November, 1864, 
twelve other of said government mules. And he, said Raymond H. Perry, well knowing 
said horse and mules to be government property, and that they had been used in, and were 
furnished for, the military service of the United States, did receive the same for the purpose 
of selling and disposing of the same for the mutual benefit of himself and the parties to said 
combination, and did sell and dispose of said horse and assist in disposing of said six mules, 
the property of the United States as aforesaid, for the mutual benefit of himself and the par- 
ties to said combination. 

All this on or about and between the 20th and 30th days of November, J 864, at New 
Orleans, Louisiana. 

To which charges and specifications the accused pleaded as follows : 

To 1st specification, 1st charge — '* Not guilty." 

To 2d specification, 1st charge — "Not guilty." 

To 3d specification, 1st charge — ** Not guilty.^' 

To 1st charge—" Not guilty." 

To specification, 2d charge — "Not guilty." 

To 2d charge— "Not guilty." 

To specification, 3d charge — "Not guilty." 

To 3d charge— "Not guilty." 

W. N. Rogers, a citizen, witness for prosecution, sworn and examined in presence of ac 
cnsed. 

By Judge Advocate : 

Question. State your name, age, place of residence, and present occupation. — Answer. 
W. N. Rogers ; I am fifty -six years of age ; I keep a livery stable ; I live at 335 Common 
street, this city ; my stable is at 232 Gravier street. 
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Q. Do you know the accused ; if so, how ]oDg have you known him ? — ^A. I know the 
accused ; I think it was in July last that I first recollect of seeing him. 

Q. Hare you ever purchased any horses of the accused 7 If so, state when and where it 
was, and all the conyersation with the accused, and circumstances attending the sale. — A. 
Well, I do not know exactly whether I purchased a horse of him or not ; I paid him for a 
horse which I turned into government for him ; I disremember the date exactly, but it was 
some six weeks ago ,' if I mistake not, it was in November I saw the accused riding a horse. 
I observed to him : *' You are finely mounted this morning.*' He replied: ''Tes; I would 
like to sell you this horse.*' I then told him that I could not buy the horse ; that it was too 
high a priced horse, probably ; that I could only buy horses to turn into government. He 
replied that that was too fine a horse for that ; that it would make a fine carriage horse. A 
few days after this I saw him again, and he asked me what I could give him for the horse. 
I told him I c^nld not say what ; however, I observed to him that I could not give over one 
hundred and fifty dollars. He then said he thought he would have to let me have him. I 
then told him that if the government took him -I would give him one hundred and fifty for 
him. He asked me then when they were going to inspect, and I told him to-morrow, and 
that if he would bring him down at nine o'clock to-morrow I would show the horse. On 
the following morning he brought him down ; he fetched him into the stables ; he then 
asked me if I had any money ; 1 said yes ; he said be had a doctor's bill to pay that day, and 
would like to pay it ; I asked him how much ; he said seventy-five dollars ; 1 handed him a 
hundred dollar bill ; I took the horse and showed him to the government, and they took him 
and branded him ; they allowed me one hundred and sixty-five dollars for him — the inspector 
did ; Major Tracy was chief man at the inspection ; I got my voucher of Captain Chitten- 
den; I saw no more of the accused, but about two days after I was called up to make an 
affidavit before the judge advocate in regard to it ; the next day after this I saw the accused, 
and told him what had happened ; I also told him that I heard evidence there about some 
mules, &c. As I told him this, he told me I would have no difficulty in regard to the mat- 
ter, or anything that I had got of him ; that he did business right ; that the mules were tip 
in the yard yet. I think the next time I saw him he came to the stable, and I handed him 
bis fifty dollars that I owed him, the balance on the horso ; I had paid him a hundred, and 
that morning I paid him the other fifty. 

Q. State whether any reason was given by either of you in those conversations why you 
could only purchase horses to turn into the government ; if so, state what the reason was. — 
A. X think 1 mentioned to the accused that I could not purchase horses only to turn into 
government by reason of an order which had been issued, and that I could only pay such 
price for horses as would enable me to turn them into government ; that I would have to 
turn in enough and get vouchers to the amount of one thousand dollars, and then there 
would be six per cent, off; and that I could not afford to pay over $150, as I could only 
get $160 or $170. I stated that as a reason for not paying him any more. I also stated 
to the accused that he could turn him in himself. He replied that he did not have enough to 
turn in to come to $1,000, and that was the reason why he wanted me to turn him in. 

Q. Describe the horse you purchased of the accused. — A. He was a roan horse — a red- 
dish roan. I think he was about sixteen hands high — perhaps might vary half an inch one 
way or the other. He was a stout, well put up norse, and about eight or nine years old, 
and in good condition. I do not think there wore any other particular marks about him. 
I looked particularly for a government brand, and found none on him. He had, perhaps, 
a short time before, a rope around one of his ankles. 

Q. State whether anything was said by the accused as to whose horse it was ; how long* 
he had had him, and where he got him ; and if so, what ? — A. I do not know that anything* 
of this kind was spoken of. 

Q. State whether the accused has ever offered to sell you any mules, or said anything to 
you about having any mules for sale. — A. He never offered to sell me any, or said anything^ 
to me abou^ having any for sale. I spoke to him, as I said before, soon after making the 
affidavit before the judge advocate, about what I had heard there in regard to mules. He 
replied that the mules were in the yard ; he did not say what yard. 

By Accused: 

Q. To the best of your knowledge, was the horse, when brought to you by Major Perry, 
a private horse or a government horse ? — A. He looked to me like a private horse. If he 
had been a government horse he ought to have had brands on him, but I could see nothing 
of the kind on him. 

Q. Who inspected this horse on its sale to the government, and was the horse, or not, 
carefully examined at such inspection? — A. He was examined by Major Tracy, Captain 
Bentley, and Lieutenant Bates, and was carefully examined. Lieutenant Bates examined 
him particularly for the '^U. S.," but could fipd none on him. Lieutenant Bates is partic- 
ularly sharp in looking for these brands. 

Q, Please explain to the court why Major Perry could get his money more quickly by 
selling the horse through you than by selling him directly to the government. Are certifi- 
cates of indebtedness issued for less than $1,000 each? — A. He sold him to me because as 
soon as the horse was turned in I was to pay him the money in cash, and he did not have 
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liorses enough to turn in to get biin |1,000, and certificates of indebtedness are not issued 
for a less sum than $],000. At that time vouchers were not transferable. 

Q. Did you ever, in any way, agree with Major Perry to cheat or defraud the government 
in the matter of this horse 7 — A. I never did, sir. It was never suggested to me. 

Corporal John W. Barnaba, Company A, Second Illinois light artillery, a witness for 
prosecution, sworn and examined in presence of accused. 

By Judge Advocate : 

Question. State your name^ present occupation, and, if you know the accused, how Ions' 
yon have known him. — Answer. John W. Barnaba ; I am a corporal Company A, Second 
Illinois light artillery ; I have seen the accused frequently ; I have known him by sight 
between two and three months — some three months. 

Q. Have you ever seen the accused receiving a horse from Captain Berries, Second Illi- 
nois light artillery ? If so, state when and where it was, and all you saw of the conduct and 
heard of the conversation of the parties at the time the horse was delivered to the accused. — 
A. He took a horse from our yard once — a roan horse — and left another sorrel horse in the 
place of him, as I understood it. I saw them in the yard together two or three times before 
the horse was taken away. The captain — Captain Berries — was looking at this roan horse, 
and called me up and asked me if I thought this roan horse would work in harness. Major 
Ferry was also present at the time, looking at that horae and other horses. I told him I had 
never tried him; I had never harnessed him. By their conversation I learned that they 
were talking about changing horses or trading horses. At that time they had reference to 
the roan horse and the sorrel horse. The captain remarked to the accused that he wanted a 
good saddle-horse. I think the accuM remarked that his horse, the sorrel, was a good 
saddle-horse — smart — that he had ridden him a good deal. He was thin in flesh. I do not 
remember whether this sorrel horse was brought there this same day or a day or two before. 
I know that he was there two or three days before the roan horse was taken away. A day 
or two after this conversation the accused was in there again with Captain Borries, and 
took the roan horse and had a colored man put the saddle on him. I got on to the horse 
and rode him out into the street, so that they could see how he moved. The accused asked 
the colored man to get on him first, but he acted as though he was afraid, and so I said I 
would get on him. After I got o^, the accused got on the norse and rode him up and down 
the street some once or twice, and then rode him off, after he and the captain had had some 
little conversation, I could not tell what about. 

Q. Did you see them doing anything with or to the sorrel horse at any of these times ? — 
A. They wont and were looking around him, and speaking of him as being a nice, fast 
horse — fast to run. The accused spoke of him as being fast to run. 

Q. State whether you heard anything said by either of the parties, at either of these times, 
as to the ownership of these horses, or when and how they had been used. — ^A. I do not 
think I did, sir, at the time ; not to my recollection. I heard him call the sorrel horse his 
horse, is all. I do not know that I ever heard the captain say anything to the accused as to 
how the roan horse was used. 

Q. State where the government horses of the battery were kept, and where the private 
horses were kept, and where the roan horse was kept. — A. I did not know that there were 
any private horses in the battery. There are horses which the ofiicers claim, but I do not 
know that they own them. The horaes claimed by the officers as their own were kept in 
the sheds and stalls furthest from Religious street, where any horses were kept. The camp 
fronts on Religious street. The government horses we kept next to Religious steeet. Two 
or three horses — ^e one I rode and one other — were kept in the same row of stalls with the 
horses claimed by the officers. The row of stalls where the officers' horses were kept was 
some twenty to twenty-five feet from the stalls where the horses used by the non-commis- 
sioned officers were kept. The team horses were kept in the department next to Religious 
street. This department was divided by a brick wall from that where the officers' horses 
were kept. This roan horse was kept in the stalls occupied by the horses used by the non- 
commissioned officers, that is, between the officers* horses and the team horses — in a row of 
stalls separate from the officers* horses. The sorrel horse was put in the tier of stalls with 
the officers* horses. 

Q. Describe the sorrel horse, and state, if you know, whether it was a government horse 
or not. — A. The sorrel horse was a nice, small horse, about fifteen hands high and thin in 
flesh. He had a government brand on him— a " U. S."— -is all I know. 

Q. Describe the roan horse particularly, and state, if you know, whether he was a govern- 
ment horse or not. — A. The roan horse was a horse about fifteen hands and perhaps two 
inches high, a well-proportioned horse, well built and in good order. I should tnink he was 
about six years old — five or six — ^high life and ill-disposed, and was used as a government 
horse in the battery always ever since I have known nim. He was a strawberry roan horse. 
I do not think there wer« any government brands on him. There was a small " S,** but 
this was a great deal smaller than I ever saw put on stock. This was on the shoulder, near 
the place where the brands should be, but it is my impression that it was never put on as a 
government brand. He was used as a government horse. I had known him from the 3d of 
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April last. He came into the battery while I was awaj, some time between the 10th of 
February and the 3d of April. 

Q. State whether yon haye ever seen the accused alone with Captain Borries, or without 
him, about your camp at any other times than those you nave mentioned. — A. I have seen 
him pass frequently backward and forward. I do not think I ever saw him inside the camp 
without Captain Borries being along. I do not recollect of seeing him there at any other 
times. 

Q. State what you know, if anything, about any mules having been delivered to the 
accused by Captain Borries. — A. Captain Borries ordered me at one time to have two siz^ 
mule teams harnessed and hitched to the wagon, and report them to Major Perry. He told 
me the accused wanted them to haul saw-dust, and to leave the drivers that day. I took the 
teams and reported to the accused in person. The accused, when I reported, said, in 
substance, that it was all right, and told me where to leave them under the shed, and I left 
the mules with the drivers tnere with him — the drivers for that day. 

Q. State how these mules had been used, and whether they were government mules or 
not, if you know. — A. They were government mules, or used as such in the siege train of 
the battenr* and were drawn for that purpose. Most of them were branded. This was near 
the 1st of December last, perhaps a'little before. 

Q. State whether any other mules have been taken from your battery which have not been 
returned to it ; if so, when, where, and by whom, so far as you know 7 — A. Before those 
were taken there was a six-mule team taken from the battery, from our camp. There was 
no harness or wagon taken with them. The day they were taken. Captain Borries told me 
he had orders to turn over a six-mule team, was the way he expressed it. While we were 
talking about turning over these mules, we looked up and saw the accused coming, in a 
buggy with another man, coming from the quarters 9t the accused ; we were standing near 
the officers' quarters. I do not know what the man*s name was. On seeing these men 
coming the captain went up to the boggy and asked him if he was ready to take those mules. 
One or the other of these men in the bng^y replied that he would be in about three-quarters 
of an hour, or an hour, as they were going up Keligious street. The captain then told me t« 
go and put up a six-mule team for them ; to select them. He told me to give them a good 
one. I remarked, "I shall not give them the best." The captain replied. " Give them a 
good team." The conversation was between all three, and I was about fifteen or twenty 
leet from them. 

Q. State how this man with the accused was dressed at the time. — A. He liad on gray 
pants and gray coat — gray suit. He had on a cap of a redish mixed color, not black or gray. 
He had no military clothes on or about him. 

Q. State how the mules went away from the camp. — A. About three-quarters of an hoar 
after the conversation the man who was with the accused came along with two colored men 
and got the mules ; I do not know whether the accused was present or not ; I do not recollect 
of seeing him. These two colored men took the mules, each rode one and led two, and the 
other man followed along and drove them a little, as they were stubbom to lead. They 
went up Tchapitoulas street, and the last I saw of him he was on the sidewalk. I do not 
know tuat I had ever seen these colored men before. 

The court then, at 3 o'clock p. m., adjourned to meet at 10 o'clock a. ra. on Monday the 
9th instant. 

New Orleans, Louisl\na, January 9, 1865—10 o'clock a. m. 

Court met pursuant to adjournment and above orders. Present, the same members as on 
Saturday, the judge advocate, accused and his counsel. 

Examination of J. W. Barnaba, corporal Company A, Second Illinois light artillery, 
resumed. 

By Judge Advocate : 

Question. State the conversation you had with the man who came after those mules while 
selecting them out, if any. 

(Objected to by accused as irrelevant, the statements of this " man in gray" not being 
evidence against accused. 

The judge advocate replied that among the charges against the accused is that of com- 
bining with Captain Borries, one Staples, and others unknown, for the purpose of defraud- 
ing the government. He expects to be ab)e to prove this combination among some or all of 
these parties — certainly so far as Staples and the accused are concerned — ^and that this 
'* man in gray" is no other than the man Staples ; and if this much is proved, there can he 
no doubt that the declarations of Staples at that time must bind the accused and are ad- 
missible as evidence. If the connection of Staples with accused is not proved, he admits 
that these declarations of Staples ought to be excluded by the court from their considera- 
tion, and he asks that this evidence be received subject to this condition. 

The court was then cleared, and after mature deliberation, the doors were opened ; the 
accused and his counsel present. The decision of the court was announced by the judge 
advocate, that the objection of the accused be overruled, and that the evidence be received 
subject to the condition stated by the judge advocate. ) 
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Answer. I had so particular conversation with him except ohjecting^ to the mules he 
selected. He wished to pick out all large mules. lohjected to that, as being wagon-master 
of the train, from the fact that it would spoil our wheel teams: I told him I would give 
him two large mules, two of medium size, and two small mules. He replied that those 
small mules were not sufficient for coal carts ; and I told him it would not do to give all 
large mules, and spoil three or four other teams. He agreed that that was true, and con- 
sented to take the teams I had selected. He said nothing further as to what he wanted of 
the mules, except that some of them were too small to work in coal carts. 

Q. Describe particularly those six mules. — A. One of them was a large, dark-brown 
mule, about fifteeu hands and one inch high, in good order, a little sway-backed, a little 
tender-footed or stiff in the shoulder, and at least ten years old. The second was a bright 
sorrel mule, about fifteen hands high, and in tolerable good order, his left fore-leg crooked, 
crooked in at the knee-joint ; about ten years old. The third was a black mule, {{bout four- 
teen and a half hands high — perhaps not quite so much — rather thin in flesh, and I should 
think about eight or nine years old. The fourth was a dark, iron-gray mule, about the 
same height as the last described, tolerable good order, and I should think about five years 
old. The fifth was a dark-brown mule, thin in flesh, and about thirteen and a half hands 
high — perhaps a little more — and about seven or eight years old. The sixth was a dark bay 
mule, thin in flesh, and in other respects about like the last. All these mules had been 
marked with a ** U. S." in June last. I marked theiii myself, and some of them, I presume, 
had been marked before I marked them, though I am not positive. I marked them by 
burning. They were all horse males. 

Q State in what capacity you were acting in the battery, in November last, and wh«*t 
were your duties ? — A. I was company wagon-master, and had charge of the teams of the 
siege trains. 

Q. State whether you had ever, at any other time, seen that "man in gray" with the 
accused; and if so, where? — A. I saw him at different times-rseveral times — with him in 
our camp, and passing in the streets. I do not know that I ever saw him but once except 
be was with him. I think he was there both times the accused was there, seeing about the 
roan horse. 

Q. State, if you know, whether any or all of these eighteen mules were government 
mules or not, and whether any have ever been returned to your camp. — A. They were all 
used as government mules, and had been ever since I knew them — from one to two years. 
They have not been returned to our camp. I have seen none of the first six since, but have 
seen perhaps all of the twelve. Neither has the roan horse been returned to our camp 
since. I saw the roan horse once since he was taken away by the accused, up at the quar- 
termaster's corral ; at least, they told me it was the quartermaster's ; he had a large govern- 
ment brand on him— a *' U. S." 

By ACCUSED : 

Q. Was not Major Perry, at the time, in command at the Alabama Press ? How far was 
that from Captain Borries's stable ? — A. I was told that he was in command at the press. 
There was just one street between the two; Robin street runs between them. The gates 
of Alabama Press opened on Tchupitoulas, and the gates of our press on Religious street. 
They were adjoining presses, except the street between. 

Q. Were not these twelve mules loaned to Major Perry, to draw saw-dust for his press, so 
far as you understood ? — A. No, sir ; they were not. The drivers were to stay that day to 
haul saw-dust ; but he told me at the time that the teams were to be left there, and the ac- 
cused was going to receipt for them — so Captain Borries informed me. 

Q. Did you not know, or understand, that the twelve mules of which you spoke are still 
at the Alabama Press, or were at the time of the arrest of Major Perry ? — A. I think all, or 
a part of them, were there at the time of his arrest. I saw some of them there afterward, 
but do not know that I saw all. So far as I know, all were there. If the accused was ar- 
rested at the time Captain Borries was, this is true. I do not know whether he was or not. 
I understood he was. 

■ Q. As to the six mules, do you know whether the man in gray bought them, or whether 
they were turned over to him on invoice and receipt ? — A. I do not know particularly. I 
do not think, from their conversation, that he bought them, or that any receipts were passed, 
though I am not positive. 

Q. Can you swear positively that Major Perry had anything to do, personally, with the 
transfer of the six mules to the man in gray ? — A. Not more than what Captain Borries 
told me. 

Q. Did you see the sorrel horse brought to Captain Borries's stable ; if yes, was it not 
some four or five days before the conversation which occurred when Major Perry and Captain 
Borries looked at the roan horse ? — ^A. I am not positive that I saw the sorrel horse brought 
in. I think the first I saw of the sorrel horse he was in the stall and they were looking at 
him. This was somewhere from three to five days before. 

Q. Can you swear of your own knowledge that this roan horse was a government horse at 
all ? Is it not possible that he was a private horse t— A. I" do not know ; except that he was 
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used as a g^oyernment horse and kept as such. This is as far as mj personal knowledge 
extends. 

Q. Can you swear that Major Perry knew him to be a government horse when he received 
him from Captain Borries ?— A. I cannot ; I do not know. 

Q. Did yon see the man in gray after he took away the six mnles 7 If yes, how often and 
where? — A. I saw him at our quarters— at onr camp — after that a good many times.. I saw 
him the next day in the officers' quarters ; I could not say how many times— more than 
once — more than twice. 

Q. Did not Captain Borries claim some of the horses in your battery as his own^ and some 
of the mules ? — A. I have heard that he did. 

By Judge Advocate : 

Q. State what ones, and how many, and who told yon so. — A. I heard it spoken of. I 
could not tell who told me so, or which ones he claimed. I understood he claimed eleven 
mules and eight horses ; I never heard him say so. 

Q. State the directions Captain Borries gave you in regard to the delivery of the six mnles. 

(Objected to on the part of the accused, but consents that it may be answered and evidence 
received, subject to the same couditions as in case of the conversation between the man in 
gray and witness. ) 

A. Some time during the day the captain told me he had orders to turn over a team — a 
six-mule team. He said we had more teams than we needed in the city — ^this was in the 
morning. In the afternoon I went to him to see what kind of team to turn over — that is, 
the quality of the team. He told me to select a good team — a six-mule team. While we 
were talking there, we saw the accused and the man in gray coming in the buggy, and he 
says, •* There comes the major; I will see when he wants the team turned in." As they 
drove up he spoke to them, and the conversation occurred as I have stated it before. 

By Accused : 

Q. Was not the man in gnj sometimes addressed as "major," or by some other title of 
military rank? — A. I do not recollect of ever bearing him spoken to or addressed as such. 
I have heard that he was a lieutenant, but never heard him addressed as such. 

The court and parties having no further questions to ask, the witness was dismissed. 

W. W. Campbell, junior first lieutenant Company A, Second Illinois light artillery, a 
witness for prosecution, sworn and examined in presence of accused. 

By Judge Advocate: 

Question. State your name, present occupation, and, if you know the accused, how 
long you have known him. — Answer. W. W. Campbell ; I am junior first lieutenant Com- 
pany A, Second Illinois light artillery. I have seen him often. I have no personal acquaint^ 
ance with him. I saw him first about the 15th or 16th of October last. 

Q. Do you know anything about a roan horse having been taken from your camp by the 
accused *, if so, when was it? — A. I know of a roan horse being taken from our camp about 
the 25th of November last ; between the 20th and 25th ; not certain as to date. I do not 
know that accused took him away at that time. I saw him in the yard looking at the horse, 
and riding him around, and ont of the camp, and into the street; whether he took him 
away or not I do not know. The horse was taken away about that time. The la^t I saw 
of the accused, at that time, he was going up Religious street, riding the horse, about one 
block distant from the stables. I have never, seen the horse since. Never has been returned 
to our quarters since, to my knowledge. 

Q. Describe this horse. — A. He was a roan horse, about fourteen hands high — not certain 
as to height ; a fine looking, neat horse ; had very slight brand on the left foreshoulder — 
" U. S." brand, I suppose, though it was very hard to distinguish what it was ; about six 
or seven years old. 

Q. State, if you know, whether or not this was a government horse, and how long he had 
been used in the battery. — A. I have always supposed him a government horse. He came 
into our stable from a government stable, under charge of Captain Armstrong, assistant quar- 
termaster, where sick horses were kept. I supposed he was brought in exchange for another 
government horse taken from these stables about the same time. This roan horse was 
brought into the battery some time in March, 1864 ; about the middle of March. He had 
been used as a saddle-horse in the battery, part of the time by the sergeant and the wagon- 
master, and part of the time by the captam. He was always reported in the battery as a 
government horse. 

Q. State who was in command of your battery previous to the 1st of December last. — A. 
Captain H. Borries ; and from the 18th of October, 1863. 

Q. Do you know anything about any government mules having been taken away from 
your battery, and which have not been returned to it ? If so, state when, where, and by 
whom they were taken, so far as you know. — A. There were six taken away between the 
15th and 20th of November last. There were two colored men who rode the mules out of 
the yard, and they were driven out by a man by the name of Staples, whom I had often seen 
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with the accused. The accused was in the vicinity, in the street. I saw him near the gate 
and the quarters. I do not remember seeing him in the yard at the time the mules were 
taken oat. I saw him in a bn^gy part of the time, and a part of the time on foot. Captain 
Borries was in the yard when the mules were taken out, and followed them out. I saw these 
mules last going up Tchupitoulas street, about a block from camp. Captain Borries, after 
he came out of the yard, got into the buggy with the accused, and went toward the Alabama 
Press. The accused and the captain came back together in a short time, drove up to the 
quarters, and the captain got out. They were government mules, to the best of my knowl- 
edge. I do not know that we ever had any private mules in the company. Corporal Bar- 
naba was there attending to the delivery of the mules. 

(Before cross-examination the accused asks that all the testimony of the witness in refer- 
ence to the six mules, and the dealings of Staples and Borries in regard to them, be stricken 
out as irrelevant. 

The judge advocate replied that he could not see how this evidence could in any manner 
be considered irrelevant. The witness has coufiued himself to wh>it he saw of the actions of 
cerfain persons charged to be parties to a combination with accused. These very actions and 
this very conduct is certainly strong circumstantial evidence of the fact of a combination be- 
tween these parties, especially when taken in connection with the testimony of Corporal 
Bamaba as to what was done and said by the accused and these same parties three-quarters 
of an hour before; and for this reason, if for no other, is material and relevant. Combina- 
tions and conspiracies are notoriously difficult to prove, and generally must be proved by con- 
duct of the parties and such circumstantial evidence as this. — [Referred to Ben^t, page^ 287 
and 288.] 

The accused replies that the law wisely rejects such testimony, because if received it would 
compel the accused to prove why he was in a neighboring street at the time, and why Cap- 
tain Borries got into his buggy and drove oflF with him — a thin&r well nigh impossible after 
any lapse of time. Such evidence, if admitted in a criminal case, would, in a city, impli- 
cate every person in the neighborhood whom the authorities, in their wisdom or foolishness, 
might choose to arrest. 

The court was then cleared, and, afler mature deliberation, the doors were opened, and the 
accused and his counsel present, and the decision of the court was announced by the judge 
advocate, that the motion of the accused be overruled, and that the testimony of the witness 
be not stricken out.) 

By Accused : ' 

Q. Was not the roan horse taken from your camp as late as November 30 7 — ^A. I think it 
was before that time. I am not positive of the date, but I think it was on or before the 25th. 

Q. Why do you think it was on or before the 25th of November t — A. The only thing I 
have to guide by is, that there were twelve other mules taken out on the last day of Novem- 
ber or the 1st of December, and the horse was taken out a few days before. 

Q. Can you swear positively, and of your own knowledge, that this roan horse was not a 
private horse ? — A. I cannot. 

Q. Are you very sure that the roan horse was branded " U. S." in any perceptible man- 
ner? — A. I could distinctly see a part of the " S ;" this is all I could make out. 

Q. Might not a private horse be branded with an ** S '* or part of an *' S 7" — A. It is very 
possible that it might. 

Q. Did Major Perry, to your knowledge, know that this roan horse was a government 
horse 7 — A. .Not to my knowledge. 

Q. When you say that Major Perry was in the street near your camp at the time the six 
mules were transferred, was he not as near to his own camp as. to yours ? — A. He was not. 
He was in the vicinity of our camp, between the officers' quarters and the quarters of the 
men — about four or five rods from the nearest portion of his own press — probably not over 
four rods, but not less than fifteen or sixteen rods from the gate of his press. 

Q. What was Major Perry doing in the street at the time to which you refer 7 — A. He 
did not seem to be doing anything. He seemed to be waiting for some person, or to see 
some one. 

Q. Was he alone 7-*A. He was alone. 

Q. When Major Perry and Captain Borries drove off, where did they go — how long before 
they returned? — ^A. They went toward the quarters of accused, and returned in five or ten 
minutes. 

Q. Did they bring back with thep the sorrel horse which was transferred by Major Perry 
to Captain Borries? — A. They did, not, at that time. 

Q. £>o you remember if Captain Bories rode out after that on that day, and did he not ride 
the sorrel horse 7 — A. I do not remember. He generally rode out every day, but I do not 
know what horse he rode. 

Q. When Major Perry had brought Captain Borries back, which way did Major Perry go 
with his buggy 7 — A. I did not notice which way he went. I stepped into my quarters, 
and did not notice after that. 

Q. Did not Major Perry drive about a good deal in his buggy, and drive his acquaint- 
ances about 7 — ^A. I saw him driving past the quarters frequently ; sometimes. persons were 
with bim, sometimes not. 
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Q. Did yon see Stoptes and Borries driving with him, and quite often ? — A. I have often seen 
Staples rioing with iiim ; I do not recollect of Heeing Captain Borries riding with him before. 

Q. Do yon know, of your own knowledge, whether Captain Borries Void these six mules 
to Staples or transferred them to him upon receipt? — A. I do not know. I know that no 
receipts ever came to the company, among the company papers. I do not know that Staples 
had anything to do with these mules, except to drive them away. 

Q. Do you know, v\' your own knowledge, that Major Perry had any part or share in the 
transfer of those six mules to Staples f — A. I do not. 

Q. You spoke of twelve mules, which left yonr camp about December 1 ; are they not now, 
or were they not, at the time of Major Perry's arrest, at the Alabama Press 1 — A. I do not 
know anything about them after they left our quarters — they have never been returned to 
the battery. 

Q. Why have not the officers of your battery got them back from the Alabama Press 7— 
A. I do not know what were the reasons of the commanding officer for taking no steps in 
the matter. 

Q. Do you know Staples ; if yes, did you over hear him called major or colonel ? — A. I 
never spoke to the man in my life. I have seen him often and heard that his name was 
Staples ; that is all I know about him. I never heard him spoken to as major or colonel. 
I heard that he had been a lieutenant. 

Q. When Major Perry and Captain Borries drove off together, as you say, to the Ala- 
bama Press, do you know, of your own knowledge, what their business together was ? — ^A. 
I do not. 

The court and parties having no further questions to ask, the witness was dismissed. 

The court then, at 3 o*clock p. m., adjourned to meet again at 10 o'clock a. m. to-mor- 
roW; the 10th instant. 

New Orleans, January 10, 1865—10 o'clock a. m. 

The court met pursuant to adjournment and above orders. 

Present : The same members as yesterday, the judge advocate, and the accused and his 
counsel. 

Private Samctel Bennett, Company A, Second Illinois light artillery, a witness f&r pros- 
ecution, sworn and examined in presence of accused. 

By Judge Advocate : 

Question. State your name, present occupation, and, if you know the accused, how lone 
you have known him. — Answer. Samuel Bennett. I am private in Company A, Second 
Illinois artillery. I know the accused — have known him about six weeks. 

Q. If you have ever delivered any mules to the accused, state when and where it was, at 
whose order, how many, and all the circumstances. — A. I was ordered to drive one six-mule 
t^am to Alabama Press for Major Perry, and to stay and haul sawdust for the accused that day, 
and leave the team there that night. The wagonmaster. Corporal Barnaba, gave me these 
orders. This was somewhere about the firi<t of December. I took the team and reported with 
it to the accused at the Alabama Press. We drove under a shed and reported. The accused 
told us to wait there till a citizen dressed in light gray clothes with dark gray cap came, and he 
would go with us and show us where to get the sawdust. We waited about half an hour, then 
the citizen came and went with us to a saw-mill up Tchupitoulas street, and got this sawdust. 
There was another team with us. We each got a load. We brought the sawdust and unloaded 
it at the stables in the Alabama Press. 1 he citizen showed us where to unload it. The 
citizen then told us to drive under the shed where we were in the morning, and unhitch 
and throw the harness in the wagon. We did so. He told us to leave the mules there and 
we did so. While coming from the saw-mill this citizen said he would take two of the 
mules I had in my team and drive them in a bugg^or spring-wagon. We got through haul- 
ing the sawdust, and I left the mules about half past two o'clock, when the accused took us 
to the sutler's, treated us, and we went back to our camp. These mules, none of them, have 
been returned to our camp since. There were twelve mules altogether in the two teams, and 
they belonged to our battery, and the harnesses also belonged to our battery, and have not 
been returned since. I have seen these mules several times since at the Alabama Press. I 
saw them there at least two weeks after I left them there. 

Q. State whether you had ever seen this citizen in gray before. If so, when and where 7— 
A. I saw him in our camp the day the other six mules were taken away, about two weeks 
before. He came in there first with Captain Borries, and^hey looked about among the mules 
and talked about the different teams, and looked among the horses. He was there about 
twenty minutes then. It was an hour or three-fourths of an hour, he came back with a 
couple of negroes and took the six mules away. He came to the press on foot. I saw 
nothing of the aocused that day. 

By Accused : 

Q. At the time the twelve mules were taken to Major Perry, what was Major Perry doing; 
did he seem to be busy mustering recruits or signing papers 7 — A. Not that I know of— I aid 
not see him. I did not see him doing anything at all. He came to the wagons, went awa/ 
again, and I did not see him again that day. 
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Q. Did the citizen of whom you speak give any reason why he went with you to get saw- 
dust? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Who else was present when the twelve mules were reported to Major Perry ? — A. No- 
hody, that I recollect of, but the wagonmaster and two or three other drivers in the corral 
standing around. 

The court and parties having no further questions to ask, the witness was dismissed. 

The. court then, at 12 o'clock m., no more witnesses being present, adjourned to meet again 
at 10 o'clock a. m. to-morrow, the 11th instant. 

New Orleans, Louisiana, 
January 11, 1865 — 10 o'clock a. m. 

The court met pursuant to adjournment and above orders. 

Present : The same members as yesterday, the judge advocate, and the accused and his 
counsel. 

Captain Herman Borries, Second Illinois light artillery, a witness for prosecution, 
sworn and examined in presence of accused. 

By Judge Advocate : 

Question. State your name, present occupation, and if you know the accused, how long 
have you known him. — Answer. Herman Borries ; I am captain Company A, Second Illinois 
light artillery ; I know the accused; have known him about four months. 

Q. If you have ever delivered to the accused any horse, state when and where it was, and 
describe the horse. — A. In the month of November last I exchanged horses with him in my 
camp at Alabama Press, yard No. 2. The horse I let him have was a roan horse, about six- 
teen bands high, six years of age, in good condition. 

Q. State all the circumstances and terms of this exchange of horses with the accused. — A. 
The accused had a light sorrel horse, which he said he wanted to exchange for another 
horse. I looked at this sorrel horse, and gave him this roan horse for the sorrel. 

Q. State, if you know, whether either or both of these horses were government horses or 
not. — A. Previous to the exchange I had seen this sorrel horse, and observed the **U. S." 
on his 'shoulder. Mine was a government horse. I had drawn it from Captain Armstrong, 
and it was marked with a " U. S." on the left shoulder. I think \^, was cut on with shears. 
Nothing was said as to the ownership of these horses at the time of the exchange. 

Q. If you have ever delivered any mules to the accused, state how many and when. — A. 
About the same time—whether previous or after the exchange of horses I do not recollect 
exactly — I happened to meet with the accused, who asked me if I would loan him, or turn 
over to him, one or two teams. I answered I would do it with pleasure. I could not turn 
them over, but I would loan them to him, provided he would take good care of them until a 
deliverance in a proper way could be effected — a transfer. Then, a few days later, after this 
conversation took place, a man, whose name I understand is Staples, and whom I had seen 
frequently in the company of the accused, called on me and asked for six mules without 
wagon or harness. He said he would get the wagon and harness afterward. I gave orders 
to my wagonmaster to pick out six serviceable mules, not to take the best, such as would 
work together, which he did, and turned them over into the hands of two negroes, who drove 
them off, in which direction I do not know — at that time I believe, to Alabama Press. 

Q- Did this man Staples say who he wanted these mules for? — A. He wanted them for 
the use of Major Perry, he said. He said Major Perry sent him there, at least that was the 
understanding. I did not hesitate to turn these mules over to Staples^ as I anticipated a 
connection between him and Major Perry. I had loaned out teams to other camps. 

Q. State whether you have ever seen any of these six mules since, or know what has be- 
come of them 1 — A. I never have seen any of them since, and do not know what has become 
of them. 

Q. State whether you have had any conversation with the accused in regard to these six 
mules since ; if so, state it. — ^A. When the accused and I were talking about the twelve 
mules I let him have afterward, about giving me receipts for them, he denied having re- 
ceived the six mules from me. This was on the morning that we were arrested, I told him 
that I had turned them over to Staples for him. He said he had not seen any more but the 
twelve mules. I asked where Staples was, and he said he did not know. At the same time 
I told the accused I should hold him responsible. He then again denied having rjeceived the 
six mules from me. 

Q. Had Staples ever been present at any conversation you had with the accused in regard 
to loaning him the six mules ? — A. He was present once. Major Perry asked me about the 
mules. He said if Staples should come for them I should send them in his care. This was 
perhaps six or eight days before the six mules were delivered.* 

Q. State whether you ever had any conversation with Staples in regard to delivering any 
mules to him. — A. Yes. At the time I delivered these six mules to Staples I told him to 
give my compliments to Major Perry, and if I could help him to anything else I would do 
BO with pleasure, and at the same time to take good care of the mules. I never had conver- 
sation with Staples in regard to delivering mules to him, or had any idea of doing so. 
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Q. State how many other mules yoa have delivered to accused 1 — A. I also afterward, 
eight or ten days later, on a written request of accused, delivered twelve mules to the ac- 
cused. At the time of the delivery of the six mules I had ordered my quartermaster sergeant 
to make out proper papers for trans ferriug them to Major Perry. 

Q. State whether any or all of these mules were government property ; and state if you 
know whether the accused knew this. — A. They were all government property. Nothing 
was said as to the ownership of them. I did not expect that an officer was to have mules. 
I guess all were branded. They all had been branded two or three months before at Car- 
roUton. 

By Defense : 

Q. Was not the sorrel horse delivered to you some days before you delivered the roan to 
Major Perry ; if so, how lon^ before ? — A. The sorrel horse was delivered to me three or 
four days before I delivered the roan horse in exchange, as I intended to try him. 

By Accused : 

Q. Look at paper now shown you and say if it is the memorandum receipt you gave for 
the sorrel horse? — A. This is the memorandum receipt I gave Major Perry for the sorrel 
horse, with the understanding that he should give me a memorandum receipt for the roan 
horse, if necessary, no blanks being on hand then. 

Q. Did you receive from Major Perry any memorandum receipt, or other receipt, for the 
roan horse ? — A. I did not, for the reason I have stated before, and I did not think it the 
legal way to give receipts written with a pencil. 

Q. You say there was an understanding that Major Perry should give you a proper re- 
ceipt if necessary. How did this understanding originate ? — A. As he presented this memo- 
randum receipt to me the first' time I had thought of it, I then asked him if it was necessary 
and required. I also requested him to give me a memorandum receipt also. He then said 
if I would make it out he would give me a memorandum receipt also. 

Q. Did you make it out ? — A. I did not. 

Q. When Major Perry took the roan horse from you did you tell him it was a government 
horse 7 — A. I don't believe he talked about the horse at all. We exchanged the horses there, 
and I could have no idea of exchanging a private horse of mv own for a government horse. 
I did not tell him it was a government horse. I gave him the choice between two or three 
government horses. I knew his was a government horse. 

Q. Who else was present when you spoke with Major Perry about his giving you a re- 
ceipt for the roan horse 1 — A. Nobody, to my knowledge. 

Q. Did you not tell Major Perry, at the time you gave him the roan horse, "that it was 
your own private property ? Did you not also state that you had brought the horse from 
Missouri ? — A. I did not tell him it was my own private property. I did not state that I had 
brought this horse from Missouri. I told him that I had brought a sorrel horse which is 
used in the battery, and which is my own, from Missouri. 

Q. Did you not state to Major Perry, before you gave him the roan horse, that you would 
give him the roan horse as a present ? This in the presence of Mr. Staples ? — A. No. 

Q. Did not Major Perry at this time hesitate to accept the roan horse, and did you not 
assure him again that it was your own private property 1 — A. Not that I know of. 

Q. As to the six mules — please state if you know that Mtyor Perry ever received them after 
you gave them to Staples. — A. I do not know. 

Q. For what purpose and understanding did you loan to Major Perry the twelve mules 
with harness and wagons?— A. To work tor him in his camp. 

Q. Where were those twelve mules when you and Major Perry were arrested ? — A. I do 
not know. I think they were in the Alabama Press. 

Q. Did you ever combine, as is charged in this case, with Major Perry to defraud the gov- 
ernment by selling to the government the roan horse of which you have spoken ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you ever, as is charged in this case, combine with Major Perry and Mr. Staples 
to dispose of, fervour mutual benefit, any government horses and mules? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you and Major Perry ever combine or agree together to sell any government prop- 
esty and divide the profits ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did Major Perry ever recommend you to deal with Mr, Staples in government prop- 
erty ? If Major Perry ever said anything about this subject, please state what he said. — A. 
He never recommended me to deal with Mr. Staples in government property. I never heard 
him say anything about it. 

Q. Please state what (if anything) Major Perry told you respecting having dealings of any 
sort with Staples. — A. He never told me anything. 

Q. Please state if you ever received from Mr. Staples any money for the six mules deliv- 
ejed to him. — A. Never. 

Q. Please state if you ever received from Major Perry, or agreed or expected to receive, 
any money for the six mules delivered to Staples, or for the twelve mules loaned to Major 
Perry. — ^A. I never received or expected to receive any money. 

Q. Please state whether you ever received or expected to receive any of the money realized 
by the sale of the roan horse to Mr. Rogers.-— A. Never. 
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Q. Please state whether or not the place occupied by you as a camp is a part of the same 
press occupied by Major Perry's command ? — A. It is a part of it ; belongs to it. 

Q. At the time you delivered the six mules to Mr. Staples, was Major Perry present; if 
not, do you know where he was 7 — A. He was not present ; I do not know where he was. 

By Judge Advocate : 

Q. Had you not ^een him and talked with him the same day 7 About an hour before the 
delivery of the mules, did not he and Staples come along in a buggy, and you speak to 
them 7 — A. I saw him that same day. I was going down to headquarters and met him in a 
buggy and spoke a few words to him. He was alone. I did not speak to him with refer- 
ence to the mules. I do not remember of speaking to them about the mules, or seeing him 
and Staples in the buggy, or hearing them say anything about going up Religious street that 
day. I saw Major Perry afterward. It was about eight days before that I saw the accused, 
and he gave me the instructions about delivering the mules to Staples. It is very likely I 
saw him that morning about it ; but I do not know whether I did or not. 

Q. State, if you can, when in fact your name was signed to this receipt produced by the 
accused 7 — A. I presume it was on the date of the receipt, I think before the twelve mules 
were delivered. I had not, at time of signing it, heard tnat any difficulty was likely to arise 
out of these affairs. 

By Accused : 

Q. When Major Perry first spoke of borrowing mules, did he not tell you that he would 
send a written order for them when he should wish them 7 — A. He did not. 

Q. After you delivered the mules to Staples, did you get into a buggy with Major Perry 
and drive to the Alabama Press 7 — A. No, sir; I am sure I did not. 

The court and parties having no further questions to ask, the witness was dismissed. 

Henry Pierce, sergeant Company A Second Illinois light artillery, a witne^ for pros- 
ecution, sworn and examined in presence of accused. 

By Judge Advocate : 

Question. State your name, present occupation; and if you know the accused, how long 
you have known him? — Answer. Henry Pierce ; I am sergeant Battery A Second Illinois 
light artillery ; I know him when I see him ; have seen him often ; am not personally ac- 
quainted with him. 

Q. Do you know anything about six government mules having been taken from the 
camp of your company which have not been returned to it since 7 If so, state when it was. — 
A. This was between the 15th and 20th of November last. The captain and a man whose 
name was Staples are the only ones I saw having anything to do with them. 

Q. If you have ever seen any of these mules since, state how many and describe them, 
and state what efforts you have made to find them. — A. I think I saw two of these mules 
afterward at Bull's Head, about a week afterward. I am not sure they were the same ; but 
I recognized them at the time, and was satisfied that they were two of them. They were in 
coal carts. I do not know who were driving them. One was a large brown mule, and the 
other was a sorrel. The sorrel had a crooked fore leg. They were large mules. I could 
not say how nvany hands high. I have been about the press a number of times when Major 
Perry was commanding, and made inquiries about them since that. I have never been able 
to find or see anything of the others. I think. I would know the others if I should see them. 
Do not know that I should. 

By Accused: 

Q. Do you know that these coal carts you saw at Bull's Head were not drawing coal for 
the Quartermaster's Department 7 — A. I do not know. 

Q. Is not the government coal mostly discharged at Bull's Head 7 — A. I am unable to say 
whether it is or not. 

Q. Were the two mules you saw at Bull's Head branded " U. S." 7— A. One of them was 
not. I am not positive about the other. One was a captured mule. 

Q. Were you present when the six mules were delivered to Staples 7 If yes, was Major 
Perry also there? — A. I was present. If Major Perry was there I did not see him. 

By Judge Advocate : 

Q. Did you examine the two mules you saw at Bull's Head at that time for the purpose of 
seeing whether there was a ** U. S." brand on them 7 — A. No, sir. 

The court and parties having no further questions to ask, the witness was dismissed. 

The court then, at 3 o'clock p. m., adjourned to meet again at 10 o'clock a. m. to-morrow, 
the 12th instant. 
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New Orleans, Louisiana, January 12, 1865—10 o'clock a. m. 

The conrt met pnrsnant to adjourn meot and above orders. 

Pr^senl : The same members as jesterdaj, the judge advocate and accused, and his 
counsel. 

First Lieutenant W. H. Henderson, First New Orleans volunteers, a witness for prose- 
cution, sworn and examined in presence of accused. 

By Judge Advocate : 

Question. State vour name, present occupation, and if you know the accused, how lon^ 
you have known him 7 — Answer. W. H. Henderson. I am first lieutenant Company I> 
First New Orleans volunteers. I know the accused. I have known him since about the 
]6th of September last. 

Q. State in what capacity you were actinfi^ during the months of October and November 
last. — A. I was acting in the capacity of acting assistant quartermaster at the general re- 
cruiting depot, in Alabama Cotton Press. The accused was in command of th^ depot 
during that and up to the time I left, on the 2d day of September last. 

Q. State what were your duties there, and especially in respect to the government property 
there, horses, mules, &c. — A. I was responsible for all government property there, except 
one horse, which the accused had, and I do not know that this was government property. 
I had receipted for all the government property there except this horse. 

Q. State whether any of the government mules for which you were responsible were 
missed from the press at any time ; if so, statu when it was, and what you ascertained 
from the accusea as to their whereabouts and who bad taken away?— ^A. I had three 
mules there belonging to the government. I think about the last of October last, I 
was going through the yard and saw a mule, that did not belong to me, and that I did 
not know anything about. I asked the driver, a colored boy. whose mule it was and 
how it came to be there. From what the driver told me in regard to the mule, I went 
to the accused about it. I asked the accused something in recrard to the mule, who 
he got it from, or something. The accused told me he had exchanged the mule with a 
friend, and that if I did not like that mule, that he would get that mule back. One 
of my mules was missing, and when I asked him about the strange mule, he said he 
had exchanged my mule for this strange mule with a friend, and I understood it to be 
a temporary exchange. My reason for wanting my mule back was a very good one, 
the strange mule was unserviceable, and was marked " O. I. C." This had be6n burnt 
over and there was coosiderable of a scar there ; but I could see the *' I. C. " I gave this 
as the reason, to the accused, that I wanted my mule returned. The same evening or the 
next morniDg, the next morning I think, the government mule for which I was responsible 
came back into the press, and the strange mule was taken away somewhere about the first 
of November last. The same mule was exchanged again. I saw another one in there that 
did not belong to me. I will not be certain as to the date, it was somewhere in November 
'last, that this same mule was exchanged again. This time the accused spoke to me first 
about it, and asked me how I liked the mule, or something to that effect. I told him the 
mule would do me very well, provided it was serviceable. After seeing the mule I saw it 
was serviceable, and had no more to say about it. He did not say what had become of the 
one I missed. I asked him no questions about that. The mule was not returned to the 
press before I left. 

Q. Describe this mule. — A. It was a brown mule, I think — below the medium size of 
mules. It was branded '*U. S." I received. the mule from the old quartermaster, the 
one I relieved, or else from Captain Chittenden, assistant quartermaster. I received.it from 
the quartermaster I relieved, I am quite certain. It was a government mule, and turned 
over to me as such. I could not say whether it was a horse or mare mule. 

Q. State whether the accused ever said anything to yon about having any mules he had 
receiv>ed from Captain Barries, Second Illinois light artillery, turned over to you. — A. He 
did not, sir. 

Q. State what was the condition of the stables and privies about the recruiting depot, in 
regard to sawdust, on or about the last days of November last.~A. The stables and stalls 
had sawdust in them. I did not think that the stables needed any more. He only had four 
stalls. I do not know of any ever having been used about the privies at all. Sawdust had 
been hauled for the stables a short time before, perhaps two or three weeks — I do not remem- 
ber th^ time — by order of the accused. 

Q. State what were the circumstances of the depot at that time in regard to transporta- 
tion — whether or not you had all that was necessary for your wants ? — A. Yes, sir ; I think 
we had a surplus for the wants of the depot. I so reported a surplus of stock. 

Q. Do you know a man by the name of Staples? — A. Yes, sir ; he was introduced to me 
by the accused. 

Q.* State how this man was usually dressed. — A. He was dressed in citizen's clothes. I 
do not remember the color. 

Q. State if you know where he resided and with whom he lived. — A. I do not know. 
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When I saw him he was generally with the accnsed. I generally saw him at the press. 
He was there occasionally every day, sometimes with the accused, sometimes without the 
accused, staying sometimes an hour or so. 

Q. State whether you ever saw him doing anything for the acijused, and if so, what 7 — 
A. I cannot say that I ever did see him doing anything for the accused any more than being 
with the accused, riding with him. He almost every day used the horses of the accused, 
and those in and about the press. He did not seem to look after the horses and affairs of 
the accused more than any other friend and associate. 

Q. State whether any of the public forage, hay or grain was missed from your press ? — 
A. Some of the public forage which I had arawn was missed and never returned. 

By Accused : 

Q. When you were relieved from duty at the Alabama Press, what did you do with the 
three mules then in your possession ? — A. I turned them over to the lieutenant who was ap- 
pointed to relieve me; invoiced them to him. 

Q. Did you take receipts from him of the three as government property? — A. Yes, sir; 
and as serviceable. 

Q. Then the mule taken by Mr. Major Perry in exchange for the one you say you missed 
was a government mule ; was it not branded ? — A. I think it was branded, and a govern- 
ment mule. 

Q. To the best of your belief, then, did not Major Perry make this exchange with some 
officer who had a government mule and who consented to the exchange? — A. I cannot tell, 
because there are a great many mules condemned and sold and pass into other hands. 

Q. Had this serviceable mule which Major Perry took and which you turned over to your 
successor been, in your opinion or your knowledge, condemned and sold ? — A. It had not. 
If it had been it would have been branded as such ; if it had, it was not marked con- 
demned. 

Q. Was not the mule which Major Perry took in exchange, and which you afterward 
turned over to your successor, a larger one than the brown one you missed ? — A. It was 
taller and heavier. 

Q. Did not the accused tell you at the time, or did you not otherwise know, that Major 
Perry made this exchange so as to get a better mule for your ambulance team ? — A. We 
worked horses in the ambulance at that time ; wc drew ambulance horses some time before 
that. He did not. I do not. I was not consulted till after the exchange was made, and 
he said nothing about the ambulance team at any time. 

Q. Was not the ambulance ever driven with mules at any time ? — A. Yes, sir ; it has been 
driven by mules. 

Q. Do you know that the brown mule which Major Perry exchanged for the larger and 
serviceable one was in the habit of shying vjhen driven in the ambulance ? — A. I do not know ; 
I heard the driver say he did. 

Q. Do you know anything further than you have stated in regard to Major Perry selling 
a government mule ? — A. I do not. 

Q. When you say you think there was a surplus of stock at the Alabama Press, before the 
1st of December, do you mean to be understood that three mules were more than you 
Deeded ? — A. No, sir ; I had no surplus mules. 

Q. In drawing sawdust for the press, would it not save time and be a convenience gen- 
erally to obtain a loan of two mule teams and wagons? — A. Yes, sir ; it would save time. 

Q* Did you have more than one army wagon of your own at the Alabama Press ? What 
was the largest number of men quartered at the press while ypu were there ? — A. I had but 
one army wagon. I do not know the number of men ; if I should say, it would be guess- 
work. I drew rations for them. I think the greatest number at one time was about 180-190. 
It was a recruiting depot. The men came in one day and went out the next^ 

By Judge Advocate : 

Q. State what other means of transportation you had beside the army wagon. — A. We had 
an ambulance, a light spring wagon, and a cart. 

The court and parties having no further questions to ask, the witness was dismissed. 

The court then, on motion, by unanimous vote, at 2 o'clock p. m., adjourned to meet again 
at 10 o'clock a. m. to-morrow, the 13th instant. 

New Orleans, Louisiana, Jantiary 13, 1865—10 o'clock a. m. 

The court met pursuant to adjournment and above orders. 

Present : The same members as yesterday, the judge advocate, and the accused and his 
counsel. 

Sergeant B. F. Bice, One hundred and thirtieth Illinois infantry, a witness for prosecu- 
tion, sworn and examined in presence of accused. 

By Judge Advocate : 
Question. State your name, present occupation, and if you know the accused, how long 
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you have known him. — Answer. B. F. Bice. I tan sergeant Company B, One handred and 
thirtieth Illinois infantry. I know the accused ; have known him since November last; 
about the 1st of November. 

Q. la what capacity were yon acting in the month of November last T — A. I was staying 
at the Alabama Press awaiting the return of a petition. The Press was then used as a re- 
cruiting depot, and commanded by the accused. 

Q. Do you know anything about a government mule being taken from that recruiting 
depot by order of the accused 7 If so, state when it was and all the circumstances, so far as 
you know. — A. I know nothing about a mule being taken from there. I know there was 
three mules there, and one of them was taken trom there and another returned in its place, 
by whose order I do not know. This was about the middle of November. The mule that 
was taken away was, I think, a light bay mule, of ordinary size, neither large nor small. 
I could not say whether it was branded or not. The mule that came there in tbe place of it 
was a larger mule than the one taken away, and of a brown color. I do not know whether 
it was branded or not. I have never seen the one which was taken away since, and have no 
idea where it went to. This mule had been in the press from the !i^th day of April last, and 
used in the wagon for drawing provisions. I know that the one returned in its place re- 
mained in the press two or three days. Whether it was there when I left, or not, I do not 
know. 

Q. Dq you know anything about any goverment forage having been taken from the press, 
where it was taken to, and by whose order 7 — A. I know that some forage was taken away 
from there ; I do not know by whose order or where it was taken to. This was between the 
5th and 10th of November. 

By Accused : 

Q. You say the mule which came in, in the place of the mule that went out, was at the 
Alabama Press two or three days. So far as your knowledge goes, is it not there still t — ^A. I 
cannot say whether it is or not. It may be there for all I know. 

Q. You have stated that the mule which was taken in exchange was larger than the one 
that went away ; was it not equally valuable, or even more valuable f — A. I could not say 
what the value of either mule wad. 

Q. Did you not act as quartermaster's clerk at Alabama Press ; if yes, did not Major 
Perry draw his allowance of forage and fuel at the press, or through the press quarter- 
master? — A. I was merely staying there; and while staying I remained in the quarters 
of Lieutenant Henderson, and did part of the writing in- the office. I think he did draw 
his forage and fuel there for that month at least. 

Q. Did Major Perry ever take any forage away from the press ; if yes, was it not forage 
he bad drawn fur his own horses? — A. I could not say by whose orders the forage went 
away from the press. He was in the forage-room when the forage went out of there. I 
heard no orders given. It was forage drawn there at the press for the use of the horses 
there. 

Q. Can you not remember Major Perry asking you at the time, *' Which is my pile?" or 
words to that effect 7 — A. I do not, sir, though I remember being in the forage-room at the 
time. The forage — that is, the hay — was all piled up together, though I do not think it 
was drawn at the same time. . 

Q. You have stated that Major Perry was accustomed to draw his forage from the press 
quartermaster ; was he not thus drawing his own forage from the press quartermaster at 
tlie time to which you refer ? — A. I do not know that he drew his forage for the month 
before of the press quartermaster. I think he was drawing his own forage. 

The court and parties having no further questions to ask, the witness was dismissed. 

Alfred Clark, enlisted nnder-cook, of African descent, witness for prosecution, sworn 
and examined in presence of accused. 

By Judge Advocate : 

Question. State your name, present occupation, and if you know the accused, how Ion? 
you have known him. — Answer. Alfred Clark ; I am a recruit at the Alabama Press, and 
cooking there for the soldiers. I know the accused ; have known him for two or three 
months — since he came there to the press. 

Q. State whether you ever took a mule away from the Alabama Press and brought 
another back in its place ; if so, who was it told you to do so, and where did you take it 
to 7 — A. Yes, sir ; I took a mule away one time, and brought another one back in its place. 
It was a red mule I took away. The accused told me to take it away. He told me to take 
it to the blacksmith shop close to the Alabama Press, up the river. I do not know the 
name of the street. He told me to put it in the shop, and showed me where the shop was. 
I took the mule up there and left it in the shop. There were two more mules in the shop. 
They were standing in the shop, close to where they make the fire, in the back part of the 
yard. They were hitched to some lead, with chains around their necks. I left the one I 
took, and brought back another one to the press. The accused told me which one to bring 
back ; told me to bring back a kind of a sorrel mule. The mules had hay and corn and 



DAVIS HATCH. 235 

oats there. There were three bales of hay and four bags of com and oats. I put the mule 
that I brought back to the press into the same place that I brought the other one from. 
The one I brought back was a larger mule than the one I took away, and darker colored. 
The one I took to the shop did not have any government mark on ; the one I brought back 
did have. Both the mules are mare mules. The hair on the tail of the mule I took to the 
shop had been sheared a long time ago, but grown out again. I saw a man at' the shop. 
He was working around there, and there was fire in the shop. He was a big, fat man ; not 
so tall. He was working at iron. 

Q. State whether you have ever assisted in taking hay or corn up to that shop. — A. I 
took some hay and corn up to that shop once. The accused told me to do so. We took 
the hay and corn from the Alabama Press. We took up two bales of hay and some oats 
and com — two bags of oats and two bags of corn. This was two or three days before I 
took up the mule. There were mules in the shop then. They were the same ones I saw 
there when I took the other mule up. One of the other mules was a black mule, and the 
other a red mule. The black mule was a large mule, and the red mule was a small one. 
When I went to bring the hay and corn there, there was a man then with me ; a man 
whom I had seen frequently at the press with the accused. He had on citizen's clothes — 
gray coat, black pants, and sometimes had a cap, kind of black, and sometimes a hat. He 
had a key and let me into the shop. He went with,me to show me the place where I had 
to put the hay ; and this shop is on the right-hand side of the street as we go up. It was 
two or three days after I took the mule there that I took this hay and corn there. When I 
took the mule up the accused went with me, and the shop was open. The back part of this 
shop is open. The roof does not extend over it. 

By AccrsED : 

Q. The mule you took up to the shop— had you ever driven it in the ambulance up 
to Carrollton? — A. I had driven this mule up to CarroUton. He did not like to go 
across the gutters. The accused said he was going to trade it for another. The mule 
did shy when he came to a bridge. The mules were used at that time for driving in 
the ambulance. The mule I brought back from the shop had a government brand on 
it — a *'U. S." The forage I took up to the shop was taken from the commissary room in a 
pile separate from the forage — Major Perry's pile. 

By Judge Advocate : 

Q. What did the accused say about trading this mule for another ? — A. He told me the 
mule was too bad to go in the ambulance, and that he was going to trade it for another. 
The court and parties having no further questions to ask, the witness was dismissed. 

First Sergeant E. E. McFadden, Company A, First New Orleans volunteers, witness for 
prosecution, sworn and examined in presence of accused. 

By Judge Advocate : 

Question. State your name, present occupation, and if you know the accused, how long 
you have known him. — Answer. Enoch E. McFadden. I am orderly sergeant Company A, 
First New Orleans volunteers. I know the accused ; have known him about three months. 

Q. State in what capacity you were acting in the month of November last. — A. About 
the 1st of November I was acting as quartermaster sergeant at the general recruiting depot 
at Alabama Press. I was relieved from there on the 22d day of December. 

Q. Do you know anything about a government mule which had been used at that press 
being missed, and another mule found in its place ? If so, state when it was, and all the cir- 
cumstances, so far as you know. — A. Yes ; there was a mule missing from there — a gov- 
ernment mule, and another in its place. I do not recollect the date. I think it was between 
the first and middle of November. I had the mule there and used it drawing rations for the 
recruits, and it was missing and another in its place. It was a dark-colored mule there in 
the place of it — I do not know what you might call it — dark bay. The one that was miss- 
ing never came back to the press that I know of. It had been missing once before some 
two or three days. I do not know why it was out. It was returned again after being out 
two or three days. This was some ten days before it was missed the last time ; there was a 
mule in the place of it then. This was a dark-colored mule, a good-sized mule, about the 
average size. It was a larger mule, but not in as good order as the one taken away. I do 
not know whether there were any brands on it or not. It was a dark bay mule. I do not 
know how this mule came there, or how it went away. 

Q. Describe the one taken away particularly. — A. It was a red sorrel mule ; I think a 
mare mule. One of the ears was cropped, and perhaps the same ear split. I think it was 
branded **U. S." It was not as tall as either of those left in the place of it; it was as 
heavy, though ; it had more flesh. It was in good working order. I do not know how 
this mule came back, or where it had been in the meantime. 

Q. Describe particularly this last mule found in the place of the one missing. — A. This 
mule was about the color of the first, a dark-colored mule, I think a brown mule. I no- 
ticed no marks about it. It was in tolerably fair working order. I do not know anything 
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about bow tbis male came tbere, or wbere it came from, and never beard tbe accused say 
wbere either of these mules came from, or where the other one was (^one to. 
The court and parties having no farther questions to ask, the witness was dismissed. 

John Edmokd, mulatto, witness for prosecution, sworn and examined in presence of the 
accused. 

By the Judge Advocate : 

Question. State your name, age, and place of residence, and present occupation. — Answer. 
John Kdmond ; I do not know how old I am ; I am waiting on Lieutenant Henderson. 

Q. Do you know the accused ; if so, how long have you known him ? — A. I know the 
accused ; have known him. His name is Major Peiry. 

Q. Do you know anything about a mule being missed from the recruiting depot at 
the Alabama Press when Lieutenant Henderson was on duty? — A. Yes, sir; I went to 
look fur this mule. I did not find it. It was missed once and then came back, and 
the last time it was missed I took it out and put it behind the ambulance, and it never 
came back any more. The accused told me to do this. I do not know where be took 
it to. Tbis mule would not work in a cart, and one day the accused he told me to pat 
behind the cart and carry it up there — up above the press there at the blacksmith's 
shop. This was the first time it went away. The accused and another man, whose 
name is Staples, went with me up to this blacksmith's shop this time. They put the 
mule in the shop and tied him. They did not take another mule h&ck with them ; the 
other mule was already back at the press. I had taken it down to the press the morn- 
ing of the day before. At the time we went after this mule the accused went up alone 
with me. All that I heard either the accused or Staples say about the mules was that the 
mule taken to the press was a better mule than the other. When I went up after the first 
mule there were two mules there, and only two when I took the other back. There was hay 
and grain in this shop both times. When I took the mule out and hitched it behind the am- 
bulance, the accused drove off up toward the blacksmith's shop. Mr. Staples was with the. 
accused a short time before this ; I do not know where he was then. The mule that I broug:ht 
there to the press is there now. It has one eye and is a sort of a black mule. About a 
week after I took the mule to the blacksmith's shop, I was there again. The mule was not 
there then ; some men were in there working there. I assisted in taking some hay and corn 
up to this shop once. This was before I hitched the mule at the hind end of the ambulance ; 
and after I had taken the mule up there I took up seven sacks of com and two bales of hay. 
Alphonse took some at another time. The accused showed me where to carry it. I left it in 
this shop. There were only two mules there. 

Cross-examination : 

The forage was in one pile at the press. The forage comes to the press in wagons that do 
not come out of the press, and the forage I took to the blacksmith's shop came in outside 
wagons. I know I am more than twelve years old, and am not twenty years old. I am not 
enlisted in the army ; I am merely waiting on Lieutenant Henderson, and he hires me. 

The court and parties having no further questions to ask, the witness was dismissed. 

The court then, at 3 o'clock p. m., adjourned to meet again at lO.o'clock a. m., the 14th 
instant. 

New Orleans, Louisiana, January 14, 1865—10 o'clock a. m. 

The court met pursuant to adjournment and above orders. 

Present : The same members as yesterday and the judge advocate and the accused and his 
counsel. 

Colonel W. C. Holbrook, Seventh Vermont veteran volunteers, having been summoned to 
appear as a witness before another court-martial, retired. The court thereupon adjourned to 
meet again at 10 o'clock a. m. on Monday, the 16th instant. 

New Orleans, Louisiana, Jannury 16, 1864—10 o'clock a. m. 

The court met pursuant to adjournment and above orders. 

Present: The same members as on Saturday, the 14th instant, the judge advocate, ac- 
cused, and his counsel. 

James Fitzpatrick, special officer of river police, witness for prosecution, sworn and 
examined in presence of accused. 

By Judge Advocate : 

Question. State your name, present occupation, and if yoa know the accused, how long 
you have known hira. — Answer. James Fitzpatrick. I am about thirty-six years of age. I 
am special officer of the river police at present. I know the accused ; have known him since 
about the 2d of December last. 

Q. State in what capacity you were acting during the first days of December last. — A. I 
was special detective, Department of the Gulf. 
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Q- If jon have ever had any conversation with accused in ref^ard to a certain roan horse 
and certain mules which had formerly, beeu in tlie possession of Captain Borries, state when 
and where it was, and the language used by both parties thereto, and all the circumstances. — 
A. On or about the 2d of Deceniber last, I visited the Alabama Cotton Press for the purpose 
of searching for supposed stolen government mules and horses, and also arresting such par- 
ties therein as I thought proper. I received my orders from Captain Cheek, assistant pro- 
vost marshal general ; the orders were written. I went, and inquired for Major Perry, told 
him the object of my visit, and showed him my written order. I also took Mr. Pierce, of the 
Second Illinois battery, to identify these horses and mules. The accused stated that )j^e had 
no objection to my examiiiiDgthe premises, and takiug any parties I pleased out of there, or 
words to that effect. He appeared augry with the provost marshal — that is. Colonel Robin- 
son — for giving this order to have him aiTested, and stated that he believed it was on account 
of the bad feeling existing between him and Colonel Robinson. After conversing with two or 
three men in the press, I asked the accused about a certain horse which was missing from the 
Illinois battery, and which had been in his possession some time previous — a large roan horse. 
The accused told me the horse was in Phil. Siner's stable, and invited me to ride down with 
him to provost marshal general, to have an uuderstanding about it. This I did not do, be- 
cause I wished to go to Siner^s before him. I then proceeded to Siuer's stable and questioned 
Siner about the hurse. He told me that Major Perry had taken away the horse the morning 
previous. I went in search of the horse and found him in a government stable on Frerit street. 
I seized the horse, but finally left it there. I saw the accused about it the following morning 
at piovost marshal general's office ; in talking with him, I told him what Mr. Siner had told 
me about the horse being taken away by himself. He appeared angry, and stated that the 
horse was his private property. And I asked him who he had got the horse from. He re- 
plied that he had bought the horse from an officer. I asked him who ; and he deiiued to tell 
me his name, and stated that detectives were sons of bitches ;- black mailers, and come 
smiling to men to get information from them and then deceived them ; or words to that 
effect. I told him that no man had a greater respect for a federal officer or soldier than I 
had ; that I knew a portion of detectives were what he represented, that they could not be 
worse characters than some federal officers. He then spoke something about giving up his 
commission to have revenge. He was remarkably excited and angry. In the press the ac- 
cused also stated that the horse was his private property. 

Q. State what occurred on Saturday morning last, while you were in attendance on this 
court as a witness, 'between you and the accused in the witness room, while awaiting the 
convening of the court, which occasioned you to appeal to the court for protection. — A. I 
was sitting inside at the fire in company with a soldier. The accused came into the room 
in an excited manner and questioned me as to a conversation that he and I had had, and 
what I knew about the case, <&c. ; accused me of having the conducting of this thing and 
of acting wrong, persecuting him, or words to that effect, I reasoned with him, and told 
him ; asked him it he was placed in ray position how he would act, and told him that a sol- 
dier had come to one officer and reported about these horses and mules, and that I had been 
set on that business. He then called me a liar, and threatened to lick me, and stated that 
his hands and feet were now tied, and he did want to do it now, or words to that effect. 

(Objection. The accused here objected to all the testimony on the subject of the interview 
of accused with witness on Saturday last as irrelevant. The accused is not charged with 
any improper conduct toward the witness. The case has already been cumbered with 
much testimony of a doubtful relevancy, and if the particular animus of every witness, grow- 
ing out of facts arising during the trial, be the subject of farther testimony, the case will be 
endless. If the witness be allowed to prove what is endeavored to be shown, the accused 
must be allowed to disprove it, and so on ad infinitum^ while the investigation of the real 
issues would be suspended. 

The judge advocate replied that the object of this testimony is to show an attempt on the 
part of the accused to intimidate a witness of the prosecution by threats, menaces, and harsh 
accusations, which conduct on the part of the accused is presumptive evidence of guilt, and 
referred to Wharton's American Criminal Law, paragraph 714. 

The court was then cleared, and after mature deliberation, the doors were opened — the 
accused and his counsel present ; the decision of the court was announced by the judge ad- 
vocate, that the objection of the accused be overruled, and the evidence be admitted.) 

By Accused : 

Q. Was not the order given you by Captain Cheek an order to arrest Mister Perry ? If 
yes, what was said by you and accused in relation thereto ? — A. Captain Cheek ordered me 
to arrest one Perry, if he was not a major. I handed Major Perry the order — the written 
order. He read it, and appeared angry at his being ordered to be arrested. I inquired if he 
was a major ; there was a doubt as to whether he was or not, from the fact that he had usually 
worn citizen's clothes. He told me he was a major, and showed me papers that he had for- 
merly been a captain. The written order was to arrest one Periy ; and I was instructed to 
ascertain if he was a major, and if so, not to arrest him. 

Q. Did not Major Perry offer to go with you and explain the matter to Captain Cheek ; 
and offer to take you with him in a wagon ? — A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Did not Major Perry tell you that the roan borse was his own private property ? Did 
he not alHO state the same to Captain Cheek ? — A. He told me so. I do not know what he 
stated to Captain Cheek. 

Q. Did he not also tell yon that twelve mnles of Captain Borries^s were in the Alabama 
Press, in his (Major Perry's) possession; and did not you see them in the stables of Major 
Perry's press?— A. If he said so, I did not hear him. We had a long conversation; he 
might possibly have said so. I did not see the mules there. I saw some five or six, but 
none that Pierce identified as belonging to Captain Borries. I swear that I did not see 
twelve mules there in the stables, though I went into them. 

Q. Did you go into a shed, near the sutler's store, where mules were kept 7 If yes, how 
many mules did you see there ? — A. I do not know where the sutler's store is kept. I went 
into two sheds : I did not see more than five or six mules there altogether ; there might have 
beeu a thousand there. 

Q. Did not Major Perry offer to go with you to the place where the roan horse was kept 1 
If yes, why did you not go with him ? — A. He did not. 

Q. Do you know whether Major Perry was aware at this time that the roan horse had 
been sold for him ? — A. I do not know that he was. He told me, as I before swore, that he 
was in Siner's stable. 

Q. When and where did you see Major Perry nextf — A. At the provost marshal's office, 
in the hall, on the following morning. 

Q. Did not Major Perry there tell you that the roan horse had been sold, and he had the 
money (or a part of it) in his pocket ? — A. No ; but he told that it was his private property ; 
that he had bought it from an officer, but declined to tell me who that officer was, and got 
terribly excited over it. 

Q. Did he not also tell you then and there that the twelve mules were still at his press, 
and offer to take them up and show them to you ? — A. No. 

Q. Who were present at this last interview in the hall, at the office of the provost mar- 
shal general? — A. There was an officer Henuepy present at the latter portion of it, and some 
citizen I do not know ; Captain Borries was also in the hall, though not immediately present, 
and may have heard a portion of the conversation. 

Q. Why did you not go with Major Perry from his press to the office of the provost marshal 
general when he invited you to go in his buggy ? — A. I suspected that Major Perry wanted 
to go down to Siner's stables, and I wished to go there first ; besides, I had Pierce with me 
and wanted to have him go along. I wished to go to Siner's stables immediately ; I was 
not afraid Major Perry would stop there on the way. I went to Siner's stables and found 
nothing there ; I state distinctly and positively that the accused said that the horse was at 
Phil. Siner's stables. Some men were present ; I do not know their names ; I do not know 
that they were within hearing distance. 

Q. When did you first ascertain where the roan horse was ? — A. That same day that I 
visited Major Perry's and Siner's stables. 

Q. In the interview you had in the next room on Saturday last with Major Perry, did he 
ask you not to testify against him ? — A. He did not. 

Q. Did he make any specific threats against you, in case you should testify against him ? — 
A. He did not. 

Q. Did he try in any way to intimidate you, so that you should not testify ? — A. I took 
his threat he would whip me if his feet and hands were not tied as a threat to intimidate me; 
but this may not have beenTiis intention. 

Q. Were you intimidated so as to affect your testimony, and make it more favorable to 
Major Perry? — A. Not at all. , 

Q. You say Major Perry spoke of throwing aside his commission to have revenge on you ; 
please state more fully what he said and how he came to say it. — A. I do not remember the 
precise words he used ; I was a little excited myself on the occasion. The substance of it 
was, that he would lay aside his commission to have revenge on me. This was in the hall 
of the office of provost marshal general. 

Q. Did he not say, in substance, that if you would throw aside your official position he 
would throw aside his, and settle any personal difficulties you might have, as such things 
are commonly settled between man and man ? — A. I do not know that he used these words ; 
I before stated the substance of what ho said. He did not make use of the language stated, 
to my knowledge, 

Q Did he not convey such meaning to your mind ? — A. I took it that the accused, on ac- 
count of his commission, was not at liberty to quarrel with me. What his real meaning 
was I do not know. 

The court and parties having no further questions to ask, the witness was dismissed. 

Samuel Johnson, a witness for the prosecution; sworn and examined in presence of ac 
cused. 

By Judge Advocate : 

Question. State your name, age, present occupation, and place of residence. — Answer. 
Samuel Johnson ; 1 am twenty-one years of age ; I live in New Orleans ; I have no occupa- 
tion at present. 
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Q. Do yon know the accused ; if so, how long have yon known him ? — A. I know the 
accused ; have known him, I suppose, about six weeks. 

Q. State in what capacity you were employed in the first days of December last. — A. I 
'Was then first lieutenant Company K, First Louisiana cavalry, and on duty at the Alabama 
Press. I was ordered to report to the accused for duty. 

Q. State whether or not you was officer of the day at that press at any time between the 
2d and 9th of December last ; and if so, how many times 7 — A. I was officer of the day ; I 
was acting as such every other day. 

Q. If you received any order from the accused while acting as officer of the day at that 
place in regard to detectives or police officers, state what they were, when given, and how 
long in force. — A. I received orders, while officer of the dav, from Major Perry, not to allow 
any police officers or detectives inside of the press, and if they demanded an entrance to 
put them in the guard-house, and if they made any resistance to buck and gag them. These 
orders were given to me verbally. These orders were given and turned over to the next 
officer of the day, and were in force until the 9th of December, when the accused was 
arrested. They were in force there several days. 

By Accused : 

Q. Do you know by whose orders Major Perry gave these directions ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know why they were given ? — A. I know the reason he told me for giving 
them — because, he said a police officer had been to the press and took out a soldier charged 
with stealing hats. ' 

Q. Was it not also to prevent the practice of police officers and detectives coming to the 
press to arrest deserters, for which afterward they claimed a reward ? — A. Well, these were 
the reasons he alleged for giving me these orders. 

Q. Has not one of the officers at the press, Lieutenant Gibson, been under arrest lately 
for allowing a civilian officer to come into the press ? — A. Yes, sir ; he was under arrest at 
that time by order of Captain Sturgeon, chief mustering officer. 

Q. Have you ever been commissioned or mustered in as a lieutenant of First Louisiana 
cavalry ? — A. Never been mustered — I was commissioned. 

By Judge Advocate : 

Q. Do you know of any such orders being in force at that press before about the 3d or 4th 
of December, or after the arrest of the accused ? — A. I acted as officer of the day both be- 
fore and after that, but I know of no such orders being in force after his arrest and before 
the 3d or 4 th of December. I went to the press on the 26th and reported to accused on the 
28th, and acted first as officer of the day on the 29th. 

The court and parties having no further questions to ask, the witness was dismissed. 

The court then, at 3 o'clock p. m., adjourned to meet at 10 o'clock a. m. to-morrow, the 
17th instant. 

New Orleans, La., January 17, 1865 — 10 o'clock a. m. 

Court met pursuant to adjournment and above orders. 

Present : the same members as yesterday, the judge advocate, and accused and his 
counsel. • • 

Sergeant RoBERt" J. Briggs, Company f, Seventy-seventh Illinois infantry, a witness for 
prosecution, sworn and examined in presence of accused. 

By Judge Advocate : 

Question. State your name, present occupation, and if you know the accused, how long 
you have known him. — Answer. Robert J. Briggs. I am a sergeant Company I, Seventy- 
seventh Illinois infantry. I know the accused ; have known him about two months. 

Q. State where you were on duty during the months of November and December last. — 
A. At the Alabama Press. 

Q. State whether you were sergeant of the guard there during that time; and if so, about 
how often ? — A. I was sergeant of the guard there during that time about every five days. 

Q. If you, while acting as sergeant of the guard there, received any orders in regard to 
detectives and policemen, state what they were, and when you received them, and how long 
they remained in force. — A. I received the orders that if any policeman or detectives wanted 
to come in, and pressed upon coming in, we should let them in, and put them in the guard- 
house, and if they did not want to go in and be put in the guard -house, but resisted at all, 
to buck and gag them. I cannot remember just the date it was we received those orders. 
I do not know that these orders were ever revoked but were never turned over to me after 
the arrest of the accused. I was^ on guard when these orders were given, and they were 
never turned over to me afterward. This was probably three or four days before the accused 
was finally arrested. We never had any such orders there before. I heard the accused give 
those orders to Lieutenant Johnson, and the lieutenant gave them to me. 

By Accused: 

Q. You say you received these orders about November 15 ; were they in writing or verbal ? 
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Do you know the reason of these orders, and by whom Major Perry was directed to 
make tbem 7 — A. Verbal orders. I do not know the reason of these orders, or by whom he 
was directed to make them. Oar orders were not to let citizens in. 

Q. Did your orders direct you to refuse admittance to detectives and policemen, and, if 
they insibtc'd upon coming in by force, then to put them in the guard-house ? — A. Yes, liir. 

By Judge Advocate : 

Q. State, if you know, whether a detective or policeman had visited the accused, and had 
been to tbe office of the provost marshal before these orders were issued. — A. 'Inhere h'ad 
been a detective in the press there, and I had heard that he had been up to the office of the 
provost marshal. 

The court and parties having no further questions to ask, the witness was dismissed. 

Philip Siner, a witness for the prosecution, sworn and examined in presence of accused. 

By the Judge Advocate : 

Question. State your name, age, present occupation, and place of residence. — Answer. 
Philip Siner. I am forty-six years of age. I reside at 193 Gravier street, in this city. I 
am a livery-stable keeper. 

Q. Do you know the accused; if so, how long have you known him? — A. I know the 
accused ; have known him pretty near two and a half years. 

Q. Do you know one Fitzpatrick, formerly a detective officer 7 — A. I never knew him 
until lately. I know him now by sight. 

Q. State whether he ever came to your stables, inquiring for a certain roan horse which 
had been left there by the accused. If so, state when it was. — A. He came there once, and 
asked if the roan horse was there. I told him he had been there the night previous, but 
was not there then. 

Q. State when and by whom this horse had been removed. — A. I was not there when the 
horse went out. I suppose, though, it was the accused. He brought him there, and took 
him away, again, I suppose. Fitzpatrick came there about midday, and the horse was 
removed that morning or the day before. 

Q. State whether the accused has ever offered to sell you any mules, or Whether you ever 
had any conversation with accused in regard to mules. — A. He never did. I never did. 

By Accused : 

Q. Was not the accused in the habit of putting up his horses at your stable, for short 
times as well as long, during the last year 7 — A. Yes, sir; he has had horses there for months. 
Always when he,came in from camp he put his horses there to have them fed up ; sometimes 
for half an hour, sometimes for months, and sometimes for a single night. 

The court and parties having no further questions to ask, the witness was dismissed. 

It being impossible to obtain the presence of tbe only remaining witness for the prosecu- 
tion to-day, the court then, at 2 o*clock p. m., adjourned to meet again at 10 o'clock a. m. 
to-morrow, the 18th instant. 

New Orleans, La., January 18, 1865 — 10 o'clock a. m. 

Court met pursuant to adjournment and above orders. 

Present : the same members as yesterday, the judge advocate, the accused, and his counsel. 

Captain Dutton, Seventh Vermont volunteers, stated that a military commission, of which 
he was a member, had reconvened for the purpose of reconsidering a case, and that he would 
necessarily be absent an hour or more in order to attend the commission. 

The court thereupon took a recess for one hour, or until Captain Dutton should return. 

12 o'clock, m. 

The court again met. 

Present : the same members as in the morning, the judge advocate, accused, and his 
counsel. Captain Dutton reported that the military commission had not yet concluded their 
deliberations, and would probably occupy the remainder of the day. 

The court thereupon adjourned to meet again at 10 o'clock a. m. to-morrow, the 19th 
instant. 

New Orleans, Louisiana, January 19, 1865 — 10 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to adjournment and above orders. 

Present : the same members as yesterday, the judge advocate, the accused and his tounsel. 

Philip Dokpf, a witness for prosecution, sworn and examined in presence of accused. 

By Judge Advocate : 

Question. State your name, age, place of residence, and occupation. — Answer. Philip 
Dorpf ; I am thirty -eight years of age; I reside at 232 Rousseau street, this city ; I am a 
horse-trader. 

Q. Do you know the accused; if so, how long have you known him? — A. I know the 
accused ; 1 have known him about two years and a half. 
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Q. Bo yon know a man bj the name of Staples ? — A. Tes, sir. 

Q. Have you ever had any conversation with him in regard to the purchase of any 
mules ? If so, state what that conversation was, when and where it was, and whether 
the accused was present. — A. I have had such a conversation. I think it must have 
been three weeks before I made my statement before the judge advocate, on the 7th of 
December last. I met him at the stable of Philip Siner. He told me he had got some 
mules ; said that he would like to sell them ; that they were oh Religious street, between 
Richard and Orange streets, in a blacksmith shop. I went to the shop. I went 
alone. The conversation occurred in the morning. We had agreed to meet at the black- 
smith shop at \2 o'clock that day. I went there, at the time ; he was not there. I waited 
at the corner, at Mr. Hecker's, for him. When he came there we went into the blacksmith 
shop. He came alone. He showed me three mules, which were tied up where they shoe 
horses or mules. I looked at them and told him, they don't suit me;" they were too poor 
and no money in them ; I had rather buy horses. He said, " Well, if you don't want them it 
makes no odds." We returned to Mr. Hecker's coffee-house. Mr. Borries, the captain, was 
standing talking with Mr. Hecker, and the accused came from below, I don't know where, 
and was going out on Orange street back. I called the accused over to take a drink. He 
asked me what I am doing up that way. I told him I had come up on business with Staples, 
and we all had a drink. The accused said he was going home to dinner, and Staples stood 
outiiide on the banquette talking to another. . When I was going off, away, Hecker called 
me in, and we had some conversation about the two horses I had got of him. 

Q. Was nothing said by you to accused about your being up there to purchase mules ? — 
A. I do not recollect that anything was said, except about being there on business. I do 
not remember that Major Perry came into the shop while we were talking about the mules 
or asked us about trading mules. 

Q. Describe those mules which Staples offered to sell. — A. Two of them were little brown 
mules ; one darker than the other, aoout thirteen hands high, and the other a large mule, 
about fourteen or fifteen hands high, and very poor ; he was dark bay. One of the small 
mules was near black; and the other sort of a brown. The big one had a government mark 
on it, I think— I did not see it plainly— I thought it a ** U. S." I do not know that any- 
thing was said about their being g6vernment mules ; I did not take notice of the ears of 
these mules, and their tails were not shaved. Pat^ McGuire used to be the owner of this 
shop. I did not see the men doing anything. 

By Accused : 

Q. Which way was Major Perry going when you called him over to take a drink ^— A. 
He came in on tne Religious street side — came up Religious street ; he was on the other side 
of the street when I called him over ; he was going in the direction of Orange street. I do 
not know whether he was going to his room or not. He used to room in that direction ; he 
told me he was going to dinner. 

Q. Did not the accused drink lemonade when, as you say, he took a drink ? Did you 
ever know him to drink anything stronger in the last two years? — A. I do not recollect 
what he drank there. I always see him drink milk and lemonade for the last two years. 

Q. Did Major Perry, so far as you know, know that you were coming up with Staples to 
the blacksmith shop, before you called him over to Hecker's ? — A. I do not know. I did 
not see him before that morning ; I do not believe he did. 

Q. Did Major Perry take any part in the negotiations between you and Staples respecting 
those mules, or any other mules ? — A. No, sir. 

The court and parties having no further questions to ask, the witness was dismissed. 

The prosecution here closed, and the following testimony was offered by the defense : 

First Lieutenant H. C. Bates, Eleventh New York cavalry, a witness for defense, sworn 
and examined. 

By Defense : 

Question. State your name, present occupation, and, if you know the accused, how long 
you have known him. — Answer. Henry C. Bates ; I am first lieutenant Company K, Eleventh 
New York cavalry ; I know the accused ; have known him since July last. 

By Accused : 

Q. On what duty were you in November last ? If you say that you were a member of a 
board of inspection for purchase of horses, please state if you remember a roan horse, pre- 
sented to your board for sale by Mr. Rogers in November last. — A. I w'as a member of the 
board of inspection for purchasing horses for the government. I remember the roan horse 
presented by him. 

Q. Please state if you inspected that horse carefully and purchased him; if yes, was 
there any U. S. brand on him ? — A. I inspected the horse carefully ; smoothed the hair on 
the shoulder ; saw no appearance of a brand ; I do not think there was any. Captain Bently 
also looked the horses over. I do not know that he looked at the shoulder. 

The court and parties having no farther questions to ask; the witness was dismissed. 

S. Eep. 234 16 
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Thomas J. Harris, citizen, witness for defense, sworn and examined. 

By Accused : 

Question. Please state jonr name and ag^ and occapation, and, if jou know the 
accused, how long jou have known him. — Answer. Thomas J. Harris. I am thirty-nine 
years of age. I am a merchant. Have known him about a month ; less than a month, I 
think. 

Q. Do you know Captain Berries? Have you ever been present at any conversation 
between Captain Berries and the accused respecting a roan horse, which the accused received 
from Berries ; if yes, when and where? And please state what Captain Berries said respect- 
ing the title to that horse. — A. I know Captain Borries. I was present at a conversation 
between these parties in regard to the roan horse. It was in the military jail in this city; it 
might have been twenty or twenty -five days ago ; they were conversing about this horse, 
the accused was finding fault something about this horse, and Berries replied to him it was 
his own private horse, and said something about there being nothing in the Army Regula- 
tions why he could not sell his otvn private horse, or give him away. Nothing further was 
said upon this subject ; if there was it was pretty near repetition of same things. 

Q. Did Captain Berries say anything about six mules, in the sale of which the accused 
was charged with some complicity; if so, what did Captain Berries say? — A. They were 
talking about eighteen mules. They made two lots of them ; one of six mules and one of 
twelve mules. I think it was about the time Captain Berries was undergoing examination, 
l^he accused was saying something to him about the mules ; Major Perry remarked that he 
had nothing to do with the six mules ; and Captain Berries says, yes, he gave them to 
another man ; that the accused had nothing to do with six mules ; I think the other man he 
called Lieutenant Staples. 

Q. Did Captain Berries say anything about his having told M^or Perry, at the time he 
let him have the roan horse, that it was a private horse ; if yes, what did he say on this 
subject?.— A. I understood from their conversation, that Major Perry had turned over to 
Captain Berries a government horse, and took his receipt; and then that Captain Berries 
haa given him the roan horse, which was his own private property. Captain Berries spoke 
of some private horses of his which he had brought from Missouri, and I think this was one 
of them. 

By Judge Advocate: 

Q. State what fault the accused was finding with the roan horse. — ^A. He was finding 
fault with Berries for getting him to trouble about this horse. 

Q. How did this conversation happen to take place, and who began it? — A. I do not 
know ; they were talking about it nearly every day ; I heard them many times. 

Q. Did not the accused ask questions of Captain Berries ; ask him if the horse was not 
so and so; and if he did not tell him so and so? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did not Major Perry ask Captain Borrics if he had not given him the roan horse as a 
present ? — A. I understood from their conversation that the government horse that Major 
Perry had turned over to Captain Borries was a valuable horse ; and that, in consideration 
of this government horse having been transferred to him, he had given him the roan horse. 
The words "present" and ''conversation" were not used. 

Q. Did the accused ever ask you and others to remember these statements and admissions 
of Captain Berries in regard to these, that you might be called upon to testify in regard to 
them some time, or words to that eifect ? — A. I think he did ; and that we might be called 
upon. There was another gentleman present also at one of these conversations, and he 
said the same things to him. It was either immediately after the conversation took place, or 
the next day. I think it was immediately after the conversation took place. He also told 
Cavanac to do the same. 

Q. Did either of them say anything about the six mules — as to what become of them? — 
A. They did not know what had become of the six mules. Major Perry says to him : 
*'Damn it all, I never had anything to do with those six mules; " and the captain replied : 
**No ; I turned them over to another man." 

Q. How came you in the military prison and on what charges ? — A. I was in there as a 
prisoner at the time by collusion of two men, who stated that I had been engaged in con- 
traband trade with the rebels. I was released on examination before the provost marshal. 

The court and parties having no further questions to ask, the witness was dismissed. 

William Homer, citizen, witness for defense, sworn and examined. 

By Accused: 

Question. What is your name, ago, and occupation ? Were you on duty in November 
and December last with Lieutenant Henderson, at the Alabama Press; if so, did you have 
anything to do with forage ? — Answer. William Homer. I am fifteen yeara of age. I am 
a messenger boy for Captain Perkins, assistant quartermaster. I was clerk for Lieutenant 
Henderson and Lieutenant Roberts, at Alabama Press. I drew forage for them for one 
month — for November. 
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Q. Do you know Major Perry, and how long? Where was the foracre for Major Per- 
ry^s horses brought from, and how was it kept? — A. I know him; have known him 
about four months. The forage for Major Perry was brought from a press up by Bull's 
Head, on Tchoupitoulas street. It was kept in the press in the same room, but in a differ- 
ent pile from the rest. The forage for the other horses was drawn from the same place. 

Q Do you know of Major Perry taking from the Alabama Press any forage; if yes, was 
it taken from his pile or from the public pile ? — A. There was only a bale and a half of his 
forage, and I gave two full bales of hay, and he left his half bale there. The oats and com 
all went out of his pile. 

Q. With what understanding was this half bale taken from the public pile? — A. He said 
that he would return it from his private forage. He never returned it that I know of. 

By the Judge Advocate : 

Q. Where did he take this private forage ? — A. I do not know 

The court and parties having no further questions to ask, the witness was dismissed. 

First Lieutenant A. J. BUBY, First Louisiana cavalry, a witness for defense, sworn and 
examined. 

By Accused : 

Question. What is your name, £.g3, and rank? Where were you on duty in November 
and December last, and on what duty now? — Answer. A. J. Buby; I am first lieutenant 
First Louisiana cavalry; I was on duty at the depot of general recruiting service, Depart- 
ment of the Gulf; I am now commanding the same depot. 

Q. Do you know of twelve mules that came to the Alabama Press, with two wagons and 
harness, about December 1? If y6s, what use was made of them when they came, and 
what became of them when Major Perry was arrested? — A. I know that some mules, two 
wagons, and two six-mule teams, came to the press the latter end of November or first of 
December. I do not remember the exact time. The day they came they went out of the 
press to haul sawdust for use of the stables. When the accused was arrested, some few days 
afterward, I reported the case to Colonel Sturgeon, or at his office, and under instruction 
they were turned over to our acting post quartermaster, who turned them in to Captain Chit- 
tenden — all of them. This was about the 15th of December last. 

Q. What do you know of the necessity of sawdust for the use of the Alabama Press about 
the first of December last ? If anything, state. — A. I presume sawdust was necessalry, or 
very useful, both for cleanliness and for horses',feet. I do not know that any sawdust had 
been used there previous to this. 

Q. Do you know of Lieutenant Henderson being taken to task about that time, or shortly 
previous, for neglect of duty in keeping the premises clean? If yes, by whom? — A. One 
time, either in October or November, some time previous to that, the cook-house and dining- 
hall had been placed under charge of Lieutenant Henderson, as quartermaster, and Major 
Perry sent for him one morning, and took him to task on account of the dining-hall not 
being properly policed, and the kitchen, and told him he would put him under arrest if he 
did not attend to his duty in that respect, or this in substance. This was while we were 
inspecting the press one morning. 

Q. Do you know if Major Perry was busy on the day the sawdust was drawn ? If so 
what was he doing ? — A. I am under the impression it was mustering — I am not positive- 
it seems to me it was mustering day. * 

Q. Do you know of orders being given at the Alabama Press to exclude from the press all 
policemen and detectives ; if yes, why were those orders given, and by whose direction ? — 
A. I recollect hearing the accused say that he had, or was going to give, orders to that effect. 
One time it was on account of a drummer who belonged to the One hundred and sixty-fifth 
New York, having been taken out by a policeman, simply on his own showing, and without 
any authority from the superintendent of recruiting service. I know that the accused spoke 
something about giving such orders on receiving a communication in regard to this matter 
from the superintendent of recruiting service. I do not know by whose direction those 
orders were given. 

Q. Do you know of Lieutenant Gibson being arrested ? If yes, why was he arrested, and 
when, and by whose order ? — A. He was arrested for turning over this boy of the One hun- 
dred and sixty-fifth New York to the policeman or detective who came after -him. He was 
placed in arrest by the accused, in accordance with the written instructions of Captain 
Sturgeon. 

Q. Look at the communication of Captain Sturgeon, of December 2, and say if the sig- 
nature is that of Captain Sturgeon. — A. Yes, sir, it is ; I know his signature ; I have seen 
him write. 

Q. Do you know of six mules, said to have been delivered by Captain Berries to a Mr. 
Staples ; if you say you do, do you know of their ever coming into the Alabama Press ? — 
A. I know nothing about them at all. 
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By Judge Advocate : 

Q. Was aDj other ase ever made of those twelve mnles except to haul sawdust that day ?— > 
A. Not that I know of. 

Q. Did the accused ever say aDythiuff to you why those mules were there, and what he 
intended to do with them ?—A. He told me at first they were brought there to haul saw- 
dust ; afterward he told me there was some trouble between the officers of the company that 
they belonged to, and that they would remain in the press till that difficulty was arranged. 
I never heard him say anything about their being turned over to him, or were going to be. 

Q. Did your duty at the press lead you much about the stables, so as to know their con- 
dition in regard to sawdust? — A. I was there every day almost. 

Q. Were orders in regard to policemen and detectives ever given at that press but once ? — 
A. I do not remember any conversation in regard to such orders but once, though they may 
have been spoken of at other times. This occurred about the time that the communication 
was receivea. 

. The court and parties having no further questions to ask, the witness was dismissed. 

The accused then offered in evidence the communication referred to above, dated Decem- 
ber 2, J 864, in the words and figures following: 

"Superintendent's Office Volunteer Recruiting Service, 

"State of Louisiana, and Department of the Gulp, 

'' New Orltantf December 2, 1864. 

"Major: The morning report of the 1st instant from the department under your com- 
mand shows a loss of one man by * delivery to civil authority.' If this person (who was a 
deserter) was delivered by your order, you will at once make a report showing by what 
authority such action was taken. If any executive officer of the * post,' acting without your 
instructions, has been guilty of this breach of orders, you will at once place him in arrest, 
and report the facts to this office. Immediate action is desired. 

•*I remain, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

" SHELDON STURGEON, 
" Captain First Infantry U, 8. A., Sup't Vet, Rec'Cg Service. 
" Major R. H Perry, 

*' Commanding GenH DtpH EecH^g Service,^* 

Which was received in evidence by the court. 

The accused also offered in evidence the receipt dated November 25, 1864, proved in the 
testimony of Captain Borries, written in pencil, and in the words and figures following : 

" New Orleans, November 25, 1864. 

** Received of Major R. H. Perry, one sorrel horse, branded U. S., (a government horse,) 
for which I will give him proper receipts when I obtain the blank forms for that purpose. 

"H. BORRIES, 
'' Cap. A, 2 III. Lt. Art'y.*' 
Which was received in evidence by the court. 

Private C. A. Watron, Third Rhode Island cayalry, witness for defense, sworn and ex- 
amined 

« 

By Accused : 

Question. What is your name, age, and rank ; on what duty were you in November and 
December last, and on what duty now ; do you know Major Perry, and how long have you 
known him f — Answer. Christopher A. Watron ; I am twenty years of age ; I am private, 
Company A, Third Rhode Island cavalry ; I was clerk at the Alabama Press ; I am still 
there as clerk ; I know the accused ; I have known him since the 24th of October last. 

Q. Do you remember twelve mules brought into the Alabama Press about December 1, 
with wagons and harness 7 If yes, did you go to see Captain Borries in regard to getting 
them? For what purpose were they got, and how* were they used; and what became of 
them when Major rerry was arrested 1 — A. I remember the twelve mules referred to ; I car- 
ried two letters to him from the accused ; I do not know what the letters were about ; I do 
not know whetl^er I went to see about the mules or not ; Captain JBorries was not there either 
time. At the time the accused gave me the letters he told me to give them to Captain Bor- 
ries in person ; they were both sealed. The accused at the same time told me he was going 
to get some mules to haul sawdust with.> The mules were only used once, and then they 
went and got sawdust. After the accused was arrested they remained there a week or so, 
and were tuen turned over to Captain Chittenden. 

Q. Do you know any reiison why Major Perry still kept the twelve mules after the 
hauling of the sawdust was completed 7 If yes, state it. — A. I heard him say there was 
some trouble al^out them, and he was going to keep them till it was settled ; this was two 
or three days after hauling the sawdust. 
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By Judge Advocate : 

Q. In case you did not find Captain Borries to give the letters to him, what did the ac- 
cused tell you to do with them t — A. He did not tell me the first time, so I left it with the 
second lieatenant ; the last time he told me to bring it back, and I did so, and I gave it to 
the accused. He said nothing. 

By Accused : 

Q. Do you remember when detective I itzpatrick came up to the press f If yes, did he 
visit the stables, and were the twelve mules then there, and in what part of the press "^ — ^A. 
I remember his coming there ; he visited the stables. I think the twelve mules were there 
then ; it was the same day they went after the sawdust. The mules were, I think, at the 
time under the shed, all harnessed up and ready to go after the sawdust. 

Q. What was Major Perry doing that day, and was he or not busy ? — A. He was there to 
sign the rolls to muster; he was busy till about 10 o'clock. They started after the saw- 
dust about 12 o'clock. Staples was with the team. The teams were gone about an hour 
and a half after the dust. 

Q. What, if anything, did Major Perry say to Fitzpatrick in your hearing ? — A. Only 
that he would show him about the stables and about the yard when they got through. He 
was going down town, and offered to take him down with him. He did not accept the offer ; 
I did not hear him give any reason for not doing it. This was the last part of their conver- 
sation. They had been talking one side, and I did not hear what was said till this. 

The court and parties having no further questions to ask, the witness was dismissed. 

Private Thomas Tracy, First Louisiana cavalry, a witness for defense, sworn and ex- 
amined. 

By Accused : 

Question. What is your name, age, and rank ? Where were you on duty in November 
and December last, and where now ? What was your duty in November last ? — Answer. 
Thomas Tracy. I am private First Louisiana cavalry. I was in the Alabama Press. I 
am still there. I was tending the stalls in November last. I know the accused ; have 
known him two or three months since he was commanding the press. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Staples and Captain Borries ? Did you, about 25th November last, 
hear any conversation between Staples and Borries respecting mules ? If yes, state partic- 
ularly what was said and the order of the conversation. — A. I know both Mr. Staples and 
Captain Borries. On about that time I did hear conversation between them respecting 
mules. What I heard — I was sitting on the feed-box, and Mr. Staples said, '* Well, captain, 
how is it about the mules?" The captain replied, ** Just as I said." Mr. Staples rode 
away saying, " All right." Mr. Staples spoke about the six mules. Mr. Staples said as he 
was going away not to let Major Perry know anything about it. I did not hear the captain 
make any reply to this. I believe he shook his head, or something. I do not know what 
he meant by it. 

Q. Was anything said between Staples and Captain Borries at this time as to any sum of 
nfbney which Borries was to receive from Staples for these six mules ? — A. When I heard 
Staples ask the captain, **Howis it about the mules?" and Borries replied, ** Just as I 
said *," then Staples got on his horse and rode off', and said^ '* All right." I did not hear 
anything said about any money. 

Q. Do you remember anything about the twelve mules that came into the Alabama Press 
about 1st December? If so, were they there when detective Fitzpatrick came up to the 
press ? — A. I remember about the twelve mules. They were there at the time, under the 
shed by the sutler's store. 

Q. Did you hear Major Perry say anything to Fitzpatrick about where a roan horse was ? 
If yes, where did Major Perry tell him the roan horse was ? — A. He told him it was down 
at Rogers's stables, sir. I was hitching up the horse at the stables, and the accused told 
Fitzpatrick that he could ride down with him either to the provost marshal's or to Eogers's 
stables. 

Q. How long did Fitzpatrick stay 'after Major Perry went away, and what did he do ? 
Did you call his attention to the twelve mules ? — A. He staid ten or fifteen minutes after. 
He came to me, brought me over to one of the stalls, and began to talk to me about the 
horses in the stable. Here he asked me if I knew who he was. I told him no ; and he 
told me he was a special detective, and wanted to know if I could swear, in case he took 
me a prisoner out of the press, to what I had just told him. I told him I could. I told 
him where the twelve mules were. 

Q. Do you remember being short of forage in the latter part of November 7 If yes, 
how was the deficiency supplied ? — A. Yes, sir ; we were short. A fellow came in with a 
bale and a half of hay and nve or six bags of oats, and said the major sent him. I do not 
know who the man was. I think he was a citizen. He had citizen's clothes on. It looked 
like one of these city carts. I do not know that the forage came from the major. 

The counsel for accused here stated that he would necessarily be busy before another court 
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to-morrow ; that if the court would adjourn over till Saturday he would endeavor to take the 
rest of the testimony for accused and submit his written defense thai day ; that he would do 
this if he did not apply to the court for still further time in order to take the deposition of one 
Staples. 

The court, therefore, at 3 o'clock p. m.^ adjourned, to meet again at 10 o'clock a. m. on 
Saturday, the 21st instant. 

Nrw Orleans, Louisiana, 
January 21, 1865^10 o'clock a. m. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment and above orders. Present, the same members 

as on Thursday, the 19th instant, the judge advocate, and accused and his counsel. 
Examination of Private Thomas Tracy, First Louisiana cavalry, resumed. 

By Accused : 

Q. Do you remember the sorrel horse which accused transferred to Captain Borries about 
November 25 ; if yes, what can you say of its value as compared with the roan horse which 
Major Perry received from Captain Borries? — A. I am no great judge of the value of a 
horse. I think it was a better horse than the one it was traded for. I think the roau horse 
was the better horse of the two. 

Q. Do you know if the sorrel horse was a blooded horse ? — A. I do not know whether he 
was blooded or not. 

By Judge Advocate : 

Q. Did you ever hear more than one conversation between Staples and Captain Borries ? 
If not, how long was this before the accused was arrested ? — A. I never heard but the one. 
This was four or five or six days before the accused was arrested. It occurred in the stables 
at the Alabama Press. Staples was getting bis horse out. The captain was standing talk- 
ing. I do not know what ue was there for. I saw them coming into the stable together. 
Staples says, '* Captain, how is it about the mules?" The captain replied, *' Ju»t as I 
saia." Staples saia, **A11 right." This is all the conversation I heard between them in 
regard to the mules. I am sure he said something about mules ; I an not sure he said any- 
thing about six mules. I do not know why it came into our heads that the mules were 
coming to the press, but we thought so. George, the colored man, was also present at this 
conversation. 

Q. Where was it that you heard the conversation between the accused and the detective, 
Fitzpatrick? — A. I heard them as they came io the stable at the Alabama Press. The detect- 
ive asked me where the roan horse was. I told him I thought it went down to the doctor's — 
down at Rogers's stable. I heard Major Perry tell detective that the horse was down at Mr. 
Kogers's stahie. 

Q. Do you not know that the horse was never at Mr. Rogers's stable, and that Mr. 
Rogers does not keep a stable for sick horses ? — A. No, sir ; I do not. This was a few days 
before the accused was arrested. I did not hear anything said about the horse being jn Siner's 
stables. I am sure that I heard Staples say that we must not let the major know anything 
about the mules. 

The court and parties having no further questions to ask, the witness was dismissed. 

Captain O. P. GooDiNG, Tenth United States Infantry, a witness for defense, sworn, 
and examined. 

By Accused: 

Question. Please state your name, age, what was your rank and command during the Red 
River campaign. Do you know the accused, and how long? — Answer. Captain Oliver P. 
Gooding, Tenth United States Infantry. I was colonel of the Thirty-first Massachusetts 
volunteers, and in command of the Fifth cavalry brigade during the Red River campaign. 
I know the accused ; have known him since the latter part of February and first of last 
March. 

Q. What position did the accused have on your staff during that campaign ; and what 
can you say in regard to his conduct as an officer in the field ? — A. He was acting aide-de- 
camp. I can say that as an officer in the field his conduct is that of an excellent officer. 
He exhibited on several occasions a great deal of gallantry, and also a great deal of prudence 
and sagacity as an officer. Whenever I had occasion to send any officer on special duty I 
usually selected Major Perry. If at any time I felt doubtful that my orders would be carried 
out by my subordinates, I usually sent Major Perry along to see that they were carried out. 
I saw Major Perry during the campaign in every circumstance calculated to try an officer or his 
ability. I never found him wanting. Major Perry was relieved from duty on my staff, and 
was placed on the staff of General Arnold, division commander, on account of his leputa* 
tion as an officer in the field, and against my earnest protest. 

The court and parties having no further questions to ask, the witness was dismissed. 
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Patrick McGwin, witness for the defense, sworn and examined. 

By Accused : 

Question. What is your name, a^e, and business ? — Answer. Patrick McGwin ; I will be 
fifty-seven years old come another month ; I am a blacksmith ; I know the accused by sight; 
I have known him by si^^ht about eighteen months ; I no not know his name. 

Q. In November last did you have a shop near the Alabama Press ? If yes, describe its 
location. What do you know of Major Perry hiring the rear of your shop, and for what 
purpose; what did he say, if anything, to you on the subject ? — A. I did have a shop near 
the Alabama Press. It. was on Religious street, between Orange and Richard streets. The 
accused came to me one time and told me he had some wood to put in the back part, and 
other little luggage to put in the back part. I told him he could have it. He asked me 
what I would charge him. I told him, as the shop was doing nothing, he could have it just 
for what he had a mind to pay me. 

Q. Did Major Perry store anything in your shop; if so, what? — A. I believe I saw some 
old wood there ; nothing else. 

Q. Do you remember any forasre, hay, or corn being in the rear of your shop ; if yes, 
where did that come from? — A. I did see a little taste of corn and hay there one day, but I 
did not know who left it. 

Q. Why were you not oftener at your shop ? — A. Before hours and after hours I some- 
times did a job in my shop. I was working for the government at other shops. 

By Judge Advocate : 

Q. State when it was that the accused hired your shop. — A. It must have been in Novem- 
ber or December ; government occupies my shop now and began to occupy it in November 
or December. 

Q. Who rented it for the government? — A. It was not the accused ; the accused had had 
the shop three or four weeks before the government began to occupy it. 

Q. Did you not see mules there frequently when it was occupied by the accused ? — A. The 
way it was, there used to come there horses and mules in the morning for. me to shoe; this 
■was all that ever I saw there. The forage that was there was only a little lot left by the 
men who brought the mulos. I do not know whether the accused ever brought the old wood 
I saw there, or not ; I took the wood myself and burned it all up at the house, and never 
paid any one for it. 

Q. Did not you one morning, as you were going to your work, look in through the cracks 
of the door and see three mules there, and when the doors were all closed ; and were there 
not two or three men there, and did not one of these men have a hot iron with which he was 
burning and branding the mules ? — I saw two mules there, but I have heard where they 
were since. I never saw mules being branded or burned there. 

The court and parties having no further questions to ask, the witness was dismissed. 

George Mitchell, (colored,) witness for defense, sworn and examined. 

By Accused: 

Question. What is your name, aq^e, and business; what were you doing in November 
last ; do you know Major Perry ? — Answer. George Mitchell ; I am fifty- three years of age; 
I am waiting on the quartermaster at the Alabama Press ; I was working for the accused in 
November last ; I have known the accused since the first of October last ; I was taking care 
of the horses in the stable. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Staples and Captain Berries ; were you present at the stable of the 
Alabama Press in the latter part of November last, when a conversation took place in regard 
to some mules ; if so, what was said ? — A. I know Mr. Staples ; I know a Capiain Berries, 
a short, thick-set man ; only a few words ; as I came up to him he motioned to me to come 
up to him Mr. Staples said, " Well, Captain, what do say about those mules?" The other 
man replied — a Mr. Burris — "I thought that you can have the six mules at the price I told 

you." Then Mr. Staples started to speak again and said. '*Well, I " and then stopped 

and told me to saddle the horse. This is all that I heard ; they were talking when I went 
up, and I left them talking. 

Q. Did Staples or Burris (as you call him) say anything that you heard in regard to Major 
Perry ; if yes, what ? — A. Not a word. 

By Judge Advocate: 

Q. How long was this before the accused was arrested ? — A. It was ten days, or per- 
haps two weeks, -before the detective came after me. I do not know when the accused was 
arrested. 

Q. Why did you anticipate that those mules that they were talking about were going to 
come to the Alabama Press ? — A. I was doing business for Major Perry and Mr. Staples ; 
I was waiting upon him, too, and I expected, if he bought the mules that he would bring 
them there to the Alabama Press. I know they were not brought there. I do not know 
what did become of them. I had nothing to do in taking them off. Staples told me one 
time that he had traded them off. 
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By Accused : 

Q. What two teams do 70a mean of which 70a spoke to Mr. Staples 7 — A. There were 
two teams of mules there in the press at the time I spoke to him ; this was some two weeks 
after I had heard the first conversation. 

Q. Were the twelve mules there when the detective came up to the press, and did litT^A,. 
them ? — A. At the time he took me he did not, because he did not come in. I do *.ut know 
that the mules were there when he came the next time. 

The court and parties having no further questions to ask, the witness was disr^issed. 

Charles Carakac, dtizen, witness for defense, sworn and examined. 

By Accused : 

Question. What is jour name, age, occupation, and place of residence : do 70U know the 
accused, and how long have you known him; do you know Captain Borries ; were yon 
present at a conversation between Major Perry and Captain Borries lately, in which men- 
tion was made of a roan horse and six mules ; if yes, wnere and when did such conversation 
take place, and what was said ? — Answer. Charles Caranac ; I am twenty -seven years of 
age ; I live at No. 8 Roman street, in this city. I know the accused ; I have known him 
since the 11th of December, 1864. I know Captain Borries; I was present at such a con- 
versation between those parties ; this conversation took place about four weeks ago, in the 
military prison. Talking about the roan horse, Captain Borries stated in my presence, and 
in presence of Major Perry, that the roan horse he let Major Perry have was bis own private 
property, and told Major Perry so at the time he let him have it ; this was all that was said 
about the roan horse. The captain also said that he lot Major Perry have twelve mules, 
and they accused him of having sixteen. He stated that a man by the name of Staples got 
six mules, and that Major Perry had nothing to do with them. He stated the same thing to 
me several times since, not in the presence of Major Perry. This is all about the mules. 

By Judge Advocate : 

Q. State whether any other person was present besides those you named. — ^A. A gentle- 
man by the name of Mr. Harris. 

Q. State whether the conversation between the accused and Captain Borries was not con- 
ducted by the accused asking the captain questions — if the roan horse was not so and so, 
and if he did not say so and so. — A. It was ; and in the same manner with reference to the 
mules. 

Q. And then did not the accused ask you to be present and hear those words of Captain 
Borries ; and after you heard them, did he not tell you that you might be called upon to 
testify about them ? — A. I do not remember that he asked me to be present, though he may 
have done so ; but he immediately after wished me to remember what was said. 

Q. State whether you have ever talked with the accused since. What was said at that 
time 7 — A. I think never, except immediately afterward. 

Q. Are you not now a prisoner in the military jail ? — A. I am. 

Q. What are theVharges against you? — A. Aiding and abetting the enemy. My trial was 
just completed to-day. 

The court and parties having no further questions to ask^ the witness was dismissed. 

W. W. Howe, Esq., counsel for accused, witness for defense, sworn and examined. 

By Judge Advocate : 

Question. State your name, age, present occupation, and place of residence. — Answer. 
William W. Howe ; I am thirty -one years of age; I am a lawyer; I live in New Orleans. 

Q. Please look at the letters now shown you, dated June 14 and August 30, 1864, and 
say if you knew Brigadier General Richard Arnold, and if you have ever seen him 
write, and are familiar with his handwriting. — A» I have known Brigadier General 
Richard Arnold for upward of one year. I have seen him write, and am familiar with 
his handwriting, and the letters now shown me are, to the best of my belief, signed by 
him. I also have known General Banks for upward of one year. I have often seen 
him write, and am acquainted with his handwriting, and that the signature. to the letter 
dated August 31, 1864, is undoubtedly his signature. 

The court an(! parties having no further questions to ask, the witness was dismissed. 

The defense then offered in evidence the letters referred to in testimony of last witness ; 
one signed by Brigadier General Arnold, dated August 30, 1864 ; one was signed by Major 
General Banks, and dated August 31, 1864; and the third signed by Brigadier General 
Arnold, and dated June 14, 1864; all as evidence of good character. 

The judge advocate objected to the same being received as evidence, for the reason that 
the statements in them are not made under the obligation of an oath, neither are they in any 
manner official reports or documents, but simply private, individual, ca: |?«rte statements, and 
referred to Ben6t, p. 286. 

The accused replies that these letters are a *' public approval by superior officers *' of the 
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condact of the accused during a most severe campaign ; they are official ; the presumption 
is that they are of record at department headquarters. 

The court was then cleared, and after mature deliberation the doors were opened. The 
accused and his counsel present. The decision of the court was announced by the judge 
.^i^i^^cate that the objection be sustained, and the letters be not received. 

li'e court then, at 3 o'clock p. m., adjourned to meet again at 10 o'clock a. m. on Mon- 
day,* the 23d instant. 

New Orleans, La., January 23, J 865— 10 o'clock a. m. 
T' '6 court met pursuant to adjournment and above orders. 

Present: 1 he same members as on Saturday, the 21 st instant, the judge advocate and the 
accused and his counsel. 

F. B. LoOMis, citizen, witness for defense, sworn and examined* 
By Accused : 

Question. What is your name, age, and occupation; do you know the accused, and how 
long ; do you know Mr. Staples, who was here last fall ; did you ever hear Mr. Staples say 
anything of buying mules; if so, what did he say, ^d under what circumstances? — An- 
swer. I am twenty -seven years of age ; lam trading in stock ; I know the accused ; have 
known him above a^ear ; 1 know Mr. Staples. 

C The judge advocate objects to the remainder of this question as inquiring nto declara- 
tions and statements which are no part of the res gesta, but an after-statement of what had 
occurred, and referred to Ben^t, pages 289 et. seq. ) ' 

The accused offers to show by the testimony of the witness that Staples stated to the wit- 
ness, in or about the month of November last, that he (Staples) had been buying mules 
from Captain Borries, and had made considerable money thereby. 

The court was then cleared, and after mature deliberation the doors were opened, the ac- 
cused and his counsel present. The decision of the court was announced by the judge 
advocate that the objection be sustained, and that the testimony offered- be not received. 

The court and parties having no further questions to ask, the witness was dismissed. 

Dr. Joseph Elliott, citizen, a witness for defense, sworn and examined. 

By Accused : 

Question. What is your name, age, and occupation ; do you know Major Perry, the ac- 
cused ; if yes, how long; do you know a sorrel horse in possession of the accused in Octo- 
ber or November last ; if so, describe him and his value? — Answer. Joseph Elliott; I am 
forty-nine years old ; I am a veterinary surgeon and trader in horses ; I know the accused ; 
I know the sorrel horse referred to ; he was a sorrel blooded horse, of Le Compte blood ; he 
was fifteen hands to fifteen hands and an inch high ; about five or six years old ; his real 
value before he was branded and taken here I believed to be from six hundred to eight hun- 
dred dollars ; he was once sold for six hundred dollars ; this was before he was branded ; I 
know all about the horse. This horse was taken at the time of the seizure of horses last 
sumpier and branded, and was used as a government horse from that time on ; at first by an 
officer on General Banks's staff, and afterward by the accused. He was delivered to the 
accused on order from the assistant quartermaster. 

Q. Do you remember a roan horse which Major Perry had in his possession in November 
last; what was his value as compared with the sorrel ? — A. I remember the roan horse re- 
ferred to ; he was worth about the government price — JJ160 or $170 — about what the govern- 
ment gave for him. , 

By Judge Advocate : 

Q. Do you know that at the time the accused parted with the sorrel horse, the horse 
was very much reduced in flesh, and had been severely used, and was either perma- 
nently or temporarily injured? — A. The horse was very much reduced in flesh. The ac- 
cused complained to me of him, that the horse was of no account, and could not stand 
bis work ; was of no account for him. The horse was out of fix and unwell at the time he 
parted with him. 

By Accused : 

Q. Was the sorrel horse permanently injured, so as to deprive him of his special value as 
a blooded colt, when Major Perry parted with him ? — A. I think not. I think he was out 
of fix, but would come all right again. Blooded horses are more delicate than others. 

The court and parties having no further questions to ask, the witness was dismissed. 

The accused then offered in evidence an invoice dated October 10, 1864, and signed by 
Captain Chittenden, in the words and figures following : 
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" Litt of quarUrmaster ttores, ^c.j trantft.rred by Captain C. B. ChittendeUj assistant quarter' 
masttr United States volunteers, to Raymond H. Ferry, Third Rhode Island cavalry, majors 
at New Orleans f Louisiana, October 10, 1864. 





Nnmber or quality. 


Articles. 


Cost when new. 


Condition when de- 




Dollars. 


Cents. 

• 


livered- 


1 


One soTTol horse 














«... — 





** I certify that I have this day transferred to Major R. H. Perry, Third Rhode Island cav- 
alry, at New Orleans, Louisiana, the article specified in the foregoing list. 

*'C.B. CHITTENDEN, 
^* Captain, Assistant Quartermaster United Siates Volunteers.^* 

"Which was received in evidence by the court. 

It is admitted by the judge advocate that the twelve mules mentioned in the charges and 
speciticAtions were at the Alabama Press at the time of the arrest of accused, and were 
thereafter turned over to the Quartermaster's Department. ' 

The accused offered no further testimony. 

The accused then presented his written address, (appended and marked "A,") which was 
read by his counsel in his defense. 

The judge advocate submitted the case to the court without remark. 

The court was then cleared for deliberation and the judge advocate proceeded to read to 
the court the records of the proceedings in this case. 

The court then, at three o'clock p. m., adjourned to meet again at ten o'clock a. m., to- 
morrow, the 24th instant. 

New Orleans, La., January 24, 1865 — 10 o'clock, a. m. 

The court met pursuant to adjournment and above orders. 

Present : the same members as yesterday, and the judge advocate. The consideration of 
the case of Major Raymond H. Perry, Third Rhode Island cavalry, resumed. 

The court was again cleared for deliberation, and, having maturely considered the evi- 
dence adduced, find the accused. Major Raymond H. Perry, Third Rhode Island cavalry, as 
follows : 

Of first specification, first charge, ** guilty." 

Of second specification, first charge, ** guilty," except the words " sell and." 

Of third specification, first charge, •* guilty," except the words **sell and." 

Of first charge, "guilty." 

Of specification, second charge, '* guilty." 

Of second charge, '* guilty." 

Of specification, third charge, "guilty," except so much of the specification as charges 
an intention on the part of the accused to wrongfully sell and dispose of the tvvelve mules 
received by him November 30, 1864. 

Of third charge, "guilty." 

The court does therefore sentence him, Major Raymond H. Perry, Third Rhode Island cav- 
alry, to be dishonorably dismissed the service of the United States, and to forfeit to the gov- 
ernment all pay and allowances now due him or to become due. * 

W. C. HOLBROOK, 
Colonel Seventh Vermont Veteran Volunteers, President of the Court. 

O. F. AVERY, 
Captain Thirty-eighth Iowa Infantry, and Judge Advocate of General Court- Martial. 

L. R. 849—65. ] Headquarters Defenses New Orleans, 

February 9, 1865. 
« Approved, and respectfully forwarded to headquarters Department Gulf. 

T. W. SHERMAN, 
Brigadier General Commanding. 

Headquarters Department op the Gulp, 

New Orleans, July 16, 1865. 

The proceedings, findings, and sentence in the foregoing case are approved. 
Major Raymond H. Perry, Third Rhode Island cavalry, ceases to be an officer in the ser- 
vice of the United States from this date. 

ED. R. S. CANBY, 
Major General, Commanding. 
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United States »». R. H. Perry. 

Address of the accused. 

The case which is sought to be established against me may be divided into four heads : 

First. In the matter of the roan horse. At the request of Captain Berries, I transferred 
to him a blooded sorrel horse, which had been seized by the government in New Orleans, 
and which was plainly branded. I took the memorandum receipt for him, which is now in 
evidence. 

This sorrel horse was of great value and speed, as shown by the evidence of Dr. Elliott. 

Some days after this transfer, Captain Berries presented to me the roan horse, saying that 
I need not hesitate to accept it, as it was his own private horse, which he had a right to sell 
or give away. This is my understanding of the case, and it is fully confirmed by the tes- 
timony of Harris and Cavanac as to the same statements being made by Berries before this 
trial. 

I gave no receipt to Berries for the roan horse, not even a pencil memorandam. 

As a matter of law, this furnishes a fair presumption that the roan horse was either sold 
or given to me by Borries, and that there was between us no such exchange of government 
property as is sought to be established by the prosecution. 

I did not know the roan horse to be a government horse. Captain Borries testifies that 
he did not tell me it was a government horse. Harris and Cavanac testify as to his admis- 
sion that he had told me it was a private horse at the time he gave it to me. 

Whatever I did, then, w^as done in ignorance, and cannot be considered as establishing a 
crime on my part. ^ 

Second, As to the six mules. The evidence establishes clearly enough a sale of six mules 
by Borries to Staples, but it fails to connect me with the act. 

And here I beg to ask the attention of the court to that undoubted presumption of inno- 
cence which attaches to every accused person. 

The detective who worked* up this case was obliged, as e^ery detective is, to begin by a 
theory that I was guilty, and then furnish such evidence as he could to support the theory. 
This is the manner in which all prosecutions must originate; otherwise a criminal trial could 
never begin. 

But when the case comes before the court the mental process by which the evidence is ex- 
amined is exactly the reverse. 

The court begins by saying: **Here is an ofiicer who furnishes evidence of long ser- 
vice and of good conduct in the field. He is innocent, so far as we know, of any crime. 
He is accused of one of the basest crimes — of knowingly and willfully selling government 
property for his own private emolument. Does the evidence bear down and destroy this 
presumption of innocence. Is it our evident duty to declare this officer a felon?" 

Now, I submit that from this standpoint the evidence is totally insufficient. The same 
evidence as skillfully used might have been employed against Corporal Barnaby, if the de- 
tective who began this case had chosen to put forward a theory that Barnaby was guilty ; 
or against Lieutenant Campbell, who was present, as he says, when Borries delivered the 
mules to Staples ; or against any other officer or soldiei; in the neighborhood who was ac- 
quainted with Staples and Borries. 

The judge advocate has introduced, under my objection, much circumstantial evi- 
dence to establish the conspiracy alleged in the charges. He has done so on the theory 
that such evidence is relevant. I doubt the correctness of his theory as to much of 
the evidence. I think the conspiracy should be proved before the court are called upon 
to take any cognizance of the declarations of Staples or Borries. But whether I am right 
or wrong in this, one thing is certain, that circumstantial evidence, though, like fire, useful, 
is also like fire, dangerous. History is full of examples in which innocent men have lost 
their lives by the use of such evidence against them. Fiction and the drama have depicted 
some of their most exciting and pathetic scenes with innocence struggling in the net of cir- 
cumstance as the central figure. And in all these cases you will find a sad similarity, a 
theory tbat the accused is guilty^ and then an array of circumstances which may support, or 
at least strengthen, a theory of guilt, at the same time that they could never weigh down a 
presumption of innocence. * 

The fact is that Mr. Staples has been an acquaintance of mine from childhood. He came 
to New Orleans last fall to go in business ; but finding trade much restricted, he waited here 
gome time with nothing to do. He passed much of this leisure time with me, visiting at my 
office, riding, and driving with me. When I was very busy, and he was very idle, I did not 
hesitate to ask him to assist me, and in this way the idea may have obtained credence about 
the press that he had some business connection with me. Nothing, however, could be fur- 
ther from the truth than this idea. The testimony of Tracy shows clearly that, when Staples 
and Borries were bargaining for the six mules, they agreed to keep the matter a secret from 
me, while Captain Borries testifies directly that there was no agreement or conspiracy in 
respect to those six mules between himself, myself, and Staples. 

Third. As to the *' Henderson mule " and the twelve mules, the evidence shows nothing 
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bat that in the former instance I exchanged a skittish, vicioas United States mule for a larg^er 
and in some respects better United States male. Such exchanges are common and harmless. 
And in the latter instance I borrowed two teams from Captain Borries, who had a g^reat 
sarplus, to draw sawdast for the depot of which I was in command. Sach transactions are 
common and usefal, and I am at a loss to know how this coald have been the basis of a 
serions charge. 
I reiterate mj assertion of innocence of all the charges, and ask the conrt to acquit me. 

RAYMOND H. PERKY, 
Major Third Rhode Island Cavedrg. 



Rooms of General Court-Martial, 

New Orleans^ La,^ January 25, 1865. 

Sir : At request of accnsed, I have consented to attach to this record copies of four letters, 
marked B, C, D, and £. The originals of the first three were offered in evi- 
dence, but rejected by the court; the fourth, marked £, is only the copy of a copy, the 
original not being now in possession of accused. These, of course, are no part of the records 
of the court, and were not before it 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

0. F. AVERY, 
Captain and Judge Advocate of General Court-martial. 
Captain Frederic Speed, 

A: A, General, Defenses New Orleans, 



B. 

Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

New Orleans, August 31, 1864. 

Captain: I take pleasure in bearing testimony to the invariable good conduct, both in, 
camp and field, which you have shown since you have been in my command. 

I nave always found you prompt and energetic in the discharge of whatever duties have 
been assigned you, as also gentlemanly and courteous in your personal bearing. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

N. P. BANKS, 
Major Generalf Commanding. 
Captain Raymond H. Perry, 

Third Rhode Island Cavalry. 

A true copy : 

O. F. AVERY, 
Captain and Judge Advocate. 



C. 

Headquarters Cavalry Division, Department op the Gulf, 

New Orleans, Louisiana, June ii, 1864. 

Captain : I find that there is not enough out-door service required now at headquarters 
to employ much of your time, and your regiment certainly requires yon. 

Let me thank you for your faithful discharge of duty in inclosing you the order returning 
you to the regiment. 
Respectfully, 

RICHARD ARNOLD, 
Brigadier General, Chi^ of Cavalry. 
Captain R. H. Perry, 

Third Rhode Island Cavalry. 

• A true copy : 

O. F. AVERY, 
Captain and Judg^ Advocate. 



D. 

Office Cihef of Artillery, 
Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

New Orleans, August 30, 1864. 

Sir : Reports having been circulated in Rhode Island, by evil-disposed persons, with a 
. view of injuring your character as a gentleman and impairing the confidence of the execu- 
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tiye of State, it affords me pleasure to bear testimoDy to your invaluable and highly 
creditable service during the Red River campaign, both in your regiment and on my staff. 
I have also met you from time to time in this city, and I have yet to know of anything to 
your discredit as a gentleman and officer. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient, 

RICHARD ARNOLD, 
Brigadier General U. 5. Volunteers, 
Captain Raymond H, Perry, 

Third Rliode Island Cavalry, 

A true copy 

O. K. AVERY, 
Captain and Judge Advocate, 



E. 

Camp near Yorktown, Virginia, 

Apra 29, 1862, 

Sir : I have the honor to present for your consideration the name of Raymond H. Perry, 
first lieutenant in the Rhode Island artillery, for an appointment in the regular army. 

Lieutenant Perry has been in the service for nearly a year, the last four months under my 
immediate command, and I can cheerfully bear testimony to the great zeal and activity 
which he has exhibited in the discbarge of his duties. I would add that his age, physique, 
and good habits eminently fit him for the position he asks. 

I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

JOHN SEDGWICK, 
Brigadier General Volunteers, Commanding Division, 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War, Washington, D. C, 

A true copy: 

O. F. AVERY, 
Captain and Judge Advocate. 

Raymond H. Perry's examination resumed. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Question. Have you anything to say in regard to the matters brought to our notice with 
reference to you by Senator Warner ? — Answer. General Burnside and General McClellan 
knew all about the last matter, and General John Sedgwick and some of the others have 
letters now on file in the War Department recommending me for a position in the regular 
army. I shot a man — Lieutenant Kelley, of the Sixty-ninth New York infantry. He made 
an attempt to draw a pistol on me, and called me a bad name. I drew my pistol on him 
and shot him. 

By Mr. Warner : 

Q. Did you kill him? — A. He died. I was tried for it at Harper's Ferry, by General 
Howard, General Gorman, and General Kemble, and I was honorably acquitted. As to the 
other matter, I slapped the face of the captain of the battery who made that strong indorse- 
ment for my discharge, and that is the reason he wanted me discharged. General John 
Sedgwick, General Burnside, and all of them begged me not to resign, and I have Burn- 
side's letters now giving my history in the army. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Who was the captain whose face you slapped ? — A. Captain Hazzard, of the Rhode 
Island battery. 
Q. Was he your superior officer ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. You say that General Sedgwick recommended you for the regular army in a strong 
letter during the peninsular campaign 7 — ^A. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Was that before or after yon slapped the officer in the face ? — A. It was before ; but 
when I shot Lieutenant Kelley, General Sedgwick told me it was the best thiog I had ever 
done under the circumstcmces, when he knew them, and I was acquitted in halt an hour. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Did you ever shoot a man in time of peace ? — A. You must remember that I have been 
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in a pretty rough country. I have been in Mexico anfl on the frontiers of Texas. I never 
shot any one except in selt-defense. 

Q. Were you ever on board of a steamer when you shot several men ? — ^A. I shot two 
men on Kiker*s Inland who mutinied and refused to go on board the vessel. 

Q. Where is that island t— A. In the East River, near New York- I had orders to put 
those men on board the steamer Mississippi, and they refused to go unless they got their 
flushing bounty money, as they called it. My orders were to put them on board. They 
barricaded themselves in the barracks. I got my saber and pistol and drove them on board 
the steamer. 

By the Chairman : 
Q. Did you kill them ?— A. They were wounded. 

By Mr. Howard : 
Q. Did you not shoot three? — A. No, sir 

By,Mr. SCHURZ: 
Q. Was it a case of mutiny 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Howard : 
Q. Where did the shooting^take place, on land ? — A. On land, at Biker's Island. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Besides those you killed, did you cut any others with your saber 7 — A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How many ? — A. About a dozen. 

By Mr. Schurz : 
Q. On the same occasion 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Was not the number eighteen or twenty 7 — A. Well, Dr. Skelton, who attended to 
the men, told me there were eighteen or twenty. 

Q. Were you tried for that f — A. No, sir; my action was approved. When I first went 
into the barracks on that occasion, one of the men struck at me with an ax, and if it had 
not been for a lieutenant who was there he would have killed me. That lieutenant caught 
the blow with a big stick he had in his hand. The man was in a bunk over the door as I 
went in, and struck at me with an ax. 

Q. Were they armed or unarmed f — A. They had stones, sticks, and axes. 

Q. But no fire-arms 7 — A. I believe not. 

Q. (Producing a paper.) Is that your writing? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. A memorandum made by you, I suppose 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In this pencil writing it is said, " Ordered to put men on steamer Mississippi ; revolt; 
shot three men." Is it not three 7 — A. I do not go back on it. I would shoot them again, 
under the same circumstances. 

Q. It proceeds: **Shot three men; cut some eighteen or twenty; put men on board 
steamer; quelled an attempt at mutiny on board." How did you come to make out this 
paper 7 — A. I was requested one day to make a memorandum of ray life, and I wrote that ; 
and I do not go back on any of it. 

Q*j The pencil writing is difificult for me to read ; will you please read the memorandum 7 — 
A. ' Shot three men, cut some eighteen or twenty, which Doctor Skelton testified. Put 
men outboard ; quelled several attempts at mutiny on board ; arrested at New Orleans on 
charges of the crew and others on steamer ; honorably discharged by Judge Peabody. 
Captain certified 1 had done my duty." 

Q. When did this occur 7 — A. In 1864. There had been several attempts of the men to 
get off the island. They were sent there as fast as they were recruited in New York City — 
the refuse from Greenwich and Water streets, &c., a pretty rough set of fellows. 

Q. Will you go on reading the memorandum? — A. ** Commanded cavalry at Bonnie 
Carrie, 1863 ; inspector of cavalry and artillery horses with Colonel Wilson ; commanding 
headquarters for recruits. Ked River campaign, on staff Colonel Gooding, commanding 
fifth brigade, picket officer also; General Richard Arnold at Alexandria ; chief of cavalry 
outposts. In 1865, October, went to Texas ; from there to Mexico ; volunteer aid to Louis 
Faras, Governor of Chihuahua." 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Was that in the Mexican army 7 — A. Yes, sir ; I volunteered at the time they took 
Chihuahua from the French. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Go on with the paper 7 — A. *'Chihuhua, 21st March, 1866, rode alone from Chihua- 
hua to Monterey, through Monte Clare, then to Brownsville ; took part in many fights against 
Maximilian's troops. Come to New Orleans on special duty ; with Sheridan from 1862 to 
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1865, 1867, part of 1868. In Kansas, Indian scout. With General J. J. Reynolds, Galves- 
ton, chief of police force for Texas." 

By Mr. SCHURZ : 

Q, To whom did you give that paper ?— A. To Ben: Perley Poore. One day he said to 
me : *' Perry, you seem to be attracting a good deal of attention just now and everybody is 
asking, * Why, who is this fellow Perry ; I would like to know something about him.' " I 
said to him, *'I can give you a history that will be pretty rough ; my life has been a pretty 
rough one, " and I sat down and made that little memorandum for him. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. While you were in San Domingo did you strike any person in court ? — A. No, sir ; the 
court had adjourned; the people were going out. I was speaking to a man. I had my in- 
terpreter there and spoke to the man pleasantly two or three times, but he would not pay 
any attention ; and then I slapped him in the face with the back of my hand; not with my 
fist. 

Q. How long before you left San Domingo was that ? — A. Four or five days ; and it is 
the only thing they have against me while I was at San Domingo. 

Q. Had you been attending the court?— -A. I had been attending the court. 

Q. Was it in the court-room ? — A. It was in the court-room. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. After the court had adjourned ? — A. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Who was the man? — A. A man by the name of Bennett, who had been selling liquor 
to the sailors of the man-of-war's men and making a great deal of trouble there. The cap- 
tain of the Tybee complained of him for selling liquor to the sailors on board his ship, and 
the captain stated to the court that he had instructed the officers if that man came on board 
ship to have him put him off ; and the mate of the steamer did put him off, and in doing it he had 
used some force. This man came up to the governor's and made a charge against the mate 
of the steamer for the way he had been treated ; and the day after that he also came up to 
my house and said that if he went on with the suit against this officer he would lose the 
trade of the vessel, and perhaps of all other American vessels, and he would like to withdraw 
his suit but they would not let him withdraw it. They told him that if he did not put the 
thing through and make this charge they would fine him and take the money from him. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Did you become security for the defendant in that case where the man whom you 
slapped in the face was plaintiff? — A. I will tell you. The morning the steamer sailed for 
New York City, they attempted to arrest the mate. The ship was just ready to throw off 
her lines and go to sea. The captain said to me that if I would become responsible for the 
fine when the ship returned he would pay me. I told him, ** Very well, I will become respon- 
sible for the fine ; but when your ship returns you will have to be held responsible for it." 
That WttS the understanding. I did not become responsible for the man, but I held myself 
responsible for the money until the steamer came back on her return trip. 

By Mr. Vickers : 

Q. Will you now produce the letters of the army officers, which you were before asked to 
produce ? — A. Yes, sir ; I have always been honorably discharged from all these complaints 
made against me. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. Before those letters are read, I wish to repeat a question I have already put. Have 
you anything to say with regard to the charges before that court-martial ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Mr.' Howard. Before he is asked in regard to that matter, I wish to make one observa- 
tion. I regard the record of the court-martial as a conclusive record upon the party himself. 

Mr. Vickers. It is only produced here as collateral evidence. 

Mr. Howard. Is it possible that you can contradict the record of a court ? 

Mr. Schurz. I do not see any reason why he should not be allowed to explain. 

Mr. Williams. So far as I am concerned the witness shall have an opportunity to ex- 
plain if he will only be brief. 

The Witness. When I wenT; to New Orleans I had an order to take three hundred men 
from Colonel Harry Robinson's regiment, who belonged to the Second Rhode Island cav- 
alry, and consolidate them with the First regiment. Colonel Harry Robinson was about 
being mustered in as colonel of the regiment, and my taking these three hundred 
men from his regiment would take his position from him, so that he could not be 
mustered in as colonel. He went to General Banks several times and wanted to 
retain those men. I declared that I should have them, and I did get them, and he 
swore that he would get square with me; and when he was appointed provost mar- 
shal general at New Orleans, I got the track of his sending ships from New Orleans to 
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Matamoras with foods for the confederate army, and he was 8ignin|^ the papers that cleared 
the Yessels. He knew that I had the inside track of him, as we call it. He heard something 
ahout Staples haying mules aud my selling a horse to the captain of this hattery, and he 
sent a detective around to get up charges against me, and this conrt*martial was the result ; 
hut I was honorably discharged, and ordered to report to General Lucas for active duty, and 
had an honorable resignation afterwards from General Sheridan, and these are the letters 
which I will now present : 

" Headquarterr Fifth Milttart District, 

''JVeir Orleans, La., August 7, 1867. 

" General : I take great pleasure in introducing Mr. Raymond H. Perry, the bearer of 
this letter. He ha&been employed by me as a special officer for some time. I have the 
highest esteem for his sobriety, honesty, and zeal, and am only willing to part with him 
from the belief that he may obtain a more advantageous situation. His services are almost 
indispensable to me, but I have advised him to accept the offer from Galveston. 
**I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

*»P. H. SHERIDAN, 
" Major General United States Army, 
* Brevet Major General Charles Griffin, 

** Commanding District of Tezas, Galveston, Texas." 



*' State of Rhode Island, Executive Department, 

''Providence, February 11, 1868. 

'*My Dear General: Please allow me to present to you my friend. Major Raymond 
H. Perry, who was an efficient and gallant officer during the late war, and has since done 
excellent service in the fifth military district, under General Sheridan, to whom he is well 
known. He is the son of Hon. James D. W. Perry, of this State, one of my oldest and 
best friends. 

** Any kindness shown him will he remembered. 
*• Tours, very truly, 

"A. E. BURNSIDE. 
** General U. S. Grant. 

*' Commanding Armies United States," 



"Providence, October 13, 1869. 
"Sir: Major Raymond H. Perry is an applicant for the place of marshal of the western 
district of Texas. Major Perry served through the war and has since been in the service 
under General Sheridan, whose recommendation he has. He acquired the reputation of a 
most gallant and fearless soldier. He is connected with some of our most respectable fami- 
lies. His father has been repeatedly a member of our general assembly, and he is a relative 
of the illustrious commodore whose name he bears. I take pleasure in commending him to 
your favorable consideration. 

** Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

_ _ . "H. B. ANTHONY. 

" The President." 



** Headquarters Military Division op the Missouri, ' 

** Chicago, Illinois, October 7, 1869. 
**SiR: The bearer. Major Raymond H. Perry, late of the volunteer army of the United 
States, desires the appointment of United States marshal for the western district of Texas. 
In case of an existing vacancy in said position I cordially recommend him for the place. 

"Major Perry served with credit during the war, and during the years 186.5, 1866, and 
1867 was with me in the South. For some time he was chief of police at Galveston, Texas, 
having been appointed by the late General Charles Griffin. He is an active, energetic, and 
fearless man, and one that can be relied upon to do his duty. 
" I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

•*P. H. SHERIDAN, 

., -rr. -.^ „ , -r. ** lieutenant General, 

** His Excellency the President op the United States. 

" Washington, D. C," 



« 
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[Indorsed by President Grant.] 

Respectfully referred to the Attorney (General for such recommendatioa as he deems 
proper. If there is a change to be made in the marshalship I think we can do no better than 
to take Major Perrj. 

"U. S. GRANT. 

'* October 18, 1869." 

« 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Did you present these papers to the Attorney General ?— A. I did. 

Q. Whi^t was done upon the recommendation of General Sheridan and of the President, 
when you went to the Attorney General ? — A. They had just made an appointment only 
three or four days before of United States marshal for Texas, and as they were about having^ 
an election in Texas for governor, it was not deemed desirable to make any changes there at 
that time, for political reasons. 

Q. How soon afterward did you hear. of any other appointment, or about your appoint- 
ment to San Domingo ? — A. Three days after this, I think, I stepped in at the Executive 
Mansion and saw General Dent, and he and I went to see the President ; and the President 
told me to go down and report to the Secretary of State, and then he told me that they 
wanted me to go out to San Domingo as commercial agent, the same as consul. I told him 
it was not such a position as I liked, and not such a position as I was fitted for ; that I 
wanted a more active position. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. You have talked with a great many persons respecting the treaty and the parties con- 
cerned in its negotiation since your return from San Domingo, have you not ? — A. Yes, sir. 
If the committee please, I should like here to make one correction in my testimony. I stated 
that President Grant did not seem to like to hear me speak in relation to San Domingo, and 
I spoke of what occurred the second day I called there. I did not mean to have it inferred 
that the President did not want to hear anvthing in opposition to San Domingo ; but I took 
it he either thought I had an exaggerated idea of it, or else was displeased to think there 
was anything against the parties who were connected with it. I do not mean to say that 
he wanted to avoid hearing anything, though some might draw the inference from what I 
said that it was to avoid hearing anything. I do not wish to say anything to reflect on any 
of the departments here. I merely want to do my duty in every way. 

By Mr. ViCKERS ; 

Q. In your letter of June 7 you say : **I have also had directions from several others." 
First you say, ** I was also advised by Generals Babcock, Ingalls, Cazneau, Fabens, and 
others to write nothing personal, and always speak encouragingly in my communications." 
Then .you add, *'I have also had directions from several others what my correspondence 
should he to the Department of State at Washington, and have been requested to keep back 
facts in relation to the election and Cabral's party." Are there any other persons than 
those you have named that gave you such advice? — A. None but those I have named. 

Q. You say further : ** I told Babcock one day in my office in San Domingo, that I thought 
there was foul play somewhere, and told him I did not like the actions or propositions of 
Cazneau, Fabens, Baez, and others." What others did you allude tot Have you named 
them all, or are there any others that you desired to speak of? — A. None others. 

Q. You say : '' The night the Albany sailed with General Babcock for Samana from San 
Domingo, Fabens and Cazneau brought in a paper for lands at Samana ; they wished me 
to certify to their signatures as correct." Mr. Fahens says there was no such paper, but that 
there was a power of attorney. What is your recollection about it? — ^A. It was not to sign 
as a power of attorney. I did not consider it so. I saw the paper here at the time. It was 
in connection with lands at Samana, and their names were mixed up with it. I saw the' 
drift of it, not signing it. 

Q. When you spoke, awhile ago, of not having represented the facts correctly to the* 
State Department, did you mean the telegram about the election ? Is that what you meant ?-^ 
A. I meant that and oth^r communications which I have written. * 

Q. Do you mean that you did not misstate any facts, but withheld some facts in conse-* 
quence of an apprehension of losin? your position there ? — ^A. That was it. 

Q. What influence did you apprehend there to your prejudice ? — A. I apprehended that 
parties there, Baez, Cazneau, and all these gentlemen concerned in this annexation move- 
ment, if they saw I was in the way at all, would apply for mj being relieved. I understood 
that 

Q. Have yon ever seen an American tried there for any offense ?-t-A. None except this 
mate of the steamer Tybee. 

Q. He was an American ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did they allow him time and witnesses ?— A. They allowed him time. That was the 
reason I went sectirity for him the time the stefCmer left. They did not give him time that 
morning, and I went security for the fine until his return. They gave him time th«n. 

Q. Ample time to prepare for his defense ? — A. tYes, sir. 

S. Eep. 234 17 
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Bj the Chairmam : 

Q. How moeli T — k. Thej notified him two dajs before the steamer was to leaye. He 
WM arrested two days before, and he was notified the nig;ht before, and came np to court 
next morning. 

Bj Mr. Williams: 

Q. That was a ciril tribunal ? — A. Yes, sir^ 

Bj Mr. ViCKBRS : 

Q. Yon neyer knew any American tried there hj a coart-martiaH—A. No, sir. 

Q. Your letter of 7th Jnne, 1870, was to-day presented to yon with some interliueatioes, 
and yon stated that ^ou did not know the handwriting in which they were made. You said 
that Mr. Smith was in your room T^ A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Explain the circumstances. Did he read this paper f — A. He read it 

Q. What were you employed in doing while he was there t — ^A. I was shavine at the glass, 
and I asked him to read it oyer to me whilo I was shaying that he might see ue drift of it, 
and that I might see if there were any corrections I wanted to make. He read it to me, 
and he might at the time haye added one or two words ; I cannot say as to that, but there 
is not one word that I took adyice from him in relation to. 

Q. Was your back toward him 7 — A. My. back ^as toward him. I was shaying at the 
glass while he was reading it. 

By Mr. Ferrt : 

Q. It appears from the record that this committee was ordered on the 8th of .Tune, and on 
the same day you haye stated that you receiyed your notice to appear before the committee 
from Senator Nye, the chairman, and that Senator Howard called on you. On the next day, 
the 9th of June, in the eyening, you first testified as a witness? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. On the eyeniog of Thursday, the 9th of June, did you testify in reply to a question of 
Mr. Howard, that you had made such a report, and that it was here in your pocket, and the 
committee could have it if they wished f — A. I said that in answer to Senator Williams. 

Q. And Mr. Smith did not arriye until the next day, Friday T — A. That was the day. 

Q. And on Saturday morning the paper was filed at the State Department ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where did you hrst see Mr. Smith on Friday ? — A. I met him at the office of Willard's 
Hotel. When I was leaying my key there in the morning, he was standing at the office on 
iiis arrival, and I took him up to my room and told him I had written a full statement, and 
showed it to him then, all written out, and not one word has been written since Mr. Smith 
arrived, unless be added a word or so after reading it over, of which I am not aware. 

By Mr. Warner : 

Q. Did you read it over after Mr. Smith read it 7 — A. No ; I asked him to read it while I 
was shaving, as I was going to take it down then, and I took it at once. That was Satur- 
day morning. 

ByMr.FERRV: 

Q. Did the interlineations which Senator Howard pointed out to you amount to more than 
twenty or thirty words in all 7 — A. Not thirty words, I think, and those are in different 
places, 80 that they do not change the sense at all, I think. 

Mr. Howard. I think it does in one or two places. 

The Witness. If so, I should like to have my attention called to it. 

By Mr. ViCKERS : 

Q. Do you now reaffirm, upon oath, the statements in that letter of the 7th of June 7 — A. 
I do, every word of it. There is another thing I should like to speak about. I represented 
that General In^lls did have interests on the island. I was informed by General Cazneau 
that both he and Greneral Babcock had interests there, and that in taking these steps I was 
working against my friends. Mr. Edward Prime also told me that. On the receipt of Gen- 
eral Ingalls's letter, I cjiowed it to Mr. Prime, and he expressed surprise that Ingalls could 
write such a letter, and said : ** Well, I can understand it; he is interested in the bank 
here," and that gentleman is resident manager of the bank in San Domingo. 

By Mr. Williams : 

Q. You and General Ingalls were on perfectly friendly terms, were you not 7 — ^A. Perfectly 
so, and I feel so to-day toward him. 

. Q^ . What kind of proceeding do you regard it for one gentleman to take a private letter 
of that kind, written in confidence, and go and exhibit it to other people 7 What object had 
you in that 7 — A. No other object than this : I came to Washington and related a few facts 

Q. You said that you took that letter of General Ingalls, and showed it to Mr. Prime. 
Why should you take a private letter from a friend, and go and exhibit it to another person t — 
A.. Because Prime and myself were living in the same house, and we were like two brothers 
ever since I went there. 
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Q. Is that yovr usual practice, in reference to priyatef confidential letteri that yon re- 
ceive from friends ?— A. No; hut I knew at the time that he did have interests in the haak. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 
Q. Did you know it from Mr. Prime ? — A. From Mr. Prime. 

By Mr. Vickers : 

Q. There were hat few Americans there, were there not ? — A. Bat few. Mr. Prime was 
the only intimate friend I had there. 

By Mr. Williams : 

Q. What was there in that letter that was so remarkahle that yon shoald direct the atten- 
tion of Mr. Prime to it ? — A. Because hoth these letters cAme at once, one dated the 30th and 
the other the 31st of March, 1870 ; one from Babcock, and the other from Ing^alls, and they 
were both in the same tone. 

Q. What was there in General Ingalls's letter' which was so remarkable that you consid 
ered it necessary to consnlt Mr. Prime ?— A. I thought it was remarkable for auy one to die 
tate what my correspondence with the State Department should be. 

Q. Did you understand that it was dictation, or simply a matter of friendly advice, to 
you ? — A. Where a man is interested I do not consider it friendly advice. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. In the correspondence which we have here, you go on to state that you had lost con- 
fidence in Fabens and in Cazneau. Did you think then, or do you think now, their advice 
amounted to anything more than that your official correspondence should not contain your 
private suggestions about individuals ? — A. But where such men were in direct correspond- 
ence with the Executive Mansion at Washington, I thought it my duty to speak of such 
things, because they were making capital out of them, and Baez and those men hold claims 
to-day, so that in case of annexation they and their friends in New York will have over half 
the island. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. How did you know they were in correspondence with the Executive Mansion ? — ^A. 
Because I saw letters of Cazneau directed to President Grant himself, not to Babcock ; and 
so has Mr. Smith seen them. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Where did you see them ? — A. In San Domingo. 

Q. How did you see ihem ? — A. I saw them in his house. 

Q. Cazneau's house ? — A. Cazneau's house ; and Mr. Smith also saw a letter brought* 
there. 

Q. Who showed them to you ? — A. I was at Cazneau's office quite often when I first 
went tlaere. He was writing on the table every evening, and the letters were lying right 
on his table marked ^'Executive Mansion,'' and he used to read pieces from them when I 
l&rst went there. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Did you ever read them ? — A. He never let me read them. He used to take them up 
and read pieces from them himself. 
Q. Did you read the letters ? — A. No, sir. 
Q. Then you do not know what was in them ? — A. No. 
Q. Or what they pertained to ? — A. Only what I heard. 

JBy Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. Did he read any parts of those letters ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. From President Grant ?— A. From General Babcock. I do not mean to say they were 
from the President. 

<J. You have just said that you had seen letters from General Grant personally. Did you 
mean to say so ? — A. I have seen envelopes addressed to him personally. I did not see the 
letters. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Do you say that you saw envelopes addressed to President Grant at Cazneau's 
house t— A. Yes, sir ; and others besides myself saw them. 
Q. But you did not read the letters ?— A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Ferry 

Q. Did you receive, on leaving2San Domingo, any communication from the Americans 
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then f — A. Tet, sir ; I reoeired on the daj I left Um Miom'mg teBtimonial, ngned hj all Ae 
AflMrican citisena in busineM at San Doming^ exc«pt Schnmaker and Caineaa : 

** San Domikgo, Jfay 16, 1870. 

"Sir: We, the nndenirned, citizens of the United States, temporarilj residing in Saa 
Dominffo, have heard with feelings of deep reg^tthat yon contemplate leayin^r jonr present 
field of duty. This news has cast a gjpom of sadness over ns, who hare known yon both 
in your official and social capacity. We now desire to express onr heartfelt thanks for the 
efficient manner in which yon have protected here the interests of onr country and of her 
citizens. We know, in a slight degree, the difficulties with which yon have been sarrounded, 
and the obstacles placed in your path bv the ^^"'^^^-^liin^ ^^^ trir^irry irf r^rtainrtirtiffl 
here. The open-iuuided and stnightforward^manoer in which you have met ana siur- 
^^ nmnShied these obstacles has ever b^n the theme of onr favorable comment Should yoa 

ever need our assistance in defense of the course pursued by you, rest assured that we each 
and every one will only be too glad to render you any service in our power. 

" B. A. FRIEND, of Baltimore, Maryland. 
*' SAMUEL C. PIERCE, of Rochester. New York. 
"A. E. KIBBEY, of Albany, New York. 
•* JOHN SCOTT, of Rochester, New York. 
•* W. POLAND, of Albany, New York. 
•*0. J. PARKER, of Texas. 
** JOSEPH WILSON, of New York City. 
•* W. P. GOLDIE. of New York City. 
"A. B. BASHFORD, of Newport, Rhode Island. 
" EDWARD PRIME, of New York City, Manager 
** of National Bank, San Domingo. 
" Miyor Raymond H. Peury. 

** United States C0mmercial Agent, San Domingo City" 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Wh^n you entered upon the duties of your office as commercial agent, did you take 
any oath ?— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What Vas the form of it 7 — ^A. To fulfill my duties in relation to the commercial agency. 

Q. FaithfuUv to perform all the duties that pertained to your office, and to support the 
Constitution of the United States ? — A. Yes. sir. 

Q. Did you regard it as your duty to state the whole truth to the government from which 
you were accredited, in your commiuicatioDs, under that oath, or by your official position ? — 
A. I did not consider it so, under the circumstances under which I went down there. 

Q. Your answer is, that under the circumstances under which you went down there, you 
did not consider it your dnty to tell the truth ? — A. The whole truth in relation to things 
there. I have told the truth in everything, but what I understood was that I was not ex- 
pected to tell everything that went on there in San Domingo. That is my answer to the 
question. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Did you suppose it to be your duty to suppress and withhold from the government any 
material facts necessary for your government to know in regard to the negotiation for the 
annexation of the island ? Did you regard it as your dutv to keep back and suppress any 
material facts 7— A. I did not regard it as my duty as such ; but such was my aavice from 
parties in connection with this matter, and parties who had sent me there. 

Q. Then you followed the advice of other parties in that respect ?~A. I did not follow it, 
because my conduct and communications which have been disapproved by the State Depart- 
ment as unsatisfactory and at the Executive Mansion, prove that I did not follow their aavice 
exactly. 

Mr. Howard. I speak in reference to your communications from the island while you 
were there, when you suppressed the facts. 

The Chairman. There is no evidence here that your communications have not been 
satisfactory. 

The Witness. There is evidence in the State Department, because I have it direct from 
a man in the State Department 

The Chairman. That will not do. You cannot go into that. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Did you suppose the advice given you by the parties to whom you refer was approved 
by influential persons here in Washington ?— A. I did, most certainly. As soon as I saw 
the relief of Mr. Smith in San Domingo, before I had been there forty -eight hours, I came 
to that conclusion ; and I said to Gefieral Babcock, in my office, when he was leaving San 
Domingo, that I did not want to stay there ; that I would rather have some position in the 
States, because I saw I could not carry out what was wanted. 
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J. W. Fabens recalled. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Did you hear the statement of Mr. Perry in relation to your conversation on 
the steamer going down? — Answer. I did. 

Q. What have you to say about it ?— A. I repeat what I have already said, that it is » 
misstatement ; that such conversations did not occur as he describes. 

Q. Did you ever advise Mr. Perry to withhold anything from the government T —A. 
Never. 

(R. H. Perry. Mr. Fabens never has. ) 

Q. Did you ever hear General Babcock advise him to do it 7 — A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Did you ever hear Mr. Cazneau advise him to withhold anything from the govern- 
ment?— A. Never. 
Q. Were you not familiar with Cazneau?— A. I was. 
Q. In constant intercourse with him ? — A. Daily intercourse. 
Q. You had business interests with him ? — A. Yes, sir. 

a 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Did you notice what he said in relation to the sale of lumber?— A. I did. 

Q. Is it true or untrue ? — A. I will make the same explanation I have already made in 
regard to that. 

Q. You stated the other day that there was some lumber conceded to a church or some- 
thing of that kind ? — A. Yes ; and it may be that, as a favor, there may have been a few 
boards conceded to some other persons as a special favor from the island, of the lumber 
belonging to the steamship company. 

Q. Did you ever have any lumber there? — A. Not a foot. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. Yon are the agent of the steamship company ? — A. I was acting as the friends of Spof- 
ford & Tileston, but receiving no pay. 
Q. Are yon interested with them ? — A. I am not in that steamship line. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. Did you make it a business to sell lumber ? — A. I did not. 
Q. Or anything else?— A. Nothing else. I had no commercial business at all. 
Q. Do you know the Frenchman who wrote that letter which was read this morning f — 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who is he ?— A. He is a Haytien refugee who has been there but a short time. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. What is his name? — A. Marciac. He arrived there, with some other refugees, shortly 
after the downfall of Salnave, and opened a little rum-shop there, selling rum to sailors. 

Q. Was he a merchant?— A. No, sir. He sold liquor; I do not think he sold anything 
else. His place was closed on Sundays, at my request to the authorities. I was asked to 
make this request by the captain of the monitor Decatur, Captain Calhoun. This interfered 
very materially with his business, Sunday being the day when the men-of-war sailors are 
allowed liberty on shore. That is the only connection I have ever had with Marciac. 

Q. What is his character there ? — A. I do not really know much about his character. I 
h9;ve a copy of that steamship convention, if you would like to see the article which speci- 
fies that everything belonging to the company shall come in free of port charges. This is 
the article : 

'* Article 6. The steamers of the company shall be free of all port charges, as also free 
of duties on provisions, live-stock, coal, and whatever other material specially destined for 
the use of the lines.*' 

This steamship convention contemplates not only a line from New York and New Orleans, 
but also in the interior navigation of the river Yuna. 

**The vessels which come laden particularly with coal, provisions, and live-stock, destined 
for the consumption of the said steamera of the company, shall also be exempt from all port 
iSharges." 

By the Chairman : 

Q. When was that concession made ?^— A. This contract was made the 8th of October^ 
1868. 

Q. Is a copy of it on file in the State Department? — A. Yes, sir. It goes on to. describe 
what other privileges they are to have, sucn as land for wharves, coal depots, &e. It is a 
mistake to speak of consignments. There was but one vessel belonging to the steamship 
company that came over during the time I was there, a brig belonging to the same house that 
owns the steamers, which brought some lumber and some other things for the use of the 
steamship company, and brought a manifest, certified to by the Dominican consul general, 
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in New York, to that effect. The captain entered the Tesiel with his manifest, and while the 
captiun was there he did what hnsiness there was to do. 

Q. It was not consigned to you 1 — A. Only consifrned to me so far as I happened to be 
there and was a fiiena of the parties, and I looked after their interests. 

Q. Since the treaty of annexation was signed have yon applied for or obtained any con- 
cessions from the Dominican government f — ^A. No, sir ; nothing of the kind. 

Q. For yourself or anybody else 7 — A. No, sir ; for nobody. 

By Mr. Williams : 

Q. Have any been made to your knowledge ? — A. I do not think any have been made or 
applied for. I am yery certun none have. I am fally satisfied that President Baez has 
been yery rigid in adhering strictly to the letter of the treaty. 

By the Chairman : 

Q. How old is the immigration grant or concession? — A. I think that dates back to 1866. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. That is General Cazneau's scheme, is it not 7 — A. Yes, that is General Cazneau's 
scheme. The history of that is briefly this : The great drain upon the resources of the 
Dominican Republic has been the expense incurred in the protection of the frontier lice of 
Hayti. There have been from time to time, ever since, in fact, the establiohment of the 
reoablic in J 844, frequent attempts at invasions and frequent incursions from the Haytien 
siae ; small raids which have kept the border in a constant state of excitement and alarm. 
The several governments — Cabral*s ffovemmeut as well as Baez's government; indeed, it was 
a favorite scheme of Cabral ; and I think the first convention was made by Cabral during 
the absence of Baez, the several governments have conceived that if they could place upon 
this A-ontier a class of actual settlers, who would go there and occupy the land, and bring 
with them their own weapons of offense, as men did go to Texas in earlier days, they would 
operate as a barrier against the Haytien incursions, and would save the republic a large 
amount of money. 

Q. Was the idea that it should be a sort of military frontier?— A. A kind of a militaiy 
frontier. So much land was to be given to each emigrant, and Cazneau havine been familiar 
with that sort of thing in Texas, was always very favorable to that view, and was disposed 
to aid the government in any way he could. His object, I think, was not pecuniary profit, 
but was strictly patriotic. He was never able to do anything, because he could not get the 
parties to co-operate with him to send out the emigrants as be desired, and the matter lay 
along. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q. Did you not try it once under the name of the American West India Company ? — A. 
No, sir. 

Q. Tl\pre was such' a company, was there not? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Were you in it 7 — A. Yes, sir. That was under Spain, when Spain was in possession 
of the island. 

Q. Were you there then ? — A. I went down there for a short time. 

Q. Was General Baez an officer of the Spanish army 7 — A. No, sir ; I do not think he 
was. He was not in San Domingo at that time. 

Q. During the Spanish occupation 7— A. No ; he was not there then. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Did he not hold a rank in the Spanish army 7 — A. They made him a marshal ; but he 
was then in Europe. 

Q. Give the history of that colonization or emigration scheme. — A. That was under 
Spain. It was by an arrangement with Mr. De Alva, the Queeo^s cdmmissioner, to settle 
some of the lands of the country, offering ver^ liberal inducements to settlers. It progressed 
very well until the revolution broke out agamst Spain. That was solely a company organ- 
ized under Spanish auspices ; it had nothing to do with Baez. 

Q. What was the result of the revolution that commenced against Spain 7 — A. A revolu- 
tion commenced against Spain bv the Dominicans, and the Spanish authority was driven out. 

Q. How did it affect that scheme 7 — A. It broke it up. They were cut off from com- 
munication with the coast, and the colonists retired. We had contemplated at that tima 
Introducing a large number of blacks from here. Mr. Lincoln was very favorable to that, 
and Mr. Smith, the Secretary of the Interior at that time, favored it very much. 

Q. Now come back to Cazneau*s enterprise. Was not the enterprise you have just been 
speaking of Cazneau*s 7 — ^A. No ; he was interested in it, but that was not the enterprise. 
This enterprise is of a later date. This is since the last restoration of the republic, in 1866. 
The first concession was made in 1866. The republic was actually restoreo in 1866. The 
Spanish authority retired in 1865. 

Q. Did a great many of those immigrants and colonists die ? — A. I think some died ; a 
few, not a great many. There were not a great many who went out altogether ; perhaps 
thirty or forty. 
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B J M«. dowARO : 

Q. Not more? — A. I think not more than that. 

Q. How many of them died ? — A. I cannot say ; some ten or a dozen, possibly. I do not 
know. 

Q. What did they die of? — A. Fever. The Spaniards seemed to have a sort of camp ferer 
which went through their army. 

Q. What description of immienrants, were they ; where did they come from ? — A. They 
were mostly, I think, New England and New York men. They went out from the city m 
New York. 

Q. Did you ever hear any complaint made against Cazneaa for the deaths of those immi- 
grants ?— A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you ever hear it made a subject of conversation on the island particularly? — A. 
Never in the world. 

By Mr. Schurz: 

Q. Is Mr. Cazneau a citizen of high standing there ? — A. Very high. ^ 

Q. Good reputation ? — A. Yes, sir ; the best. 

By Mr. Warner : 
Q. Have you a copy of the constitution of Dominica ? — A. It is here. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Is Mr. Cazneau an educated man ? — A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Has he a family there ? — A. A wife. 
Q. Children ? — ^A. No children. 

Q. Has he a home there ? — ^A. He has a home there — a house. 

Q. Is his wife an American woman ? — A. Yes ; from Troy, New York. Her father was in 
the State senate of New York. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. Are you entirely familiar with the constitution of San Domingo ? — A. I have read it 

Q. Is there not a provision in that constitution which prohibits the cession of territory to 
a foreign power? — A. I believe there is. 

Mr. Howard. The constitution is before us. 

Mr. Ferry. But it is in the original Spanish ; it is not translated. (To the witness :) Will 
you please translate the third article ? — A. It is as follows : 

** Article III. The territory of the republic is, and shall be, inalienable. No power or 
authority can transfer the whole, or any part of it, in favor of any other power. " 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Is there any commentary on that ? — A. No ; the article proceeds : '* For its adminis- 
tration, it is divided into provinces," &q. If the gentlemen of the committee will allow me, 
I should like to say just one word in connection with the naper that Senator Ferry introduced 
this morning as to the private character of Mr. Hatch. Tne introduction of that paper might 
seem to imply that some charge has been made against Mr. Hatches private character, and as I 
am the only party present who knows Mr. Hatch personally, or who has known him intimately 
personally, I can fully indorse all the statements of that paper so far as the private character 
and relations of Mr. Hatch are concerned. I believe him to be a very moral and virtuous 
man, and I have no doubt a very worthy and consistent member of the church those gentle- 
men speak of. It is his political error that we have been discussing ; and in my judgment 
it is a great political crime to excite revolution in a country like that, where the people are 
so easily excited, and particularly among a people who are really wearied of revolution, 
and ask only peace. But so far as the private cnaracter of Mr. Hatch goes, I have never 
heard anything against it, and in a small place like San Domingo, if there was any allega- 
tion or charge against his private character as a father or a husband, or in any way, it would 
be known. 

By Mr. Howard : 

Q. Have you been intimately acquainted with him ? — A. ■ I was ; quite so. 

Q. Do you consider him a man of careful, accurate observation, and scrupulous in his 
facts ? — A. I consider him a very obstinate man. 

Q. Is he not a somewhat prejudiced man ? — A. That is the impre438ion be produced on me. 

Q. An obstinate, prejudiced man ? — A. Decidedly ; a very prejudiced man, but so far as 
his private relations go, so far as his private conduct is concerned, it was very exemplary in 
San Domingo. 

By Mr. Schurz : 

Q. You said you considered it a great crime to excite revolution ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you mean to indicate that Mr. Hatch had attempted to excite, or was in the habit 
of exciting, revolution ? — A. I meant that there was that allegation against him there, which 
appears to have been proved by the finding of a court. I Knew nothing about the facts 
excejft what I le rned at San Domiuffo. 
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O. £. Babcock recalled. 

By Mr. Williams : 

Qaestion. Did yoa, ftnywhere, or at any time, or in anj way, advise Mr. Perry to mis- 
represent or conceal any facts in his communications to the State Department, while he 
was in San Domingo? — Answer. No, sir; I never did and never intended to. 

Q. Do you know of any advice of that nature given to him by anybody ? — A. No, sir ; 
I do not. The only letter I wrote that could be construed in the form ot advice was one 
that has been read here, and the explanation that I have to make of it is what I gave 
when it was read. The letter received .from General Cazneau, which has been read, and 
the letter I had received from Mr. Perry, told me that these things were going on. 

By Mr. Schvrz: 

Q. What was going onT—A. The quarrel between the Americans there ; that is what 
I refeired to. 

By Mr. Ferry: 

Q. Have you not complained of Mr. Perry's communications to the State Department 
which he sent from San Domingo, and stated that a senator had said that his commu- 
nications would ruin annexation 1 — A. No ; I do not think that way. I told Mr. Perry 
that his first commuuication had been misconstrued, and that I had been told it was the 
worst argument which was used in the discussion with reference to annexation. 

By Mr. ScHURZ : 

Q. What communication was that? — A. The communication in which he stated to the 
department that he had arrived at San Domingo, and had carried out the instructions, &.c. , 
that General Babcock had given him to sign the treaty, and that he was ready to execute 
any orders that might be sent to him, and that be would do so free from any personal inter- 
est, or something like that, as he feared that other people bad. The ground I took waa 
that inferentially it alluded to me as having those interests, and I think X said to him that 
if I had known that dispatch was here I would have had it referred back to him to know 
who was meant, and I told him that I did not believe he thought it was I, and he said no, 
he did not. 

By Mr. Ferry : 

Q; Did you not, at the same time, complain of Captain Bance^s communications to the 
Navy Department? — A. No, sir ; I was not aware then that Captain Bunce had ever com- 
municated. 

Q. Have you at any time ever made that complaint ? — A. I am not aware that I have. I 
never knew that Captain Bunce had made a communication uutil the day his dispatches 
were brought up here. 

Q. Did you know that there was in the State Department a communication from Mr. Perry 
that Baez was not going to have an election until after our Senate had acted ?^A. X did not 
know of it until it was read here — a dispatch which indicated that he had ignored the forty 
days, or something of that kind. I did not know such a fact. 

Q. Did you know that Captain Bunce had reported anything on the subject ? — A. X did 
not. X do not know that X ever saw a word in the dispatches sent to the State Department, 
except that X had a general information of them. 

Mr. Howard presented the reply of the Secretary of State to Mr. Perry's letter of June 7: 

Mr, Fish to Mr, Perry, 

"Department of State, 

" fVaskingtou, Jum 16, 1670. 

" Sir : X acknowledge the receipt of your tommunication of the 7th instant. Your position 
as plenipotentiary terminated witn the signing of the treaty. Thenceforth your functions 
were confined to those of a commercial agent, with such qualified diplomatic powers as prop- 
erly belonged to the office. 

" Your allegation that you have not received in return for your endeavors to act honorably 
and justly in your intercourse with your government and that of San Domingo the same 
spirit of frankness and honesty of purpose is, so far as this department is concerned, an 
uncalled-for and unwarranted charge, totally without foundation^ and improper to be 
introduced in an official dispatch. 

" In many respects, your communication of the 7th instant contains statements and informa- 
tion which appear to have been withheld from the department in your dispatches written 
from San Domingo at the time the events are said to have taken place. In regard to the 
niauDer in which the voting was conducted, the facts which you now communicate appear 
to be at variance with the racts as stated in your telegraphic and written dispatches at the 
time it occurred. 

*'It is a subject of regret and cause for censure that you failed to comply with the instruc- 
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iions to which you refer, * to write everything to the department ; ' and still more so that 
yoa allowed jonrself to be sedaced into conmiimicating^ incorrect information. 

'* The efforts which jon made to prevent the grant for two hundred thousand acres of land 
were well intended, and would have been approved by the department, bnt that yon mistook 
the channel through which proper diplomatic representations should have been made to the 
authorities in San Domingo. 

** I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

"HAMILTON FISH. 
*'Batmond H. Perry, Esq., 

" United States Cammerdal Agent, San Domingo , now in WaskingUm," 

The testimony was here concluded. 

S. Eep. 234 18 
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